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Vietnam depends heavily on the Vietnamese 
Government’s ability to carry out a sus- 
tained offensive on both the military and 
the economic fronts. 

The Vtetcong today has a strong grip on 
large areas of South Vietnam, particularly 
In the Mekong Delta. To protect the peas- 
ants against Communist attacks, there must 
be a large-scale military effort against the 
Vietcong and their local irregulars. Crea- 
tion and maintenance of local defense forces 
throughout the country, in addition to at- 
tack units, must have top priority. Effective 
political, social, and economic programs must 
be developed to overcome popular grievances 
and give the peasant an incentive to defend 
his home and his village. 

The government established after Diem’s 
overthrow on November 1, 1963, underwent an 
internal power change on January 30. Gen^- 
Nguyen Khanh who engineered this change, 
has organized a largely civilian government 
with himself as Prime Minister. General 
Minh, previous leader of the Military Revolu- 
tionary Council, remains as chief of. state. 

A major past deficiency has been the failure 
to assure lasting military security to peasants 
who had committed themselves to the gov- 
ernment’s side by moving Into the strategic 
hamlets In parts of the Mekong Delta and 
several other regions. Against U.S. advice, 
the strategic hamlets were extended too rap- 
idly Into certain areas where effective mili- 
tary protection could not be given, and in 
such cases were ineffective in sealing off the 
population from Vietcong influence and 
control. 

The program now is concentrating on 
secure areas and the consolidation of viable 
existing hamlets. The original hamlets have 
succeeded in the great majority of districts, 
however, bringing the people and Govern- 
ment together In constructive cooperation 
for economic and social progress and se- 
curity. 

In the period since November 1963, the 
Government has recognized the need for 
fundamental reforms to attract and hold the 
loyalties of the peasants, including higher 
farm prices, a revised and vigorous land re- 
form program, and honest, effective local 
government. Action to meet these needs will 
require strong and imaginative leadership. 

The military government -has responded to 
the need to mobilize Vietnam’s economic 
resources for the war effort. Austerity taxes 
have been Instituted on a. broad range of 
imported goods, and plans are being formu- 
lated to increase revenues by broadening the 
tax base and improving tax administration 
to secure better compliance with the laws. 
The Government has also Indicated a will- 
ingness to consider drawing down foreign ex- 
change reserves, if necessary, and to restrict 
further already reduced and highly taxed 
luxury imports. In general, the Government 
has been moving In the right direction, with 
the proof of sustained effective action yet to 
be seen. 

Mr. MORSE. I quote only the follow- 
ing paragraph : 

In the period since 1963, the government 
has recognized the need for fundamental 
reforms to attract and hold the loyalties of 
the peasants, Including higher farm prices, 
a revised and vigorous land reform program, 
and honest, effective local government. Ac- 
tion to meet these needs will require strong 
and imaginative leadership. 

Mr. President, where are the reforms? 
It was in 1954 that President Eisenhower 
wrote that letter that is still being used 
by the State Department to rationalize 
and alibi our South Vietnamese pro- 
gram. Of course, that letter of Eisen- 
hower has no controlling effect upon 
American foreign policy. It provides no 
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justification for the United States mak- 
ing war in South Vietnam. It is no jus- 
tification for our violation of the Geneva 
accords. But even the Eisenhower letter 
was conditioned upon reforms in South 
Vietnam. There have been none. The 
reforms are lacking. 

The sad thing is that instead of bring- 
ing about reforms, the United States— 
my Government— has now sanctioned, 
supported and endorsed the reorganiza- 
tion of the Khanh dictatorship to make 
it now even more dictatorial, suspending 
civil liberties and bringing to an end the 
opportunity for the citizens of South 
Vietnam to enjoy any freedom whatso- 
ever. Yet our leaders still have the 
audacity to try to tell the American peo- 
ple that we are in South Vietnam in de- 
fense of freedom. What shameful state- 
ments. We are not supporting freedom 
in South Vietnam. Wo are supporting a 
military dictatorship, an American pup- 
pet. That is going to be the dark, dark 
chapter in American history which will 
cause American people and scholars of 
that generation 50 years from now to ask 
the question, “What went wrong in the 
United States when its government de- 
cided to support McNamara’s war in 
South Vietnam?’’ 

Exhibit 1 

New York, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: You are 100 percent 
right on Vietnam. Keep up the fight for 
some sense in this matter. 

Charles B. Pinch. 


Harrison, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: You have spoken 
with courage and honesty in the Senate on 
our shameful acts in southeast Asia. I hope 
we will hear more of these truths from you. 
Sincerely, 

Anne Geismar. 


Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want you to know 
that I couldn’t agree more with your oppo- 
sition today to the resolution on southeast 
Asia which was passed by both Houses to- 
day. I am grateful that at least two Sen- 
ators had the courage to make their opposi- 
tion heard. I am utterly dismayed at the de- 
velopments of the last few days and have 
also communicated my dismay to the Pres- 
ident and both California Senators; but of 
course it Is of no use and this is what com- 
pounds the dismay. Please keep pounding 
against our recklessness and our invitation 
to disaster. 

With my profound thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Irmgard Lenel. 

Denver, Colo., 

' August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your courageous statements on the danger- 
ous, terribly wrong path our Government is 
following, with regard to North Vietnam. 


Many of us are grateful to you and wish 
there were more men of principle and cour- 
age. 

Sincerely, 

H. W. Ford. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your still, small 
voice in future generations will be known 
as the voice of Justice. You were outvoted 
here but hundreds of millions all over the 
world are with you. 

Respectfully, 

Max Sofsky. 

Los Angeles, Calif, 

Dear Senator: I admire your stand, and 
believe every word you said. Too bad we do 
not have many more with your courage. 

We have no business in A6la or trying to 
tell the world what to do. We should take a 
look at Mississippi. My hope depends on 
men like you. 

Sincerely, 

Lucille Martin. 

■ Afton. Wyo., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Sir: We are with you all the way. If 
we only had more men like you with high 
principles this would be a better world. 

Wish you were President. 


Carmichael, Calif. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your courage and 
integrity are magnificent. We applaud your 
stand on Vietnam and many critical issues, 
and are sorry that we are not Oregonians to 
reelect you. We hope you continue to be a 
minority of one— when the cause seems Just 
to you. 

Respectfully, 

Rosalind Saettler 
Mrs. Paul Saettler. 

Berkeley, Calif. 

Congratulations on your remarks on the 
bombings in North Vietnam. 

Yours is the most courageous and honest 
voice in the U.S. Government on this issue. 

I hope your mail is strong enough to indi- 
cate to you that there are others who sup- 
port you, who have not yet succumbed to the 
managed versions of world events foisted on 
us. 

Ralph Johansen. 


San Francisco, Calif. 

Congratulations again. 

Your stand on Vietnam is again a great 
contribution to a peaceful world. * You are 
truly America’s greatest Senator. 

Dr. William Robbins. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Morse: We heard you on television 
August 6, and feel you are right in your ana- 
lyzing this Vietnam trouble our country is 
into. We are afraid to give our names. 

Yours truly, 


Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: There are many 
peace- and justice-loving people in our coun- 
try who feel helpless as they observe the on- 
going power struggle and escalation toward 
war. We are most grateful for your courage- 
ous and articulate voice. May it arouse the 
conscience of our country to accept methods 
of nonviolence during this crisis. 

Gratefully, 

Mr, and Mrs. Paul Hendrickson. 
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Sabajtofol, CALIF., 

Q . • August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse: God bless you for 
standing up for peace. You may be alone in 
tne Senate. Not alone In the world, of par- 
ents. 

With respect, 

Bernard Baruch Zakheim. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

„ August 6,1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: May this card be 
J ust one of many thousands to tell you we 
support and agree with your views on Viet- 
nam. 

_ seems to be an unpopular view and 
l can t sign my name, >ut may you know 
were proud of you for Slaving the courage 
to speak out that our actions are something 
less than honest or honorable. 

Keep up the good work. 


Los Angeles, Calif., 

- „ ,, T _ , August 1964. 

Dear .Jib, Thank you for your sound, cou- 
Has everyone gone mad In 
Washington? This Vietnam Incident Is mad- 
ness, surely. You have our deep gratitude 
Respectfully, 

A Sane Democrat. 

1V , ... „ Woodland Hills, Calif. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon. 

^Dear Sir: I would like to thank you for 
^j'-hright stand on foreign aid and the 
wi,r and our policy in sou theast Asia. I beg 
and Urge you to keep to your guns and con- 
tir me your fight. Foreign aid should be cut 
at least 50 percent. 

,.^-P-er to you, and nay God’s blessings 
Yours truly, 

Robert B. Mars. 
Palo Alto, Calif., 

tw c - August 6, 1964. 

Dear Sir : I greatly support your courage- 

ara southe “ t Asii >- 

■\Vhat can I do to help? Do you receive any 
other congressional support? 

Yours truly, 

Michael S. Duke. 

San Juan Capistrano, Calif., 

, August 5, 1964. 

Sou are: not alone. I can’t help much, as 
we are toy Ignorant, though I read and dls- 
cuaj and am in a sense well educated. Stay 
wiki it. 

v> Q ™ Ruth Sherry. 

P S ' Please put me on your mailing list. 

Walled Lake, Mich., 

0 August 6,1964. 

dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your determined stand last night on TV, op- 
Ipoidng the Tonkin lnclden, political uproar 
to escalate the Asia war. tou are right; our 
ships had no business th ;re ih dubiously 
international waters, and their behavior was 
indeed provocative. Especially during ad- 
ministration threats to escalate the war to 
North Vietnam and even China. These are 
maneuvers by the U.S. war machine to look 
big to cover collapse, political and military, 
in Saigon Can’t you rally the ’loyal opposl- 
tion to block the e-ffort to get approval of 
Congress for these moves in a war illegal 
from the start? 

Yours for U.S. sanity, . 

R. P. Brede. 


not have the people’s support for 0.8. mili- 
tary aid. It In not becoming for a democracy 
to give more than economic aid to military 
governments. We do not Deed to increase 
tensions oy having warships In Gulf of Ton- 
kin. A nonnuclear government could send 
aid with 7.N. help. 

Yours truly, 

Becky Meyer. 

Los Angex.es, Calif., 

, , A ugust 7, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

Washingt m, B.C. 

Dear S:b: Good for you for standing up 
against our involvement in the war In Viet- 
nam. whUh might, all too easily, become a 
world cat istrojjhe. 

We have far too much military i,e. 

planes, missiles, bombs — and we feel we must 
use them. How are we ever going to have 
peace? 

Let us continue the Geneve, conference by 
ail means but have enough educa tion and 
favorable publicity with It, so that It will 
succeed. 

Sint erely yours, 

GEOR GIN'S c. Molnar. 

New York, N.Y., 

n „ August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We gratefully sup- 
port your stand on Vietnam, the only sane 
voice to the hail, of the mighty Not Ml 
H*. American people are applauding 
President t ohnx ou’g reckless race to war. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan Levey. 

Dickinson, N. Dak., 

_ „ August C. 1964. 

. ® EtIATOR: How fine It is to have one 

In W^h ngton who Is willing to be honest 
and admit that we too err. There Is no gain 
from conslant lies and they become most 
dangerous when we believe them. 

8hlps in southeast Asia from the United 
States are t ggrenslve. 

Sincerely, 

P W. Caton. 


August 21 


tary nearer home and out of the way of for- 
eign nations who wish to cause trouble. 

Joseph N. Loop. 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We support your 
position on Vietnam. We would also support 
a southeast Asia policy which would empha- 
size helping these nations help themselves In 
economic, cultural, and educational areas In- 
stead of in the military area. 

A. W. March. 

Southern Pines, N.C.., 

Hiroshima Day, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building. 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thanks for your 
anti-war vote. Keep it up apd after elec- 
tion maybe It could be policy — we can only 
hope. 

William Whitman. 

Coral Cables, Fla., 

„ . . August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C, 

Dear Senator Morse: I am proud of your 
courage In standing up for what you believe 
our policy should be In Vietnam. That 
shows real moral integr ity. Even though you 
know you may be risking your political 
future you are taking a firm stand on the 
side of justice. 

God bless you. 

Most sincerely, 

Mrs. Pearl C. Ewald. 


New York:, n.Y. 

Dear Senator Mouse: Thank you very 
much for /our position on Vietnam. We 
should havu withdrawn all members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces from South Vietnam long 
ago. ° 

John II. Clark. 

_ ' Pacific Grove, Calif. 

Dear Senitor: I like what vou saicl when 
you said it about Vietnam, 

V. Pofovac. 

Bronx, N.Y, 

_ „ August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I would 
like to send to you our heartfelt expressions 
of appreciation for ths very courageous op- 
position wh .ch you have made against the 
extension ol the war In Vietnam. Y-iu are 
In essense, on the firing lines, and only 
through the unity of the few Congressmen 
such as you and “thinking” Americans can 
we end this suicidal oath toward destruc- 
tion. 

T. Richards. 


Palo Alto, Calif., 

_ „ . August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I approve of your 
stand on Vietnam. I think it is serious 
enough to be settled by U.N. South Viet- 
nam Government Is not democratic and may 


Dear Sir ( Senator) ; If President Johnson 
would only confer with you, Instead of all 
people, Gold water, on Vietnam. 

Cordially, 

En H. Baumgartner. 

Amarillo, Tex., 

x Augusts, 1.964. 

Want, to co igratulate you on the stand you 
took against the mob all voting blindly for 
action in sou ;heast Asia. 

I agree with you— the whole ol Asia Is not 
worth one American life. Let’s got our mlll- 


unc American are. Let’s get our mlll- 
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Bsandford, Fla., 

„ _ August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Heard your statement on television news 
last night re resolution requested by Presi- 
dent Johnson pertaining to U.S. air raid on 
North Vietnam. You clearly stated a view- 
point with which I agree 100 percent. I ap- 
preciate what you said, and the way you said 
it. Many thanks to you, Sir, for your state- 
ment to the news media on August 5 and 
also for your vote today against the resolu- 
tion favoring President Johnson’s military 
action. 

Our people are slow to catch on to the 
behind the scene manipulations to maintain 
a series of military crisis to influence elec- 
tions and favor certain segments of our so- 
ciety with the fruits of limited war In the 
form of economic gain; but they are waking 
up now. Maybe enough will awaken before 
It Is too late. 

I see no sense In our men dying in defense 
of people who apparently are not willing to 
cefencl themselves. Our economic system 
is rapidly evolving Into communism— about 
as fast as possible without armed revolution. 
V/e would do well to spend our energies In 
search for peaceful solutions to our own 
domestic problems and maintain military for 
our own defense. 

James D. McGregor. 

_ New York, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D C.: 

One of the toys who worked on this pic- 
ture said this is a place where "nobody hurts 
nobody else.” I wish our world were like 
that. 

As a mother and r settlement art teacher, 

I extend my heartiest thanks for your stand 
for peace and freedom In southeast Asia. I 
weep that there are not more in your camp. 
Please continue your courageous fight. 

Mary Diane Halleck. 
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Los Angeles, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.O. 

Dear Sir: Congratulations on your public 
expression of integrity re the southeast Asia 
boondoggle. Unfortunately for America 
there aren’t enough of your kind. 

Sincerely, 

E, Theobold. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I urge that, if this 
is not revealed as a strategy toward peace— 
this confrontation in Vietnamese waters — 
that you again come to the fore— and de- 
mand a full and complete airing of the true 
situation in Vietnam. We dare not risk 
war and the escalation of it — or we shall 
be haunted by the old plaint: “The Demo- 
crats get us into war." And it will be be- 
lieved — and will be spread by the very ones 
who now urge such war — the far right Re- 
publicans, whose Mr. Dulles got us into this 
mess. , 

This is not our war — not the Democrats 
war— but Ike’s and— more accurately, Dulles’. 
Let us mark time and tread water until 
Rfter November — and then negotiate our- 
selves out of a lot of foolish commitments 
that will destroy and defeat and humiliate 
us— in Asia, the Congo, Cuba, 

Truly, 

Gladys. Martin. 

Lamoni, Iowa. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your very courageous stand against the ex- 
cessive response of the administration to 
the two attacks in the Tonkin Gulf. 

Please continue your fine series of speeches 
In Congress resisting our involvement in 
Vietnam. 

• (No reply expected.) 

Yours, 

Armin T. Wright. 


Whittier, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse : I am 
ashamed of my country this morning. We 
look like a big bully before the world. Why 
couldn’t the President have presented the 
problem this morning to the United Nations 
instead of bombing a helpless little country, 
and then giving the headache to the U.N.? 

I wish you would run for the Presidency 
to give the peaceable people a candidate to 
vote for. What can we do to stem the tide 
toward a disastrous war? 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed. H. Runcorn. 

Pullman, Wash. 

Dear Sir: Please accept my grateful thanks 
for your opposition to U.S. policy in south- 
east Asia and the recent crisis. 

If even a few of your colleagues In the 
Senate showed the same courage and under- 
standing, this country would not be as near 
to war Is It is, and the right of the American 
people to know the facts about our foreign 
policy would be better protected. 

Again, my sincere thanks and congratula- 
tions. 

J. L. Tobey, 

Department of History, Washington 
State University. 

West Sacramento, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear' Senator Morse: It is wonderful to 
hear some sahtty over Vietnam. Is there 
any possibility that the International Con- 
trol Commission will be called upon by the 


Old Forge, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Honorable Senator: Congratulations on 
your courage In speaking out on the disas- 
trous course our Government 1 b following in 
southeast Asia. The action of President 
Johnson is typical of a Goldwater policy— 
not that of a man of peace. It is a sign of 
weakness — not strength. 

Leon Forer. 

Doesn’t Want To Fight 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Writing this letter is very painful to me 
because I am torn between my love of coun- 
try and my love for truth and justice, plus 
my strong desire to see my fine young son 
and all our young people live out their lives 
in a normal manner. 

If die they must, so young, let it at least be 
in defense of our country. 

In far off South Vietnam our boys are 
killing Vietnamese and Vietnamese are kill- 
ing our boys. 

Why are we in this undeclared war against 
a tiny country whose people never hurt us 
and who can't possibly be a threat to us even 
if they have a Communist government. 
North Vietnam has been Communist for 
years and has not bothered us. 

We forced a series of bloody dictators on 
these desperate people. The result is that 
these people are fighting a war against the 
puppet government we forced on them, as 
well as against our soldiers we send in to 
help these creatures stay in power. 

This action on our part seems to me to be 
insane. But those the gods would destroy 
they first make mad. 

We are told this war is to save the Viet- 
namese from communism. If that is so, 
these people it seems to me, don’t want to be 
saved because they are fighting against those 
who want to save them. 

If the Vietnamese don’t want communism 
let them fight against It. I don’t want my 
son or even one American boy dying for the 
Vietnamese. 

Mrs. T. Kahn. 

p.9. — Please keep on fighting for United 
States. 




Morongo Valley, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Thank you again for your 
correct, principled, and courageous attack on 
the war policies of the Johnson administra- 
tion. I suspect that attacks on U.S. ships 
(if any were made) stemmed from Chiang 
Kal Shek or our puppet in South Vietnam. 

I enormously admire your wisdom and daring. 
You alone speak for my wife and me on these 
terrible issues. Keep up the good fight. 

Warwick M. Tompkins. 

' Tioga, Pa., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honored Senator: Congratulations on your 
valiant stand against the southeast Asia war. 
With deep admiration, 

Dorothy Baldwin Becker, 
Registered Democratic Voter. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1694. 

Dear Senator Morse: Bravo — you have 
the courage, integrity and love for Justice, 
that Is an inspiration to so many of us. 

Surely Senator Netjberger, who Is liberal 
and generally on the side of peace and genu- 
ine democracy, will stand with you— we hope. 
Though you are not a Senator from my 
ate, yet yo u represent me and all my friends 


Strange indeed, that we can go into Viet- 
nam, 8,000 miles away, into another country 
and interfere with them, yet can’t send the 
proper protection into Mississippi, to protect 
our own people In their constitutional rights. 
Nor ever bring to justice, those cowardly sub- 
humans, who resort to torture and murder, 
in the vain hope of maintaining the horrors 
of race superiority. 

History will record you as one of the great 
and fearless lawmakers. 

Again, thank you, 

Barbara Bess Nestor. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1694. 

Dear Senator Morse : Congratulations, Sir, 
and thank you for opposing the Johnson ad- 
ministration plans for war In Vietnam and 
southeast Asia. Please continue working for 
peace. 

Paul Goldberg. 
Miami, Fla. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am so very grateful 
to you for stating a truthful and wise policy 
for us to follow on Vietnam. It takes tre- 
mendous courage to stand up and be counted 
at a time like this. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Mary E. Pettersen. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: You have our 
strongest support of your statement on tele- 
vision concerning southeast Asia situation. 

We feel you have the people behind you 
desipte the statements of President Johnson 
and other leaders. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mr®. Paul Kerber, 
Dearborn Heights, Mich. 

La Grange, III., 

August 7, 1694. 

Dear Senator Morse: Cheers on your 
stand In regard to Vietnam and on your 
courage In making it. We are so self- 
righteous and arrogant in assuming we have 
a right to control that part of the world. 
We are on very shaky moral ground in both 
North and South Vietnam and are doing 
things for expediency that are oounter to our 
supposed principles. This needs to be 
brought out Into the open as you are doing. 
You must get pretty discouraged sometimes 
but keep it up. Some do hear and your col- 
leagues who won’t listen still read it In the 
Congressional Record. 

Mrs. R. A. Clark. 


Duluth, Minn., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Sir: I deeply appreciate your com- 
ments and your voting stand on the Vietnam 
Issue. Wish my Senators had done the 
same. 

V. J. Stephen. 

TUCKAHOE, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Yesterday I took part 
in a peace vigil and a peace walk through 
New York City. The response of the pedes- 
trians and motorists was either quiet or 
friendly. This means the Johnson-Gold- 
water war in Vietnam has little popular sup- 
port. Two men carried signs saying “Morse 
for President’’ — not a bad idea. 

With best wishes for success in your ef- 
forts to end the war. 

Sincerely yours, 

L. Pach. 

Tacoma, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I wish to congratulate 
you on your courageous stand regarding the 
_q V ietnam affair. Keep up the good work; and 
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wo hope more will be courageous and speak 
out. Many of us see the :jreafc danger of the 
widening control of the military In our coun- 
try which, we’ve always thought of as under 
civilian control. And If ve are informed we 
know what we are doing We believe that 
ll' we are to survive we’ll lAve to change our 
policy. 

Sincerely, 

Mas. Mark Anderson. 

Wl^TEEiy, R.I., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
stand on the North Vietnam crisis — a genu- 
ine profile in courage, May God bless you 
and give you many more years of service. 
Yours very truly, 

John F. Cufpoju). 

Seal I each, Calef, 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: In a time like this 
when you are subject to much abuse for your 
Courageous stand on the southeast Asia crisis 
I would like to express my sincere approval of 
your position. You are one of the few men 
in Government who have the Intellectual 
grasp and humanitarian values which have 
changed with our changing world. 

Sincerely, 

JACOB MARKHAM. 

Upper Darby, Pa., 

August 9, 1964. 

Holl. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senat e, 

Dear Sir: Am glad that you have courage 
to take an independent stand on the war In 
Vietnam, which, unless the United Nations 
or iiome conference can celm it down, may 
lead Into one of those full scale wars where 
everybody loses. 

Truly yours, 

Constance Hyslop. 

• Los Angeles, Cald\, 

August 6, 19G4. 

.Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sib: I want to thank you for your 
fine stand on this frightful ,-jtate we find our- 
selves in. The positions that are being 
'taken, that we are In no way to blame Is 
(shocking. 

Mrs. Li'Creita R. Bbey. 

- College Place, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I wish 
ifO thank you for your courageous opposition 
to our becoming involved In war In south- 
east Asia. We wholeheartedly applaud Sen- 
tutor Grue nino’s statements. South Viet- 
nam Is not worth the life or a single Ameri- 
fr C&tx soldier.” I wired the President some 
time ago, against another Korea. 

Yours, 

Herbert and Eli:;. Flower. 

P.S. — If there Is anythin; wo can do to 
help, let us know. 

H.P.F. 

E.M.E. 
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of their self-interest. I believe that there la 
les3 popular support for this i-ollcy than the 
admlnlstrr tlon claims. 

Sincerely, 

Michael P. Rosenberg. 

Manhatcan Beach, Caliil, 

August 6. 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I salute your 
courage, your astuteness In analyzing, yoiir 
brilliance )n reaching conclusions. All that 
remains to be mentioned Is the ability to ex- 
press yourself Clearly and concisely. 

Many, many thanks. 

Elea nor Stout. 

Sheboygan, Wia., 

Avgust 8 1964. 

Dear Senator: We thank you for your no 
vote on the Vietnam situation. 

The little, endless v/ars the Pentagon must 
have to Justify its being here are not in 
accord with our religion or our patriotism. 
When we hold In our hands the power to 
blow up tfce world, then we must really be 
careful. 

Doing what 13 right, we know, does not 
reed human praise, but still we want you 
to know m are with you. 

The Brehmers. 
RENSSELAERVILL3, N.Y., 

August 17 , 1964 . 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building. 

Washington, D.C. 

., Dz * B Benitos Morse: I applaud your ac- 
tion today in voting against the resolution 
essentially approving of U.S. aggressive action 
against Nor ;h Vietnam. 

Youri very truly, 

H A. Eldrohje, Jr., M.D. 

_ P S Posterity will be proud of Senator 
Gruening and you. 

L.A.E. 

Berkeley, Caljf., 

» , ... August's, 1964. 

senator Wayne Morse:, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington. D.C. 

Dear Sen/ tor Morse: Congratulations on 
your speech regarding Vietnam. We support 
your position and hope this crisis will soon 
be resolved. 

Yours truly, 

Mr, and Mrs. H. Kaplan. 
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Hollywood, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

8m: You are the only sane voice in Wash- 
ington. Keep it up; sooner or later history 
will prove you right. As I have written Presi- 
dent Johnson, it's a ridiculous way to keep 
tlie peace. 

M D. Cruther. 

New Y jrk, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Devr Senator Morse: I have written my 
Congressmen, Senators and President John- 
son expressing my endorsement of your 
vlev-s on US, southeast Aslv policy. I be- 
lieve that the silence of others in Congress 
In criticism of this dangerous policy Is a dls- 


Van Nuys, Calif., 

_ A „ August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wav n* Morse, 

Senate Offlot Budding , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Good few you. 
Whenever the Democrats get Into a political 
bind, with a possibility of losing an election 
thoy create a crisis, alas J.F.K.’a sudden 
awareness or Russian military buildup In 
Cuba. Months after every other American 
had read about it from Senate reports, noth- 
ing could convince me that Johnson’s ad- 
ministration did not arrange present crisis 
for political buildup, Just as ARA Is being 
used to create false impression. With 
Salinger’s illegal appointment {and he 
stliiks) and the other unethical, immoral 
acts, what Is going to happen to our country? 

Muriel Tryon. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

1 August 6, 1964. 
Senator Way v* Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The telegram I sent 
Mr. Johnson last night, August 4, reflected 
the teachings of one of the few, no vert few, 
ethical instruetors of the U.S. Senate. ' Your 
solitary disserting vote against giving Mr. 


war (in Asia.) * * gives courage to one 
so outraged by U.S. Imperialism and military 
braggadocio In southeast Asia (and else- 
where) . 

Bravo. 

Paolo Mucci. 
Fair Lawn, N.J., 

„ , August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Good for you. That 
was a brave vote against warmaking power 
for President Johnson. I hope you keep on 
fighting against the dirty business in south- 
east Asia. Honest history will vindicate you. 
Sincerely yours, 

John Ackerson. 
Los Angeles, Calif., 

„ „ August 7, 1964. 

Dear Sena^r Morse: I have Just heard 
over the radio that you and Senator Gruen- 
ing voted against the resolution giving the 
President power to start a war in Asia against 
Vietnam. 

I want to thank you for your courageous 
stand. I wish, my Senators were thinking as 
you do. 

Respectfully, 

Jenny Hirschfeld. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My admiration for 
vour brave stand on the Vietnam situation. 
And — how can we thank you for the many 
years of courageous representation you have 
given us? 

I am, 

Florence Holub. 
Boston, Mass., 

„ „ August 1964. 

Sir: Please be advised! that CBS was the 
only network that aired your views on the 
Vietnam resolution, which should prove that 
reason has little or no place In American poli- 
tics much less the mass media dedicated to 
the Ignorance of 190 million suggestible 
slobs. 

Now what happens when the U.N. requests 
the United States of America to vacate south- 
east Asia? 

Robert Estey. 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse; Let me commend you 
for your courageous vote of "No" to the Viet- 
nam resolution. It seems that you alone in 
the Senate are capable of looking rationally 
at our activities In southeast Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Gilbert S. Walter. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 7,1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I oom- 
mend you for jour courageous stand on the 
Vietnam situation. 

The world today la too complex to Insist on 
total victory over communism. Let us ne- 
gotiate or get C'Ut. 


Sincerely, 


L. J. Rice. 


w'rvi . Vn I* T B Z 1 , y ** * ° 15 ' solitary dissenting vote against giving Mr. patr. 
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Hoboken, N.J., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator: I am the young(?) fellow 
who spoke to you at the dedication of the 
Jefferson National Bank in Miami Beach. If 
you recollect, we spoke about Cliff Case, etc. 

/Senator, I am proud of you're stand on 
South Vietnam. 

You represent the majority of thinking In 
this country. 

You may not win, but you are truly a 
patriot. 

Dave Coyne. 
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Manhassett, N.Y., 

August 9, 1964. 
Heartily approve your vote against war. 
Thank you. 

Robert Hoppock. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: It Is refreshing to 
hear one’s views propounded by at least one 
of those supposedly representing the public 
In Washington. Please continue your strong 
stand against U.S. involvement In Vietnam. 
I shall urge my representatives to join you. 

Eric Partlow. 

Rock Island, R.I., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Sir: I wish to congratulate you on 
your stand and will write in your name for 
President next November. War has become 
a built-in part of our economy. If we had 
peace tomorrow, we'd have 20 million unem- 
ployed the day after. That’s our only excuse 
for being in Vietnam. 

Howard E. Marston. 

Denison University, 

Granville, Ohio, 

Dear Miss Rock: Would you please let 
Senator Morse know of the support of my- 
self and of the members of our seminar for 
his statement of August 5 on Vietnam. His 
vigorous and courageous action is welcome 
and necessary. Will he lead a so-called lib- 
eral filibuster” against the resolution? While 
one recognizes the desirability of full sup- 
port for Presidential action, . nevertheless, 
we have no business violating the stand- 
ards we expect others to observe. 

Dr. Louis Brakeman, 
Assistant Professor of Government. 


. Boston, Mass.. 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Independent, 

Senate Office Building , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have addressed you 
as Independent, although fully aware of your 
party designation, because I wish to pay my 
respects to your independence of mind and 
spirit. It would seem that you alone have 
the courage to speak out when the other 
MemberB of the Congress are hysterical In 
their chauvinism. 

You are not alone In your view that our 
Government has been provocative in its ac- 
tions In southeast Asia. Anyone who had 
observed the trial balloons that have been 
floated both in Washington and In Saigon 
during the past weeks should have concluded 
long before the shooting began that we were 
preparing to send men and machines openly 
into Vietnam, and the disclaimer of aggres- 
sion on our part Is disingenuous, to say the 
least. What was the mission of our warships 
In the Gulf of Tonkin and were they sup- 
porting actively or in a standby position the 
attack by South Vietnamese torpedo boats on 
North Vietnam? 

Without minimizing the blame to be as- 
sessed against North Vietnam and the Re- 
public of China, you alone have spoken 
directly to the American people about the 
adventurism and jingoism of a policy lead- 
ing to the brink of war, a policy that can- 
not succeed where we support undemocratic 
military oligarchies. We can cry “liberty, 
democracy, and peace” where there Is little 
liberty, less democracy, and no peace. 

Finally, I ask whether Goldwaterlsm has 
not already won a signal victory long before 
the November election. I enclose a comment 
. of mine printed in the New York Times of 
July 30 whlch may interest you. 

Very truly yours, 

Lester S. Cramer. 


Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 4, 1964. 

President Johnson, 

White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: I consider the action 
you have ordered In Vietnam unnecessary 
and dangerous. Our presence In Vietnam 
and supporting one rotten regime after an- 
other is a mistake. You are getting the 
same bad advice from Dean Rusk that Presi- 
dent Truman got from Foster Dulles, 

We don’t want another Korea, or worse. 
Sincerely, 

Frank V. Wilby. 

P.S. — I support the positions of Senators 
Wayne Morse and Church. 

Copies to Senator Morse, Senator Church, 
Senator Kuchel, Senator Salinger, Con- 
gressman A. Bell. 

Alhambra, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Admire your courageous stand opposing 
the President’s decision to bomb North Viet- 
namese bases. 

Sterling Beath. 

Bowling Green, Ky., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have no way of 
knowing what type of response you are re- 
ceiving in regard to your position on Viet- 
nam but If it is typical of the usual in such 
situations I am sure It Is less than pleasing. 
For what It is worth, I wish there was some- 
thing I could do to help you on It. It is 
both infuriating and debilitating to be un- 
able to cry out at, for whatever good the 
ultimate good may be, the absolutely Illegal 
immoral and amoral, contrary to the sim- 
plest lessons of history course we are follow- 
ing in Asia. It is utterly collosal the way 
that we are having the rug yanked out from 
under us by this "soft-hard”, sell semantic 
legerdemain. Of the few tattered remnants 
left in the barrel of freedoms Is the right not 
to vote. I am going to exercise it. I can’t 
tell the pigs from the people. 

Cordially, 

Robert C. McCrocklin. 


' New York, N.Y., 
Thursday, August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator: I want to thank you for 
your most courageous stand against the reso- 
lution sanctioning the President’s actions In 
southeast Asia. 

Although you are alone in the Halls of 
Congress, I know you speak for millions of 
Americans who support you on this question. 

Please keep it up. 

Sincerely yours, 

Vivian Kuch. 

Riverdale, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: My wife and I wish to thank 
you very much for the gallant fight you are 
waging to terminate the needless slaughter 
in Vietnam. ^ 

We have too few men like yourself In Con- 
gress. Please keep up this fight. 

Very truly yours, 

Walter H. Koppelman. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: We extend to you heartfelt grati- 
tude for your patriotism and highest courage 
in this present crisis. You have followed In 
the footsteps of Abraham Lincoln who, with 


the same kind of patriotism, the highest 
patriotism, stood against the Mexican War. 
We are sure that, as In the latter case. It will 
not be long before history will vindicate your 
heroic stand. The history books will cite 
you and your colleagues from Alaska as the 
towering heroes of this era. The American 
people will become aware of the debt they 
owe you for defending their supreme in- 
terests— the Constitution and world peace. 
You have acted to save the honor of our Na- 
tion. The overwhelming majority of man- 
kind cannot help but oppose the surrender 
of the present administration to the rightist, 
militaristic, Goldwater forces. 

Thank you for lighting a candle In the 
darkness. As the poet wrote “Truth, crushed 
to earth, shall rise again.” 

Sincerely, 

Adele and Merton Chernoff. 

Lamoni, Iowa, 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: May I convey my admira- 
tion and agreement with your statements and 
position on Vietnam? I knew what you 
would say before you said It. I knew who 
would be the one to oppose the resolution 
giving the President a blank check for war. 
Thank you for your bravery — so seldom 
found in those who occupy positions of trust 
and Influence. 

I am sure many others feel as you do. 
Perhaps their influence, Joined to yours, can 
keep us from an extension of the differences 
in Vietnam (the Congo, etc.) from argument 
to war. 

You may remember me as one who au- 
thored and sent to you a book of “Kennedy 
Poems.” You mentioned to me, too, once 
that you knew of my daughter Dixie, who 
once worked on the Hill for Carter and Bur- 
dick, and has recently been a Foreign Service 
officer stationed at our Embassy in Brussels. 

Dixie has come home to campaign (for she 
loves campaigning and has done so often for 
such liberal Senators as Burdick, McGovern, 
Kennedy — and Humphrey whom she hopes 
will be Vice President). She is a delegate 
on the platform committee to the national 
convention. And I have asked her to call at 
your office and say hello to you, if she has 
time while she is In Washington. 

Thank you again for all you have done and 
(I know) will continue to do on behalf of 
expressions of reason and peace through ne- 
gotiation — not bombers. 

Truly, 

Helen Harrington. 

Lamoni, Iowa. 


Clark University, 
Worcester, Mass., August 8, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: One can only be dis- 
mayed that there were just two lonely voices 
raised in the Senate of the United States to 
warn of the perils that face our country If 
we persist In our current disastrous policies 
In South Vietnam. 

You and Senator Gruening stood alone 
against a tidal wave of unthinking jingoism 
which dominates not only the legislative 
chambers of our Government, but also the 
press, the radio, and television. It may seem 
foolhardy to persist In your criticism, but it 
is vital that you do so. The world must 
know that there remain some American lead- 
ers who realize, as the late John F. Kennedy 
put it on the Senate floor In 1954, that a 
policy in this area resting on arms and brute 
force could jonly be “dangerously futile and 
self-destructive.” It was a tragedy that as 
President, Mr Kennedy became committed to 
the very policy he had earlier challenged. It 
is a tragedy that so few today can see how 
true his earlier comment was. 
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Your vote in opposition to the recent reso- 
lution ol’ support to President Johnson may 
earn you calumny today, hut I feel confident 
that historians of the future will feel that 
you upheld the honor of all Americana by 
your act. 

Sincerely yours. 

Martin Dimming Lewis, 
Visiting Associate Professor of HistO'ry. 

Fort Laue ebdale, Fla., 

August 7,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Deas Sis: I heartily agree wit hyour evalu- 
ation of UB. action In Vietnam, and applaud 
your courage In stating these obviously un- 
palatable truths. 

You know what It is all about, and I think 
I know what these latest warlike moves are 
all about, and I can only hope that there are 
statesmen in the Far East who can also say, 
as Mr. Klirushchev did, on another occasion, 
“We understand that It is election year, and 
we make allowances.” 

But for an understanding of the motiva- 
tion behind these acts, I should be com- 
pletely terrified by this latest exhibition of 
brlnksmanshlp” which I had hoped died 
with the Dulles era. 

Please speak out loud and clear and often; 
your sanity Is needed In these crazy times 
Thank you. 

Mi's. Joan B. Lane. 
Alhambra, Calif., 

Q August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.c. 

Dear Sir: Please accept my humble and 
grateful admiration for your statements re- 
garding the present crisis in Vietnam. 

I believe that you show unique and ad- 
mirable concern for truth, without which 
there is little hope for pea ^e In this atomic 
age. 

Thank you. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stew/.rt W, Hanson. 

L °s Angeles, Calif. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, DC. 

llianb you. Senator Morse, for your state- 
ment on Vietnam. It Is one of the few 
honest appraisals of the American position 
there that I have heard. The political fo<* 
surrounding the whole thing has been ap- 
palling. 

Best wishes, and carry on. 

Geraldine Duffus. 

West Los Angeves, Calif., 
e August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

V7a.ihingtcm, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We want you to know 
t.aat we support your views on Vietnam. It 
la encouraging to hear that you have not 
changed your attitude even though we are 
facexl with an international crisis. 

Today it seems that very few In our coun- 
try know how to be in the minority. You are 
extremely courageous and we hope your per- 
sistence is catching In Washington. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. ahd Mrs, David Landy. 


out of thin dangerous situation In Vietnam 
through negotiations. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Jean Meisner. 

Seattle, Wash., 

Avgust 7. 1964. 

Senator W/.yne Morse, 

Senate Offi re Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am shocked and 
horrified at the undemocratic manner of the 
Congress in rushing through the resolution 
of approval 6f vrarlike action being taken by 
our forces In the Far East. 

It would seem to me that this is a viola- 
tion or at east an evasion of our Constitu- 
tion. If others feel as I do, there should be 
much gratitude for your courage In opposing 
this hasty action. Many people I have talked 
to about t lis, wonder whose chestnuts we 
are pulling out of the fire in that area and 
why this matte:* has not been turned over 
t-o the Uni ;ed Nations long ago. 

I believe as time passes, the citizens will 
become mo 'e and more aware of the danger 
inherent in giving the President such a broad 
grant of pcwer and will demand a reversal 
of this acticn. 

Thank yo a for your efforts. 

Most sincerely, 

Anne M. Fisher. 

Copies tc Senators Jackson, Magnuson 
Representative Stinson. 

Washington, D.C., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear. Sen/ tor Morse : I write to thank you 
for your gieat courage and leadership in 
speaking the truth about southeast A=la, not 
only In the past few days, but through these 
many months. 

History w.il vindicate you. Your vote on 
the resolution today will be recorded In our 
history boom forever. Our children and 
grandchildren will know that two men stood 
for peace, truth, and morality while all 
around them voted for war. What unhappy 
times these ire, when men like Senator Ful- 
brigiit and ntheis who know better, choose 
the path of narrow political expediency. 

I pray that you will not falter. There are 
millions of Americans who feel as you do, 
and they soiely need a great political leader 
to speak out for them. 

I am terrified that the push toward war 
cannot be stopped. The Golciwater nomi- 
nation has h id its effect — the administration 
is saying "me, too." What can an ordinary 
citizens do to stop the Inexorable stampede 
to war? 

' 1 am truly Interested in your Ideas about 
how I and my friends can exert a counter- 
force to the escalation crowd. 

I would a* predate any suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Selma R. Rein. 


August 21 


University Park, Pa., 

_ _ August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I was glad to see you 
question some of the reasons for endorsing 
the President’s action ordering retaliation 
against North Vietnam. Some form of inter- 
national examination of the case to deter- 
mine responsibility for “aggression” is 
needed, and I hope you will support efforts 
to involve the U.N. in this way. 

Sincerely, 

Elton Atwater. 

State College, Pa., 

August 6, 1964. 

The President, 

The White House, 

Washington. D.C.' 

Dear Mr. President: I think it is unfor- 
tunate that you ordered the retaliation 
against North Vietnam before the question 
could be examined by the U.N. Security 
Council. Out position would be much 
stronger If we had given the opportunity for 
an international body to determine the fact 
of aggression. So far as can be determined 
from the news reports, we could have afforded 
bo have acted with more restraint and waited 
lor an International consideration of the 
North Vietnamese attacks on U.S. destroyers! 
According to 'he jaews reports in the Wash- 
ington Post, many countries seem to be 
skeptical about our version of events. Had 
we referred the case ot the U.N. first, this 
skepticism might have been lessened. 

In any event, I hope that you will now 
authorize Ambassador Stevenson to invite a 
full U.N. Investigation of the Incidents In 
the Gulf of Tcnkln with a view to establish- 
ing responsibility for those incidents. I also 
hope that your discussions today with Sec- 
retary General U Thant will lead to the 
proposal of appropriate U.N. action through 
some form of supervision or peacekeeping 
operation which could discourage outside 
intervention in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia 
and help assure those countries the oppor- 
tunity to determine freely the kind of politi- 
cal and economic institutions they desire 
Sincerely yours, 

Elton Atwater, 

Professor of Political Science, the 
Pennsylvania State University. 

Capitola, Calif., 

„ August 5, 1964 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: Just a few hurried lines to 
say that I agree with all quotations that I 
have seen in the press from your statements 
on Vietnam and that I honor you for your 
courage, penetration and sincerity. 

Sincerely, 

Duvion McIntyre. 


Loe Angelios, Calif., 

( August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Fortunately for our country tliat we still 
have men like you. We often read your 
speeches which give us hope that reason will 
prevail. May God give you st rength to carry 
on and influence your colleagues to get us 


Brooklyn. N.Y, 

Senator Wayije Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sena*. 'or: The stand you are taking 
in The curren ; controversy over the sou theast 
Asia affair Is to be commended. 

You and Senator Ernest Ghiiening are 
fighting a losing battle in the stand you are 
taking but at least you will go down in his- 
tory as being among the few who are fighting 
to save our country from taking the same sui- 
cidal steps that France had taken a decade 
ago. 

I also feel as you do that we have no 
business In tt e southeast Asia arc a but since 
the majority always prevails, so be it. 

There are many who leel as you do but do 
not take time out to write. 

Respect fully yours, 

Angelo J. Santoro. 


San Francisco, Calif., 

„ , - August 6, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senatos Morse: Thank God for your 
intelligence and courage. We are indeed 
fortunate that your voice can be heard ex- 
pressing the nee d for rational action. I hope 
that the Senate will be s ble to understand 
and act with equal understanding. 

Sincerely yours, 

Marshall Axelrod. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

.Dear Senator Morse: I would like to com- 
mend you on your brave and solitary stand 
against the decision of the United States 
Government to act unilaterally against the 
North Vietnamese. You have always been 
a vocal and Intelligent critic of our policies 
in southeast Asia, and I hope you will con- 
tinue to act as a force of opposition and 
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strength against the prevailing view. This 
is a most necessary and potent force in our 
governmental system — the "establishment” 
must be challenged. : 

Continue your fine work and please realize 
that this letter represents many voices who 
are now being drowned out by the louder, 
but not more articulate clamor. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Robert P. Hufner. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

< August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We wish to commend 
you for your courageous stand in voting 
against the resolution supporting the action 
in Vietnam. Yours is the one sane voice In 
Washington. 

You are not alone but have the backing of 
many of us. Enclosed is a clipping signed 
by some of us who do not want to spread 
the war in Asia. 

We hope you will keep speaking out against 
this immoral war. Perhaps our Nation can 
still be saved. 

Sincerely, 

Barry and Janie Freeman. 

Springfield, Mass., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you and Sen- 
ator Grtjening for your wise and courageous 
vote on the Vietnam resolution. You save 
us, who agree with you, that U.S. policy in 
that area is a tragic and criminal blunder 
from utter despair. 

I wonder whether you have had time with 
your hectic routine to read "The Deputy,” 
which, of course, portrays the tragic lack of 
courage and conviction on the part of Pope 
Plus XII that allowed the Nazis to go ahead 
unchecked in their slaughter of the Jews. 
This great play Is an indictment of all (not 
only Catholics) who profess noble principles 
and fail to act' In accordance with them. I 
fe,el that your part in our Government is 
similar to, though in a different way, that 
of the heroic priest in the play who died 
with the Jews. You stand in deed for peace 
apd freedom, willing to work and sacrifice 
for them. 

| Keep on with the good work, and be as- 
sured that many people are with you. 
i Sincerely and with profound gratitude, 
i Margaret G. Holt. 

j Copy to President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Laurelton, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator, Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing to ex- 
press my deep appreciation for your cou- 
raegous stand in the Senate on U.S. involve- 
ment in southeast Asia, with particular 
reference to South Vietnam, and most re- 
cently its activity in North Vietnam. 
Yours, and perhaps Senator Gkuening’s, are 
the only voices being raised against our 
further involvement in that area. Un- 
fortunately, the press has been conducting 
an almost total blackout on your views, and 
the American people may be led into a war 
without having had the benefit of your 
enlightening views, which may help to give 
them a more honest evaluation of the sitr 
uatlon, 

I sincerely hope you will continue to fight 
for American withdrawal from South Viet- 
nam and for the discontinuation of the 
pouring of American' taxpayers’ money into 
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that country. It is sad to note that many 
citizens who feel as I do are being misrep- 
resented by their Congressmen. I am sure 
you will agree with me that there are many 
Americans who are not behind President 
Johnson, Mr. Rusk, and Mr. McNamara in 
this dangerous venture, and whose voices 
are not heard above the sword rattling and 
the screeching newspaper headlines. 

There are many, like myself, who are deeply 
indebted to you. I hope you will have the 
strength to continue your honest fight 
against the forces of reaction who will not 
rest until we have gone over the brink. 

Sincerely yours, 

ISABEL L. FANTEL 

Mrs. William Fantel. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
wise and courageous stand on Vietnam. For 
some time I have been greatly disturbed by 
our unilateral action in that country. It is 
my understanding that our presence there 
violates the United Nations Charter, and 
surely this organization is our best hope for 
world peace. 

Also, I appreciate your concern over the 
foreign aid bill. It is a fearful thing to 
realize that so much of our so-called aid 
is in the form of military equipment. If we 
are sincere about helping the world, we 
should put the emphasis on educating the 
people and developing their resources. 

Recently I spent a year traveling around 
the world, and I could not help hut be deeply 
impressed by the global display of American 
armaments and American soldiers. Must the 
image of Uncle Sam be that of a man with 
a gun on his shoulder? 

Even if we are lucky enough to avoid a 
nuclear conflict, how long can we afford to 
run wars all over the map? Though our 
resources are great, they are not unlimited. 
Our democracy has not yet been tried by 
time. Taking the long view, we may he 
aiming toward self-destruction. Yet we are 
people of good will. Our great need is for 
wisdom in the use of our opportunities. 

That is why we are fortunate in having a 
man such as you in our Senate. You have 
the ability to see clearly, and you have the 
courage to raise your voice. My hope is that 
others will see the light and join you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Catherine L. Ter Veer. 

Friday, August 7, 1964. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse: 

I just have to write a few lines to let you 
know so many people I have talked to 
giving you credit for your honest stand you 
took on peace. We need more men like 
you that can stand up and be counted. 

Because war is hell, and nobody can win. 

Yours truly, 

Henry Olson. 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Please accept my heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation for your firm stand against 
McNamara’s war in southeast Asia. 

May I suggest that it is Indeed strange 
that the President of the United States could 
respond so quickly to an Incident that caused 
no loss of life in far away southeast Asia, 
but who is so helpless or indifferent to the 
plight of thousands of Americans in Missis- 
sippi and other Southern States who are 
being murdered and/or assaulted every day. 

I urge you to keep up the battle for peace 
and a semblance of democracy In southeast 
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Asia and request that you do all possible to 
end the war against Americans in the South. 
What can I do to help you? 

Sincerely yours, 

Ted MacMurray. 

Woodland Hills, Calif. 

New York City, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I am writing to com- 
mend you — in fact, to thank you — for having 
voted against the proposal to give congres- 
sional endorsement to President Johnson's 
retaliatory raids on North Vietnam. It was 
one of the most courageous and principled 
things that has been done In American public 
life in a long time. I do not often write to 
Government officials, but now I feel that 
writing this letter is the very least I can do. 

I am sure that there are others like me who 
have felt almost completely estranged from 
"official” politics in the United State.?, but 
who now feel that a voice has been raised 
on their behalf, and on behalf of common 
decency. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Ilson. 

P.S. — Hoping to hear some of the debate 
on the civil rights bill, I happened to be 
present In the Senate Galleries during the 
series of speeches made at the time of Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s death, and I would also 
like to compliment you and some of your 
colleagues on your skillful revelation, dur- 
ing this process, of aspects of MacArthur's 
thought that had not received much atten- 
tion. 

Yellow Springs, Ohio, 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: Let me express my appre- 
ciation to you for standing against the reso- 
lution adopted by the Senate to support the 
President’s interjecting the United States 
into a warlike and aggressive situation. You 
were the only voice quoted on the very be- 
lievable proposition that the U.S. Navy was 
in fact providing cover for the Southern 
forces attack on the North. 

One need not attack the seaports of a na- 
tion as an action of repelling attacking pa- 
trol boats. Evidently, we plan on carrying 
the war, whose I’m not clear on, into North 
Vietnam. This war is clearly one of the in- 
dependents versus the small, southern power 
clique. Reports I read indicate that the rul- 
ing regime of South Vietnam has little to no 
popular support. 

Thanks also for helping to eliminate the 
$800,000 celling per institution in the recently 
passed NEDA. I still lament that we must 
modify the word (and concept) of education 
with the word defense in order to get Federal 
moneys to finance such. 

I hope you will do whatever you can to 
reduce the number, financing and develop- 
ing power to establish more high school ROTC 
units. Tile H.R. 9124 Just passed, and which 
I’ve fully read, may be good for a more eco- 
nomical and equitable college ROTC program 
to train the future administrators of a war 
machine, but need we Indoctrinate the very 
young: confuse them into thinking that dem- 
ocratic processes and freedom can be bought 
with might, and to respect an order over 
reasoned action, I fail to see how we can 
gain anything through increasing the high 
school ROTC "capability.” 

I still recall your telling us at OSU (then 
OSC) in 1969 that if there was no test ban 
treaty within 10 years there would be in its 
place nuclear destruction (not your exact 
words but the same meaning). Well, we've 
got half of that test ban and half the time Is 
gone. If your prophecy is correct we've still 
got a big Job ahead. 


0 
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Thanks for your continued Interest. Sorry 
I can't transfer one of my Ohio votes for you. 
Sincerely, 

Bruce Ercood. 

Please send me a copy of Senator Gaylord 
Nelson’s speech and/or bill to end the draft. 
Thank you. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Tour courage and 
integrity in looking at the situation In Viet- 
nam objectively, is much admired. 

It is unfortunate that tile American people 
have been given so little background with 
'Which to understand what is going on. We 
continue to pursue the "g.xid guys” and “bad 
guys’’ point of view which is suicidal in this 
nuclear age. 

Have you considered a speaking tour, to 
inform the American people, and to alert 
them about this and other crises In our re- 
lations with other nations? 

Your presence In the Senate was never 
more needed. We are glad you are there. 
Sincerely yours, 

Elizabeth A. Wilson 
Mrs. W. B. Wilson. 

Seattle, Wash., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express 
my gratitude and admiration to the only 
man in our Senate with brains and courage 
enough to take a firm stand against this 
Vietnam lunacy. What is to me amazing is 
the almost total absence of dissent here. 
A reporter (P.I.) took a street sampling of 
public reaction right aft.jr the President’s 
television talk and all interviewed were for 
war. Are we humans on a par with lem- 
mings? Eager to march en mass pver the 
cl ill Into the sea of disaster. Where is the 
evidence that our educational system really 
educates? Teaches evaluation and good 
Judgment? Good for you, and God help 
genus homo sapiens— sap, for short. John- 
son should be impeached, McNamara and 
Rusk canned, and the Pentagon converted to 
a scientific lab for the elimination of 
stupidity. 

Gratefully yours, 

Alex Hamilton. 

Corpus Chrism, Tex., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I admire your stand 
on Vietnam, it is Just a political move by 
Johnson any one can see that. This had been 
a serious thing for a long time. Why didn’t 
he move before. 

I hope you and many Republicans will 
see that the declaration of war will not go 
through. 

Very sincerely, 

Mrs. Ellen C. Luehrs. 

Mio, Mich., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.G. 

Sm: We just saw the film clip of your in- 
terview concerning Vietnam and the, pro- 
posed resolution supporting future presi- 
dential action there. Wert; you the Senator 
from Michigan, you would have both my 
vote and my wife's for as long as you would 
care to run for that office. It is a shame 
there are not more men in Congress with 
your corn age and convictions. 

American forces belpng at home. Their 
use in the illegal war in Vietnam In the de- 
fense of u military dictatorship is far be- 
yond their call of duty. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gaylord Yost. 


Maplewood, N.J., 

August ?, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

The Senate Office Building, 

Washingtcn, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express 
my agree nent with and appreciation for 
your and Senator Gruening's vote against 
the resolution authorizing President John- 
son to take any military measures he pleases 
In all of southeast Asia. I am sure there 
are many, inar.y citizens who feel similarly, 
although .me would never know it from the 
vote. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Estelle E;. Laba. 
Tacoma, Wash. 

Dear Sir: Thank you for your opposition 
to U.S. involvement in Asia war. Our Wash- 
ington delegation arc: married to the military 
capitalist clique and I told ’em so. 

I do not believe the United States was at- 
tacked. I belle /e the Washington delegation 
is corrupt. 

Sincerely, 

Baldwin Jacobson. 

P.S. — I hear the United States has built a 
concentration camp In Alaska for dissidents 
1 suppose. 

Tacoma, Wash., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wiyne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington., D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I just heard from 
Mrs. James Richard (Maude) your cou- 
rageous stand yesterday, the only one who did 
not vote on the Vietnam program of the 
President. May I in all sincerity tell you how 
much I adnire and honor you for your un- 
selfish act, your courage and loyalty to your 
country and the American people. 

But because greed and power control so 
many of otr leaders and so many of the peo- 
ple are bra nwaahed as it seems to me, others 
not interes;ed, they will not understand you, 
the one mm who stood alone because you 
believe in justice and love your country. 
And Mrs. Richard te.'.ls me in your talk on 
TV which £ am indeed very sorr y I missed, 
you said, if the Senators had stood by their 
convictions they had expressed to you earlier, 
when they came together to cast their votes 
you would not have been alone. Th is poem 
by Lowell expresses well what happened. 
“Slaves.” 

“They are s aves who fear to speak. 

For the .’alien and the weak, 

They are saves who will not choose, 

Hatred i coifing, and abuse, 

Rather then, in silence shrink. 

From th i truLh they needs must think. 
They are & aves who dare not be. 

In the right with two or three.” 

—James Russell Lowell. 

God's richest blessings attend you and 
good health be yours for many years to carry 
on your work and peace and happiness be 
yours as Is the reward of those who serve 
humanity unselfishly. 

Very sincerely, 

Florida L. Byrne 

Mrs. E. P. Byrne. 

P.S. — Senitor Morse — your letter received 
and appreciated in regard to : H.R. 1339 but 
I am not certain I understand,. I am under 
the impression that ]>art of the bill, which 
would import beef free into the United States 
is not right any more than fiee import of 
wild birds md animals. You 3tate In your 
letter “I have a vital concern that amend- 
ments to this bill relative to the Imports of 
beef be enaoted." Do these amendments if 
enacted stop the Import? I am also deeply 
interested in the bills now ponding for hu- 
mane treatment of laboratory animals. I 
hope you are In favor of these bills and will 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500330004-0 


vote for them. Is there any chance of this 
legislation passing. There are some doctors 
very much in favor of them. 

From my letter I feel you understand I 
am strongly opposed to our action in Viet- 
nam and feel the only sane, safe way Is to 
withdraw from Asia at once or we will have 
a nuclear war. I have expressed myself to 
my Senators and Congressman. 

Mrs. Byrne. 

Redlands, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank heaven for 
men like you. Sometimes I think yours Is 
the only sane voice in Washington (though 
Humphrey and Fulbkight do come out with 
some good ideas, too). I am with you 100 
percent in your views on Vietnam. I Just 
hope somebody listens to you before it is too 
late. 

You continue to rate No. 1. in' my personal 
political hall of fame. Keep up your cour- 
age and keep up the good fight. 

Sincerely yours. 

Miss Gertrude Hacum. 

Morse Blasts U.S. Attack; Won’t Back War 
Declaration 

Washington.— Senator Wayne Morse, 
Democrat, of Oregon, yesterday assailed the 
United States as a “provocateur” in South 
Vietnam and said he will not support a 
“predated declaration of war” in Asia. 

Morse, a consistent critic of U.S. mainte- 
nance of troops In South Vietnam, voiced 
his opposition as the Senate’s leadership 
mapped plans to push through a resolution 
today backing President Johnson In what- 
ever steps are necessary to preserve peace 
and freedom In southeast Asia. 

He charged, In a Senate speech, that the 
incidents which Inspired the resolution— on 
which the Senate foreign relations and 
armed services committees will meet at 9 a.m. 
today— “Is as much the doing of the United 
States as it is the doing of North Vietnam.” 

The resolution, expected to have over- 
whelming bipartisan backing, grew out of 
two attacks by PT boats on U.S. destroyers 
in the Gulf of Tonkin. It was introduced In 
the Senate yesterday afternoon. 

Morse charged that a forerunner to the 
attacks on the U.S. destroyers was a known 
bombardment by South Vietnamese naval 
vessels of “two North Vietnamese islands 
within 3 to 5 or 6 miles of the main coast 
of North Vietnam.” 

He said the “clear implication” of that 
incident Is that the U.S. Navy stood guard 
while vessels of South Vietnam shelled North 
Vietnam. 

Morse declared that the United States has 
much to lose and little to gain by continuing 
Its “unilateral military action in southeast 
Asia, unsanettoned by the United Nations, 
and unaccompanied by allies’’ and should 
“strike a blow for peace” at the conference 
table. 

“I shall not support any substitute which 
takes the form of a predated declaration of 
war.” he declared. “I shall not support any 
delegation of the duty of Congress — of Con- 
fess — not the President — to' determine an 
i.ssue of war or peace. 

“I shall not support any substitute which 
Lakes the form of military action to expand 
the war or that encourages our puppets in 
.’Saigon to expand the war.” 

Dallas, Tex., 

August 7, 1964. 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, E .C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your stand against recent American actions 
in North Vietnam. Keep it up. Everywhere I 
go I hear people who regard Johnson as war- 
like. It seems to me that he is a puppet to 
the military. Little wonder the military can 
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run hog-wild over anyone it pleases, since 
we have a mass news media which glories in 

its every move. , _ __ ... 

Cambodia has recently claimed the United 
States has injured the residents of one of its 
villages on the border of South Vietnam by 
use of ‘‘defoliants.’* North Vietnam claims 
we have attacked one of its villages. And our 
President spouts out the lnnane slogan 
“leave your neighbors alone.” De Gaulle 
learned the har'd way the value of neutrality 
over there. If we don’t learn it soon the 
world is in for more useless agony. 

Keep up your courageous stand. You 
are gaining adherents every day. Goldwater 
will not get my vote and neither will John- 
son. 

Sincerely, 

Peter A. Mood. 
Ogden, Utah. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: Concerning your statements on 
television regarding U.S. action in Vietnam: 
Thank God for fearless men like you who 
make statements of honest conviction. 

Respectfully, 

William Rowley. 

Hackensack, N.J., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: The only complaint 
that I have about your comments, attitudes, 
and votes in the Senate concerning Vietnam 
is that you are not from the State of New 
Jersey. Thus, we do not have the opportun- 
ity to vote for you, or, for that matter Sena- 
tor Gruenning. (Perhaps Senators Case and 
Williams would be interested in the above.) 

My wife and I salute and congratulate 
you on your Vietnam stand, particularly in 
regard to your most recent vote in the Senate 
on the matter. Please persevere, so that oth- 
er Americans may become aware of our un- 
holy, illegal and Immoral southeast Aslan 
war. You do the United States proud, and 
make us non-Oregonians a bit envious. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert A. Klein. 

Levittown, Pa., 

August 7,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: We thank Goa 
for a man like you, with your courage and 
stamina. If there were even Just 12 
more like you there in the Senate or in the 
House we would not all be so gaily following 
the military into Vietnam. I’m sure you are 
doing all you can to stop this Insanity. 

Our best wishes are with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harold and Ethel Field. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Thank you for your cour- 
ageous stand on Vietnam. You have my 
complete support and admiration. Keep 
up the good work, and good luck. 

Yours truly, 

* Harriet botjgen. 

P.S.— I plan to cast a write-in vote for 
you for President in the November elections. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

My Dear Senator Morse: In the sea of 
voices of pompous self-righteousness and 
hypocrisy your lone voice stands out for rea- 
son— for justice. I am writing to thank you 
for standing up In the face of the hysteria. 
Keep your faith— a few are with you. 

Sincerely, 

Marianne Fox Powers. 


20303 


Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

Senate Office, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Congratulations! To be the only 
one to stand up for a principle takes great 
courage. May your health stay good for a 
long time. We need men of your principles 
and understanding, so rare these days. 

Please send me a copy of your speech con- 
taining the reasons you voted against the 
bill backing the action in South Vietnam. 
Thank you. 

David Green. 
August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: It is indeed disheartening 
to preface this letter by having to assure you 
that I am neither a Communist nor a Com- 
munist sympathizer. But the value of dis- 
sent in American politics has rarely been so 
clearly exemplified for me as In your op- 
position to our current policy in Vietnam. 
May I thank you for your courageous stand. 

I trust you will continue to pursue and 
articulate the true interests of the United 
States despite the anomalous chauvinistic 
tendencies now manifested by the admin- 
istration’s action. 

Respectfully yours, 

Zane Garfein. 

New York City, N.Y. 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have been Im- 
pelled many times to write you for your 
courageous efforts on behalf of the American 
people throughout the years, usually against 
great odds. But when I heard today that 
yours was the lone vote against the Presi- 
dent’s resolution, I decided to let you know 
right away that you are not alone and never 
have been. 

AH right-thinking people are appalled and 
revolted at the desperate actions of our so- 
called leaders In Congress. It seems there 
will always have to be a Korea, a Laos, a 
Cuba, and all of President Johnson’s pretty 
speeches go by the board when another war- 
mongering opportunity presents Itself. Why 
can’t our government learn the simple 
truth — we have no business in South Viet- 
nam, whether we like it or not. Everything 
the President said applies to the United 
States, not to North Vietnam. We are head- 
ing for suicide. Please try to stop this 
lunacy. 

Keep up the good work. 

Mrs. E. Schneider. 


New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The President, 

The White House, 

Washington, D .C. 

Dear Mr. President: I am writing to you 
because of the recent U.S. military action 
in Vietnam. I disagree completely with the 
U.S. action and policy in Vietnam. 

The war In Vietnam is a civil war and the 
United States has no international legal 
rights in this area. The Geneva accord de- 
fined the legal aspects of Vietnam. 

I urge that you lead the United States in 
encouraging the countries responsible for the 
accord to see that a negotiated agreement 
is pursued vigorously and unceasingly. Then 
take U.S. troops out of Vietnam so that a 
negotiated settlement would be possible 
without the threat of U.S. military force. 


I refer you to Senator Wayne Morse’s state- 
ments, reported in yesterday’s New York 
Times, for a voice of reason to follow. 
Respectfully yours, 

Patricia M. Campbell. 
Copy to Senator Wayne Morse. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: This is to let you know that 
I fully support your stand as against the 
administration’s recent moves toward esca- 
lating the war in Vietnam. 

I have agreed with you all along that we 
had no business in southeast Asia in the first 
place and should have got out of there long 
ago. This latest hare-brained escapade In 
the Gulf of Tonkin is certainly the height of 
folly and can well lead to nuclear war. 

Yours sincerely, 

O. E. Linton. 

Copies to Senators Kenneth B. Keating, 
Jacob Javits. 

Beverly Hills. Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator: I fully agree with your 
stand on the Vietnam situation as reported 
in the Los Angeles Times of this date. I 
admire your courage to call a provocation by 
Its name even if it is perpetrated by our 
own Government. 

With admiration and respect. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Zorah E. Sheffner. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Re U.S. versus North Vietnam. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Sir: I have Just read this morn- 
ing’s newspaper report of your criticism of 
the U.S. “provocateur” action of South Viet- 
nam, and particularly of the U.S. attack on 
North Vietnam. 

It appears to me that our sending thou- 
sands of armed American soldiers to South 
Vietnam as “advisers” is hypocritical, as well 
as a violation of the written agreements 
regarding that area. It also appears that the 
increasing number of our “advisers” being in- 
jured or killed in South Vietnam indicates 
that they are unnecessarily close to combat 
in that area. 

The reports of North Vietnam PT boats 
attacking our destroyers in the Gulf of 
Tonkin arouses serious doubts, as surely such 
a small nation attacking the most powerful 
nation In the world leaves something — or 
somethings — unmentloned as to the cause of 
such daring, insane attacks. 

Your statement that the U.S. Navy stood 
guard while vessels of South Vietnam shelled 
North Vietnam, leads a clue as to the real 
reason for North Vietnam’s alleged armed 
attack on our naval vessels. 

At any rate, my compliments to you, and 
I feel that you are a fine a U.S. Senator as 
ever we have had. 

Respectfully, 

J. Allan Frankel. 

P.S. — My friend, Mrs. Adella Y. Fabel of 
3670 Wasatch Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif., has 
asked me to endorse the foregoing. 

Copy to Adella Y, Fabel. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Congress of the United States, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your indictment of 
U.S. retaliation against North Vietnam Is to 
bo applauded. It is heartening to know that 
the sentiments of a good many Americans In 
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this matter have found a voice In you. Al- 
though It would seem that you speak for a 
minority, and a frustratiagly helpless minor- 
ity at that, it Is at least a principled one. 

If there is any way In which my wife and 
I can aid you in your work for peace, please 
do not hesitate to call on us. 

. Gratefully, . . 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Jessic, Jr. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 1 am glad that I can 
so honestly commend you once again for your 
brave opposition to the resolution that the 
President placed before the Congress. You 
and Senator Gruening were alone in your 
, aland; and while there seemed a little hope 
in your actions, it turned out that the ma- 
jority of the Congress accepted what the 
President suggested, though » few voted for 
the resolution with slight qualifications 
which are not considered, I am sure. 

It is so shocking and above all surprising 
that, such action could so quickly be ac- 
cepted by the Congress without lengthy and 
intelligent debate as to who “aggresses on 
whom”; and also, without even putting it 
Into the hands of the U.tf., which, after all, 
is an international body supposed to be able 
to give unprejudiced opinions on interna- 
tional matters. 

How could we do this— and I am so grate- 
ful to you and Senator Gruening for bravely 
Opposing the newest threat to a confronta- 
tion on this issue of Vietnam which has 
never been thoroughly and fearlessly dis- 
cussed in the Congress. 

Why has no one suggested and Imple- 
mented neutralization cf southeast Asia? 
or even stopped military action while the 
debates as to those who did what could be 
carefully examined and discussed. Why such 
he^te and such military speed? It Is fright- 
ening and shocking. I am sure you feel 
that way too, and it Is too bad that we had 
only a lew hours of hope alter the Presi- 
dent's resolution and now that Is the coldest 
comfort we can get to avoiding the approach- 
ing dangers of nuclear war. 

I dare say there is nothing that we Indi- 
viduals can do, but If you have any thoughts 
where those of us who agree with your cau- 
tion can. help please, please let us know 
Instantly. 

Thank you for your acton up to now, and 
let us hope you will not fal ter later. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. IUdna. Macgowan. 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office iBuilding, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Support your position on not 
extending the war in Vietnam. I urge your 
support for the reconvening of the Geneva 
powers, negotiate a settlement and neu- 
tralize the area. 

The further our commitment, the more 
difficult It will become to make a settlement. 

We will also be alienating the people even 
more and make them anti-Anterican rather 
than pro-Communist. 

Rather than destruction, let us put our 
eiforts into rebuilding, raising standards, 
give them a hope for the future and not line 
pockets of puppet politica ls. 

If we, on both sides, continue the present 
course, then we may be debating the Issue In 
the next world. The days of might and right 
are over. So is white mm's rules. These 
rules and laws are In need of negotiation. 

Good luck and you can count on our sup- 
port. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Ruth M. Willner, 
Monterey Park, Calif. 
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Beulah, Colo.,' 
August <f, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for say- 
ing some self-evident truths. Wc had flexed 
our muscles, like the neighborhood bully, 
and shown the world they can't throw spit 
wads at is. Whether we have contributed 
anything toward world peace, or the peace- 
ful solutions of world problems, Is very 
doubtful. 

But thunk you for being you, through It 
all. 

Sin cerely, 

Joan Thomson. 

Brewsiiee, N.Y., 
August 3, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office 3uilding, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: Immediately 
after your lone negative vete In the Senate 
Foreign /flairs Committee on the proposal 
to give ihe President full and exclusive 
powers to take what action he chose in 
the southeast Asian conflict, my house mate, 
Miss Trac/ D. Nugguet, voiced you tier many 
gratitude, and admiration. 

May I r ow add my very sincere apprecia- 
tion of your sanity and great courage in op- 
posing th> resolution, now passed by both 
House ancl Senate, on the double poured of 
its probable unconstitutionately and Its 
extremely provacative nature in a situation 
so replete- with danger in the entire world. 

It Is to men like you and Senator Gruen- 
ing that persons like myself and my friend 
must turn In these terrifyingly dangerous 
times. 

Again, I thank you from my heart. 

With all best wishes. 

Most sincerely, 

Miss Frances Witherspoon. 

P.S.— May I add that my father, S. A. 
Witherspom (now deceased) when in Con- 
gress, stoed up (with four olher Represen- 
tatives) against Woodrow Wilson in a dan- 
gerously provaotive situation involving the 
United States and Mexico. 

Waukesha, Win., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I. commend your 
forthright and courageous stand and am 
appalled with the ease with which the Con- 
gress supported aggression. 

It appea -s to me that we have been "tak- 
ing over” the colonial roles of Britain and 
France anc. provoking aggression by a policy 
of contain nent. I would support the Idea 
of a 14 nation meeting to neutralize south- 
east Asia, with enforcement by the United 
Nations. 1 think that the public has not 
been properly informed of the gradual steps 
toward wai which we have been taking and 
that we are taking a fearful gamble which 
will only bring us resentment and further 
clanger in tae future. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Jane Stare. 

Denver, Colo., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sen ator : Even though you are not a 
Senator from Colorado. You are pait of our 
Federal Government and I want to congratu- 
late you for the honest and sincere stand 
you have tiken against the resolution sup- 
porting President Johnson In his orders to 
attack North Vietnam, 

If our Federal Government will act. before 
it is too lite, its responsibility Is to put 
our own he use Jn order. Millions o:l people 
out of wort, other millions working for very 
low wages and high cost of living— high 
rents, living in terrible slums— Harlem, N.Y., 
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la a good and clear example of what we have 
throughout this Nation. 

The John Blrchers and the sons of Birch- 
ers, the Wh te Citizens Councils, and the Klu 
KIux Klan worming themselves Into the 
Republican Party and yes, even Into the 
Democratic Party. President Johnson, now 
playing to the music of Goldwater to ex- 
tend the war to North Vietnam. How about 
stopping the terror and church burnings and 
murders of Negro and white U.S. citizens 
who try to enforce the U.S. constitutional 
rights of the people of the Southern States 
to register and vote. Senator Morse, you 
are the only one today who stood up' in 
Washington, D.C. for what is right and 
sacred. History will praise your efforts and 
the generations to come, all over this world, 
will know of you because of your great 
struggle to expose those who are drunk with 
greed. And to bring the truth to the fore- 
front in this: worldwide revolution for sanity 
and reason. 

Senator Allott from Colorado. In answer 
to my appeals to him to fight for a better 
treatment for the agricultural workers in 
our State, sends me copies of letters inserted 
into the Congressional Record, that raise 
the bogey-man of anticommunism. 

Such is the trick that our Government is 
using today to fool the American people into 
a war that will destroy the people of this 
world. 

Let us see if Congress will allow you to 
have my letter inserted into its records. This 
is supposed to be democracy in action. 

God bless you. Senator Morse. 

Yours truly, 

Robert Trujillo. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
you most heartily on your vote against giv- 
ing war powers to the President in Vietnam. 
It is good to know that there was someone 
who was able to keep hie head during the 
hysteria that has surrounded this crisis, and 
I am convinced that history will prove you 
to have been right. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Duane Magill. 
August 5, 1964. 

Mr. President: Regarding your newest 
apology for our murder in Veitnam, you are 
a bit confusing. It is true that — 

“The attacks were deliberate,” i.e. those of 
U.S .A. for years. 

"The attacks were unprovoked,” i.e. those 
of U.S.A/for years. 

“The attacks have been answered," i.e. by 
large proportions of the Vietnamese people. 

One, two, three, and how many more Pres- 
idents will lie to the American people and the 
world? 

“We have not one ally,” as a great Sen- 
ator has reminded us. That is not suprising 
for the world knows the truth. 

Yours for honesty, 

James E. Amick. 

Blue Springs, Mo. 

Gardena, Calif., 

August 4, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your words in re- 
gard to U.S. foreign policy, particularly in 
southeast Asia, have been brave, courageous, 
and honest words. I wish to both commend 
you and encourage you. . 

Unfortunately, It appears that the mass 
media distorts and belies what is happening 
In Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia. That we 
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pour millions of dollars Into a military dic- 
tatorship, drop napalm on Innocent civilians, 
and pursue an increasingly unpopular war, 
is upsetting and frightening. 

Are we not risking the possibility of the 
growth into an all-out nuclear war? Your 
motion to cut by $500 million U.S. foreign 
aid is a step In the right direction. Sadly, 
we appear to support unpopular dictators and 
make ourselves disliked. Keep up the good 
work. 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn Vittor. 

i 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I agree with you re 
Vietnam— yet admit it’s nothing but feeling 
which brings me to this conclusion — nat- 
urally I know no facts. It simply seems to 
me there is a certain correlation between this 
and those dear old missionaries who spread 
over the world putting Mother Hubbards on 
those happy, naked ladles who had no idea 
they were being shameless— and comfortable. 
Incidentally, the missionaries had it pretty 
good in some ways, didn’t they— free travel, 
no ddubt lots of household keep, and the 
lovely feeling that they were bringing "light” 
to savages. 

Yes, I know the world is much more com- 
plicated these days. But people are still 
people — and all of written history bears this 

° U A voter these days Is sure on the horns of 
a dilemma. 

K. Bald. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

.August 7 , 1964 , 

Dear Senator Morse: Bless you for your 
noble Stand — you are not alone— there are 
so many, many of us that you alone are 
speaking for. We must not be dragged down 
the path of self-destruction. You keep going 
for us and we’ll keep working that we may 
have some alternative out of this horrible 
mess. 

Strength be yours, and again bless you. 

I have written to the President and Senator 
Clark. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Kunkle. 

Alhambra, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thanks for clarify- 
ing what otherwise was an incomprehensible 
situation In Vietnam. My congratulations 
for your courage, honesty, and forthright- 
ness In presenting a more complete Interpre- 
tation of the current crisis. 

Please put me on your mailing list. I’ll be 
glad to help keep a man of your stature in 
the Senate. 

Sincerely yours. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Moyse. 

Auburn, Calif. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

.Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your position on 
Vietnam is the most courageous to appear on 
the national scene in many months. I trust 
you will stay with it and continue to advo- 
cate what must be the possibilities Inherent 
in something that we can do short of military 
action. 

God bless the people of Oregon for elect- 
ing you to national office. _ 

Sincerely, 

John K. Morris. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you very 
much for looking honestly and then voting 
A bravely on, lie Vietnam war. I was begin- 
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nlng to be terribly frightened when I saw 
that our Government could take a dangerous 
and bullying action without one responsible 
figure doubting the official story. All the 
newspapers are speculating “Why did North 
Vietnam make such a provocative move.” 
Everyone sees there is no reason but not one 
has dared to doubt that we were indeed 
attacked. But, of course, regardless of the 
exact facts In this Incident, the whole war 
is a very doubtful undertaking. The massive 
use of' napalm and concentration camps 
makes me feel that no Communist govern- 
ment could possibly be worse. 

- it is hard to hear much In America about 
the actual goals of the Vletcong or Ho. How- 
ever, It is said that Ho is willing to accept 
a nonalined or even a Western-oriented gov- 
ernment in the south If trade relations will 
be allowed between the two halves of Viet- 
nam. It was quite aggressive and Just plain 
mean, for the United States to forbid the 
traditional trade by which North Vietnam 
exchanged fuel for food from the south. 

The Vietnamese have always tried to main- 
tain some independence of China. Ho Chi 
Minh shows the same tendencies. There Is 
no reason why we cannot negotiate with the 
countries on China’s borders as we now do 
with Poland, Rumania, and other “satel- 
lites.’’ 

Our Government has been acting irration- 
ally, sensationally, and brutally in this mat- 
ter. I hate to say this but right now we 
owe our security to the peaceful desires of 
the Soviet Union, North Vietnam, and even 
China. Yes, even China Is acting more ra- 
tionally than the United States, 

I suppose this firm stand will make John- 
son look gdod but I think it a dirty trick 
for an election gimmick. There Is some risk 
involved even If Johnson had prearranged 
things with Moscow. But more important, 
these election games involve so many lives 
In Vietnam. It's shocking to hear liberals 
speculating on our chance to win and not 
one responsible figure will mention the bru- 
tality of this campaign. In Asian history 
books we won’t come out better than the 
Nazles. Unfortunately, in the United States 
such thinking relegates one to the position 
of crackpots, pacifists, religious cranks, and 
Communists. 

Thank you again for taking your position. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Barbara Garson. 


Buffalo, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is to congratu- 
late you on your recent statement on the 
Vietnam crisis and the involvement of the 
United States there. It always takes great 
courage to make unpopular pronouncements 
on public affairs but the courage required 
on such pronouncements when foreign policy 
Issues are involved is multiplied many times; 
you are an outstanding public servant at a 
time when we so sorely need outstanding 
leadership. I know you will continue to lead 
the forces of sanity and reason: please let 
me thank you for it. I only wish I were in 
a position to cast my vote for you in some 
future election. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bill J. Harrell. 

Washington, D.C., 

August 4, 1964. 

Thank God, gentlemen, for men like Sena- 
tor Morse, Let this not be the only voice 
crying in the wilderness, I am sure the 
British Parliament and the King of England 
and the redcoats felt that they were defend- 
ing peace arid freedom and that the colonists 
were the aggressors in 1776. Also in the 
War of 1812 I am sure that the White House 
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was burned by the British in order to teach 
the arrogant Americans a lesson. Of course, 
Hitler always spoke for peace in every speech 
while he was preparing for aggressive war. 

In the name of sanity, gentlemen, "Let 
us reason together.” 

Must we face an. inferno, must we make 
the choice of compromising together or 
separately or be incinerated together or 
separately? Please speak for the people, not 
for the war lords. Speak for our children, 
not for our "Interests.” Our only hope Is 
that China and Russia and the Sovelt Union 
show more restraint than we are showing. 
For Heaven's sake, gentlemen, do not out 
Goldwater Goldwater. For humanity's 
sake, no more Hiroshimas. 

David Ruby. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Your stand against any fur- 
ther U.S. Intervention and urging withdrawal 
of our forces in Vietnam in favor of United 
Nations sponsored mediation and elections 
is encouraging news. 

It would appear that the United States is 
Interfering with the civil war of another 
country in the defense of tyranny rather 
than the people’s wishes. Each move our 
forces make only entangles us further in the 
internal affairs of a country that wants to 
and should be allowed to settle Its own 
disputes. 

It is essential that you continue your cou- 
rageous stand for freedom and democracy in 
southeast Asia. Myself and millions of the 
peace-loving people around the world are 
backing your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Reich. 

< Buffalo, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Though you do not repre- 
sent my district, yours Is the only sane voice 
raised in Congress against the adventures of 
national administration. Recent military 
action by the United States in Vietnam can 
only give aid and comfort to Senator Gold- 
water and the Birehites. I am not proud 
that the resources of the United States, both 
military and financial, have been, and are 
being, used to stifle a people's march to In- 
dependence. 

We have replaced the French as the ag- 
gressors and have sidestepped using the 1964 
Geneva Commission to bring peace and inde- 
pendence to this country. Too often in re- 
cent years we have acted unilaterally in for- 
eign affairs, with the result that U.S. pres- 
tige Is at an alltime low. It is high time that 
this trend is reversed. 

I respectfully urge, Senator, that you re- 
quest the Johnson administration to re- 
convene the 1964 Geneva Commission so that 
a peaceful solution can be found for the 
problems of southeast Asia. Our present 
tragic course could very well precipitate a 
global conflict. 

I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

Michael Clune. 


St. Petersburg, Fla., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We have just sent 
the following letter to President Johnson: 

“For some time we have been concerned 
over the ever greater Involvement of the 
United States In the war in Vietnam. Cer- 
tainly It la becoming more and more appar- 
ent that the methods of violence we have 
resorted to are ineffective. Certainly no one 
could endorse all-out atomic war. Now, the 
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step-up in American participation increases 
risks but seems no more calculated to bring 
about the desired ends of peace, rights of 
self-determination, and independence for the 
Vietnamese people. 

“We heartily concur v/lth Senators Morse 
and Gruening that our present action Is 
unwise and not Justified. Will you please 
aitilize your position and. political skills to 
find an Imaginative new way to resolve this 
situation, a means consistent with tradition- 
al democratic and Christian ideals?” 

We support and are grateful for your lead- 
ership, Senator Morse. 

Sincerely, 

Clark a nd Pat Bauwman. 

Jamaica, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Despite the fact I am 
not one of your constituents, I could not 
fail to write you to applaud and thank you 
for your integrity and unremitting courage 
in opposing the current disastrous policy of 
our Qovernment in South Vietnam— indeed 
in all southeast Asia. Against discouraging 
odds, your day-by-day insistence on telling 
unpalatable and unpopular truths is one of 
tlie finest things that ever happened in the 
XT .8. Senate. 

I wish I could vote fo] you for President. 
Again, thank you— anc please try to keep 
it going. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leonard Gould. 

Fremont Center, N.Y. 

August 7, 1964. 

I’m with you, sir. Let’; get out of the Par 
East. Also, admit Red China to the U.N. 

Mrs. G. Wayne. 

CamjridC'E, Mass., 

„ , August 8, 1964. 

senator Wayne Morse, 
l/.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your opposition to Joint Resolution 189, "Re- 
lating to peace and security in southeast 
Asia." 

Yours truly, 

James Foley. 

East Orange, N.J., 

,, August 6, 1964. 

lion. Watne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: It is rather late in the day, I 
know, but I have long intended to add a let- 
ter to the many you have -eceived in support 
of your position on the question of southeast 
Asia. It is heartening that there are a few 
Senators who are still wii ing to give the lie 
to the "big liars,’’ but it Is most discourag- 
ing that the majority of that body still prefer 
myths to realities. I now have to read a 
newspaper which I det :st, the National 
Guardian, Just to find cut what you and 
Senator Gkuening are saying. 

I used the words “big liars” advisedly, for I 
can only infer from the official and jour- 
nalistic treatment o f the U--2 a ffair, the Bay 
of Pigs, the Kennedy assassination, and the 
present escalation in sot theast Asia, that 
there has developed a genuine desire on the 
part of Americans to live in the comforting 
world of international fantasies. Even some 
of the Imagined demons and hobgoblins are a 
comfort, since they make it unnecessary to 
deal with, the world as it us. Free debate is 
allowed, indeed encourage i— as long as it is 
within the framework of a concensus of 
fallacies. 

The most recent incident in southeast Asia 
aje in many ways the grossest Insult to the 
intelligence of the public that I have yet ex- 
perienced. Journalists and Government offi- 
cials are hard put to advance any explanation 
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of the reasons for the attacks (if that is the 
approprif te word in view of the fact that 
none of Ihe destroyers were even scratched) 
by the Forth Vietnamese. Thus far all of 
their fax -fetched hypotheses break down. 
There is a very simple explanation Indeed, 
which no one dares mention. It is Indicated 
succinctly by two adjacent headlines In the 
New Yors Times of August 5: “Two Red 
Craft Believed Sunk”; “Kbanh Is Fighting 
Threat oi a Coup.” If the unidentified PT 
boats weie indeed such, then it would make 
the best sense to assume that they were 
South Vietnamese boats, firing upon our 
ships but deliberately missing, in an attempt 
to force us to escalate the war and support 
a march to the North. <i would not be so 
unpatriotic as to think that any American 
agency would have backed them in such 
efforts.) I would even be willing to believe 
that the PT boats were In fact North Viet- 
namese, if there were at least some attempt 
to adduce evidence whlqh would substantiate 
this allege tion. The very failure to introduce 
to the public any such evidence Is itself an 
argument in frvor of my hypothesis. Until 
there is ai attempt at substantiation, I will 
not resort to the lectio difficlltor, which would 
still not erase t he numerous earmarks of foul 
play. It will be only too appropriate if the 
escalated war in southeast Asia is pursued 
behind the battle-cry: “Remember the Mad- 
dox.” Hus anyone thought to inquire of 
the Hears t papers what their agents were 
doing on Sunday last? 

Just 3 weeks ago, after observing the 
shameless spectacle at the Cow Palace, I com- 
municate*;. to the Times my private fears 
concerning the possibilities of hanky-panky 
during th( coming election campaign, created 
incidents domestic or international in the 
style of the sinking of the Maine, the Reich- 
stag fire, the Kirov assassination, the various 
Polish “aggressions” against Germany in 
1939, the J-2 affair, etc. This past Monday 
I wrote tc tKeckr an “I told you so” letter, 
listing three definite instances, possibly six, 
which would confirm my original fears. I 
will conclude this by quoting the last para- 
graph of n y second letter: “Perhaps the long, 
hot summer will be more like a fireworks dis- 
play on Fourth of July. Slow and evenly 
timed at fi ’st, but, man, will we all be dazzled 
by the grand finale. And all red-white-and- 
blue too.” 

May I offer my best wishes and my per- 
sonal support for your valiant attempt to 
bring some sanity tc* our discussion of and 
policy in southeast Asia. 

Sincerely yours, 

James H, Stam. 

Farmers Liv s Poultry Maiucet, 

Newburgh, N.Y., 

August 11 1. 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you on your 
stand befere tile Senate on the southeast 
Asia issue on presenting the facts of the Is- 
sue. 

If the Senate and Congress had a few 
more champions on bringing the facts be- 
fore the American people and not the paid 
press we would have a country we could be 
proud, of. 

Any healings of which you know that may 
be of use in bringing these facts to the 
unenlightened public will be read with 
much intei est. 

Youis truly, 

Alfred Intomase. 

Hamden, Conn., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator W/yne Morse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morsie: May we express our 
distinct approval of your logical, sane and 
courageous stand on the Vietnam situation. 


particularly with respect to what seems to us 
the ill-conceived and somewhat hysterical 
move on the part of the administration. 

We believe that the United Nations should 
have been called in into the case imme- 
diately rather than ex post facto. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Mezzotero. 

Indianapolis, Ind„ 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
you on the stand you took the other night, 
which I saw on television. 

These are crucial times for our Nation. 
Many are anxious that we can still say that 
we are a “Christian" nation. Thus we need 
to conduct ourselves in a manner that shall 
prove this to the world. 

I realize that all of you as our leaders have 
a very difficult time to make the right deci- 
sion, so I pray God's leadership to endure 
you with wi3dom. 

Once again, thank you. 

Slnce.’ely, 

Mrs. Walter Baldwin. 

Chappaqua, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Though not in your 
district I cannot help writing to thank you 
for your work and finally your vote against 
the mounting tide toward war. 

So many persons around here -and all 
across the country I am sure — feel the in- 
creasing intransigience of the United States 
is very dangerous as well as morally wrong. 

However, most of us do not get around 
to writing, especially to a Senator from a 
State not our own, so I thought I would 
let you know that we commend your courage 
and applaud your stand which I fervently 
hope that the preelection Goldwaterism now 
appearing in. the Democratic Party will not 
grow, or burst, into a war. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 

Ruth McMoore. 

Richmond, Va., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Se?iafe Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I believe you could 
say this is it.y first fan letter. My husband 
and I are fans of yours and we would like 
you to know of our admfratlon for your 
unique combination of intelligence, commit- 
ment, and courage. 

When Republicans and Democrats were one 
voice over the necessity to resist “aggres- 
sion” in South Vietnam (the 51st state?) 
why should ;here have been only one voice 
to say “aggression”? inquiringly. Yours is 
the only clear voice we hear in Congress 
today (and next to it is the sound of the 
other Senatcr from Oregon). We recently 
applauded you on the “Issues and Answers” 
program. Every single statement you made 
could have been an extension of our own 
viewpoint. 

Please let us know what other . Senators 
and Representatives share your feelings about 
the United Nations as the proper assembly 
to handle the question of “aggression,” and 
the necessity to curtail military expenditures. 

I shall be glad to write to them. It would 
be wonderful if we could create even a 
small ground swell to convince the Demo- 
cratic Party that we really do want a “choice” 
come November. At the present, both parties 
seem to be vying for first place in an attempt 
to discredit our posture in the world as a 
peace-loving nation. 

Be assured that there is much silent ap- 
plause for you around this country, and we 
would like to 3ee your viewpoint corroborated 
by a number of so-called liberal politicians. 

Appreciatively, 

Lorainjs and Gordon Fels. 
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Seven Valleys, Pa., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your stand against U.S. militarism in Viet- 
nam. It is most unfortunate that we dont 
have more Senators (and more people In 
general) aware of the stupidity of our war in 
southeast Asia and the vital importance of 
either taking this to the U.N. or reconvening 
'the 1962 Geneva Conference, but it is good to 
see the strong stand you have taken and 
your valiant last-ditch fight. • 

From one grateful citizen with best wishes 
for better success in the future. 

Linda Smith. 

Mansfield, Ohio, 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Never have I ad- 
mired a man as much as I have you in the 
last few years, but especially the last few 
months. I have listened to you on the 
“Today" show and last night I heard you come 
out against our actions in Vietnam. Most 
of us lack the courage to say what we 
actually believe, It Is so much easier to go 
along with the crowd, but in recent years I 
have found out I cannot do this and have 
peace of mind. . 

I do not believe the way the John Birch 
Society does, Goldwater and so many others 
that hate everything and have no answer 
except to say that we are the true Ameri- 
cans, and this scares me. They are only 
afraid for themselves. No matter how many 
people get killed in other countries, just so 
they don’t get near us. 

What the answer is is hard to say, but 
when you say this should have been taken 
to the U,N. long ago, I have to agree that is 
right. We don’t get the truth in tire news- 
papers or television and this worries me. 
How am I to find out who is right and who 
Is wrong, but until I do I am going to make 
no quick decisions. Again let me say you 
will no doubt stand alone on this issue and 
many others, and this I have to admire, and 
I have heard so many others say the same 
thing. We act like mobs, and follow like 
sheep, just like the German people- did 
Hitler. You are the only link to the other 
side of the truth that we can hear. Keep up 
the good work. 

Mrs. M. E, Bradford. 

Goshen, Ind., 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Tire crisis In south- 
east Asia gives me mafor concern. And the 
TV presentation of It on August 5 was of 
unusual interest, especially what you had to 
say. The comparison of the Tonkin Bay 
incident with that of Cuba in November 1962 
was eloquent and pertinent. 

Can you help me find the answers to these 
questions : 

1, Are the essential facts available on the 
Tonkin incident? I remember with regret 
t-hfit Congresswoman Jeannette Rankin was 
unable to get (in time) the facts about 
United States-Japanese trade in the summer 
and fall of 1941. 

2. Can you work with U.N. Delegate C. M. 
G. Adebo and others toward moving the 
world toward peace? His remarks on TV 
the morning of August 6 were very eloquent 
also. 

8. Your reference to a policy of “beating 
swords into ploughshares" was pertinent. 
Can this incident be used to help move the 
world and, especially our own beloved coun- 
try, toward peace? Disarmament seems to 
me one of the basics If the human race 
is to last long on this planet. 




Sebasco Estates, Maine, 

August 5, 1964. 
Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 


Some of your critics interpret you as want- 
ing Just to get more publicity. But I have 
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up and be counted when 
business. I trust enough American citizens 
will come alive on this and other problems In 
time and act as responsible world citizens. 
Any help you can give me will be highly 
appreciated. 

Gratefully yours, 

Dan West. 


St. Paul, Minn., 

August 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: May I offer my whole- 
hearted support to a man who has the 
courage to stand alone and speak truth and 
facts. 

I am simply nauseated by the deception 
pulled on the “American” people— by the 
childish and cowardly actions by which many 
Congressmen simply kow tow and utter 
only words they have overheard — “unpro- 
voked attack”— we know “our vital Inter- 
ests"— money? Commerce? et cetera. 

Why do we feed communism on one end 
and fight it on the other? 

It a destroyer came to the shores of my 
country, I would certainly consider It an 
intruder. Would we let one sit (with plans) 
in the area of the Gulf of Mexico? 

Adlal Stevenson advanced such cheap ex- 
cuses — self-righteously telling of the burn- 
ing of a school In South Vietnam et cetera — 
when In his own country people are burning 
churches and killing children— murdering 
each other — maybe we should clean our own 
house. 

President Johnson is constantly telling the 
American people what they think, as though 
they were nincompoops who could not think 
for themselves. The eye of the television 
camera reveals air evasiveness and deceit — 
and cowardice. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Eleanor Weimer, 

Housewife. 

Vista, Calif., 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V. S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We have Just read 
your remarks on the issue in South and 
North Vietnam and agree that the U.S. mili- 
tary 'is only causing much of this trouble 
and that the whole Issue should be handled 
by the United Nations. In the long run the 
people of Asia will throw off the white man’s 
influence and domination and our meddling 
in the affairs of Asia will backfire against 
the people of the United States and history 
will record us in a most unfavorable light 
with all the peoples of Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Lamoreaux. 

P.S. — President Johnson and the U.S. mili- 
tary are waging a war in Asia without a 
declaration of war by Congress. This Is 
reason enough for impeachment. 

L. J. L. 


Carlsbad, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I heartedly endorse 
your opinion of our attack on North Vietnam. 
And agree that the defense of South Viet- 
nam should be conducted through the 
United Nations and not by the United States 
without aid of our allies. 

Of what use is our Congress when the 
President can order an attack and then ask 
for approval? 

Yours truly, 

L. P. McCutchen. 


who will criticize you. 

Don’t give up the fight. Our hope for 
real greatness lies in your type of clear think- 
ing, 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth S. Fine. 

Emporia, Kans., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: We appreciate your speaking 
out against our policy in southeast Asia. 

President Johnson’s action is so obviously 
political expediency, I am amazed that It was 
not immediately and loudly denounced by 
the press and the public. Your voice seems 
rather lonely, but surely you speak for the 
people. 

You put into words exactly our thought. 
Speak on. 

Sincerely, 

Mr, and Mrs. Allen Coryell. 

Wooodstock, Vt., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I congratulate you 
on your courage and your wisdom In oppos- 
ing our conduct of war In southeast Asia. 

The use of violence and destruction can- 
not be justified indefinitely by labeling it a 
“fight against communism." 

I hope you will do all you can to channel 
this question and related questions Into the 
U.N. where It may be accepted as the respon- 
sibility of the entire human race. 

Sincerely, 

Tad Bailey. 

Anaheim, Calif., 

August 6, 1964 ) 

Dear Senator Morse: I agree with you 100 
percent on your stand concerning Vietnam 
and President Johnson. I think it’s terrible 
the way we’ve acted In this area. I only wish 
there were more Senators with your courage 
and principles. 

Also, your efforts to cut our wasted foreign 
aid have my strong support. 

Thank goodness there are at least a few 
men left with some backbone in the Senate. 
Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. John T. Work. 

Covington, Mich., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: Congratulations for your 
stand on southeast Asia. You have a far 
larger following than you think. Wish you 
was on a ticket for President. As it is the 
people are only getting a chance to vote on 
bad or worse. 


Sincerely, 


Arthur Stenson. 


San Mateo, Calif., 

* August 5, 1964. 

Senator Morse, . 

U.S. Senate', 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Seeing and hearing you on 
television Wednesday evening, August 5, 1964, 
kind of lifted my spirits to believe that man 
is still above animal. Even our greatest men 
and even top leader, our President, clings to 
the cave era of human behavior. The worst 
of It all Is that our present administration, 
cloaked In noble clothes, takes advice of a 
Barry Goldwater. How long can we fall 
not to know that we are on the bottom? 
Interests are at stake? Who’s? Speaking 
one time that war does not win anything 
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and asking the full right to wage a war ns 
chief of the military and of the United 
States, Is the only modern model of our ad- 
ministration’s respect and feelings for the 
dead and misery they award us, the people 
of our country. Before t was Kaiser, then 
Hitler, now the Reds, our enemies. We al- 
ways find enemies and al ways we the people 
must give our sons to be murdered. Oh, 
dear friend, please tell me will that ever 
end. To prove patriotism and love to our 
people by sending them to battlefields? My 
heart Is heavy with pain. I would write to 
our President but he will never get to see it. 

May God give you strength to fight the 
cause of our people. 

Yours for human behavior, 

' Samuel Shiner, 

Palo Alto, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Thank you for your courage In 
speaking out on the south ;ast Asia situation. 
It Is appa lling how close on Nation Is coming 
to war, In this 111-conslpered undertaking. 
It would be different if \/e had ever really 
found out what the people over there wanted 
and whom they wanted a 3 leaders. If only 
now the -Security Council can bring some 
moderation Into the heat, perhaps this time 
we may escape having the whole world blown 
up. Good luck and good health to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Jane Taylor Gohaj. 

Rockland County, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : Please keep up your 
splendid fight to keep the United States from 
becoming further Involved In war In south- 
east Asia. 

We have enough to do h>re at home, espe- 
cially by way of helping Negroes to Improve 
their situation through jobs, more educa- 
tion, and better housing. This is the effort 
that should take up our national energies, 
nut courting nuclear warfue that could ex- 
terminate us all. 

With gratitude, I am, 

Sincerely yours. 

Ax. BON P. Man, Jr. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

. V.S. Senat e, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: As a student of his- 
tory, I consider myself a fair judge of great- 
ness. I humbly regard you in this category. 
Although I could trace the greatness of your 
career from your fight agaiast the Tldelands 
gheaway to your Telstar battles and the rest 
of your notable fights, I w. lte this letter in 
reference to your courageous stand on Viet- 
nam, I have followed your perceptive chal- 
lenges to the tragedy of rondeba table for- 
eign policy, and I am In utter agreement 
with your views. Sad to say, loo few Sen- 
ators have Joined you. Pleise pass my sup- 
port on to Senators Gruening, Bartlett, and 
those other Senators who similarly view the 
outrages of our southeast Asia policies. 

But It is In this time ol crisis when the 
whole country leaps to ignorant unison to 
support a wrong war, that you are to he 
cited tot your courage in r :malning true to 
your righteous- position. . It Is the kind of 
courage that few politicians are capable of 
I feel sure that if the Amer can people knew 
whit really was going on in Vietnam (that 
Is, if someone besides I. I’. Stone printed 
your remarkable speeches) they would view 
U.S. policy with the same distaste. 

It Is important, Senator Morse, that you 
know that there are many o;' us who applaud 
yocr lonely stand and pray that others will 


2004/0 1 /I 


August 21 


see the wisdom of your position. We will do 
our best tj make better known to the public 
our opposition to the United States unjust 
Involvement. We know that your stead- 
fastness and courage will noi; diminish. 

We thank you and honor you. 

Sint erelj , 

Eugene A. Lieber. 

New Haven, Conn.. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I concur whole- 
heartedly with your article In the recent 
Progressive and your statements to the press 
about the war, in Vietnam, I know many 
other people who feel very strongly that the 
war in Vie,nam Is morally wrong and plainly 
indefensible because of our United Nations 
agreement! and it is very heartening to have 
your representation in the Senate. You are 
doing an Immense goad. 

Sincerely. 

Barbara S. Stocking. 

San Lorenzo, Calif., 

August 6. 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse. 

U.S. Senator, 

Senate Office Building, Washington. D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express my 
admiration gratitude, and thanks for your 
courageous statement with regard to the sit- 
uation in Vietnam. It seemed the one clear 
note of sanity and wisdom midst the dis- 
cordant and confused sounds emanating from 
Washington yesterday over television and 
radio. 

The incident which is supposed to have 
“klckedoff” all the sabre rattling certainly 
doesn’t seem to warrant all this sound and 
fury'. I don’t see how any native of Vietnam 
will benefit by a conflict; It would or.ly serve 
to massacre people for as well as against us 
as well as destroy their country. Haven’t 
those poor people suffered enough? Also, I 
can’t undo stand how any group oi people 
who are citizens of Vietnam can be accused 
of "aggress on" — It’s their country isn’t it? 
By the sarr e token, could we not say that 
the North was the aggressor in the ‘south 
during the Civil War in our own history? 

It would serm logical to assume that an ag- 
gressor cotres from outside V.-.etnam— such 
a« the United States. 

One woniers if the situation has been 
mushroomel into a brink-of-war crisis in 
order to she w the Goldwater forces that the 
adminlstrat .an is Just as ready for a fight as 
they are. ::t would seem greater political 
wisdom to be calm, reasonable, and fust in 
this kind of situation in order bo demon- 
strate that Lhe Democratic Party is not the 
"war” party that the opposition brands it. 
The administration should present a strong, 
sane, wilUcg-to- negotiate attitude, rather 
than that of a frant:,c. Immature, trigger- 
happy, men- ally retarded giant. We are too 
Important, too great a Nation for such child- 
ish actions that are taking place this week. 

I, for one, f;el no safer having heard: Presi- 
dent Johnson’s statement. On the contrary, 
I’m scared to dea th. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Georgie Brooke, 

Democrc t, Eighth Congressional Dis- 
trict, Alameda County. 


Paris, III., 
August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate , Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I wish to state my support of 
your position, over many months, of the U.S. 
participator in the war in Vietnam 
I assure y>u, that thoughtful citizens In 
every State, are thankful that the people of 
Oregon keep sending a man of your ability 
and courage to the U.S. Senate. 

Very fitly yours, 

Paul W. Ramsey. 


Sand Springs, Okla , 

. August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: If we are plummeted into that 
final war, history will say of us that we were 
the people who could not see reality; we were 
the citizens who accepted, unquestioned, an 
official rhetoric which defined good and evil 
only In relation to which side perpetrated 
the action. 

if our country and the world are to sur- 
vive, more citizens and high officials must 
accept their responsibility to judge critically 
the course that our disastrous Vietnam 
policy is leading us. It Is in this respect that 
I commend you for what could be called ycur 
appeal to sanity. Hopefully the United 
States will give up Its inane claim to sanctity, 
admit its share of the blame for the Injus- 
tices done to the people of South Vietnam 
and, over a conference table, help to resolve 
the conflict In the Interests of the Viet- 
namese and, concomitantly, world peace 
Respectfully yours, 

James W. Russell. 

Mercer Island, Wash., 

_ , . August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senaior Morse: In this sad affair of 
the hostilities in southeast Asia, it is heart- 
ening to see one person able and willing to 
come out against the sweep of old tendencies. 

I hope there will be more, as the resolution 
Is sent from the committee; but yesterday 
yours was reported as the lone dissenting 
voice. 6 

I have repeatedly sent protests as to our 
unilateral intervention In southeast Asia. If 
there Is the threat there that is pictured, I 
believe It should be handled by the United 
Nations or a group of nations less interested 
than we have become. I believe the people of 
South Vietnam are not being helped by this 
war. I hope your evaluation of the situation 
finds some voice of approval. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Lillian W. Fiedler. 

, [T Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We are happy and 
in complete agreement on your stand 
against the fighting In Vietnam. This, In 
our opinion, ‘ Is a losing war no matter who Is 
successful. 

We are also in complete agreement with 
you and Senator Gruening In your opinion 
on "foreign aid." 

We are proud of the fact that you helped 
cut $500 million out of the $7 billion budget, 
and that your goal Is to cut some $460 mil- 
lion this year. Keep up the good work, stay 
well and be happy. 

Sincerely your, 

Di. and Mrs. N. H. Gladstone. 


Jamaica, N.Y., 

„ , August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Once again I would 
like to congratulate you on your very cou- 
rageous stand on the dirty war in Vietnam. 

I agree with you that our involvement in 
South Vietnam can lead only to these types 
of actions. Moreover, If the New York Times 
of August 4 accurately reported the Navy’s 
chronology of the Maddox’s first encounter 
with the North Vietnamese boats, It is quite 
apparent that the Maddox was the first to 
fire. Therefore what this means is that It was 
we, not they, who were the aggressors. 
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For me, as lor many others, It was very 
heartening to hear your message sent to .the 
memorial meeting for the dead of 
But It is almost Ironic that on August 0, 19G4 
19 years (to the day) after the bombing of 
Hiroshima the New York Post carries a front- 
page headline about planes In South Vietnam 
carrying nuclear bombs. 

Please, Senator Morse, for the people of 
America as well as for all peace-loving people 
throughout the world, continue your work 
on exposing the U.S. role In southeast Asia. 

I have confidence that very soon all Ameri- 
cans shall Show the truth and there will be 
a general demand for TJ.S. withdrawal from 

South Vietnam. „ „ . . 

With best wishes for a successful struggle. 

Lee Dlugin. 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to congratu- 
late you on your courageous stand In tno 
Senate on the Vietnam situation. 

Too few people have the courage of their 
convictions and have an unbiased view of the 
problem with our involvement In Vietnam. 

I am wholeheartedly of the same opinion _ 
you so courageously expressed on the Senate 

fl °We need people of your integrity to tell the 
Nation the truth. 

I salute you and hope you will continue 
Informing the Nation of what is really hap- 
pening there and point out the danger of our 
actions to the world. 

Sincerely, 

Sylvia Rose. 

' ' Encino, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. ^ 

Dear Senator Morse: We are writing be- 
cause we feel that the bravery you have 
shown In your stand on the recent crisis In 
Vietnam should not go unnoticed. We com- 
mend you for your words against Johnson’s 
brinkmanship which Is leading us danger- 
ously close to World War III and the extinc- 
tion of man. We feel that your action was 
more than patriotic, It was humanitarian. 
That which will benefit all men Is always the 
wisest course in the end. 

With much gratitude, 

Jill Lewis. 

Chari.es and Sarabelle Lewis. 
Eva Leff. 


Temple City, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am Writing to offer 
.support to you on your position in the late 
developments In North Vietnam. I agree 
with you in your belief that the resolution 
sought by President Johnson would amount 
to a “predated declaration of war.” It Is Im- 
perative, as you say, that this be a matter for 
the conference table and not one of hasty 
retaliation or belligerence. 

Sincerely yours, 

William H. Wells. 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Mom 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I wank to thank you for your 
courageous stand in the Congress on the 
issues of Vietnam and the United States. 
The newspapers am* the news media have 
highlighted your sta Aments of protest of our 
country’s participation In South Vietnam. 
Much about the reasons for the need of U.S. 
-participation in this area has not been told. 
I believe that any country has a right to self- 
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determination whether it is Vietnam in 1964 
or the Thirteen Colonies In 1776. The coun- 
try of France withdrew from Vietnam and the 
United States moved In with an advisory 
force of 36,000 armed military men. The 
total overwhelms me. Why are our boys 
dying there? Will the Republic of China 
stand by and let this participation go un- 
heeded? I seriously believe that the United 
States is wrong In this military action, and 
once again I would like to commend your 
stand. We need it very much. 

Yours truly, 

Mary Steven. 

San Jose, Calif. 

Newburgh, N.Y., 

August 6,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I suport your lone 
opposition to the Johnson administration’s 
sudden bombing attack on North Vietnam. 

I hope your courage In Bpeaklng out for 
peace and sanity will help educate both the 
American people and your fellow Govern- 
ment officials to the dangerous folly of our 
present espousal of force in southeast Asia. 

We need negotiation and understanding, 
not angry attack. 

I expect to write In your name for Presi- 
dent in November. 

With concern, 

Savi Clough. 

Hollywood, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse ^History will applaud 
you as one of the few men of honor left In 
politics. Please continue to speak out on 
Vietnam. The human race needs your 
courage and your honesty. 

Sincerely, 

The Field Family. 
Copy to the White House. 

Atlanta, Ga., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

The U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D ,C. 

Dear Senator Morse: You may be alone 
In the Senate, but you are not alone In the 
Nation. This Is to thank you for your 
courageous and rational stand regarding our 
recent action in Vietnam. Your reasons for 
this stand are sound, as are your ideas re- 
garding our policy In all of Asia. 

At present I feel helpless as I sit In my 
home, not knowing how I can help stop our 
continuing Involvement in an area where we 
Bhould not be. As you have pointed out, our 
present policy Is directly violating those ob- 
ligations to which we are legally bound In- 
ternationally, including those set forth by 
the United Nations Charter. Your contin- 
uing voice is needed desperately in this strug- 
gle to bring about enlightenment among 
the leaders of our Nation. 

Very truly yours, 

Roy Maurer, Jr. 

. Copy to the President. 


August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse; We are in complete 
agreement with you on. the Vietnam situa- 
tion. 

Bravo. 

Mr. and MrsrE. Fried. 

Buffalo, N.Y. 


mara was much too interested in “destroy.” 
He used this word at least four or five times 
in his brief comments. Morality and the 
Christian way cannot exist side by side with 
"destroy." 

May you find support In your convictions. 
Very sincerely yours, 

Josephine E. Chenoweth. 

A taxpayer who regrets that my tax money 
is used for military purposes. 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : I want to congratu- 
late you on your stand with respect to the 
unlimited power which is being afforded Pres- 
ident Johnson to handle the “crisis” In Viet- 
nam. 

It seems incredible that so many can be so 
wrong in this situation. I write this with a 
heavy heart. Nevertheless, I want you to 
know that your dissent was a bright spot 
in what, otherwise. Is a very bleak picture. 

At times like this I always feel that I 
haven’t done enough to counteract this mili- 
tary hysteria, but I want you to know that 
I am grateful for the truth that you speak 
and have spoken. That It has fallen on deaf 
ears is a tragedy. 

Respectfully, 

Mary Taylor. 

Naples, N.Y. 

Webster, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We have long been 
distressed over the presence of U.S. troops in 
Vietnam. Your recent article "Humpty 
Dumpty in Vietnam” appearing in the Au- 
gust 1964 Issue of the “Progressive” put our 
fears Into words so clearly and predicted the 
present confrontation. 

You are to be commended for your contin- 
ual warnings and courageous stand even 
against the present action taken by our Gov- 
ernment In retaliation. While we criticize 
the Soviets for weakening the U.N. through 
failure to pay its debts, we weaken this orga- 
nization by failing to use It first and foremost 
in a crisis. 

May you continue to speak out against thl3 
foolish, brutal and Immoral Involvement in 
the Asian war. We hope that more voices 
may join you In seeking solutions to conflicts 
through the United Nations. 

Yours very truly, 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklyn Ellingwood. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing to con- 
gratulate you on your forthright and cour- 
ageous statement on the subject of our coun- 
try’s Involvement in the situation in Viet- 
nam. It is deplorable that so few voices are 
raised In protest against actions that may 
involve the world In a nuclear war. 

All the more reason that you should con- 
tinue to speak out loud and clear against the 
dangerous policies of our Government that 
are committing us to Interference in the 
affairs of other nations and to ultimate de- 
struction. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sylvia Snyder. 


Tucson, Ariz., 
August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your stand on the Vietnam crisis. It was 
refreshing on the television program CBS Re- 
port to hear you speak as you did. McNa- 


Miami, Fla., 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: You deserve the 
heartfelt thanks of every American for your 
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one dissenting vote against Senate sanctions 
for tbo decision to attack bases and installa- 
tions in North Vietnam. Those of ns who 
think aB you do especially thank you, as 
otherwise without a single expression of rea- 
son and moral justice In our Government we 
might well begin to doubt our own sanity. 

These are difficult and trying times in our 
country when we seen' to have substituted 
the morality of fear and greed for the 
morality of the Golden Rule. Our Nation 
today seems obsessed with the Birch Society 
mentality. God help us . 

Vefy sincerely yours, 

Reynolds Moody, 

Lieutenant Colonel, 

U.S. Marine Corps [Retired). 

August 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I would [ike you to know 
that you are, if you succeed with your plans 
and ideas, virtually saving the civilized world 
by your rational stand. I and my family 
commend you completely. I have been on a 
march which commemorated the dead in 
Hiroshima and we paid tribute to you, Mr. 
Morse, as one of the flgl iters for freedom and 
peace. 

I thank you, my good man. 

John Phillips. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to congratu- 
late you and Senator Grueninc on your 
courageous and sane stand in opposing the 
war resolution voted on today by the 
Senate. 

There are many like myself who have 
not lost their sanity and see no excuse for 
our being in Vietnam or any part of 
southeast Asia. 

Sincerely yours, 

Karl E. Seidenberg. 

New York, N.Y. 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Though not one of 
your constituents, I feel Impelled to con- 
gratulate you for you- courageous state- 
ment yesterday in whiih you pointed out 
that our Nation and its policies must share 
in the blame for the disastrous situation 
in southeast Asia. It is never easy to stand 
alone against facile slogans, nationalistic 
trumpetings, and breast-beating patriots. 

I, for one, am disturbed, even ashamed at the 
violence with which we have reacted to a 
situation our leaders admit they do not 
understand. Your willingness to try to di- 
rect the Nation’s conscience to the funda- 
mental nature of our problems in that area, 
your political courage in speaking your 
mind at this time, and your refusal to be 
blinded to the stark realities of this situa- 
tion lead me to offer you my deepest feel- 
ings of respect and admiration. It is a 
great comfort to know that legislators will- 
ing to speak their minds are still seated in 
our Congress Congratulations to the 
voters of Oregon. 

Sincerely, 

Harold N. Adel, M.D.. 


August 21 


August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse. 

My Dear Senator Morse: I want to know 
I 6uport your stand on Vietnam. What we 
have done there and are doing is stupid and 
evil. 

To the rest of the world, our country 
must look so reactionary and paranoiac. 
Sincerely, 

Robert Hindmarsh. 

Rindge, N.H. 
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Los Angei.es, Calif., 

> August 7, 1964. 

Senate j Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington. D.C. 

Dear Senator: I wish to reaffirm my sup- 
port of your stand on Vietnam,. Immedi- 
ately oa the extension of the tvar, I sent 
a telegiam to the President and urged him 
to take the problem to the Security Council 
and mt ke a peace settlement. 

Keep your voice loud for the principles of 
morality in the world. There are still 
many o! us who are not fooled by the press, 
but dig out the facts through reliable pub- 
lication; i. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Long. 

Southwestern College, 

Winfield, B ans., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senad'or: This is to assure you of my 
support in your stand on Vietnam. I ques- 
tion out moial right to be there, especially 
when wu are supporting a military dictator 
while declaring we are th,eie in response to 
the democratic Government anil freedom- 
loving piople of South Vietnam. 

I am :’ar from certain that world opinion 
sanctions our position in Vietnam. The peo- 
ple know little about democracy or com- 
munism, and in my opinion would like for 
both us and the Vietcong to leave them: 
alone. 

I have no vise for any form of communism 
and am certainly not a leftist, but I do be- 
lieve the United States is constantly creating 
for Itself a tad reputation throughout the 
world. 

This country has its greatest opportunity 
to prove to the world that it honestly is in 
favor of peace. Perhaps t, conference on 
south eas; Asia would do no good, but could 
It possibly do any harm? I had rather be 
at a conference table trying to negotiate a 
peaceful settlement than be accused by the 
world of bombing a tiny nation which was 
reacting as any nation might react when 
threaten* id with the superior might of the 
most powerful nation on e&ith. This is not 
meant tc imply that I approve of the North 
Vietnamese FT boats attacking our 6hips. 

I believe we did the right thing by firing 
back, bu; I think before geing any farther 
we shouH have taken it to the United Na- 
tions. Perhaps If the U.N. then refused to 
act. we might have been justified in bombing 
North Vietnam supply bases. 

I realise yours is a minority stand, but I 
do want you to know that most “thinking” 
Americans support your views. It ia not easy 
to take a stand which the warmongers and 
Goldwate rites oppose, but I can assure you 
that such a stand is admired and appreciated 
by all people of ths world who realize that 
this great Nation can no longer maintain its 
“holier th an thou” attitude. 

I don’t thirk any nation doubts that we 
have the force to destroy the entire world, 
but if foice alone is: all we have then we are 
in bad shape. I doubt that force alone can 
win real irlencls or command true respect. 

Sir cerely, 

Vernon McDaniel, 

Assis ant Professor, Department of Jour- 
nalism. 


OltRO, Wis„ 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Mouse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washingfm, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Have always ad- 
mired your sane, sensible, level headed views 
on the multitv dinous global involvements of 
our count rv. 
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I have often told my family; the next or 
next generations in the countries to whom 
we are so benevolent won’t give a “darn” 
what the United States did for them. 

Thanks, Wish we had more like you. 

Dr. W. M. Doll, D.D.S. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; I want to commend 
you for your courageous stand in opposing 
our involvement in Vietnam. 

Truth in on your side and one day, the 
American people will recognize this fact. I 
only hope that your position is given more 
publicity so that there will be a basis for 
judgment before its too late. 

I have written to President Johnson urging 
negotiations. Right now Is the proper time 
for him to explain the consequences of 
spreading this war. 

Bless you, for you are truly a patriot. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Ben Sills. 

Los Angeles, Calif,, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.(j. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wholeheartedly 
concur with the position you have taken in 
the Vietnam crisis. I appreciate the courage 
and Integrity it required for you to state 
publicly this truthful, although unpopular 
position. 

It is time the people of America made their 
feelings clear. It Is time to let the militarists 
know that we cannot afford to ignore the 
United Nations and Geneva Agreement, and 
still continue these aggressive policies in 
southeast Asia. We certainly must not risk 
war at this or any time. 

Please continue in your efforts to gain 
support for these Just and peaceful solutions. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Leah Moses. 

Kansas City, Mo., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator W/.yne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: We approve of your oppo- 
sition to the administration’s present poli- 
cies in southeastern Asia and believe that 
most thoughtful and responsible people all 
over the world do so. This Is not a question 
of ideology but of how to create a sane and 
reasonable world community. The United 
Nations proposals for that part of the world 
should be given a lair hearing and trial. 

Sincerely, 

Glen Hodges. 

Amelia B. Hodges. 

Patricia Hodges. 

Far East Reporter, 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for 
your correct and courageous stand on U.S. 
policy in relation to southeast Asia. 

I am— and I find other friends, too, are — 
almost physically sick over Washington's 
actions in southeast Asia. The United 
States has no right to interfere in the in- 
ternal issues of any country there; and it 
is the United States that should “leave these 
countries alone.” 

The hypocrisy of Washington’s policy and 
the despicable use of .American force against 
the people of the area make one deeply 
ihamed of our country. 
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Please maintain and Intensify your coura- 
geous and open opposition to this dishon- 
orable policy of our Government. 
Respectfully, 

Maud Russell. 


To read between the lines of what we have 
been told Indicates that your vote was the 
right one. I am sorry Senators Dodd and 
Ribicoff do not have your courage or sense. 
Sincerely, 

Fred Brustman. 


Hon. Senator Morse. 

Sir: Yours is the only voice in this crazy 
wilderness of “give away, throw away, the 
hell with tomorrow” country . 

How right you are about so many things, 
in particular with what Is the United States 
doing all over. These slap happy, trigger 
happy American generals are going to push 
the wrong button yet. And I’d be willing to 
bet my life that those boats that attacked 
(?) the Maddox were manned by our friends, 
or who knows, closer yet. And now our 
friends, the Turks, where did they get all 
those jets, ammunitions and expert pilots? 
Let America look close to home for all these 
little wars. Somebody is getting a rake-off 
on these foreign aid deals, too. Why must 
we feed the world ammunition? Give them 
plows and let them feed themselves. If they 
had to earn their way, they wouldn’t have 
time to play good guys and bad guys. But 
as long as America keeps shoving guns and 
supporting them in a way they’ve never had 
eo good a time at our taxpayers' cost. God 
bless you, 6lr. I’m proud we have at least 
one man with brains in Washington. Keep 

It up. _ „ 

Mrs.B. Nester. 


Manhattan Beach, Calif., 

August 4, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Capitol Hill , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Belatedly I am writing you 
this letter to commend you for your courage 
and determination to speak up against the 
nondeclared war in Vietnam that was 
Btarted by President Eisenhower to protect 
the interest of the Catholic Church which 
dragged us into the Holy Alliance of Rome 
to protect the Interest of the Vatican every- 
where in the world in contradiction of the 
principles of the American Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. 

I take this opportunity to salute you and 
wish that more Senators would pick up the 
fight to help in the struggle to protect the 
dignity and respect of the United States of 
America. 

With best wishes to you and yours, I 
remain, 

Very cordially yours, 

SSBASTIAN ArRIETA. 

p.S. — I would appreciate it very much if 
you would send me more copies of your 
speech regarding Vietnam and also pam- 
phlets about foreign aid. 

Backs Morse 
To the Editor : 

It seems to me that Senators Gruening and 
Morse deserve our warmest applause for their 
sensible and forthright — indeed, in these 
days, courageous — stand on the recent Viet- 
nam crisis. It is comforting to know that 
there are at least a few people in the U.S. 
Government who are not looking for the 
first chance they can find to run off half 
cocked to the barricades or the launching 
pad. With more people such as them * * * 
we might have a little more objectivity and 
calm in this world, a little less of the ap- 
parently prevailing rage and frenzy. 

Harold B. Barclay. 

Springfield, III. 

East Hart:ord, Conn., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Tills is to say thanks 
for your courage on the Vietnam resolution. 


Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am so proud of 
the integrity and courage you displayed re- 
cently, in particular, in connection with the 
Vietnam crisis. Many of us In Los Angeles 
share your views and attempted to enlighten 
some of our less-concerned fellow citizens 
by holding a peace vigil in Hollywood last 
Saturday night. 

We support you wholeheartedly and thank 
you for standing up bravely for honesty and 
the brotherhood of man. 

Sincerely, 

Joan J. Johnston. 


Edmonds, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C.: 

We support your position fully. Best 
wishes. 


Mr. and Mrs, Bogdan. 


Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for hav- 
ing the guts to speak out in the Senate 
against our grim and shameful adventure in 
Vietnam, slaughtering those poor, peace-lov- 
ing people. It was the only voice of decency 
and good sense that was spoken. Best wish- 
es to you. 

M. Joyce. 


New Haven, Conn., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This Is to express 
my appreciation for your vote against the 
southeast Asia resolution. I admire your 
courage in not voting with the multitude, 
and share your opinion of the wrongness of 
this “predated declaration of war.” 

In my opinion, U.S. warships in the Tonkin 
Bay are as provocative as would be Russian 
destroyers in the Gulf of Mexico. I am 
appalled by the actions of our Govern- 
ment to shore up a regime In South Vietnam 
which could not maintain itself for a month 
without our military support. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Parry. 


Pontiac, Mich,, 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: May God bless you. I know He 
has rewarded you already for few have the 
courage you have. I understand you are 
much praised in Europe. Europe knows war 
firsthand. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. M. Evans. 


Arlington, Va., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, _ 

Senate Office Building, ' 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My very best wishes 
to you on the courageous stand you arc tak- 
ing regarding the use of unilateral inter- 
ference In Vietnam. 

Gratefully, 

Toby Brooks. 


Palo Alto, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Hon. Wayne Morse: We thank you for 
courageous stand In the name of truth 
and sanity In a mad, mad world. 

Please keep talking long and loud. Some 
of us are listening. 

Gratefully, 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Tusch. 

Fargo, N. Dak., 

August 5, 1964. 

, Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to express 
approval for your dissenting vote for re- 
taliatory measures taken against North Viet - 1 
nam. The struggle between North and South 
Vietnam is one which should be taken up 
before the United Nations rather than by 
military action by the United States In the 
name of “peace." 

Your various articles appearing in many 
magazines have stated the issues well. I am 
only sorry that the general public does not 
read very much except their own newspapers 
which are largely censored in favor of ag- 
gression In that country. You are to be 
commended for your intelligent perception. 
Sincerely, 

Phyllis Lahti, 
August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I sup- 
port your stand on the Vietnamese situation. 
Please continue to be courageous. 
Respectfully, 

Milton McFarlane. 
August 6. 1964. 

Dear Senator: Thank you for having the 
courage to say why you cannot uphold our 
actions in Vietnam. Oh, for more men of 
principle. 

Mrs. Edith Hahn. 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: I wish to express my apprecia- 
tion for your stand for a return to morality 
in our handling of (or dealing in) world 
affairs. There certainly are all to few In 
public life, or elsewhere with the courage or 
strength of conviction to speak out against 
any popular opinion or maneuver. Yours 
may not have been a popular stand, but it 
is of such from which great characters are 
built. 

Archie J. Ijames. 
August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Allow me to con- 
gratulate you for your courageous NO vote 
on the President’s plan for retaliatory action 
in Vietnam. 

There are so many times your leadership in 
the sane way of doing things stands out like 
a beacon light in Congress. It gives us who 
share the same opinions a great deal of hope 
and cheer. May God bless you and add to 
your strength in these days when your mes- 
sage is so crucial. 

I have sent a card to the President urging 
his reconsideration. 

Sincerely, 

Gbetchen Tuthill. 

Venice, Calif., 

August. 9, 1964. 

Sir: Your position and your vote against 
the resolution requested by the President 
was surely correct and in the best interests 
of America. 

Actually no U.S. ships should even be in 
the Gulf of Tonkin. And surely our overall 
policy In Vietnam (both North and South) 
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is wrong. Khanh is tn out and out reac- 
tionary dictator and ;.ias nothing in com- 
mon with democracy. 

We must change oui policy or it will end 
in war with China one nuclear disaster. 

R. Hall. 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is to express 
appreciation of your consistently realistic 
and courageous Btand on the situation in 
Vietnam. I am sending for an illuminating 
article by A. J. Muste which I shall presently 
forward, to you although j'ou may well be 
familiar with it already. 

Sincerely, 

Gordon H. Graves. 
August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I admire your cour- 
age and wisdom regarding Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 

Betty Owen. 


August 21 


Dear Senator: I only 
State so . I could vote 
voices, yours and Gruen 
man) raised against or 
damnably stupid activii 
elsewhere) where we are 
scionable foreign policy 
of reaction. 

Sincerely, 


August 10, 1064. 
wish I lived In your 
for you. Only two 
fNG't* (that grand old 
r cynical, cruel, and 
ies in Vietnam (and 
pursuing an uncon- 
of force and support 


Groff Conklin. 


Springfield, III. 

Thank you for your vote and stand con- 
cerning U.N. or Vietnam 

A, R. Grummon. 

New York City, 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: I admire your coinage and con- 
' yictlons on the bombing of North Vietnam 
in the Senate. 

There are many in our country who are 
proud of you. You can he sure. 

Sincerely 

H. Ratneu. 

Dear Senator: I want to congratulate you 
for your stand on Vietnam. No war is the 
right solution. How blind most people are. 
It makes It hard for those who know better. 
I am a Democrat and have always admired 
you. The rest will have to learn the hard 
way. 

Mrs. Ross. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I commend you 
for your courageous stand against U.S. policy 
In Vietnam. 3 

David Moe. 

Athens, Tenn., 

_ „ August 12, 1694. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
vote on Vietnam. Nice we have two Senators 
with commonsense. We should force Viet- 
nam to the U.N. I fear we are bent on 
wrecking civilization. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. H. E. Walthall. 

_ ,, Troy, N.Y. 

dear Senator: Thanks for your sanity and 
courage in regard to the South Vietnam 
vote. I wish you represented my State. 

Gratefully, 

Helen Ott. 

North Holli wood, Calif., 

_ ’ .August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse: We thank 
you and appreciate you standing up as a man 
against the .bombing of North Vietnam and 
giving the President the power to declare 
war without the formal declaration of Con- 
gress. Please send us a copy of your speech' 
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you male on the 10th of this month. More 
power t > you. Thanking you in advance for 
your speech, We remain, 

Sincerely yours. 

Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Coleman. 

Dear Senator: Please accept our heartfelt 
thanks !or your stand on the Vietnam issue. 
It is a shameful thing that you are not 
joined by others in Government who must 
feel as you do on these questions, but who 
lack the courage to speak out. There must 
be multitudes of Americans who join us In 
thank in 5 you. 

The McDonoughs. 

New Brunswick, N.J. 

Dear Senator Morse : We do not support 
President Johnsons action in Vietnam. You 
and Senator Grukning seem to tie the only 
two sane people in the Senate In fact, you 
in too many Instances, seera to to the only 
sane person In the platje I believe you 
spoke against the multilateral force of NATO 
also. 

Dr. a nd Mrs. Terence Butler. 

Des Moi nes, Iowa, 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : We command you for 
your courageous stand on the Vietnam Issue, 
We have beer., saying and thinking the same 
for a Ion j time. 

Mr. and; Mrs. Cur C. Treadway. 

Los Anc-ixes, Calif., 

: August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Morse: Thank you for speak- 
ing out with courage on the U.S. bombing 
of North Vietnam. Please Keep up your one- 
man crusade. Many Americans are with 
you. 

E. Bergstrom. 

Los Angeles., Calif. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your courage and 
excellent common sense in opposing almost 
alone the spread of war in Vietnam deserves 
the praise and support of everyone who be- 
lieves that today the first older of business 
for the human race is peace. 

Sit .cere! y, 

Peggy Walker. 

Los. Gatos, Calif. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you on your 
stand on ;he North Vietnam-Tonkin Bay deal. 
It is good to know we have a. man or two in 
some States — such as Oregon and Alaska — 
who thlncs clearly and has, the heart to ex- 
press himself the way you do. I admire you 
immenself. If and when I live In Oregon 
I will certainly vote for you. I am a Demo- 
crat, always will be. 

c. :a. winis, r.n. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: You are a coura- 
geous good man to speak up as you did on 
Vietnam. You spoke simple clear truth in 
an atmosphere where such truth is unpopu- 
lar and Is shunned. I write you to let you 
know tha-, you are being heard— and I hope 
to encourage you to keep up the good work — 
until all our “swords are turned into plow 
shares.” 

Sincerely, 

Waloemar Hille. 


Laguna Beach, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Mouse: Congratulations on 
your good sense and voice on southeast Asia 
and Vietnim. 

In a situation where my country appears 
determine. I to take the Hitler road, there 
appears little elective difference between the 
available political choices. 

I shall write In your name and that of 
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vice presidential tickets, also Linus Pauling 
for Senator from California. 

Cordially, 

R. B, Rogers. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I should appreciate 
receiving copies of all your statements of this 
week on the southeast Asia crisis. 

Thank you. 

M. K. Stone. 

Bronx, N.Y., 
August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I admire your op- 
position to our participation In the South 
Vietnamese civil war, and in particular your 
refusal to support our recent raids against 
North Vietnam. 

Mhy I please have a copy of your speech 
opposing the grant of special powers to Presi- 
dent Johnson in southeast Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Levine. 

Aleuquerque, N. Mex„ 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thanks sincerely for 
voting against the Vietnam resolution. His- 
tory will make you a prophet. 

Please send any of your speeches on this 
matter. Also No. 3 of Our Foreign Aid Folly. 
Appreciatively, 

Bill Renkel, 

Urbana, Iii., 

_ _ August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your dissent on 
President Johnson's policy during the present 
Vietnam c'Isia is really a dissent covering 
the past 10 years of southeast Asian poliev 
I am disturbed that I have thus far been 
shielded from your views, and I hope you 
will do me the favor of amplifying them" by 
your own statements or by references to 
statements by other spokemen for your posi- 
tion. I will appreciate whatever amplifica- 
tion you can provide and I commend you for 
articulating your position so firmly and 
clearly. It is unfortunate- that your views 
were not circulated more widely and at an 
earlier date, since chances for a policy debate 
are now minimal. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Haak. 

Richland, Wash., 

_ „ August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator: Your thoughtful and care- 
ful analysis of the Vietnam situation is ap- 
preciated. Recent events prove the correct- 
ness of your views. Do you have available 
reprints of your speeches? 

Archie Wilson. 

New York, N.Y., 

~ « . August 7, 1964. 

Sir. Good. Good. Good. Support your 
effort to res ; ain Imperial effort in Vietnam 
Since 1898 there have been those who have 
stood for justice in our foreign relations 
You are already vindicated. 

However, 1 . would have appreciated a reply 
to an earlier letter to you. That might have 
been helpful to my understanding In this 
matter. 

Regards, 

R. Jonas, 


San Anselmo, Calif., 

„ August 13, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: Thank you for a breath of 
sanity in a nearly crazy gathering. The ex- 
cerpts that I have heard from your recent 
speeches are so fine, that I should appre- 
ciate your 11 'g me the entire text of as 
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many as you have on hand on the subject 
of Vietnam and the Near East. 

It would almost be worth moving to your 
State so that I might vote for you. Our 
choices here are so poor. 

Yours very truly, 

Syd M. Hall. 

August 17, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I and my wife are send- 
ing our heartfelt thanks to you for your 
courageous speech delivered August 5 on the 
southeast Asia situation. The recommenda- 
tions you made have to be carried out for 
the sake of world peace and a step toward 
restoring democratic debate and procedure 
in our Government and press. 

What’s the luppe for peace and coexistence 
in this hour of despair? Do you and Senator 
Gruening represent the only legislators with 
any fortitude and commonsense? Sir, for 
the sake of thousands of Americans, keep up 
the great Job, 

Sincerely, 

Meyer and Madge Lasman. 

, Sun Valley, Calif. 

Hornchurch, Essex, England., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate House , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It may be that you 
will receive some abusive letters about your 
action in voting against the resolution in the 
Senate to give President Johnson power to 
take further measures in the Far East; so I 
would like you to know that there are many 
people in this country— as no doubt there 
are in your own country also, although they 
will not get much publicity — who are very 
grateful that there was one man in the 
Senate with the wisdom to oppose this reso- 
lution and the courage to do so against 
such a majority. I would wish to congratu- 
late you on that courage, and to express a 
hope that the day will come when it will be 
more widely recognized. 

Were there more men like you, the pros- 
pects of peace would be brighter than they 
are, and the image of the United States of 
America in the eyes of the world a more 
favorable one. 

* Yours sincerely, 

i D. Martin Dakin. 

Goleta, Calif., 

August 17, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Sir: We thank you for being man, 
and American enough to fight those two 
idiotic and unholy things— foreign aid and 
our troops in Vietnam. God bless you. 

We in California wish that we had a man 
as good as you in the Senate. 

Yours respectfully, 

Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Bor quest. 

Los' Angeles, Calif., 

August 17, 1964. 

.Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; For a long time I 
have followed you so to speak as a Member 
of the U.S. Senate. 

I may not have always agreed with your 
viewpoint, and many times I have had to 
defend your integrity with other persons, 
who may not understand the complex prob- 
lems a Senator faces as a Member of the 
Senate, but also have the people who elected 
him back him up, so that he will not be 
isolated by his political enemies and as a 
registered independent voter in California, 
I wish to congratulate you in your staunch 
defense of the decency that the American 
people really believe in and that you so 


ably expressed in the Senate on the question 
of the situation in Vietnam. 

For a long time I have wished that you 
could have been a candidate for President of 
the United States and I know that you would 
be able to lead the American people to a 
peaceful life and that you would lead the 
American people as members of the United 
Nations to bring about a world at peace with 
all humanity Inhabiting this earth. When 
this gangster general in South Vietnam re- 
cently called you a traitor, as an American 
citizen I felt deeply attached to you know- 
ing that he (the general so-called) was only 
the mouthpiece of a group of persons who 
have only the lust of power and regardless 
of the cost of human slaughter in their per- 
suit of dominating the human race. 

Accept my fondest respect for you as a 
Member of 'the Senate and the people of 
Oregon. They could not have chosen a better 
representative to represent them in the U.S. 

‘ Government. 

If at any time I can be of any service to 
you you are free to call on me. 

Respectfully yours, 

Joe Roberti. 

P,5. — if you would refuse to take that 
increase voted for in raising the salaries 
$7,600 per year you would put a lot of 
peoples enemies on the spot and place your- 
self forever in the minds of the people as 
one who is their leader and friend. 

Alexander Richter, 

Registered Architect, 

Garrett Park, Md., August 18, 1964. 
Dear Senator Morse: Your courageous 
stand on the war in Vietnam truly reflects 
the wishes of most Americans. Keep up the 
good fight. 

Devotedly yours, 

Alexander Richter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl D. Lausche. 

Forks, Wash., August 16, 1964. 
Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We are writing to 
commend you on your previous and recent 
stand in regards to United States policy in 
southeast Asia. 1 You have taken the most 
courageous and logical step to help remove 
not only the United States but the whole 
world from an area fraught with danger. 
Unfortunately the majority of Congressmen 
and Senators have not yet had the courage 
to speak out as you have, but we feel it is 
a must if we are going to survive in this 
world of ours. 

We have been aware of the futility of this 
undeclared war and the tragic consequences 
of escalation. Therefore, we have made our 
views known through our local press, the 
Port Angeles Evening News, and the Wash- 
ington-Oregon Shingle Weavers paper. 

We are sure you would be happy to know 
that there are people who support you In 
your endeavors on this most important issue. 
Enclosed is a letter printed by the Port An- 
geles Evening News and was also printed in 
the Shingle Weavers paper. We hope you 
will continue to work for adherence to the 
Geneva agreement and free elections in Viet- 
nam, Laos, and from recent news reports a 
policy of nonintervention in the Congo. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl D. Lausche. 

Huntington Park, Calif., 

August 16, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Senator Morse: I was proud to read your 
name in the paper the other day. The Issue 
over the dissentlon regarding dictatorial 
powers for the President. 

I was not aware that we had such courage 
in the Senate to resist landslide histeria. 


This Nation is very short on presidential 
material but it is good to know that wq have' 
at least two good contenders left in the 
Senate. I am proud to see our good neighbor 
Alaska has also shown courage Hi the wake 
of histeria. 

It is good to know that there were two 
level headed Americans, besides myself, that 
were old fashioned enough to defend Ameri- 
can liberties. I didn’t think we had near 
that many left. 

Glenn Humphrey. 

Leonia, N.J., 

August 19, 1964. 

My Dear Senator Morse: A word of ap- 
preciation for your stand all along on the 
South Vietnam situation, and particularly 
for your lovely speech at the time of the 
Senate resolution. 

I would certainly like an explanation of 
(1) Why, in such a large group of Congress- 
men, Is it possible for only, two to stand for 
a given position (it defies the law of sta- 
tistics) ?, and (2) Why Senator Mansfield. In 
view of his past utterances on South Viet- 
nam, can possibly not have voted against 
the resolution? 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Priscilla Silber. 

Van Nuys, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

The White House, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I would like to com- 
mend you on your stand of withholding sup- 
port of the President’s resolution pertaining 
to Vietnam. It was unfortunate that your 
voice was in the minority for a position of 
greater caution in the U.S. involvement of 
the Vietnam war. Certainly the ramifica- 
tions of enlarging our support to South Viet- 
nam to more advanced proportions require 
most serious consideration, and in the face 
of waging a full-scale war, with possibly 
China’s participation, we cannot be too care- 
ful in making a final decision. The risk of 
initiating what might result in a nuclear 
conflict is too treacherous to take lightly, 
and I fear this grave responsibility is not 
assumed by enough of our representatives in 
government with the essential reservations 
necessary that such a decision requires. 

We must be thankful to Senators such as 
yourself for reminding the hastier ones that 
our foreign commitments must be made on 
the basis of extreme caution in critical times 
such as these, when a move in one direction 
might prove sadly disastrous for humanity 
the world over. 

Thank you for your wise and outspoken 
thoughts on urgent problems, and we hope 
we can continue to count on your kind of 
directions for our country’s role in the world. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Anne Adato. 

Brunswick, Maine, 

August 20, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Senator of Oregon, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : Although I fre- 
quently have the urge to write to a Senator, 
I rarely get around to do it, Your recent 
vote and statement in harmony with the 
honorable Senator from Alaska relative to 
our military activities in Vietnam I felt were 
expressions of a true stateman. I want to 
commend you on your wisdom and courage 
to express truth out on time when it is sorely 
needed. 

It is my hope that you have received floods 
of letters expressing similar approval. 

Sincerely, 

Maurice W. Cobb. 
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August 12, 1904. 

Dear Senator Morsjj: This is to let you 
know how grateful I tm for your stand on 
Vietnam. 1 am sure you are right that the 
American people should take enough Interest 
in what the United Sta fces does overseas, and 
accept the responsibilities as well as the 
rights of citizenship. All around me, I hear 
people say that it is none of my business, 
and the men in Washington know more about 
the problems than I do. True. But I cer- 
tainly feel strongly about, this particular 
situation, and wish I could do something to 
arouse from that comfortable and fatal leth- 
argy- 

Please keep it up, and let me know if 
there is any way In which I can help. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Mrs.) Patricia Mocarsky. 

Hartsdale, N.Y., 

August 11, 1 964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.Cf. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your courageous stand against our Involve- 
ment in southeast Asia, I strongly feel that 
many thousands of citizens feel the same 
way but lack the Initiative to do something 
about it. An organization should be formed 
to combat this “butt-ln” policy which lias 
taken hold of our so Milled leaders to make 
commitments without the consent of the 
governed. It Is high time that the power of 
the president to make such foreign com- 
mitments should be removed. There is no 
place in a democratic society for such a pow- 
er which can Involve a nation in war and 
then come and ask for a rubber stamp ap- 
proval of the action. 

Why don’t you try to start a movement 
In this direction. 

Very sincerely. 

Wm. F. Sxrobel. 

San Ff ancico, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

-Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I wish to thank you for the vote 
which you cast in opposition to the Senate 
resolution giving President Johnson full 
wartime powers to deal with the situation In 
Vietnam. 

I feel further, that the U.S. congressional 
bodies abdicated their responsibilities In this 
matter. It strikes one at strange that a rela- 
tively simple domestic matter can tleup the 
Congress for weeks and months, giving rise 
1x3 thunderous oratory and the most acri- 
monious debate. Yet, on a matter of inter- 
national policy of the most overwhelming 
complexity and the gravest danger-danger 
not on'y to the citizens of this country, but 
to the entire planet — our elected representa- 
tives have seen fit to deal away their respon- 
sibilities with apparently relieved cries of 
“patriotism” and "solidarity.” 

Your pronouncements on the policies of 
this Government in regard to the situation 
in Vietnam seem to me to be morally correct. 

I have heard citizens go on and on about 
national "honor”. The word has become a 
cloak under which to hide the most Insane 
of national actions. Nations, like individ- 
uals, are liable to make mistakes. Honor, 
among other things, Involves the courage to 
recognize, admit, and correct those mistakes. 

If I could believe that the South Viet- 
namese people wanted our intervention In 
their Rffalrs— and I sometimes wonder why 
we do not hold a free election In South Viet- 
nam to determine this point — I might And 
some Justification for our presence there. 
Even then, I could find stant Justification for 
involving ourselves in a war that cannot be 


Agair. my thanks to you. and to your col- 
league :’rom Alaska, Senator Gbuening, who 
Joined you in voting against this Senate 
resolution. You both have my deepest 
admiral Ion. 

Respectfully, 

George E. Cutler. 

East Norwalk, Conn,, 

August 11, 1964. 

Hon. W.iYne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: May we offer our 
strong .support to you on the courageous 
stand which you have taken in the matter 
of the Vietnam war in general and the Ton- 
kin Bay "incident" in particular. It was 
with a sense of shock and trepidation that we 
witnessed the President play his "deeply dan- 
gerous gime” of attempting to out-Goldwater 
his opponent in the forthcoming election. 
Our chagrin was Intensified as we saw the 
Congre8t place its predictable stamp of ap- 
proval upon this completely uti justifiable 
and Immoral action. 

We applaud your position and respectfully 
urge you to continue to expose the facts in 
southeast Asia before the American public. 
Your statements constitute a fresh breeze oj! 
truth anid endless torrenu: of hot air and 
know-nc thing cliches. 

It is a temptation to move to Oregon just 
to suppert you and vote for you. 

Emanuel Margolis. 

Esteile Margolis. 

BeAFSVILLE, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

My Dear Senator Morse: It isn't often that 
I write to some one In Washington, com- 
mending him for his nobility. (Washington 
is not the place to look for> or find nobility.) 
However, your exceptional stand, condemning 
the war in Vietnam and refusing to vote for 
its contJnuar.ce deserves the thanks of all 
honest Americans. I hope you receive many, 
many le xers approving of your oustanding 
performance today. Would that you were a 
Senator from New York. Then X could go 
to the polls and cast my vote for an honest 
man. (ns it is. I never vote for anyone, 
other than our local townspeople — as town 
clerk, roid commissioner, etc.) 

I had Just finished reading your excellent 
article ir the Progressive— With which I fully 
agree. £o It was not a complete surprise to 
hear over the radio of your dissenting vote. 
Yet. you could have lacked the integrity to 
obey your convictions. And you did not. 
Please aicept my hubsand’s and my deep 
appreciation for your courage and honesty. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jo Oantine. 

PS. — li is terrifying to think of the pos- 
sible consequences of our Stg.te Department’s 
policy. * ; indeed, I am seriously considering a 
change cl’ citizenship. I am tired of being 
ashamed of my country’s warlike behavior, 
while hypocritically proclaiming its devotion 
to peace What are we doing in Vietnam 
anyway? 

J.C. 

Chicago, III., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washingion, D.C. 

My De/ r Senator: I wish to thank you, as a 
fellow American of whom 3 am proud, for 
your sanu stand against our aggressive war- 
like moves in southeast Asia. American 
policy in that area Is not folly, it 1st madness. 

It Is a sad day for our great land when 
you are counted alone as the one voice of 
protest, hut your words give hope to those 
people who have srtill maintained a sense 
of moral Justice. 

Yours very tiuly, 


August 21 

August 6 , 1904. 
Dear Mr. Morse: I am thankful that 
there are at least two of you Senators who 
are trying to keep the peace by being peace- 
ful. Who ever heard of such hypocrisy as 
proposing to keep the peace by waging war? 
Tliey— the military and most politicians— 
think most of us are stupid— and evidently 
most of u» are— perhaps too many are unin- 
formed — so they keep up this ghastly farce— 
so let’s get down to the business of letting 
peace break out in this world— but there Is 
so much fear that our already shaky econ- 
omy would collapse — has no one any faith 
in Man? I'd like to see what man can really 
do if he can get the monkeys (military and 
politicans) off hte back— not Just in the 
United States, but everywhere. 

I am a longtime admirer of your senatorial 
behavior— wish we had more like you. 

Kindly send me some copies from the 
Congressional Record of your remarks on 
Vietnam, I want to try to educate a few 
neighbors. 

.Cordially, 

Mrs. Virginia Wilson. 
San Fernando, Calif. 

Granada Hills, Calif., 

Axigust 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept the 
sincere appreciation of at least one voter 
for your courageous', stand on the recent 
events in Vietnam. Isolated as It may un- 
fortunate!]' be. It is nonetheless encouraging 
to hear at least one; voice of reason from 
the babel of jingoism that seems to be of- 
ficial Washington today. 

As a businessman, speaking French and 
Spanish lr. addition to English, and with 
many international contacts, I have been 
increasingly dismayed over the last decade 
in realizing the increasing distrust and 
suspicion with which our foreign policy is 
viewed abroad. Unfortunately I can only 
come to the conclusion that we will soon be 
as feared and hated throughout the world 
as the Nazis were in their day. 

What appears to me as an ultimately self- 
defeating policy in southeast Asia may possi- 
bly have some Justification that I fail to 
perceive, but I would suggest that even so 
any advantage here would be far outweighed 
by the negative impact this must have else- 
where in the world. My principal concern 
is with Latin America, where our support 
of the status-quo dally loses us more friends, 
and where our current southeast Aslan pol- 
icies will most certainly be considered fresh 
proofs of Uncle Sam’s aggressiveness. Next 
month I will be in Mexico for several weeks, 
and I can already anticipate the arguments 
my Mexican friends will use to tear down 
any attempt on my part to defend our pres- 
ent actions 

If I recall correctly, Abraham Lincoln, 
then a Whig Member of Congress, opposed 
our participation in the Mexican War of 
1848 and suffered cries of traitor. If Ameri- 
can history books largely ignore this, Mexi- 
can history books most assuredly do not. 
The analogy is imperfect, but I trust that 
history books of the future will record your 
name in a column alongside the Lincolns, 
rather than, with the Polks and their short- 
sighted modem descendants. 

Sincerely, 

Edwin B. Brown. 

Boston, Mass., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne D. Morse, 

U S. Sen-te. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : Thank you for hav- 
ing the courage to speak out so honestly and 
fearlessly concerning U.S. action in Viet- 
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I know that if citizens knew the truth and 
appreciated what has been going on there 
would be thousands more supporting your 
opinion. But, unfortunately, very few seem 
to understand our Government's position 
with regard to the Geneva Agreement and 
even though the Pentagon has admitted use 
of napalm bombs In South Vietnam, people 
shy away from believing it possible, and deny 
their responsibility for not protesting. 

It is to be hoped that other Senators en- 
lightened and encouraged by your stand for 
truth, will follow your example. 

Gratefully, 

Dorothy A. Hickie. 

Columbus, Ohio, 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to voice my 
' unqualified support of your stand on Viet- 
nam. Your commitment to peace Is, unfor- 
tunately, a lonely but inspiring stand. 

Sincerely, 

Lucy Buchanan. 

Weston, Conn., 

August 7, 1964. 


Jamaica, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: We wish to express the greatest 
admiration and respect for you for the 
position you have taken in regard to our role 
in Vietnam. 

Though you might seem to be the lone 
voice of sanity in Washington, you have a 
great deal of support from the American 
people. 

We know that there is very little likelihood 
of a limited war today, and most Important 
of all we feel that this problem must be 
negotiated through the United Nations. If 
we are really interested in maintaining peace 
and freedom in the world, we are surely 
doing exactly the opposite in Vietnam. 

We wish you every success In your efforts 
for reason to prevail In Washington and 
Vietnam. 

Respectfully, 

Eleanor Klein. 

Kalman Klein. 

Peter Klein." 


sorely need representation. You answer that 
need. Thank you. 

Philip Stevenson. 

p.S. — I note that ex-President Eisenhower, 
who was Instrumental in calling off the rape 
of Korea, has also withheld approbation of 
our hasty escalations in preparing for the 
worst. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Re Vietnam. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: Because of your Interpreta- 
tions of events I have written you several 
times to express encouragement, although I 
am rtware that one who has arrived at the 
status you have disregards praise or blame 
and Is only concerned with the Issue at 
hand. However, perhaps at this juncture, 
the enthusiastic appreciation of those who 
read the real accounts of Vietnam will not 
come amiss, 

Therefore, thank you deeply . from our 
hearts for the position you have taken and 
we hope that you will be able to continue 
with many others Impelled by your clear and 
reasonable statements to follow In your 


Dear Senator Morse: We’re not from Ore- 
gon but we say bravo for your courageous 
stand and vote of no on the resolution sup- 
porting President Johnson for his Vietnam 
actions. 

Sincerely, 

Naomi and Stanley Bleifeld. 

P.S. — We also agree on your position on 
foreign aid. 

August 7, 1964. 

Mr. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Honorable Sir: Your assessment of our 
predicament in the South Pacific area is 100- 
percent correct. If the rest of our elected 
lawmakers do not soon become more realistic 
and look the facts In the face, Jhis Nation 
wont have a very promising future. 

Your opinions on important matters often 
seem to be in minority in Washington. 

The older I become the more I respect 
minority opinion because it is usually the 
studied opinion. 

Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

John E. Cook. 

Alliance, Ohio. 

P.S. — I like Senator Fulbright too. 

Northport, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. WayNe Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C.! 

Dear Senator Morse: I have never before 
written a letter to a Congressman. Perhaps 
this Is because I have never been moved to 
do so by my own representative’s words or 
deeds. 

But your speeches on Vietnam, and your 
position on our “brinkmanship” policy there 
makes me wish I were a resident of Oregon 


August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I want to commend you on your 
courageous stand on Vietnam. I have sent 
letters to Senators Fulbright, Kuchel, and 
Salinger urging them to use their influence 
to see that the United States ceases uni- 
lateral action and uses the United Nations to 
settle problems between nations. 

Thank you for*belng our conscience when 
madness is being masked as logic. 

Sincerely yours, 

Miriam Newman. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: I and my family want to per- 
sonally thank you for your brave, but un- 
fortunately lonely stand, against enlarging 
the war In southeastern Asia. 

I am afraid we have reached the point of 
no return by our latest actions in the bay 
of Tonkin. We are involved In a situation 
that will be worse than Korea with a tragic 
and fruitless outcome in death and destruc- 
tion. 

We pray for peace. 

Tom Siegel and Family. 


Lakeside, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear senator: I am grateful for your pre- 
sent stand in regard to Vietnam. 

I am truly hoping that negotiations will 
replace military might in settling the Aslan 
problem. 

Yours truly, 

Lillian Allen. 


train. 

Finally to say, we are terrifically troubled 
at our admlnstration's movements and we 
fear another great war. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth Colborn Grumbine. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish that I had t\ie 
privilege of writing to you as a constituent. 

I have admired your dissent from U.S. policy 
in southeast Asia. Certainly your lone op- 
position to our latest action there, and the 
obfuscation and false righteousness sur- 
rounding it, is historic. It is difficult to see 
how we can demand peaceful settlements 
from other nations when we use power so 
nakedly ourselves. That at least one Senator 
has spoken out, salvages something from 
what some day— given a some day — will be 
our shame. 

Very truly yours, 

Daniel Papish. 

Chicago, III., 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator; Thank God for Senators 
Wayne Morse and Ernest Greening, who 
are willing to fight for the right even though 
they stand alone. As I have so many letters 
to write, will you please hand him this letter 
when you are through with it. 

We are going to have world war three un- 
less we do something about Khanh soon; so I 
am enclosing a copy of letter I sent to news- 
papers. 

More power to the two of you. 

W. Albrecht. 


so I would have the honor of being repre- 
sented in Congress by the only honest man In 
the entire hall of mirrors. 

Thank goodness there are still men with 
the ability to see things as they really are. 
And with the courage to spe^k the truth- 
painful as that truth may be. 

I assure you your voice is being heard, and 
your counsel respected by a growing number 
of Americans who don’t like what is hap- 
pening in Asia, and who desperately fear that 
a provocative and irresponsible foreign policy 
can plunge us Into a nightmare from which 
we may never wake. 

Congratulations on your courage and 
honesty and eloquence. You may stand 
alone In the U.s: Senate, but you are by no 
means alone in America. 

Your most respectfully, 

Approved For ReleaWSTOMWI 6 


Venice, Calif., 
August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: Please accept my most 
profound thanks for your demonstration that 
at least 1 out of more than 600 supposed rep- 
resentatives of the American people has the 
courage to think twice about following the 
current stampede into war. 

The phrase is constantly being used that 
“the United States will not stand Idly by’’— 
etc., etc. But to my stupefaction I see the 
American people standing Idly by while the 
Invisible government pushed them about like 
pawns on a chessboard. We who do not stand 
Idly by when menaced by Pentagonlc atom- 


Idly Dy w lie it vy 4-^xi ~ 
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Put Khanh in Jail 

North Vietnam claims that several towns 
and two islands were bombed by us, giving 
the dates and hour. We claim we did not do 
It. Then who did? 

Our Assistant Secretary of State, William 
Bundy, indicates that South Vietnam gun- 
boats may have shelled the Islands. This is 
Just what Premier Khanh has been saying 
he would do — take the war up into North 
Vietnam, whether we liked it or not. 

It was proper for us to try to destroy any 
attacking ships. But before visiting such 
terrible devastation on North Vietnam itself, 
wouldn’t It have been better to investigate 
lust why a little, weak, impotent nation 
would attack the mighty U.S. Navy? What’s 
behind it all? North Vietnam claims there 
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Are we going to let Khanh lead us Into 
world war three? He s-vys his is a sovereign 
nation, and he has the right to do what he 
pleases. We don't give a dam about his 
sovereignty if it leads us into another war. 
Haven't we got the backbone to stop him? 
Put him Into Jail, if net essary, until the war 
is over, or the U.N. takes over. 

From what I read, it seems we were a little 
trigger-happy as the second attack did not 
amount to much mpre than a row of pins. 
One torpedo passed wit iin 300 feet of a de- 
stroyer,* search lights were thrown on the 
destroyer; there was small gunfire. 

Yellow Springs, Ohio, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear- Senator Morse; We commend very 
litrongly your outspoken stand on the U.S. 
action of retaliation in North Vietnam. 
^Please know that you spiak for a great many 
very frustrated and anxious Americans. 

We believe in recent times the South 
Vietnamese have had no choice as to gov- 
emmerits; General Khanh is no better than 
Diem or Bao Dal. It Li cruel deception to 
apeak of defending freedom in this civil war. 

Continue to use your good offices, your 
integrity in an unpopular but moral posi- 
tion, to press for an end to use of American 
' lives and equipment and know-how to deal 
with this problem. I am writing my opinions 
sJso to President Johnson, and my Senators, 
urging that the issue be taken to the U.N. .as 
it is the rightful concern of the world to 
achieve peaceful settlement. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Fra ncesi M, Goodman. 

Duarte, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: We saw you on CBS tele- 
vision tonight stating your position on South 
Vietnam and our fleet bombing North 
Vietnam. 

We Just want to put ourselves on record 
backing you up all the way. We fully agree 
with yc-ur views. 

We regret there are not more like you. 
Our deepest thanks and appreciation for 
representing us, small as it may be. At 
times like this a man may stand alone, but 
tall. \ 

How Christian can we get. Senator, using 
the name of God, not His law? 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs.. John Zabby. 

Woodland, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 1 trust you will not 
consider it presumptuouf of :me to say how 
highly I regard your stand in. the U.S. Sen- 
ate in challenging U.S. policy in southeast 
Asia and particularly in Vietnam. 

I speak out of my birth in China and from 
knowledge acquired during a residence of 
some 50 years in the Far East. Incidentally, 
yoii may remember my very brief appearance 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee inquiry into foreign aid in my ca- 
pacity as cofounder and cochairman of the 
Committee for a Review o." Our China Policy. 

I was again reminded of my duty to tell 
you that you are not alone —although it 
might almost seem so— in challenging much 
of the basic ingredients cf our Asian policy 
insofar as it fails to measure up to true 
American standards of political morality and 
international good faith, and as it is char- 
acterized by a lack of historical understand- 


ing and genuine political realism. The fur- 
ther reminder came as I saw you speak on. 
television last night, in slnglehandedly (so 
far as oiaclal legislative expression was con- 
cerned) luestloning the "provocative” nature 
of Amer. can actions and attributing respon-' 
siblllty to those actions in creating the pres- 
ent higlily dangerous American relationship 
with Noith Vietnam and with its many sup- 
porter nations, 

I could join with you in enumerating — as 
you have done in many speeches In the Sen- 
ate-— the all too many aspects of our actions 
in the Far East which are, a betrayal of the 
best in American standards of international 
relationships. I have some qualifications to 
do this, filnee I have been a lifetime student 
of china’s political evolution and of the 
West’s relationships with the Far East. You 
need hardly be assured that the most quali- 
fied, as the most intellectually and morally 
honest, authorities in history and political 
science r upper t the essential assumptions 
upon wh ch your viewpoints are based. 

It is my very deepest hope, air. that you 
will mail tain your present courageous confi- 
dence that you are '‘right’’— right In the best 
interests of world peace and mankind at 
large, and, therefore, right because it follows 
you are serving the truly test interests of 
the coun;ry which you serve in such intelli- 
gent. hoi est, and moral patriotism— our own 
United Slates of America. 

With my highest appreciation and my very 
best wisl.es, I am, dear Senator Morse, 
Respectfully yours, 

Ernest T. Nash. 

Munich, Germany, 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator jrom Oregon. 

Dear S:r: I wish to express my deep ad- 
miration for your courageous stand on the 
current southeast Asia situation. Also your 
past recoid in the public service of our coun- 
try Is something to be proud of. I wish we 
had more men. like you in Congress. 

Res pectl'ully yours, 

Bernard Nied, 

Captain, U.S. Air Force (Retired). 

Durham, N.C., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Sinatcr Moise: This note Is merely 
to indicate my warm support for your posi- 
tion as regards the current crisis In southeast 
Asia. I t-uly regret that % am net able to 
cast a vote for pou. 

Sincerelir, 

Peter H. Klopfer. 

LOS 4N0ELE3, CALIF. 

Dear Senator Morse: Again yours is a 
voice crying in the wilderness. And again 
I thank you from the bottom of ray heart. 

If there are history books for our grand- 
children (children) to read your name will be 
among the heroes, and I wish you would run 
for President with, maybe, Linus Pauling for 
Vice Presiient. I simply cannot see how I 
or other n. others and human beings devoted 
to preservation of young lives can vote for a 
brinkman candidate. 

When I try to Imagine what a good life 
could be provided for all the thousands of 
our people now existing in desperate poverty, 
if the money spent on wore, e-thau -useless 
armamentu was put to good social uses, well 
I can’t qu te imagine, but I know that this 
school nu-se would not walk around the 
school yard seeing hungry kids. For my 
part I'd rather see every youth get the best 
education that a Robert Hutchins cs.n dream 
up than to know hew many and how deep 
ure the craters of the moon. 

Again, my thanks for your continued voice 
against wa *. Pray keep it up. 

Mosi respectfully, 

Mrs. A, T. Reed. 
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Philadelphia, Pa„ 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Mob.se, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for 
standing for International morality on the 
floor of tho United States. Never was it in 
greater need of such a stand. 

Gratefully yours, 

Arthur and Helen Bertholf. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I wish to express my admiration for 
your courage in opposing the war in Vietnam. 
Your voice in the Seriate calling for negotia- 
tions instead of gun fighting was loud and 
clear. 

You have the support in this matter of 
many friends and neighbors. I look forward 
to your speaking again on this question in 
the future. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. A. Citron. 

San Diego, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for the 
specific details of your thoughts in exacting 
words describing your evaluation of the Far 
East crisis of August 5. I concur with you, 
believing that you have expressed the mature 
mind of Jesus Christ, not as a child, but as 
one who has put away the childish things 
of first speaking, then thinking and under- 
standing later. For with all my heart as 
a citizen of the United States of America I 
believe your words to be the true sonship of 
your fatheied thoughts of understanding, 
making you a true son of God, Joint heir 
with truth and true freedom. Thank God 
for men who will think and understand and 
then speak the convictions that two wrongs 
do not make a right. 

Sincerely, 

C. T. Falloren, Jr. 

P s - — 1 would greatly appreciate your ac- 
knowledgment of this letter. 

Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : We want to commend 
you for the courage. Integrity, and intelli- 
gence you sfc.owed In your stand against U.S. 
aggression ia Vietnam, North and South. 
Many, many people support your position- 
al! honest people who understand and oppose 
the implications of having American Armed 
Forces in southeast Asia— and we hope that 
they will all tell you, and President Johnson 
what they think. 

Our most sincere thanks. 

Victor and Ellen Perlo. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to congratu- 
late and thank you for being the only Mem- 
ber of the whole Congress, apparently, to 
protest the action of our President and coun- 
try in Vietnam this week. Don’t Congress- 
men ever read or inform themselves on 
anything except the price of crops— here in 
Wyoming It is cattle, wool and oil — or what 
their poorly informed constituents think 
they want? You are the only man in Con- 
gress that approaches the vision of some of 
the men that Mr. Kennedy wrote about In 
his "Profiles of Courage.” I know it is politi- 
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cally expedient and practically necessary for 
a Senator like Fulbright to vote against civil 
rights; and for Mr. McGee to fight to pre- 
serve the 27-percent oil depletion allowance; 
and for Mr. Humphrey to keep his eyes fixed 
on the milling, agricultural and mining In- 
terests of Minnesota; but where is our be- 
loved country heading when there Is no one 
who really considers the whole country and 
its relation to the whole world in the light of 
the reality of the present, and the future? 

My husband and I subscribe to and read: 
Atlantic, Harper’s, the Progressive, I. F. 
Stone’s Weekly, the Independent, Atlas, the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Saturday 
Review, and the Saturday Evening Post, be- 
sides the National Geographic and National 
Wildlife, Wyoming Wildlife, and my orga- 
nizational teachers’ magazines. We also read 
and buy books and are, at least amateur, 
students of history. But I am afraid to write 
a political letter to the people to be published 
in the local paper. I am a second-grade 
teacher with only 2 years to retirement, and 
we have 2 sons, one 22, married and on his 
own, but he and his wife both start college 
again this fall; our youngest son Is 16 and 
starts his senior year at high school in the 
fall. I have only been a teacher for the last 
8 years, qualifying in Wyoming; but I grad- 
uated from the University of Minnesota in 
1927 from SLA, major English and minor 
sociology. My husband is physically unfit to 
work at any protracted heavy work — he has 
been a salesman and carpenter and construc- 
tor; so I started teaching. Mr. McGee Is 
completely correct In stating that Wyoming 
Is rife with John Birchers, even the educated 
here are politically Ignorant and our local 
press Is rabidly rightwing Republican — our 
columnists are De Toledano, Holmes Alexan- 
der, Lyle Wilson, etc. BPI seems to be the 
only news service they use now. Being the 
only support of my family, paying on a mort- 
gage— my husband only finished our house 
last year— for 14 years I lived here with only 
cold running water and no sink — for the sake 
of some Independence in our old age and to 
at least see our youngest hoy into college, I 
feel I must keep my mouth shut. Is that not 
shameful In this country? 

But I got angry. I am not the only one 
who listened to Mr. Goldwater’s acceptance 
speech and was reminded of the beginnings 
of Hitler. How many Congressmen have 
even read Shlrer’s “Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich”? I do not accuse Senator 
Goldwater of being a Hitler; but funda- 
mentally he is not an intelligent or Informed 
man, and he may have hold of the tail of a 
tiger. I do not like his German acquaint- 
ances, nor his following in this country. 
Neither do I trust the military-industrial 
complex we now have. I admire Mr. 
McGee for cosponsoring a bill to try to work 
out changeover to a peace economy; it should 
have been done long ago. I do not trust 
or admire the FBI, particularly those who 
work In the South. I do not like or admire 
Robert Kennedy; it was with reluctance 
that I voted for President Kennedy last 
time, but he did better than I thought he 
would. Robert is not his equal. I do not 
trust Germany, either East or West. I hope 
the Labor Party wins in England this year. 
I do not think Russia wants war; and she 
won more by backing down in the Cuba 
confrontation than we did. We have been 
stupid in our Cuban policy from the begin- 
ning; and most of Latin America sees our 
Alliance for Progress as another boondoggle 
for' the rich, as is our foreign aid, which Is 
chiefly military anyway. The Peace Corps 
has been 'fine, but I would hate to try to ex- 
plain to foreigners our alliances with dicta- 
tors in Spain, Portugal, and Latin America 
and our dear old friend, Chiang Kai-shek, 
whom the people of Formosa hate, as do the 
people of Iwo Jima, for instance, hate us. 
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as represented by our Army. We helped 
Pakistan against India; made an enemy out 
of Nasser so we have no influence over him 
In his Arab campaign against Israel now. 
And there are probably a hundred more 
things I could mention. 

In conclusion. If President Johnson feels 
he must go aggressive and to the right, to 
meet Goldwater, I see no point In voting 
nationally thiB year at all. I will vote on 
the State level, but unless Johnson changes 
his course — and I've heard others say that 
this week, only they will vote for Gold- 
water — I am not going to vote for him. He 
has Goldwater’s approval, not mine; nor 
some others of my friends and relatives. I 
even have some Unitarian friends in Texas. 
To call shelling mainland villages self-de- 
fense Is ridiculous and an insult to anyone 
of intelligence. We have violated League of 
Nations rules, the treaty of 1964, and any 
other number of things as you have stated. 
In 1056 the Committee of the United Na- 
tions reported both North and South Viet- 
nam had violated borders and the treaty, 
and then we started helping. 

I apologize for the length of this. I have 
written as a friend, for you have often spo- 
ken for me. I have greatly admired your 
courage ever since you left the Republican 
Party, which was an act of courage. Ste- 
venson has been a disappointment to me — 
and I voted for him twice. Thank you 
again. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

Marian McMunn Nilson. 

Copies to: Senator Humphrey, McGee, 
the President, and my son Eric in California. 


East Stroudsburg, Pa., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon. 

Dear Senator Morse: This letter relates 
to your views on the bombing of North Viet- 
namese installations by the Air Force this 
week. 

In the reckless atmosphere of the past few 
days, your voice has been one of the few 
which demonstrated statesmanship and level- 
headedness. 

You have probably been much abused for 
your statements. This letter is written sim- 
ply to help give you a little moral support. 

Respectfully, 

R. Helffrich. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: In view of the recent 
expansion of the war in southeast Asia, I 
feel compelled to write to let you know of 
my warm support for your opposition to the 
war in Vietnam. I’m afraid that too often 
a person like myself applaud silently when 
we should let our voices be heard. I feel 
confident that you will speak out even more 
forcefully now that we have taken the re- 
cent aggressive — and suicidal — steps against 
North Vietnam. Rest assured that there are 
many who are grateful to you for your cour- 
age in speaking out. 

I want you to know that I am writing my 
representatives, Senator Clark, Senator 
Scott, and Representative Barrett, asking 
them to oppose the resolution proposed by 
President Johnson, and asking them to sup- 
port you In opposing the war in Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 

Julia B. Bloch. 


North Chevy Chase, Md., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

V.SffSenate, 

Washington, D.C. . 

Dear Senator Morse: Oregonians can 
again take satisfaction in having sent to the 
Senate a man who thinks for himself, and 


who places conscience above party and the 
welfare of men above narrow nationalism. 
Congratulations on your Independent stand 
on the issue of our bombings in North Viet- 
nam. 

Cordially, 

Robert O. Link. 

Detroit, Mich., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I want to express my gratitude for 
your courageous stand against the present 
Government policy in southeast Asia. 

Yours is the only voice in Congress that 
speaks out against following a course which 
could result In a nuclear war. 

In your defense of peace, I feel certain, 
you express the sentiments of the over- 
whelming majority of the American people. 
Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Ida Olshansky. 
August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : I was so glad to hear 
your statements about the attacks on the 
Vietnamese. We support your statements 
and congratulate your courage. We need 
more of your caliber in our Government. 
Sometimes I think we should move to Ore- 
gon instead of trying to fight the current 
here in Los Angeles. 

Please continue this type of work. We 
support you all the way. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Busser. 

Marion, Iowa, 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; I want to congratu- 
late you for not supporting the resolution 
concerning Vietnam. It all look3 like this is 
the beginning of nuclear world war III, and 
the next move will be to go Into China. 
This country is flittering away its resources 
on nothing. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Irene J. Coombes. 

Saturday, August 8, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; As one who be- 
lieves you are doing a job In the Senate for 
the American people — and a damned good 
one — I am moved to write these lines in 
appreciation of what I believe is your sen- 
sible and wise stand on so many issues. 

I have just finished listening to the 
WCBS-TV 1 p.m, Saturday news and I am 
rather Incensed at Martin Agronsky’s scur- 
rilous remarks about you — at least your 
hewing to the line and crusading courage 
for what you believe to be right and Just — 
these admirable traits of yours were pre- 
sented in a rather contemptuous light. 

My feeling is that more “Morse-men” in 
the Senate and a corresponding reduction of 
“political hacks" would be very salutory, 
indeed. 

Please keep up the good fight, W. M., and 
more power to you. 

Sincerely in appreciation, 

Stanley Crabtree. 

Somerset, N.J. 

Copy to CBS. 


Willow River, Minn., 

August 7, 1964. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: We are very happy to hear 
that there Is one Senator who is man enough 
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to say what he knows is right. More power 
to you. We also heard that Senator Gruen- 
ing, of Alaska, voted as you did, so we have 
two brave men In Washington, D.C. We feel 
ss you do about Vietnam. Good luck and 
take good care of yourself. We need men 
like you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr, and Mr.j. A. E. Borchardt. 

Williamsport, Pa., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 3.' admire your coura- 
geous stand on the Vietnam issue. 

I am happy to know that there are two 
men In the Senate who represent the Ameri- 
can people and are no; rubberstamps for 
a reactionary leadership. 

I wish to thank you for your warning 
to the Americans that their rights and free- 
doms are being threatened by the actions of 
the House and Senate li giving Johnson a 
free hand In going to war without a declara- 
tion of war. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Annie E. Ault. 

Vineland, N.J., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wa yne Morse, 

Senator of Oregon, 

Senate Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Senator: On behalf of many of 
my friends and clients I wish to express to 
you my deepest appreciation for the courage- 
ous stan d which you have taken during the 
present crisis in southeast Asia. 

It is regrettable that or ly you and Senator 
Gruening have taken a sane and legally jus- 
tifiable attitude in this dangerous situation 
and we are proud to have had you and Sena- 
tor Gruening as speakers during the past 
Israeli bond drives in Vineland. 

We would like to see Ihe day when your 
politics will be shared by the majority. 
Respectfully, 

Rudolph Hearns. 

Washington, D.C., 
August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank. you for your 
honesty and courage in speaking for peace. 

I have written to the President urging nego- 
tiations rather thap warfare over the conflict 
in Vietnam. 

sincerely yours, 

Edmond S. Harris. 

Columbus, Ohio, 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wholly appreciate 
and support your efforts tj stop the U.S. ac- 
tion (toward all-out war) n Asia, specifically 
South Vietnam. 

It Is necessary to repeat time and again 
that the United States ha:.; no business sup- 
porting civil strife as we are doing In Viet- 
nam. « 

Please continue to urge your fellow col- 
leagues In the Senate to get out of Vietnam 
as well as informing your fellow country- 
men, thp unhappy truth— we are acting as 
a "protector.” 

Most respectfully, 

Donna Childers. 
August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Sc much of my time 
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figures and i;cts that, to prevent growing 
into a perpetual sourpuss. I must send 
someone a "Bravo.’* And there Is no one 
in Washington — or probably everywhere else 
in the war Id— more deserving of such than 
yourself. Your unrelenting criticism of the 
war in Vietnam and the military emphasis 
of foreign aid are putting the braises on my 
growing £ ntlst atlsm . 

Of course, I wired the President last 
week on bis address to the Nation on Viet- 
nam. I would wire you, too, but I’m sure 
you would rather I spent my money on more 
"No" telegrams. 

Enthusiastically yours, 

Ical Roodenko. 

Iron Mountain, Mich., 

August JO, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washingt on, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I feel an obligation to be 
counted as one in deep appreciation for your 
stand on Vietnam. 

Think you. 

Mrs. Enid Avent. 

Cleveland, Ohio, 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Way me Morse, 

Senate Oflce Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Mouse: We liave just com- 
pleted your excellent article, “Humpty 
Dumpty In Vietnam,” in the August issue of 
the Progressive. Unfortunately, this article 
will have limited circulation. Your objec- 
tions on ihe floor of the Senate to extend- 
ing the conflict In Vietnam ire truly com- 
mendable, though you’ll probably get very 
little reinforcement for your efforts at this 
time. 

Sincerely yours, 

Donald M. McPherson. 
Sandra B. McPherson. 


Los Angeles, Calit., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator W iyne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honor aile Sir: Although not one of your 
constituents, I feel I must write and con- 
gratulate you on your wisdom and courage 
In your stend on our position In Vietnam. 

For years I have wondered why we Inter- 
fered there in the first place, and why we 
persisted in an effort that not only was none 
of our business but not even welcomed or 
appreciated — or, in many cases, not even 
tolerated— by the people of South Vietnam; 
people much more concerned with their need 
for food and shelter than with the freedom 
which to them is a mere theoretical abstrac- 
tion. To rr e, It was just another Eisenhower- 
Nlxon -Dulles blunder — In their arrogant 
determination to make the world over in the 
Image of America-, and to get more votes 
from the simple minded. This sort of ar- 
rogance is, to me, against all the laws of God 
and humaiity. If we believe — as we self- 
righteously claim— In self-determination, 
then why do we not practice what wo preach. 
Heaven knows- -we have enough problems 
on our own doorstep. 

Our beloved President Kennedy, I am con- 
fident, would have corrected many of the 
Eisenhower -Nixon blunders, and refused to 
be drawn Into the trap they set for him In 
the Bay of Pigs affair, had It not been for 
their continuous and ridiculous contentions 
that he was elected by only a hair’s margin — 
a myth if ever there: was one — considering 
all that h* hai against him in religious 
prejudice. 

For at le ist one voice “crying In the wil- 
derness” I im thankful— so, again, my con- 
gratulation i ancl best wishes. 

Slnct rely. 


Fisk Memorial Methodist Church, 

Natick, Mass., August 11, 1964. 
Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washingtor,., D.C, 

Dear Senator Morse; As a registered voter 
In Massachusetts I commend the position you 
have taken in discouraging the escalating of 
war in southeast Aste., and have written to 
President Johnson and Senators Kennedy 
and Salt on stall supporting your stand. I 
deeply regret the limited publicity which has 
been given to your sane approach to the 
problem. 

Sincerely yours, 

William H. Likins, Th. D. 

Ann Arbor, Mich., 

August 10, 1964. 

Wayne Morije, 

U.S, Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington. D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I live in a different 
State from you, but cannot forbear saying 
how much I appreciate and admire your 
standing all alone In this terrible business of 
the bombing of North Vietnam. I cannot 
understand Mr. Johnson's eagerness; the 
crisis was past; the ships had gone on their 
way; nobody had been killed; Investigation 
should precede action; one wonders what 
was the role ofi-th* fa t,>»» matter. The 
US. Senate is supposed, to be the greatest de- 
liberative body in the world; on civil rights or 
education It deliberates endlessly, but agree- 
ment to bomb civilians to death in an un- 
declared war requires no deliberation. 

And hence my admiration. 

Sincerely, 

Harriette Simpson Arnow. 


Vernon, N.J., 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: A day last week I 
watched, listened, deeply moved while you 
were let speak, and wished other and younger 
Senators were standing beside you, and 
missed Senator Gruening. True, Ibsen said. 
"A man is strongest when he stands most 
alone.” You spoke with such wisdom and 
courage and you spoke for the many of us 
who think as you do but speak only among 
ourselves and are without authority. I be- 
lieve that should the question be added to 
our ballot In this coming election: “Should 
our Armed Forces be in Vietnam?” the ma- 
jority of the voters of this country would 
check “No" and those who would mark “Yes" 
would for the most part mark it thinking 
"As all but the one of our Senators are vot- 
ing for it, they must know something they 
think it unwise to tell us." 

A friend just returned from a couple of 
months’ travel in Europe to tell me that 
everywhere the people are deeply concerned, 
anxious over our seeming indifference to the 
likely results, to them, and to the whole 
world from our war -risking policy in Asia. 

I was gratified to read in yesterday's New 
York Times's letters a long letter by a Judge 
who thinks s.s you do and quotes you and 
Senator Gruening. We see all too little 
mention of your views and his and that little 
likely to be in derision. This man is so right 
In saying that we cannot predict the reac- 
tions of other nations. The best and the 
worst of life is; its surprises, plan how we may. 
We are not young, but many who stand to 
suffer from any bombing done are young, and 
they have their right not to be robbed of 
their chance of growing up and of growing 
old, at least not robbed by us, from our side 
the world, because of our surmises as to what 
the threats o:? communism are for them or 
for the whole of Asia. “Why ask the night 
before the darkness comes?” 

I write only to say “courage"— and to ask 
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now on, write, so that we can read your his- 
tory in the Senate, know your views and 
share your vision, in a book, in articles, in 
letters to the papers. It is so sobering to 
think that, if we persist in our military- 
minded aim, that can be so quick and far- 
reaching and ruinous, decisions, steps and 
retaliations could come that could wipe out 
nations before this letter comes to your desk, 
making all that you say treasonous, me sus- 
pect, and the few left, unhappy and terribly 
afraid. May you be free to say your say, next 
week, next congressional term, and for a long 
time. And may you not always have to stand 
so alone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy T. Buickerood 
Mrs. John W. Buickerood. 

Union City, N.J., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator ^Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This Is to express my 
appreciation for your stand on Vietnam. 

Very truly yours, 

Irving M. Wolfe. 

Ponsolle Manufacturing Co., 

Long Island City, N.Y., August 11, 1964. 
Senator Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your courageous 
stand against the Pentagon’s decision to 
make a brutal attack against a defenseless 
small country like South Vietnam is mighty 
gratifying. 

We in the United States need more honest 
acting minds like you to get us out of this 
morass of decadence, of violent, arrogant 
brutality against humanity. The peoples of 
the world condemn the U.S. Government's 
murderous action. 

Anyone with religious convictions and 
mainly with a bit of political knowledge 
knows that Prance couldn’t hold on to its 
$500 million plundering adventure in Indo- 
china and now the American monopolists 
want to grab it. 

The people of southeast Asia will defeat 
us just as the French imperialists were de- 
feated. ] ■ 

Let us not sacrifice more young American 
lives and innocent Vietnamese people. 

‘ Our hearts go to you, Senator Morse, to 
encourage you in your battle against decep- 
tion by our Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

Constant Ponsolle. 

, Woodmont, Conn., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am heartened by 
your conviction and courage concerning U.S. 
action in Vietnam. I am dismayed that our 
Congress sees right in might, when the same 
actions applied to other nations would al- 
most certainly be considered as naked aggres- 
sion. Such action as we have taken weakens 
Olir position in the world to stand for the 
interests of the vast majority of the people. 
Here we have allowed the powerful pressures 
of a small American segment to short circuit 
the cause of peace, international law, and 
moral considerations. Keep up your fight 
and let the American people know the whole 
truth; if the daily press will not print it, I 
ara sure that there are presses that will. 
Yours sincerely, 

Del Eberhakdt. 

Kent, Conn., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: Although. I am not one 
of your constituents, I want y ou_ to know 


that I approve of and admire your efforts, 
as reported last week over the radio and in 
the New York Times, to present another Bide 
of what President Johnson claimed was an 
‘■unprovoked attack” on one of our warships 
in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

I realize that you have been making 
speeches about Vietnam to your fellow Sen- 
ators for 5 months or so, and that the news- 
papers have not publicized these speeches, 
because for some reason they are afraid to 
print your criticism of our behavior in south- 
east Asia. It might be well for more of the 
American people to hear your views, and last 
week a few more may have begun to listen. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Breasted. 

New York., N.Y., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 


answer to the problem; namely, negotiate 
with those you are fighting — not with your 
puppets; and when that is done, make a fresh 
start to remove the bitterness left by the 
war. The Mendes-France government did 
not survive long enough to finish this 
ambitious task — Its demise was not con- 
nected with Its solution to the problem in 
southeast Asia. But it began the task with 
such obvious good faith that the ground was 
laid for the present-day popularity of the 
French in Laos, Cambodia, and the two Viet- 
nams. 

Because of this popularity, French journal- 
ists are better received in that area tharf 
journalists of other countries and are the 
best Informed reporters in the world about 
the situation there. The reports they are 
publishing in such responsible non-Com- 
munlst French newspapers as Le Monde and 
France-Soir are completely different from 
those which appear in the U.S. newspapers. 
The reports all indicate that Mendes-France’s 
1954 solution is today, as it was then, the 
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convictions 

just what you said because I have not yet 
read the Congressional Record, but I am 
sure in the light of what you have said be- 
fore, that your speech was strong and correct. 

Yours sincerely, 

Clark Foreman. 

Portable Gallery Color Slides, 

New York, N.Y., August 11, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have read with 
great interest your excellent and, regretta- 
bly, minority campaign, against our policies 
in southeast Asia. It was clear from the 
beginning that it was to 6e a losing battle, 
but thank you for trying. 

Yours sincerely, 

Albert Vanderburg, Jr.. 

Davidson College, 
Davidson, N.C., August 11, 1964. 
Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I have Just finished read- 
ing the speech you delivered against Senate 
.Joint Resolution 189 as reported in the 
August 5 Congressional Record. I wish to 
associate myself with the position you take 
therein in regard to the situation In south- 
east Asia and to congratulate you on your 
courage. You have been, in my opinion, the 
most consistent, constant, and able defender 
of Justice, freedom, and democracy in the 
U.S. Congress, and your presence in Con- 
gress brings credit to and respect for the en- 
tire country. May the voters of Oregon keep 
you in the Senate as long as you are able 
to speak. 

I am taking the liberty of sending you a 
copy of a letter I wrote to the Charlotte 
(N.C.) Observer. A greatly emasculated ver- 
sion was printed therein a couple of days 
ago. 

With best wishes and highest regards to 
you, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

E. F, Patterson, 
Associate Professor. 

July 28, 1964. 

Editor, 

The Charlotte Observer, 

Charlotte, N.C. 

Dear Sir: The problem facing the United 
States in southeast Asia today is the same 
one which faced France 10 years ago; i.e., how 
to end a war which Is no longer winnable (if 
it ever was) without destroying all hope for 
the future. 

The Mendes-France government, which 
was ruling France 10 years ago, found an 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500330004-0 


happy Vietnamese. 

A report from one of these reporters was 
published in the June 27, London Economist. 
The reporter made the following observa- 
tions: 

“Probably a truly free vote would show that 
the great majority of the (South) Viet- 
namese want two things — peace and inde- 
pendence both from the Americans and the 
North Vietnam. But even then it would not 
be possible to ignore the problem posed by 
the VIetcong, with its roots stretching every- 
where, Its cadres who are the most honest 
and energetic in the country, and above all 
Its formidable army. ’The only question is 
whether it can be crushed— as the Americans 
have so far vainly tried to do — or tamed by 
being brought into the open, in political 
and parliamentary terms, with all that that 
Implies, in particular, in terms of a Socialist- 
run economy. 

“The more time passes, the harder it be- 
comes to ignore this second possibility, little 
as it cheers anyone in the West. The Amer- 
icans are trying to bolt the frontiers and cut 
off northern aid. This is what the French 
did on the frontiers of Algeria, but with no 
success, because the conflict was in the first 
place an internal one. To threaten Peiping 
with reprisals is of no use when the sources 
of the civil war lie in South Vietnam itself. 

"From numerous conversations with lead- 
ers in North Vietnam and the VIetcong — this 
correspondent is convinced that it would be 
an error for the West to look for a solution 
In Peiping. To deal- with the Chinese as if 
they were already masters of Vietnam would 
be to pull the rug from under the feet of the 
Vietnamese In Hanoi rind the underground, 
who are strongly nationalist In their outlook. 
The consent of Mr. Mao Tse-tung would be 
necessary. But first one must negotiate with 
the Vietnamese themselves. 

The fact is that there are American troops 
in South Vietnam today, but not Chinese 
ones, and if the South Vietnamese have no 
stomach for the fight with their brothers in 
the Vietcong, it will be very hard to screw 
them up to a more combative spirit. Viet- 
namese affairs are, after all, those of the 
Vietnamese more than of America or China. 
The day General Khanh wishes to deal with 
his Communist compatriots he will not need 
a go-between; his own brother is a high 
official in Hanoi controlling North Vietna- 
mese industry. Most of the families of this 
unhappy country are similarly divided, with 
members on both sides. 

All this is, of course, highly disturbing to 
most Americans, but it is the same hard, un- 
varnished truth which Senators Morse and 
Gruening have been speaking on the floor 
of the Senate for several months, speeches 
that have gone largely unreported in the 
dally press, and it Is the truth which we must 
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come to accept and act on immediately. It 
should be noted, parenthetically, that only 
if Senator Goldwater :s defeated decisively 
in November will it even be possible to begin 
the long and difficult process of extricating 
ourselves from the impossible predicament 
In southeast Asia In a way that will bring 
honor to and respect and good will for the 
United States. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. F. Patterson, 
Associate Professor. 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: For your courageous 
action in questioning our policy in Vietnam 
and in withholding approval of the Presi- 
dent’s actions in the recent crisis there. I 
wish my Senator had an much courage. 

Yours truly, 

Mary Dwyer. 

P.S. — No need to replj to this note. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to ex- 
press my deep admiration for your courage 
in taking a stand again* t what many people 
believe to be a preliminary step in ttye prepa- 
ration for an extended land war in Asia. It 
la due to your courage, dedication to freedom 
and democracy, and tenacity In searching 
out facts that the realities of southeast Asia 
are coming to light. Your Job is and will be 
a lonely one with little consolation from 
those quarters that should be most thank- 
ful. Nevertheless, I know you realize that 
you are performing an essential and crucial 
function that in the long run will not go 
unappreciated. 

Fifteen years of the cold war have reduced 
our flexibility to respond to new situations. 
Too many people look at the world as a 
struggle between the forces of good and evil 
with unchanging truths and grand alterna- 
tives. This picture is not accurate, espe- 
cially in southeast Asia and unless we begin 
to face this fact, we are In for serious trouble 
which can only culminate in defeat for all. 
With profund gratitude, 

Robert Friedman. 

Ward, Colo., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing to con- 
gratulate you on the stand you took this 
week in the Senate in opposing the adminis- 
tration’s policy in the Vietnam, crisis. 

You may be interested in the letter on this 
subject which I am sending to President 
Johnson. I enclose a copy . 

Respectfully yours, 

Dorothy T. Maxwell. 


August 21 


ments — or by any kind of military action. 
The spread of democracy will take place on 
an entirely different piano. 

In the present crisis It U my belief that 
the matter should be reierred to another 
Geneva Conference on southeast Asia. This 
should i-e followed, or accompanied, by im- 
mediate withdrawal of all U.S. troops and 
the supjtort of plans for tie neu tralization 
and Independence Df the Indochinese states. 

Respectfully yours, 

Dorothy T. Maxwell. 

Antwerp, Ohio. 

Dear Intends: I don’t know it you will 
even receive this or not. Sav/ In the morning 
news that there is someone down there 
thinking about our sons, and felt like shout- 
ing and praising God. The prestige of the 
United States don’t seem to mean so much 
to mothers who have only one son left at 
home, no husband, and only one son besides 
I have always bene brought up to be a 
stinking Republican (that is I dared not 
vote for a Democrat or be disgraced) but 
I love anybody who will try to protect our 
boys from this terrible conflict that goes on 
abroad so thank you and may God help us. 

Mrs. Goldie Getrost. 

Rockville Center, N.Y., 

' August .10,1964. 

Senator Waynx Morris, 

The U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I most heartily 
commend you for your forthright stand 
against President Johnson’3 handling of the 
Vietnam crisis. I hope that your Independ- 
ent and dear thinking and your courage to 
express it will give heart to others to do the 
same. 

Moiit respectfully, 

Em a R. EEielty. 

Orange, Caiif., 

August it, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Ofjlce Building, 

Washingtcn, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It is with a great 
deal of sedness that we learned that only 
two Senators and no Representatives had 
the courage and wisdom to vote against the 
support o' action of the President in the 
recent Vietnam situation. 

We- wish to congratulate you on your stand 
this past week and your stand rs you have 
tried to explain it and express it .in recent 
months. We agree with your reasons and 
hope you will continue to speak out for a 
wiser southeast Aslan policy as the facts be- 
come known to you. 

Sincerely, 

Paul 13. Kilc.incer, 

Loretta Kil linger. 


Ward, Colo., 
Avgust 8, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: I am writing to 
object to U.S. policy in Vietnam. I consider 
that the present crisis has been brought on 
by our country’s military intervention in 
South Vietnam, which fiom the beginning 
has been In abrogation of our pledge not to 
violate the Geneva accords. I feel that the 
public has been misinformed concerning this, 
and other matters relating to Vietnam. Fur- 
ther, I think it very wrong that the Central 
Intelligence Agency should have the power 
of creating foreign policy, for example, by 
machinations aimed at overthrowing gov- 
ernments. 

It is time that the people and Government 
of the United States real.ze that the world 
is not going to be won for democracy by 
military support of undemocratic govern - 
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Hopkins, Minn., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Seriate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It tcok courage to 
be only ore of two members of the Senate 
to vote against the joint resolution. I wish 
to congratulate you and Senator Gruenlng 
on your vete and the reasoning behind it. 

The Minneapolis Tribune today had an 
editorial wiich stated that, maybe, the North 
Vietnam attack was not without provoca- 
tion. Are we being told the: truth? The 
JJ— 2 inci dent is still fresh in riy mind. The 
'TPniTifjff’ Vice Premier denied the attack on 
Cyprus by Turkish planes nod was caught 
lying. Must International politics be a mass 
of lies? It we are to keep the peace, we 
should try to bo honest too. I, as much as 
anyone, would like the southeast Asia situa- 
tion resolv id in our favor but this type of 
18th century swashbuckling can lead to com- tl 
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plications notwithstanding the government’s 
cry of self-righteous indignation at being 
attacked without provocation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Paul Platon. 
Copy to Senator Humphrey. 

Los Angeles, Calif,, 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

United States Senate , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
your statement about our position in Viet- 
nam. 

It is very frightening to all of us because a 
limited war Is so easily turned it into an un- 
limited one. 

It is time for the United Nations to step 
in and the United States to step out. 
Sincerely, 

Libbie Rosenblatt. 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 

D x . August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I admire and ap- 
plaud your courage in calling for reason in 
southeast Asia . amid cries for "national 
unity." Since your speech was poorly re- 
ported, could you send me a copy of your 
speech against Johnson’s resolution on Viet- 
nam made August 7, 1984. 

Thank you, 

John P.Boyd. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator, Senate Office Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
you on your opposition to our Involvement 
in southeast Asia and specifically In South 
Vietnam. 

Though not one of your constituents, in 
a sense you represent all of us Americans 
who deplore our men being killed, but not in 
defense of our country, and in turn serving 
to kill even greater numbers of Asians in 
what is essentially a civil war. 

I hope your being in a tiny minority in 
the Senate vdli not discourage you in main- 
taining your position. The men we expend 
and the treasure we spend in this so-called 
“police action” in defense of what we call 
“freedom” could be better used at home. 

With admiration and respect. 

Abraham S. Rosenthal. 

Queens, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
courageous s ;and against U.S. war policies in 
Vietnam. I managed to hear about your 
recent speech despite the blackout by the 
popular mass media. Please continue to 
speak out for peace, and keep telling the 
American people the truth. The present 
situation in this country is ominously like 
that of Germany just before Hitler took over. 

Please send me your speeches in the inter- 
national situation that are available. Ag ain , 
thank you for being one of the few lone 
voices for the truth in this country. 

Sincerely, 

Beatrice Boyer. 


Los Angeles, 
August 12, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to com- 
mend you on your statement you made 
about North Vietnam. I, myself, have not 
been able to understand what we are doing 
‘here. It seems to me that we have no right 
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there, that this situation should be handled 
by the U.N. 

Please keep up the good work. I for one 
am glad that you are in the Senate and you 
are as honest and forthright. 

Yours truly, 

Gertrude Shriver. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 8, 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Chambers, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: We are in full support of your 
position on Vietnam and your vote In the 
Senate, How we wish you represented Cali- 
fornia. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Thorne. 

Cheyenne Wells, Colo., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I want to congratulate you and 
the Senator from Alaska for your courage 
and forsight in voting against the resolution 
giving the President the power to wage war 
without the consent of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate. 

Senator, for the life of me X can’t see where 
we are accomplishing anything meddling in 
the troubles of other nations. All I can 
do Is lead us into another big war. I just 
heard a news broadcast that Turkey is in- 
vading Cyprus. What kind of commitments 
will this 'bring us into? Will, this and the 
trouble in Asia draw us into the third World 
War? I believe you will argee with me that 
South Korea and South Vietnam are dicta- 
torships. That their governments are. I am 
a veteran of the 1st World War and I be- 
lieve firmly in our form of Government but 
I do believe that we should bring all of our 
boys home and let these foreign countries 
settle their own troubles. I sometimes won- 
der as I have heard others remark that we 
are getting to be the most hated Nation in 
the world. I hope you won’t mind when I 
say in also sincerity, we need more men of 
your courage and character in public offce. 
I remain; 

YOurs very truly, 

L. W. Kliesen. 


Flushing, N.Y., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: As a thinking United 
States citizen, I wish to congratulate you 
for your intelligent stand and comments on 
the Vietnam situation. Thank you, too, for 
the amendments you offered to the foreign 
aid bill, some of which the Senate adopted 
(as reported in today’s Times) . 

It is only unfortunate that we do not have 
more men of your caliber in our Government 
today. 

Please have the courage to carry on your 
good work. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Altschuler. 

Madison, Wis., 
August 11, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: To my great regret I am not a con- 
stituent of yours, but nonetheless, since I 
api a U.S, citizen and since you are a U.S. 
Senator, may I commend you for your cour- 
ageous compelling, and highly rational stand 
on the Vietnam issue. At least there is one 
•person in high places who is talking some 
sense and who can see that our hands are 
Just as dirty as our adversaries. I fail to see 
how we can realy expect anyone to believe us 
or in our ideals if we do not move towards 


achieving at least a few of them. Freedom 
is not “being just like me”. It 1 b being free 
to choose, to accept or reject. 

I hope your constituents support your posi- 
tive and forthright fjtand and I hope all of 
us may look forward to seeing more of your 
rationality pour forth from the morass of 
nonsequiturs that surround Vietnam and 
other critical issues. 

I would also like to express appreciation 
for your article in the August copy of the 
Progressive. I hope we will be seeing more 
articles from you. 

May I obtain from your office a copy of 
the pamphlet entitled “Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1964; — Individual Views of Senator 
Morse on H.R. 11380” or if not could you tell 
me where I can obtain a copy? Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Terry A. Rhodes, 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 12, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator : Yours is the only sane voice 
I have heard amongst the hysterical babble 
about “defense” in Vietnam. Defense of 
what? Certainly not of the United States. 
As for defense of an Ideology ( if that is sup- 
posed to be the reason we are creating, abet- 
ting, or encouraging war there) an ideology 
cannot be foisted on people by force of arms. 

What a hellishly dangerous game the 
United States IS playing. You must feel 
lonely now, but I believe yours is the word 
of truth amid insanity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Odell Prather. 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The apparently un- 
popular position taken by you during the 
Vietnam conflict of August 4, 1964, has com- 
pelled my husband and me to acknowledge 
our support of your pronouncement. 

Too many details have remained unex- 
plained and too many questions have gone 
unanswered to expect unconditional accept- 
ance of these recent events. The latest af- 
fair in the Gulf of Tonkin has taxed our 
sense of logic, to say the least, and we have 
uncomfortably discovered that simple blind 
faith is no longer tenable. 

Your call for a moral renaissance may be 
ignored by the consciousless, but for a few 
It remains an eternal hope. 

Very truly yours, 

Maclyn Barkus. 


Maxwell, N. Mex., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a note to con- 
gratulate you on your recent speech in the 
Senate relative to Vietnam. Of course, your 
consistent opposition to the official policies 
pursued in the Vietnam area is to be lauded. 
It is unfortunate that m,ore of our Congress- 
men do not see the light in this and other 
foreign areas — even though the administra- 
tion doesn’t, 

Frank Brookshire. 

July 12, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing you to 
thank you for your viewpoint regarding Viet- 
nam. 

I would like to request that you discuss 
with the President the possibility of a peace- 
ful negotiation regarding Vietnam. 

I heard the assistant to the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Sullivan speak — aB he put it in a 
sanctimonous church gathering— regarding 
Vietnam, and might I remind you that after 
hearing him talk, that the facts were great- 
ly distorted. 


I am shocked to hear the discussions 
amongst officers and enlightened men regard- 
ing the situation and all statements In re- 
gards to war. 

I wish you would do all you can possibly 
do for a better understanding of this vital 
situation. 

I remain, 

Thanking you, 

Stewart D. Smiley. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 2, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : Thank you for a voice of sanity 
among the pusillanimous during this Aslan 
crisis. 

I pray that one Btrong man can make a 
majority. 

You are helping to preserve the fairness of 
our Nation’s name, in a time when it Is be- 
ing besmirched by many men in high places. 
Sincerely, 

M. Kellin. 

New Haven, Conn., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It was encouraging, 
Indeed, to hear your voice, and that of Sen- 
ator Gruening, raised against our dangerous 
policies and actions in Vietnam. The “move- 
ment to the right” of our administration 
is alarming. It is a mighty contribution to 
our country to have a few voices like yours 
speaking out against the panic. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert L. Jackson, 

Associate Professor. 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse: Thank you 
for your stand on the Vietnam crisis. I do 
not feel we should give carte blanche to the 
President so that the possibility of war is 
alarmingly near. 

I urge for a cease Are — that the United 
Nations settle this crisis, and bring our Amer- 
ican boys back home. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. H. Marth. 

Chisholm, Minn., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I want to commend you on 
your stand on voting against the joint res- 
olution approving the President’s action 
against North Vietnam. 

I am against this business of the Presi- 
dent dropping the bomb and then asking 
Congress if its OK. 

We need more people like you in Con- 
gress. 

Yours truly, 

Luddig Rehish. 


Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S, Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Yours has been the 
only sane voice coming over the TV out of 
Washington this last week. 

We completely support your stand on 
Vietnam and on the special Senate vote to 
give the Chief Executive a blank check on 
such an important area of foreign policy. 

This country and the world would be a 
much safer and much better one to live in 
If in November 3, 1964, if we could be voting 
for you for President and say Martin h. 
King as Vice President. 

Very sincerely, 

Ester Willison. 
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Dear Senator Morse; it la hard to believe 
that there were only two votes against that 
resolution on the war In Vietnam. The im- 
plications seem to me to he pretty frighten- 
ing — but even worse la the mindless accept- 
ance by the entire Senate when reason and 
morality would dictate that there should 
have been an overwhelming vote against It. 

It appears that one 'must, then, congratu- 
late you on doing what you should have done. 
Very odd. Congratulations. 

Mrs. Virginia Rosen. 

August 8. 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: We wish to congratulate you on 
yaur courageous stand against the escala- 
tion of this useless and senseless war in 
South Vietnam, in an area not essential to 
the security of the United States. 

Tours respectfully, 

Helen, Sol Weingast. 

Cambridge, Mass., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; When in some other 
age someone writes another “Profiles in 
Courage,’' I am quite sur ; that you will be 
Included. Your lone vote in the Senate on 
the Gulf of Tonkin affair was Just that. It 
gives hope to all who real present-day his- 
tory with their reason rather than with 
their emotions. Thank you, honorable sir, 
for your redemptive act. Your vote was not 
wasted. 

With admiration and respect, 

Kenneth dsP. Hughes. 

Chicago, III., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator, Morse ; I wish to express my 
appreciation to you for your courageous and 
farseeing attitude toward the Vietnam issue. 

It is fortunate that at least two Senators— 
neither, alas, from Illlnot; — have your wis- 
dom and greatness. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. H. Levy. 
August 10, 1964, 

Dear Senator Morse: I support your prin- 
cipled stand in opposition to the reckless 
bombing of North Vietnam and to the con- 
gressional resolution. You are not alone. 
Yours truly, 

Lawrekce D. Hochman, 

San Mvteo, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Lately, I have been 
wilting a lot of letters — all of them, I think, 
from what Bruno Betelheim calls the In- 
formed Heart (book). These have been to 
a vdde variety of people. Just to let them 
know what my thoughts have been, politi- 
cally, on some action; or speech that was 
made. 

The one person I have no'-, written was you. 

I guess because In some ways you are my 
political alter ego and one doesn’t usually 
write letters to oneself. 

Anyway,, I am very glad you are there doing 
what I think ought to be cone, saying what 
needs to be said; I almost want to move to 
'Oregon Just to vote for yo i. 

I am a transplanted Ne\< Englander, here 
In California, best represen ed In the Senate 
by Morse of Oregon, Thant you. 

Sincerely, 

Bari ara D. Stihton. 


Hilisborc, N.H., August 13, 1964. 
U.S. Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washingtim., D.C. 

Dear Mr Senator: My busbar i and I 
are very grateful to you for your courageous 
stand aganst the undeclared war being car- 
ried on ir Vietnam by the Johnson admin- 
istration. 

President Johnson Is making the mistake 
of his life by attempting to appease the 
warmongers. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs, Elba Chase Helson. 

Sharon, Mass., August 13, 1964. 
Deah Senator Morse: I want you to know 
how much I appreciate your opposition to 
the resolution supporting our military Inter- 
vention In southeast Asia. 

I am pleased to report to you that your ac- 
tion has b ad a considerable effect oir many 
of the people I come In contact with. 

Your continuing efforts on behalf of our 
best interests and highest Ideals In the face 
of political pressure and “public opinion” 
has long been an inspiration to me. I am 
delighte'd to discover I have been underesti- 
mating Its effectiveness. 

Sincerely, 

Alfred J. Kutzik. 
August 18, 1964. 

fJenator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: l wholeheartedly 
support you and your position on Vietnam. 
My only i egret, 3s there aren't more like 
you. 

Most sincerely, 

Naomi Siskind. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Bronx, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

The Capito , , 

WashingtO’it. D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: You are one of the 
bravest me a In Congress. It takes courage 
to stand by the truth. Some day the world 
will know that you speak the truth. I am 
glad that yc u are In Congress. 

Your ! tru] y, 

Dr. Samuel Feinsteiu, 

Robert Feinbtjsin, 

•Selma Feinstslm, 

Thermal, Calif., 

August 7, 1964 

Senator Wayne Morse,, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We wanted to thank 
you for youi courageous and forthright state- 
ment on the Vietnam situation. 

How can cnyone escape the conclusions you 
have put toward? The proof is that we find 
ourselves ailing unilaterally and without 
allies. Thin is the very kind of problem 
which the United, Nations should be handling 
—or there is no hope for the world. 

We are doing rothing but getting in deep- 
er. That Is plain to be seen. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard M. Keller. 

Dai, las, Tex., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington D.C. 

Sm: I would like to commend your stand 
on the recent Vietnam Issue. A:; an ordinary 
citizen, subject lo the whims of the news 
media. It If Impossible for ice to gather 
enough Information for me to ascertain 
whether your stand was right or not (In my 
opinion). Brom what I have read, 1 agree, 
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Whether yo'ir stand was right or wrong, I 
admire your courage in standing up for what 
you believe Li right, in the face of overwhelm- 
ing opinion to the contrary in your own 
party and in the Republican Party. 

Best regards, 

Dan Caldwell. 

Detroit, Mich., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: “* * * if you can 
keep your head when all about you are losing 
theirs and blaming It on you * * *" so goes 
Kipling’s famous poem. 

Wayne Morse, genuine patriot of our land, 
you are not only a man, but will some day 
be looked upon as one of the few sane men 
In the world of today ♦ * * if history is per- 
mitted to con tinue. 

In this situation I feel so helpless. What 
can I do to heap? 

Keep fighting for what you know Is right 
and our only salvation. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Genora Dollinger. 

Willoughby, Ohio, 

August 11, 1964. 
The Honorab! e Wayne Morse, 

United States Senate, 

Washignton, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse:: I am writing to ex- 
press my appreciation of your stand for 
a negotiated settlement in Vietnam and 
against the recent bombing of North Viet- 
nam. 

Psuedo patriotic Jingoism appeals to the 
legions of the semtciviltzed but your cou- 
rageous action Is In the true Interest of 
humanity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alan Rhodes. 

New York. N.Y., 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing In sup- 
port of your stand on Vietnam it Is heart- 
ening to know that in the wake of political 
reaction and apathy, there are still those who 
cast their vote for reason. Your stand has, 
from the beginning, demonstrated your in- 
tegrity and genuine concern for world peace. 
Thank you for seeking to end the brutality 
and frustration of the war in Vietnam. 
There are many of us who are grateful. 

Ed win a Lieb. 

Tripoli, Wis., 

August 11, 1964. 

To Senator Morse, 

Dear Sir: Cod bless you and I thank you 
lor your voice on the southeast Asia strife. 

I am proud of you and the brave man from 
Alaska. 

Now what do you thiink Is the best way 
to keep our Nation on the path of honor 
and peace. 

I want to do what I can also. 

So I will tell you what I would do to 
make this Nation strong. I would invite all 
the idle, poor, practical, humble citizens in 
the help-needed category to seek out gifted, 
zealous workers to plan, design, build an 
American home for poor families. AH would 
get the same hourly wage, from the worker 
with university training to the worker with 
school of hard knocks experience. I would 
invite every religion, society, union, institu- 
tion, organization, political party, and above 
all the characters of ability rusting away 
in solitude because society rubs them wrong. 
These people ‘ could if allowed the chance 
to solve their own problems. The Incentive 
would not be a material gain but a moral 
one. This would draw the men of justice 
to the front. 
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The spirit of cooperation and equity that 
William Penn possessed, the compassion of 
Abe Lincoln, and foresight of Daniel Boone. 

.The same mental vision that taught 
Columbus and Newton and Switzer. These 
people are in this Nation right now avail- 
able, mostly Idle, some bitter, some in des- 
pair. 

Their job is also here now. 

Build a home for spiritual, mental, and 
physical health. 

This dwelling should be safer, lower priced, 
handier, healthier, and more useful than 
any dwelling ever constructed. This home 
would provide ventilation, heating, water, 
lighting, and fire resistance in a degree higher 
than any other home ever built. 

The effect on our own Nation would be a 
proud surprise to all. To say nothing of 
the effect on the whole world. 

The process of establishing this manu- 
facturing unit would force a boom of all 
trades for our good people now looking for 
suitable enterprises to create jobs in de- 
pressed areas would have their answer. 
Most important of all the mother in poor 
families would be given her precious relief. 

Where and when shall I send you a de- 
scription of what I consider a home fit to 
live up to what I have just written about? 

Sincerely, 

' Mr. and Mrs. William A. Ktjkth. 

{From the Far East Reporter] 

Maud Russell— Speaker on the Far East 
Miss Russell, a native of California, re- 
sided in China from 1917 to 1943, spanning 
the beginning years of China’s now matured 
and victorious popular movements and in- 
cluding five of the wartime years in Far West- 
ern provinces. , „ . 

Connected with the Young Women s Chris- 
tian Association of China during those 26 
years, Miss Russell worked in many of the 
major cities of China, and was thus actively 
related to the student, labor, women’s, and 
other popular movements which have created 
the People’s Republic of China. Her speak- 
ing and reading knowledge of the Chinese 
language gave particular help in understand- 
ing the meaning of social developments, na- 
tionalist feeling and reactions on interna- 
tional issues. 

This quarter of a century of living and 
working in China during years of momen- 
tous social ferment has given Miss Russell 
an understanding of the Aslan peoples' now 
fast-growing struggle for freedom from 
feudalism and colonialism and of the issues 
of their countries’ relationships with the 
West. 

In the summer of 1959 Miss Russell made 
a 3-month visit to China. In China she 
traveled from north to south, from east to 
west, covering 10,000 miles of urban and 
rural China. She spent time in 13 people’s 
communes in 10 different provinces; she 
went to Manchuria to see the open coal pit 
at Fushun, the great steel complex at An- 
shan and the industrial city of Shenyang 
(Mukden); she attended court sessions in 
four cities; she was in the homes of and 
talked with capitalists in five cities; visited 
neighborhood (block) committee organiza- 
tions, factories, national minorities universi- 
ties, workers’, clubs, sanitoria and resort 
homes, prisons, nurseries, kindergartens, 
YWCA’s, historical spots, recreation areas, 
docks in two ports (Shanghai and Tanku) 
noting the foreign ships (no American) that 
carry on trade with China. She enjoyed 
movies, theater, opera, public parks, shops; 
attended the opening session of the national 
congress, attended (as probably the only 
American) the great semiannual Commodity 
Exports Trade Fair In Canton where hun- 
dreds of foreign traders gather to do busi- 
ness with China, and saw the May Day pa- 
rade and celebrations in Peking. Through- 
out the whole time in China she spent hours 


and days and traveled with her old friends — 
new people in new China. 

Miss Russell functions as a citizen deter- 
mined to make use of the insights and con- 
victions thus gained to help build among 
her fellow citizens an appreciation of the 
relationship between their well-being and 
our country’s Far Eastern policy. 

Miss Russel’s itinerary has taken her to 
half of the States, speaking in cities, towns, 
and rural areas to varied organizations, 
forums, picnics, rallies, discussion groups, 
home gatherings, and churches. This work, 
as publisher and speaker on the Far East, 
is peculiarly timely as Asian developments 
and our Government's Far Eastern policy in- 
creasingly affect the well-being of the Amer- 
ican people. 

West Glacier, Mont., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to express to 
you my respect and most profound apprecia- 
tion for your defense of world pea£e and 
simple honest decency in our foreign rela- 
tions. Though we may have to endure in 
sorrow and shame to result of the failure 
of so many who must know in their hearts 
that you are right, yet will not support your 
effort, your courage and high principle are 
the more outstanding, a spark of honor in 
a time of dark and Inglorious submission to 
the worst influences In our Nation. I have 
a wife and five children on whose behalf I 
also thank you, come what may. 

Gratefully and respectfully, 

Harold Ridenour. 

Spokane, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Dear Sir: I want to commend you and 
thank you for the stand you took on the 
resolution that Congress passed, unanimous- 
ly with the exception of your vote, approving 
the action of the President In his retaliatory 
strike against Vietnamese supply depots and 
defense Installations. As I see it, the North 
Vietnamese were deliberately provoked by 
our spying jet overflights, patrol of their 
coastline, and as the Vietnamese say, bomb- 
ing of villages to retaliate. 

The military industrial complex with their 
hate propaganda has brainwashed the 
American people to such an extent that 
President Johnson feels that he has to outdo 
Goldwater in order to be reelected. I feel 
that Supreme Court Justice William O. 
Douglas is right when he says that the United 
States seems to be approaching an “era of 
arrogance” when the world needs tolerance 
and understanding. 

I was going to vote for the reelection of 
President Johnson because of his stand on 
civil rights, medicare, and many other pro- 
gressive measures, now I can’t vote for him 
even as the lesser of two evils. My vote 
will merely be a protest vote. I have always 
thought of Senator Magnuson os one of our 
better Senators. Senator Jackson I have al- 
ways c-onsldered as a “warmonger.” Both 
voted for the resolution. I can’t vote for 
Jackson and his Republican opponent is no 
better, so there is another protest vote. 

During the period you have been in Wash- 
ington, D.C., you have served without fear 
or favor. It’s encouraging to. have someone 
in the Nation’s Capital who I feel repre- 
sents my thinking. Again, thank you. 

Yours very truly, 

Hardy Rowberg. 

Pacifica, Calif., 

August 4, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to express the 
thanks of me and my wife and my children, 


not only for your courageous statements of 
conscience over the past 24 hours, as our 
involvement in southeast Asia grew suddenly 
so much darker, but for the courage you 
have shown through the past months and 
years in placing truth above power. You 
have helped us all, I feel, incalculably, to 
keep our consciences clear, no matter what 
more perilous conditions may ensue. It is 
my feeling that you have become a great 
American. 

Yours, 

Howard Edminster. 

Amherst, Mass., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I support your posi- 
tion on the Vietnam resolution, and I respect 
your willingness to stand almost alone on 
this matter. 

I have had occasion to sit In on a few of 
the meetings of the World Assembly of 
Youth, now meeting here at the University 
of Massachusetts. Delegates and observers 
from more than 100 countries are present 
and, for the most part, are frankly opposed to 
U.S. military action in Vietnam. They favor 
demilitarization, along with U.N. supervision, 
and return to the guarantees of the 1954 
Geneva agreement. I wish that "our Senate 
might have the opportunity, as I have had, 
to sample articulate foreign opinion. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Dean A. Allen. 

Pittsburgh, Pa„ 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. . 

Dear Senator Morse: The performance of 
the Senate and the House this week in en- 
dorsing President Johnson’s Ret of vengeance 
and unctuous presumption that guilt is all 
on one side will long stand as a low point in 
American legislative history, I congratulate 
you on your courage in fighting for peace 
and reason, 

Sooner or later we must sit down and 
negotiate or else we will ail be destroyed in 
a nuclear war. Thank you again. 

Sincerely yourB, 

Lincoln Wolfensten. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : I am so pleased with 
your position opposing the use of planes to 
attack North Vietnam. It is unbelievable 
that such devastation should be considered 
necessary for an “attack” of PT boats on U.S. 
destroyers which are already threatening 
North Vietnam’s sovereignty. Please keep up 
the opposition. 

Mr. B. Epstein. 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your recent statements concerning our ac- 
tions in Vietnam. It Is heartening to have 
one or two voices speaking out in an election 
year saying we are wrong and pointing out 
that sticking to a mistake is no virtue, 
Sincerely, 

Olive Hoogenboom. 

Fairfield, Conn., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Even though you 
were speaking to an empty Senate Chamber, 
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to the Senators’ eveerlasting shame, on the 
question of war and peace, the American 
people were listening.' 

Please keep up the good work In speaking 
out for j>eace. You are like a sane voice In 
a world gone mad. 

People everywhere are looking to you to 
keep hoisting the banner for peace. You 
may have more support than you think. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rita Childs. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

' August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C, 

33ear Sir: We commend and support your 
"vote against the resolution backing Presi- 
dent Johnson’s Vietnam pclley. 

Although Senator Aiken feels we should 
all "support the President, whether he Is 
right or wrong,” we feel this premise to be 
basically opposed to the democratic system, 
and will continue to speak out ourselves, and 
support those few who have the courage to 
oppose the majority. , 

Thank you so much. 

Jay Wenk 
Irene Wenk. 

Winter Park, Fla., 

Augist 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: W< , together with all 
the decent and peace loving people of the 
world stand In deep admiration of your 
courage and sincerity in regards to your 
stand in the Vietnam situation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. M. Sundstrom. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: Permit me to express my 
admiration of the courageo is stand you took 
re the resolution endorsing the Government 
action In the South Vietnam affair. 

Sincerely, 

ZACHiBY Sagal, M.D. 


August 21 


Los ANGELES, Calif., 

„ August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I applaud your vote 
for truth against the President's predated 
declaration of war. 

Joseph Maizlish. 

Wahaque, N.J., 
August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your vote against 
the continuation of war on part of United 
States in Vietnam has earned you the re- 
fpect and appreciation of all thinking 
Americans. 

If the hostilities cease In that area, your 
name will go. down in history as one who 
gave the young generation a lease on life and 
an opportunity to grow and. mature. 

Anything I can do to ljclp further your 
cause — you. can count on m,/ cooperation. 

Many blessings on you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs, A. Brenner. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Pierre Salinger, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Me. Senator: I want to con- 
gratulate you upon becomlig a Senator for 
the State of California. 

As your first act, I would like to urge you 
to speak up for peace— not through military 
actions such as those our Government 
engaged in durlng^th^ Iasi 


real peaceful actions, which means for nego- 
tiations ol all situations that can lead to 
wax. 

There is no doubt that our entering into 
military actions in North Vietnam will call 
for retaliatory actions from China and the 
Soviet Union. Senator Morse In his E;peeches 
has made clear that the re»]>onalbLlity for 
the next world war will be upon our should- 
ers. It. Is ntill not too late to cease fire and 
to conduct negotiations through the United 
Nations, nil Americans will be grateful to 
you If you spes.k out for such negotiations 
ii-nd not for military actions. 

Respectfully yours, 

Tina L. Tomash. 

Copy to Senator Wayne Morse. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 
Senator Wjlliah Pui. bright, 

Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. Senator: I run alarmed at 
the most xecent developments In Vietnam. 
Our military art Ion in North Vietnam is 
bound to involve China and the Soviet Union, 
as they hive stated In all their recent 
speeches. How can our country face the 
responsibility of starting a third world war — 
this time undoubtedly a nuclear war where 
there can bo no victors? 

I urge you. as head cf the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the Senate, to use your office 
to work for a cessation of all military activity 
in southeast Asia, and to bring these in- 
flammatory matters to reasonable negotia- 
tions which can be conducted under the 
guidance of the United Nations. 

Respectively yours, 

Tina L. Tomash. 

Copy to Senator Wayne Morse, 


McPherson, Kans., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office. Building. 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Senitor Morse: I don’t believe in 
eulogies because I think we should say the 
good things we feel about people to them, 
while they ixe alive. I feel this Is the only 
time these words would be worth anything. 
It is for this reason I am writing you.' I just 
wanted to lay that your actions, pest and 
present, in the Senate make me proud, to be 
an Americar . If America still has Senators 
like you and Senator Gruening who are will- 
ing to stand against iin overwhelming ma- 
jority and V5te against the Vietnam resolu- 
tion, I feel we still have hope. It is really 
sc, ary to me how our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives a-e eager and willing to take a 
stop that would take un closer to nuclear war. 
The most teirlfyl ag thing about this was the 
fact chat none of these Senator:! or Congress- 
men were e’-en willing to listen to any ar- 
guments against the measure. You could 
have talked for 2 weeks and e till none of 
your colleagi.es would have probably changed 
their vote. 

I was privileged to visit the Senate while it 
was In session last November and I happened 
to hear you answering some of your critics 
concerning the foreign aid blil that was be- 
fore you at that time. During your speech, 
yon said the Senate was no longer a discus- 
sion or debating group because Senators 
came to the Senate to vote and not to listen. 
This fact is becoming more and more obvious 
and it is truly sad. All I can say is that I 
hope the Senate gets more Wayne Moines. 

Respectfully yours, 

Dean Kauffman. 

H-S- — If you fee), you might have real trou- 
ble getting reelected when your term ends, 

I might even consider moving to Oregon in 
time to vote for you. In the meantime, do 
you have ary relatives similar to you in 
Kansas who would make a good Senator. We 
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Los Angeles, Calif., 

„ „ August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The crisis in Viet- 
nam, I think, has never really been presented 
clearly to the American people. Many people 
I speak with are willing to go along with 
whatever is asked of them as long as It is 
phrased in terms of the “cold war." Last 
week a radio newscast began with the asser- 
tion ‘‘Yank ships patrol Red coast looking 
for Communist belligerence." In the con- 
text of all of this confusion it is reassuring 
to know that someone In Washington has 
the courage to dissent. Until the case is 
made more meaningful for the average citi- 
zen it Is goof to know that someone such 
as yourself Js protecting our interests. I 
hope that you will continue in this role for 
many years to come. 

Best wishes, 

Kenneth S. Cohen. 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Senator Morse: We are proud of 
you— proud of the principled stand 'you took 
in the Senate on the Vietnam issue. Your 
words lend heart to all who know the folly 
of war. Keep up the wonderful work. 

Sincerely, 

Helen and Joseph Eisner. 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : My heartfelt thanks is extended 
to you and Senator Gruening for your votes 
against giving President Johnson ‘‘predated 
declaration of war power.” 

I have followed closely your views on the 
South Vietnam “civil war’’ and find us sub- 
stantially In agreement I agree that the 
U.N. Is the place to attempt settlement of 
this war. I can only foresee another Korea 
v?lth similar results If on: present policy con- 
tinues. We cannot possibly hope to win a 
limited war In any part of Asia. All we will 
succeed In accomplishing is the cruel death 
of many young American boys for naught. 

It appears to me that we invite incidents 
such as occuned In the Gulf of Tonkin by 
deploying our Armed Forces on the very edge 
of Communist country throughout the 
v'orld. I’m sure that Communist Chinese 
destroyers patrolling in Delaware Bay, 13 
miles off shore would provoke us into attack- 
ing them. 

What right have we to attempt to stop the 
Communists frem supplying arms to one fac- 
tion in the Sou th Vietnam civil war when we 
supply arms and even troops to the other 
side? Let’s be honest— with dictators like 
Nguyen Khanh and his predecessors, who 
wouldn’t revolt? 

May I again commend you on your stand, 
not only on this particular Incident, but on 
your foreign policy beliefs in general. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elden T. Boothe. 

Annandale, Va. 

Arcata, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Pierre Salinger, 

Senate Office B uilding, 

Washington, D.C, 

Dear Mr. Salinger: I have just read the 
article in the August 1964 issue of the 
Progressive by Senator Wayne Morse on his 
proposal to turn the entire problem of Viet- 
nam over to the United Nations. I believe 
his analysis to be very clear and logical, and 
that we have been not only undermining the 
U.N. Itself by our “go-it-alone” policy, but 
are persisting in a policy which can easily 
escalate into a full-scale war. 

I ur ge you to read Senator Morse’s article. 


Inal tkrn.ftlr Hii+ — -» w * ui B u lAJ iCdU OCXlttL-UT JVIURSE 3 aTllCJe. 

f < ^fti^Of b ?5-00149R000500330004^ more gently, I hope that you will use 



20325 


A$#oved For Release 


your Important influence in the Senate to 
have the entire matter of Vietnam to be 
turned over to the United Nations, as pro- 
vided under article 37 of the U.N. Chapter, 
Sincerely yours, 

Donald Coan. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 9,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: I wish you to 
know that I deeply admire the stand you 
have taken with regard to our involvement 
in South Vietnam. I do hope this can sink 
deeply into the hearts and minds of our 
people so that this wholesale slaughter will 
cease and a peaceful settlement, achieved. 

To a courageous voice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. G. Alstadt. 

Hollywood, Calif., 

August 12,1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : I want to thank you 
on the behalf of California peace groups for 
stands- you have been taking in favor of 
nuclear disarmament and civil rights, I urge 
you to do what you can to press for removal 
of UH. troops from Vietnam. 

Also, on June 30, President Johnson pro- 
posed a bill favoring the use of nuclear 
weapons by our West German allies. I think 
this is a very dangerous . move and urge you 
to press for open hearings and debate against 
such a bill. 

Martin Mead. 

Covina, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Offfcp Building „ 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My daughter and I 
were fortunate enough to be in the gallery 
when you spoke on the Vietnam crisis yester- 
day. 

We want to express our admiration for the 
courage, candor, and logic which character- 
ized your statement.. 

Very sincerely and respectfully, 

Janet Austin. 

> Nancy Austin. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Sir: Hearing the two sides of the 
situation in Vietnajn, yours and the Presi- 
dent's — in effect, that is all there are I am 
more inclined to agree with you. 

I am deeply troubled about the whole sit- 
uation and would be pleased if you expanded 
your views regarding the position of the two 
American destroyers, as enunciated on the 
CBS-TV program tonight, August 6, at 7:30 
p.m. eastern daylight time. 

I would also like to commend you on the 
isolated position, unfortunately, which you 
are taking regarding Vietnam and the whole 
of southeast Asia. 

Thank you, 

Stanley Rosenberg. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : Having heard you speak on tele- 
vision last night, and having pust read the 
’very brief account of your speech in the New 
York Times, I want to thank you most sin- 
cerely for speaking out so clearly in this 
moment of crisis. I am sure there are many 
people like myself who are very worried and 
doubtful about this war, 'so far from our 
shores, in a country where, apparently, there 


is not much support from the population for 
“our” side. 

The President’s hasty action, which, as 
Harry Schwartz of the New York Times point- 
ed out in a televised discussion last night, 
was far stronger than could have been ex- 
pected from the provocation, seems terrify- 
ingly close’ to aggression. Certainly if, as 
you say, the U.S. ships were supporting a 
raid by the South Vietnamese on North Viet- 
nam islands, it was a natural reaction on 
their side. In any case, no one doubts the 
ability of the United States to overpower 
North Vietnam, so this proves nothing not 
already recognized. Anyhow, the threats 
and the admitted actions of South Vietnam 
against the North recently, together with 
the fact that, although the United States in- 
sisted we would not go that far, neverthe- 
less U.S. funds, weapons, and advisers are 
virtually carrying on the war; and we can 
hardly be held guiltless of the South Vietna- 
mese attacks. 

It is far from a simple situation, and cer- 
tainly it Is not one the United States should 
try to resolve unilaterally. Your insistence 
that all grievances should be referred to the 

U. N. is the one light in the darkness. Mean- 
time thank you for your efforts to deny the 
President carte blanche to make undeclared 
war until the U.N. has had its say and the 
Congress has openly concluded that such a 
drastic step was necessary. 

I would appreciate a copy of the whole 
speech if possible. 

Very truly yours, 

Isabele Manes 

Mrs. Max Manes. 

Savannah, Ga., 

August 12,1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

V. S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I was so glad to hear you 
speak out in favor of the isolationist position 
as regards slaughter of American boys in an- 
other useless undeclared war 8,000 miles 
away. Isolationism Is strong — almost 
unanimous, in the South. Isolationists are 
also against the unconstitutional conscript 
law. They are not to be confused with 
pacifists — who are a bunch of phonies. I 
have never heard of one opposing the un- 
American conscript law. A father in this 
county has erected a stone over the grave of 
his 18-year-old boy with the following epi- 
taph: “Murdered in Korea by Washington 
politicians,” 

You are on firm ground on your isolation- 
ist stand. George Washington was an arch- 
isolationist, and we see today the wisdom of 
his warning about “entangling alliances," 
since we are entangled all over the globe 
with the assurance that we will be involved 
in any war, anywhere in the world, no matter 
how nonsensical. I do not believe the Com- 
munists would be in this hemisphere today 
had we not been meddling all over the world, 
as the Monroe Doctrine prohibiting med- 
dling by European powers in this hemi- 
sphere, by the same token did not anticipate 
, our meddling in Europe (and Asia’s) busi- 
ness. They did not even think it necessary to 
specify we were not to meddle, as they had 
no idea Americans would put up with it, or 
furnish the cannon-fodder to Implement the 
meddling. 

Never forget this: Every American Presi- 
dent from George Washington to Wilson was 
an isolationist. Ninety-nine percent of the 
people were isolationists. Woodrow Wilson 
ran on an isolationist ticket (“He kept us out 
'of war”) . He realized he could not get 
elected otherwise. After we had had a taste 
of a useless foreign war we went back to 
isolationism and an almost unknown nomi- 
nee won on account of his party’s isolation- 
ism. Roosevelt ran as an isolationist for 


Vice President on the Cox ticket, claiming 
to be against the League of Nations, and we 
remained isolationist. We had a neutrality 
law and a cash-and-carry law whereby war- 
ring powers would haul their own ammuni- 
tion purchased in the United States. There 
were not any U.S. vessels in world trouble 
spots, etc., but of course Roosevelt paid little 
attention to the wishes of the people, and 
although he had said “I promise you fathers 
and mothers agayne and agayne and agayne 
your sons will not be sent to foreign wars.” 
The politicians knew that the people were 
against the useless slaughter of their sons in 
Asiatic hell-holes, but the politician had to 
pretend to be isolationist in order to get 
elected. Then, as did Wilson and Roosevelt, 
they proceeded to involve us in useless wars. 
Mrs. Roosevelt was said to be 100-percent 
pacifist, but there was ho greater shouter for 
war than she. Remember the bitter tears 
Bhared by pacifists when Roosevelt’s con- 
script law, passed in peacetime by only l 
vote? 

As this country seems destined to return 
to constitutional government, I believe it 
will abandon the un-American and uncon- 
stitutional conscript law. The news media 
reports both Greek and Turkish forces are 
equipped with American planes. We usually 
furnish both sides. 

Enforce Monroe Doctrine. Protect our 
country. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


M. Russell. 


Jamaica, N.Y., 
August 8, 1964. 

To the Editor, 

New York Herald Tribune, 

New York. 

Dear Sir: With great Interest we read the 
report of your correspondent Mr. Laurence 
Barrett “Viet Girds for blow from North” on 
page 5 of your edition of the 6th instance. 

We were really perplexed to read in col- 
umn 4: “The U.S. Embassy announced that 
members of the American civilian commun- 
ity in Saigon were being asked not to con- 
gregate in groups on streets, to avoid crowds, 
to travel in pairs and to stay home after 
dark.” 

For years we have been told that the Viet- 
namese people want our help and that we are 
there to “protect Democracy”! Any think- 
ing reader must have second thoughts and 
Senator W. Morse’s, Democrat, from Oregon, 
recent speech in the U..S. Senate only justifies 
the suspicions one has had all the time about 
our real motives in southeast Asia. 

Thanking you for the attention you are 
giving this matter and hoping to read from 
you, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Pollack. 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, Senator Grucning, and 
Other Senators Who Will Read, Wash- 
ington, D.C . 

Gentlemen: I am writing because of the 
dangerous situation in Vietnam and the ter- 
rible devastation we visited on North Viet- 
nam, because of her “unprovoked attack” 
on our ships. The .enclosed article should 
be read very carefully, not quickly. 

You will notice that our CIA signed a 
multtmillion-doUar contract "to "STfTtf t guer- 
rillas and saboteurs in North Vietnam, The 
aircraft carried no identification marks. One 
unit sabotaged the water system in Dong 
Hoi, 30 miles north of the 17th parallel. 
Fourteen spy commando groups have been 
arrested in North Vietnam. 

Does President Johnson honestly think 
North Vietnam Is guilty of aggression when 
they fight back after all these attacks behind 
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their lines? I don’t ucderstand our ethics. 
13urely, there was provocation. 

Premier Khanh has been saying that he 
would carry the war Into North Vietnam 
whether we liked it or not. Haven’t we the 
backbone to stop him? Put him in Jail, if 
necessary, until the war is over, so he can’t 
take us Into world war three. 

If only Congress and he people would get 
to know what we have been doing in North 
Vietnam, I am sure the y would show more 
willingness to take the i latter to the U.N. or 
else negotiate. 

Respectfully, 

iVTrs. W. Albrecht. 

PLEASA NTV1LLE, N.Y., 

August 11, 1964. 

Hon, Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C, 

My Dear Senator Mo^se: Thank you for 
your illuminating article in the Progressive 
and for your courage and steadfastness In 
speaking out against t ie resolution, over- 
whelmingly passed by Congress. 

I deplore the policy of our administration 
In Vietnam and it is men like you who en- 
courage us to do what we can to stop this 
senseless drift toward wa: \ 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Soden. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: M want to congratu- 
late you on your courageous stand against 
the entire body of Congress when you voted 
against further involvement In Vietnam. 

It looks like your senatorial colleagues are 
not interested in the truth as It really exists. 
Are not the facts available to them as they 
are to you? 

Are we so uncertain of ourselves, like 
gawky adolescents, that we must flex our 
muscles at the slightest provocation; regard- 
less of the peril to which the entire world 
may be subjected? 

Do you think there is any hope that we 
eliall ever grow up to be f: truly civilized Na- 
tion before we are blotted out forever? 
Sincerely yours, 

May O. Mastronardo 

Boulder, Colo., 

August 10, 1964. 

Sentaor Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Bulding, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept the 
gratitude of one citizen w'. 10 appreciates your 
courageous voice in Congi ess. Your position 
on Vietnam stood out as one who raises some 
question about our who e posture in that 
area. TJiIb contrasts so v: vldly with the un- 
fortunate Jingoism man;; of our Nation’s 
leaders are apt to succumb to. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Jean Gore. 

Savannah, Ga., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senato Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: If there Is a future history, 
it will record that you were right in your 
views on Vietnam and on your recent vote. 

Tours Is a lonely position in Washington, 
but not so lonely in the Nation where par- 
ents are human beings and are concerned 
with their children’s future. 

By the way, did you And time during the 
long filibuster on civil rights to read the book 
I sent you? Did you surprise you? 

Actually the title shouldn’t seem so “fun- 
ny” to you now. 

Sincerely, 

A:iram Eisenman. 


August 7, 1964. 

Dear Scnator Morse: I would like to thank 
you for taking such a courageous stand 
against t ie war in Vletam, 

The American people do not stand firmly 
behind the immoral and inhuman war we are 
waging in southeast Asia. We appreciate 
your refisal to be railroaded by the Johnson 
admlnlst ration. 

Thank you. 

Laurie Kahn. 

Oakland, Calif. 

Sepulveda, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

The Honorable Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate O.flce Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ssnator Morse: This Is just a short 
note to congratulate you on your recent 
stand about Vietnam, I admire your cour- 
age to say what Is right on this, as well as on 
other Issues, regardless of their popularity. 

America needs more men of your caliber 
in nation il politics. 

Please keep It up, and remember, you are 
not alone 

Veiy sincerely yours, 

E. A. Philipp, M.D. 

Pomona, Calif. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Sena. e Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ssnator Morse: My family and I 
would like for you to knew how deeply 
moved we were by your courageous denunci- 
ation of our Vietnam misadventures. Yours 
was the sole voice of sanity and Christian 
conscience. 

How typical of you to expose yourself to 
overt criticism by the apologists, farright- 
ists, and ether cuZtlets. No doubt your office 
is inundated by intrlcit letters. But. for 
those whj have not forsaken logic, your 
clear, calm voice was the one measure of 
sanity in :he deluge of ridiculous and chau- 
minlstlc, wobbly type press releases and re- 
porting. 

How severely history will Judge our ac- 
tions, and how terribly true your every word 
has been. 

God love you, we look on you as an old 
and dear j riencl. 

The Sii-gris Family. 

August 1 L, 1964. 
Hon. Sena’ or Wayne Morse, 

Washington , D.C. 

Your Honor: My name Is John C Hansen. 
I’m a resp ;ctful American citizen and a tax- 
payer. My hobby is politics— local, national, 
and loreig a. I saw your honor on TV where 
you made i statement about giving the Pres- 
ident the righ t to send American boys to 
Vietnam without declaration of war and 
where your honor voted against giving the 
President ,he power. I give jour honor 100 
percent r.ght. We got struck ever like 
that when Truman was President. What did 
Jie do? He sent American boys to Korea 
without declaring war and listening to the 
U.N. What we got out of that was not an 
inch. So many thousands dead and crip- 
pled. I tei: your honor the truth. I don’t be- 
lieve in the U.N. To me It Is communistic 
and I don’t believe In foreign aid. You can’t 
buy friends with money. Look what they 
are doing to the United States. The other 
clay when they had a meeting in the Security 
Council about Vietnam, what did Poland 
and Yugoslavia do. They supported Russia 
and Tito got over $2 million from the United 
States and so did Gromlko and we still 
give them some more. I don't see :rio sense 
in that. £ know my two Senators, they 
voted against tire foreign aicl bill. I know 
Senator Alien IEllender, Democrat, of Lou- 
isiana, is deadly against it. So your honor, 
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here you got my opinion. Keep up the good 
work. 

Sincerely yours, 

John C. Hansen. 
August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a line to let 
you know that you have my support regard- 
ing your position on further United States 
Involvement in southeast Asia conflict. 
Respectfully, 

Mrs, Gloria Schek. 

West Alexandria, Ohio, 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Hon. Ernest Gruening, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs : I write to express my deep ap- 
preciation for your courageous stand against 
the resolution giving the President free-for- 
all power in southeast Asia and for your 
attempts to awaken the American people to 
the grim deadend which our national dedi- 
cation to a military “solution” there is get- 
ting us into 

If a shift toward negotiated settlement 
comes, your stand will have been crucial. 
My hearties: thanks to you both. 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Dale Aukerman, 

University of Missouri at 

Kansas City, 

Kansas City, Mo., August 7, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator : Your stand on the south- 
east Asia afl'alr has been statesmanlike and 
I wish to thank you for it. I regret that 
others did not Join you. The United Na- 
tions has recommended a program of action 
that is workable and In the Interest of world 
peace. 

Sinceiely, 

J. R. Hodges, 

Department of Economics. 

August 12, 1904. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: I agree with your declara- 
tions concerning the UJ3. aggressive policy 
toward North Vietnam in the Gulf of Ton- 
kin. What are our gunboats doing in a small 
gulf which is 9,000 miles from our shores? 
They pose a threat to a nation with whom we 
are not at war. They have established a iS- 
mlle-zone limit which,, if we wanted peace, 
we would respect. But, the United States 
has let it be known that they do not recog- 
nize a 12-nille limit, only a 3-mlle limit, 
causing friction immediately. This alone 
Is openly hostile. The report that the PT 
boats attacked without provocation Just 
seems to be a hollow report, as no small na- 
tion would not deliberately fire on a warship 
with big armament and belonging to a world 
power. If Russian warships were 12 miles 
from our shores they would be in a legal 
zone and In international waters the same 
as U.S. warships in the Gulf of Tonkin. We 
could not do nothing about it. Once more, 
get out of southeast Asia. 

Truly j'ours, 

Gerhard Ulrich. 

Sonoma, Calif., 

August 8,1964. 

Mr. Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Let me thank you 
for your stand against the “free hand in 
Vietnam” resolution given President John- 
son, 
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There can lie no principle, national or In- 
ternational, that justifies the death of one 
American, or even one Vietnamese In south- 
east Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Raul Corey. 

Beverly Hills, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I want you to know that I, among 
many of my friends, appreciate the stand 
that you and Senator Ernest Gruening took 
on the recent North Vietnam Incident. 

Sincerely yours. 

Jack Hampton. 

Gary, Ind., 

August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. , 

Dear Senator Morse: I am full of admira- 
tion and gratitude for your courage and 
statesmanship as displayed In opposing the 
President’s request for advance approval of 
acts that could lead to war In southeast 
Asia. Although you had only Senator 
Gruening and Representative SiLer at your 
side, you spoke louder than the chorus of 
sheep in both Houses. X am thankful to 
you for so consistently holding the demo- 
cratic course. I hope your constituents con- 
tinue to show their good sense by returning 
you to your seat in the Senate when you 
must run again. 

I am afraid that Goldwater’s views on for- 
eign affairs will tempt the President to adopt 
an opportunistic me-tooism in reverse to 
show the Nation that he is Just as ready as 
his opponent to get tough internationally. 
In domestic matters, too, It seems to me, a 
rightward shift is possible. If the bad guy 
is bad enough, the good guy can afford to be 
a little less good without risking more than 
some annoyance of his followers. _ 

Very sincerely yours, 

Carl L. Kahn. 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: May I praise your position on the 
Vietnam crisis. Perhaps you might make 
a more complete statement with regard to 
your position — also to advise us how to 


proceed. 

Thank you. 
Sincerely, 


Elinor Marion. 


Sacramento, Calif. 

Dear Sir: I want to thank you for speak- 
ing out against the “predated declaration 
of war.” As with Truman’s war maybe no 
declaration by Congress ever will be made. 
I am not for Goldwater, but I can see why 
some people like his seeming frankness. 

Again, thank you. 

Mrs. K. Nichols. 


Napa, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My husband and I 
would like to commend you on your recent 
protest against the resolution backing Presi- 
dent Johnson’s actions in southeast Asia. 

To us it appears that President Johnson 
is attempting to undermine Senator Gold- 
water's criticisms by taking action which is 
the opposite of the responsible control our 
country should demonstrate; thus the Presi- 
dent is doing what, as yet, Goldwater merely 
proposes. Expediency In the defense of free- 
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We also believe that hy concurring with 
the resolution, most Senators ignored their 
responsibility to insure their constituents a 
responsible representation in Congress. If it 
is true that many Senators believed the ac- 
tion dangerous and unethical but voted in 
support of It because they believed the voters 
supported the attack, then the Senators' ob- 
ligation is that of education. 

We sincerely hope that you are correct in 
stating that a cloakroom vote would have 
been different from the public vote; how- 
ever such deception, such a lack of courage 
and honesty is even more deplorable than 
opportunism. How far can lawmakers go in 
their quest for power without losing the 
integrity of the entire country? How far can 
they go without gambling the peace of the 
entire world? 

The Senators’ failure to be concerned with 
the rights of their constituents is also il- 
lustrated by their apparent unconcern in giv- 
ing the President the power to wage war 
without the approval of the people. We ap- 
preciate your warning of this misuse of au- 
thority. The framers of the Constitution did 
not, of course, envision mtd-20th century In- 
sidious engagement in war, the use of 
euphemisms in place of overt declarations of 
war. A thoughtful study should be made to 
resolve the discrepancy between the Constlu- 
tional definition of war and the realities of 
present day international politics. 

We congratulate you on your heroic stand. 

Sincerely yours, 

. Dorothy A. Kogl. 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C . 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to con- 
gratulate you on your courageous stand in 
opposition to President Johnson In the re- 
cent events in North Vietnam. It seems that 
all the other Congressmen sheepllke fol- 
lowed their leader, and would continue to 
follow him, even If he decided to lead them 
over a cliff. Congratulations on your Inde- 
pendent thinking and outspokenness. Your 
outspoken criticism may yet awaken the 
American people from their profound ig- 
norance which has been induced by a captive 
press. 

I’m sure that the whole world admires 
your stand. 

Very truly yours, 

Joan Mathews. 

Arlington, Mass., 

August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: May T send you 
hearty thanks for the stand which you have 
taken in the recent discussions on Vietnam? 
We need more like you to ask what business 
we had to be in the Gulf of Tonkin in the 
first place. 

You may be a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness, but please don’t stop. 

I suppose you have seen the enclosed, and 
I hope you got a chuckle out of it. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Chester G. A. Zucker. 


Carpenter, Miss., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I go along with your 
decision to vote “jiay” on the President’s 
stand in southeast A.sia. I think you are 
a very good Senator. I would like to have 
an autographed photo of yourself and a 
Senate pen set. 

Thanking you for your time and consid- 
eration, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Ray Price, Jr. 
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Staten Island, N.Y., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: I wish to compliment you 
on your courage to vote against Korea II. 

I also agree to cut off foreign aid. 

I am a merchant seaman and see how little 
it helps the average citizen, if at all. 

It takes courage to vote against the vote- 
hungry, herd. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Smolensk!. 

Washington, D.C., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to thank you 
for your efforts and vote against the folly of 
the present United States policy in shoving 
the country into war in Indochina and very 
possibly with China itself. 

As you have pointed out all along the 
Navy, Air Force, CIA, and Defense Department 
planners have been determined to bring us 
into a full shooting war against North Viet- 
nam. Now, by filling Tonkin Bay with the 
U.S. Navy they have managed their “Incident” 
and the super flagwavers gather to cheer. 

Oregon and the whole country can be 
proud of you. You will go down in history 
as a man of sense and vision. 

Sincerely, 

Ann D. McNally. 

Hutster Heide, (U) Holland, 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Senator: Although I have dis- 
agreed (sharply) with your too severe criti- 
cism of President Sukarno, especially after 
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy did a splendid Job 
In bringing United States -Indonesia rela- 
tions to the brink of normalcy, I am ex- 
tremely proud, indeed, that you disagreed 
with U.S. policy in South Vietnam. 
And that you expressed your disagreement 
in your Senate vote. Here, you are entirely 
correct and history will prove you were. 

I am on my way to Cyprus, India, South 
Vietnam and Malaysia, after which I will 
begin a tour of China and spend some time 
in Peiping on assignment for the Associated 
Press of America. Upon return, I would be 
most happy to come to your office and relay 
some of my experiences in the Far East, 
firsthand, to you sir. As it stands now, I 
am afraid, our policies tend to promote the 
spread of communism, not curtail it, as we 
would like to see. 

Respectfully yours, 

Willem L. Oltmans. 

Boston, Mass., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wholeheartedly 
endorse all you say about the war in Indo- 
china. 

Unjust, unjustified, and unpopular wars 
have, among their consequences, the effect 
of poisoning the political atmosphere at 
home, arousing antilibertarian and Jingoistic 
feelings. The Algerian war, whatever else 
it did, effectively destroyed democratic insti- 
tutions within. France. Only because De 
Gaulle outsmarted the army was France 
saved from military fascism. 

Walter Lippmann pointed out sensibly the 
other day that we do not need to be present 
on the ground in order to be a dominant 
power in southeast Asia. Our Navy and Air 
Force make it possible for us to keep the 
Chinese out. If we so choose, without the 
loss of a single foot soldier. 

The Chinese have never been popular in 
southeast Asia; but before we get through 
they are very likely to be popular. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Holt. 
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Jamaica, N.Y., 
August 10, 1964. 

The Honorable Senator Wayne Morse, 
Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Enclosed a copy of 
our letter to the Heralcl Tribune; of course 
we do not know If they are going to publish 
It, but we want to let you know how much 
we appreciate your recent speech in the U.S. 
Senate; you were outstar.dlng in every respect 
and if they call you maverick it’s for a 
good reason. You ha^e definitely shown 
courage in these crucial times and have our 
admiration. 

With best wishes and kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Pollack. 

Bant/ Rosa, Calif., 

August 17, 1964 
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Senator W. Morse. 

Dear Sir; Millions o: 
against the sacrifice of 
taxes in Vietnam. 

We have too much in n< 
own country to restore 
people as it befits a demo- 
ample of the world. 

God bless you. 


■ ' US are with you 
our men and our 

ed to be done in our 
the dignity of our 
’racy and a good ex- 


Mrs. F. Jay. 


Los Alamos, N. Mex„ 

August 19, 1964. 

Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D-C. 

Dear Sir: I appreciate your stand on the 
Vietnam situation. It is easy for the Amer- 
ican people to forget what the law of the 
land demands. 

Have just returned from our vacation in 
Portland, Oreg. Family members, friends, 
and acquaintances all supported your stand. 

Sincerely, 

Darrel K. Burns. 

Perryopolis, Pa. 

Mr. Morse: For quite a few years I have 
kept tab on the way our Senators and Con- 
gressmen have voted and performed and I 
want to congratulate you for being the best 
of our present crop. 

It is £i shame that I cannot vote for you 
and help you as you seem to have more good 
commonsense than any of the rest and I 
want to thank you. 

Respect, 

Albert Krause. 

Puget Sound Bank Building, 

Tacoma, Washington. 

Democratic members of Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee: 

Following iB a copy of letter to Walter S. 
Mack, Esq., chairman of National Commit- 
tee of Republicans and ' Independents for 
Johnson, Inc.: 

“Dear Mr. Mack: I would be tickled to 
death to Join your organisation and make a 
substantial contribution Lf It were not for 
one thing: President Johnson has astounded 
me by indicating that he is ready to go as 
far as or further than Goldwater in Vietnam. 
If necessary to promote and maintain ‘free- 
dom’ there, he would take us into a nu- 
clear war. That is one issue that over- 
shadows everything else, :.n my opinion, for 
it could result in the destruction of our form 
of government, our system of free enter-, 
prise, and even the human race. 

‘If this tweedledee and tweedledum con- 
tinues, I might publicly urge people In this 
State to abstain from voting for President 
as a protest against utter irresponsibility. 
Attached is a clipping covering my views 
on Vietnam. 

• 'T am tremendously impressed by your re- 
cord as presented by the New York Herald 
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Tribune of July 22, 1964. I am a former 
Republican, now an Independent, a disil- 
lusioned veteran of World War I, active for 
45 years for world law and order via the 
League of Nations, World Court, and the 
United Nations, and 1963 chairman of the 
Washing on State Bar Association. Commit- 
tee, World Peace Through Law.” 

Rex £1. Rol oebush. 

[From the Tacoma (Wash.) News Tribune, 
Aug. 13, 1964| 

PROTESTS U.S. ACTION 
To the £ DiTOit : 

I have sent a telegram to President John- 
son In the following form : 

‘The plan lor ue to go to war, lf neces- 
sary, aga nst the north heijf of the smallest 
weakest country in Asia to secure peace is 
altogether new and novel in world history; 
it is also aew as a necessary means for main- 
taining our national prestige, it would be 
like a St. Bernard dog attacking a mouse so 
as to avo .d the appearance of cowardice. 

“In every one of the liberated countries, 
there wil„ undoubtedly, be revolutions for 
generations, as in South America. For any- 
one to tf Ik about establishing sts.ble con- 
ditions in these countries while exploitation 
is still in progress and while the people are 
illiterate and without experience in self- 
government would appear to me to be chil- 
ish nonsense. 

“I earnestly suggest that your administra- 
tion honestly .support your solemn, declara- 
tions for the promotion of world peace, 
that we i top bypassing the U.N., and that 
we allow the Inherent weaknesses of com- 
munism to continue without interference 
from war in order that communism may col- 
lapse in clue time. 

"To fear communism in peacetime shows a 
lack of confidence in free enterprise — the 
best system ever developed— a system which 
has been weakened only by cur stupid par- 
ticipation in two world warn, bot.a carried 
on by ou> side in the name of freedom.” 

Rex 3. Rouiiebush. 

Austin, Tex., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: With great satisfaction l listened 
to your radio pronouncement about the re- 
cent insistence in Vietnam and your vote 
against ar y warlike undertakings. 

I would like to thank you personally for 
your courige. The English press was very 
skeptical about the whole affair and Implied, 
that probably the 65-mile 'imlt was not 
exactly kept. 

Thank you again. 

Yours truly. 

Else Shaw. 

Mount Vernon, Mo., 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Mouse: We thank you for 
your great coinage in standing almost alone ‘ 
in your flgnt against United Spates Interven- 
tion In South Vietnam. We were greatly dis- 
appointed when others who had lent some 
support In former days, turned, under great 
pressure, r.o doubt, and supported the war 
leaders. I. Is with great apprehension that 
we see this thing stepped up and moving 
nearer to world, holocaust. Please keep up 
your courage. 1 Thousands of American people 
know that you and Senator Grubbing are 
right and we hope that you keep up the 
good work. 

Sincjrely yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen £. Ckumplet. 

Brooksville, Maine, 

August 9. 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Once again I wish 
to coimner d you for refusing to approve of 
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I hope you will run for President. I want 
to be able to vote for someone I really be- 
lieve in. 

Sincerely yours, 

Martin R. Haase. 

Brewster, N.Y., 

August 10, 1964. . 

Hon. Wayne L. Morse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This Is to reiterate 
my appreciation of your courageous stand 
re Vietnam, which I expressed in a “pom” 
on August fi, 

The wire, if you recall It, read: “Warmest 
gratitude for sane and courageous condem- 
nation of United States provocative action 
toward North Vietnam.” 

This was a purely personal message, but 
I can well imagine that others, too, associ- 
ated with our work for World Federal Gov- 
ernment, would have agreed. 

Thank you, too, most warmly, for pointing 
out so forcibly the unconstitutlonallty which 
many feel marks the resolution. It seems to 
me to bypass — or attempt to bypass— one of 
our most important safeguards, i.e. the 
power of Congress alone to declare war 
* * *. I should be thankful if you would 
send me the whole speech as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Again, with fervent thanks for all you do 
against a war which some reckless men would 
appear to court. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Tracy D. Mygatt, 

Perham, Minn., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I want to write this 
letter to let you know there are many people 
who congratulate you for the stand you have 
taken on foreign affairs. We certainly are 
the villains ill many places. I think there 
are other Senators who feel as you do, but 
who haven’t the spunk: to stand up for what 
is right. Senator Humphrey is a “yes man" 
and afraid he would lose votes lf he stood up 
for righteousness. He will probably lose 
votes in the next world; which may not be 
too far off, the way we are going. There are 
scarcely 10 percent of us who believe in 
human rights for all people; but I think we 
will be rewarded in the next world. 

I wrote an article about 6 years ago, trying 
to wake up people up to the fact we have 
to change oar ways in foreign affairs; you 
got one copy from me. "What Do We Fear?” 

Is the title of it. We should never be in Viet- 
nam. That is an internal affair, people 
struggling for existence against those who 
have exploited them; and only the few have 
all the money. We won’t let people have a 
free hand to speak and vote for what they 
believe in. Instead we train the money- 
grabbers to militarize so as not to let the 
poor people come into power; just because 
they believe a socialistic government is much 
better than what they have. Even when 
they are elected, our money Is spent to build., 
up the opposition to militarize, and not let 
them take office — as in South America — or 
else have them killed like Lumumba in 
Africa, by supporting those who oppose 
communism. In .the Lord’s eyes, I think we 
are doing wrong. 

Up to now [ have voted for Humphrey, but 
they have gone so fax from the path Roose- 
velt took, I cannot find any President to vote 
for. We need men like yourself or Senator 
Fulbright who dare to stand up for the 
right, even if it means losing votes. We 
have so thoroughly propagandized the Amer- 
ican people that they are blind to what we 
are doing to other distressed nations, who 
_r trying to better themselves as we did 
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when America started. I wonder how we 
would have liked It if other nations had come 
over here and helped the other side to keep 
us from having a change. 

Well, we have one thing they cannot take 
from us; it is a mind of our own, and the 
ability to stand up Tor righteousness, regard- 
less of the consequences. 

Thank you very much. 

R. E. Nelson. 

Tulia, Tex., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

.Dear Senator: I am glad you are awake as 
to what is going on in South Vietnam. This 
cold war hoax should be stopped. This has 
been a phony all along. 

The very idea of our boys being killed over 
there for nothing at all. This is Ignorant 
Johnson politics. It will take the election 
of Senator Goldwater as President to put 
an end to this damn foolishness. 

What are they doing about this com- 
munism that is taking over and in the saddle 
here now? 

You are the Senator qualified to expose 
this South Vietnam rot. 

Yours truly, 

Grady Briggs. 


Spokane, Wash., 

August 9, 1964 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Seriate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : The shocking events 
of the past week emphasize the urgent need 
for new legislation to reestablish the control 
of the Congress over the power to wage war. 

When one trigger happy commander, re- 
sponding to a real or imagined attack on the 
high seas, can bring the world to, or over the 
brink of war, the Congress is not exercising 
its constitutional responsibility. As you 
pointed out, when the Congress passes a reso- 
lution affirming the decisions previously 
taken by a destroyer commander, the Secre- 
tary of Defense and the National Security 
Council, It is a mere post facto rubber stamp. 

A dangerous precedent has been established 
under the guise of national unity in the time 
of crisis. 

The dictatorial powers of an American 
- president to touch off a nuclear holocaust are 
no less dangerous to the continued existence 
of humanity than were the dictatorial pow- 
ers conferred on Hitler after the Reichstag 
fire or than those exercised by Tojo when 
he ordered the attack on Pearl Harbor which 
almost serves as a model for the attack or- 
dered last week on the North Vietnam Navy. 
While we may admire and trust a Lyndon 
Johnson, would we want to see these powers 
In the hands of a Barry Goldwater or a Joe 
McCarthy? 

Obviously the power and speed of the nu- 
clear era, coupled with the modern custom 
of attacking first and asking for the endorse- 
ment of the Congress later has injected a 
new factor in foreign relations. At the time 
of the Cuban crisis and again in the attack 
on North Vietnam, the world has been de- 
pendent on the good judgment and self-con- 
trol of the Communist rulers of Europe and 
Asia for the preservation of civilization. Had 
the situation been reversed would American 
public opinion have permitted us to Ignore 
such a challenge? 

Another new element has emerged in the 
field of foreign relations since the creation of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, and Its en- 
try Into the underworld of espionage and in- 
trigue. The United States has become In- 
volved In underhanded diplomacy and inter- 
ference in the affairs of sovereign nations to 
■ an extent previously unknown In this coun- 
try. In many cases their activities appear to 
serve the Roman Catholic heirarchy and the 


international financial world rather than the 
Interests of the American people. 

These two serious developments — the 
transfer of the warmaking power to the 
executive branch and the transfer of the 
conduct of foreign policy to the CIA call for 
new legislation and an Investigation of these 
dangerous and unconstitutional seizures of 
power. Your courageous and almost single- 
handed fight against these forces is a great 
responsibility and a great burden, but at 
least It is not as frustrating as the role of 
those who have no forum from which to 
“view with alarm.” 

I believe that I can be of help to you in 
meeting this responsibility which your posi- 
tion and your conscience have placed on you. 
Our views of foreign policy coincide and my 
experience In military affairs, military intel- 
ligence and the military attitude can com- 
plement your experiences. 

After 10 years of service as a reserve officer, 

I entered on active duty in January 1941, and 
in the fall of that year I graduated from the 
Army’s Command and General Staff College 
at Fort Leavenworth. I served as an intel- 
ligence officer on the staffs of Gen. Carl 
Spaatz, Lt. Gen. James Doolittle and Gen. 
Nathan Twining at Headquarters of the 
Northwest African Air Forces, Northwest 
African Strategic Air Forces, and 15th Air 
Force. In addition to 5 years of active mili- 
tary service I spent 12 years as a civilian em- 
ployee of the Federal Government working 
as an auditor, accountant, and investigator. 

I have had an almost lifelong interest In 
' foreign affairs. My degree is in psychology 
which has also given me some Insight into 
the almost psychopathic development of for- 
eign policy. I have some thoughts on legis- 
lation which I will outline briefly. 

For the Congress to fulfill its obligations 
as the representatives of the people In the 
fast-moving crises of the nuclear age, it needs 
some means of keeping in touch with the 
day-to-day developments throughout the 
world in the diplomatic world. Members of 
Congress cannot spend their time watching 
the developments and they cannot rely on the 
briefings or handouts from the executive 
branch. There Is" a need for either a liaison 
branch or an Intelligence branch which Is 
answerable to the Congress rather than to 
the executive, if the Congress Is to be 
sufficiently informed to perform its func- 
tions. 

Perhaps a department similar to the Comp- 
troller General’s department to check Into 
the political and conspiratorial activities of 
the Foreign Service agencies Is needed to give 
the people control over their role In world 
affairs. Our Government’s activities in 
Guatemala, Cuba, Vietnam, and Laos, as well 
as in many less publicized places around the 
world seem to bear no relationship to the real 
needs of America or to the principles of 
liberty, equality, and justice which Inspired 
our forefathers. 

The Increasing strength of the Communist 
nations of the world has created a new situa- 
tion in which world affairs are no longer 
the exclusive business of the financial and 
commercial Interests of the country. When 
the future of humanity Itself Is in the bal- 
ance lt is not right that the people, through 
their elected representatives do not exercise 
effective control over the agencies which are 
using the power of America to attempt to 
maintain the status quo In countries where 
lt no longer represents the will of the people. 
I believe that the time has come for a far- 
reaching investigation to determine the true 
functions of the Department of State, and to 
make It an Instrument of the aspirations, 
principles, and future welfare of this coun- 
try, rather than a safe refuge for the upper 
classes. 

There Is certainly no more urgent task than 
the development of a foreign policy which 
will maintain peace with justice and prog- 


ress. The Congress has a vital part to play 
In helping to formulate that policy. It can- 
not do that successfully unless lt has a staff 
or an agency which can provide it with the 
Information which lt needs In order to ad- 
vise the Chief Executive. A watchdog agency 
could perforin a vital task in preventing the 
use of the power of the United States to ad- 
vance the Interests of minority groups at the 
peril of the whole Nation. 

There Is no lobby working for the interests 
of the faceless mass of the people and we can- 
not expect a lobby to prepare the legislation 
for such an investigation. This is a job for a 
public-spirited statesman like yourself. I 
will be happy to do whatever I can but I can 
do little by mysef. If there is some way In 
which I can serve on the staff of the Foreign 
Relations Committee or on your staff to work 
on the plans for an Investigation of the 
forces Influencing American foreign policy 
my experience as an investigator can be uti- 
lized to bring out the facts as to why our 
foreign policy has strayed so far from the 
principles on which this country was 
founded. The present crisis and the previous 
crises in Cuba and Lebanon and in the Congo 
should be adequate reason for the Senate to 
take a searching look at foreign policy and 
why wars can be started without a declara- 
tion, in advance, by the Congress. 

I sincerely hope that you will be able to 
suggest a way In which I can be of service to 
the country and to you. 

Yours very truly, 

Wilbert H. Riggs. 


Bellingham, Wash. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse. 

Sir: Re the last 3 lines “All Viet, etc.” 

I make a guess there are 75 million and 
myself have said “amen" to this. How right 
you are. Another thing, these 75M people are 
against these moon shots; foolish; $156,40 of 
my taxes each year goes for this foolishness. 
What we going to do with the moon when we 
get there? And it’s going to cost many lives 
first. And tpo, how come we are not fighting 
in Cyprus. We seem to be in all the fights 
around the world. 

I wish you “rots of ruck” always. 

J.S. 

Congress Gives OK to Action Taken by 
L.B.J. 

Washington. — Congress voted overwhelm- 
ing approval today of the resolution back- 
ing President Johnson’s actions in the south- 
east Asian crisis. 

First the House, on a 414-to-0 roll call, and 
then the Senate adopted the resolution in a 
display to the world of bipartisan unity be- 
hind Johnson’s firm military response to at- 
tacks by Communist North Vietnamese on 
U.S. warships. 

In the Senate, there were protests against 
. the resolution from Senators Wayne Morse, 
Democrat, of Oregon, and Ernest Gruening, 
Democrat, of Alaska. 

Morse said it was giving Johnson “blanket 
authority to wage war.” Gruening argued, 
as did Morse, that “all Vietnam is not worth 
the life of a single American boy.” 

Santa Cruz, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I wish to commend you for the 
oourageous stand you have taken on the 
Vietnam situaton. Today there are very 
powerful forces seeking to embroil us in war. 
With the exception of American Uvea lost 
in the Spanish War, World Wars I and II, 
most of us Americans know not what the 
horrors of war really are for we have never 
had a bomb drop on American soil. Power- 
ful forces who stand to gain financially are 
whooping up the people Into hysteria. 
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They call It patriotism . They know that 
millions of Americans a re like eheep, easily 
led to believe the lies put out by the paid 
propagandists over the radio, television, and 
the press. 

The “Masters of Deceit” today are the 
officials of big business, principally those en- 
gaged in so-called defease work, The ad- 
visers to our President are mostly corpo- 
ration executives and military brass from the 
Pentagon who have become stooges for big 
business. While talking peace with tongue 
In cheek they connive clandestinely, urging 
more and more money for defense, which 
means more profits and higher salaries for 
title profiteers. Educators are frowned upon 
as presidential advisers for they are all 
labeled without' exception as fellow travel- 
ers, pinks, and even Communists. Edu- 
cators In high government service are 
anathema. Businessmen only are capable 
of being advisers. They : lave the know-how, 
the ability proven by successful careers, and 
the accumulation of wealth. 

We are constantly reminded by the Presi- 
dent and Government officials and the paid 
propagandists that the free world and 
American interests must be protected by all 
means possible. With the exception of a 
handful of wealthy families, their politi- 
cians, and the military, whLch we always 
’ approve who are bribed by our Government 
and American corporations, what does free- 
dom meah to the masses of starving people 
In. Latin America, Asia, Africa, the Near 
East— yes, even in the United States, the mil- 
lions of unemployed, Negroes, Puerto Ricans, 
and many others? 

Protecting American ini erests? Our Presi- 
dent and Government officials keep re- 
peating that theme over and oyer but never 
elaborate on it. Why don’t our Govern- 
ment officials explain just what those inter- 
ests are? If they were ever told that to pro- 
tect American Interests the world over is to 
protect the investments of American oil 
corporations and the hundreds of all our 
huge companies which have established 
branches all over the world. Just to take ad- 
vantage of cheap foreign labor— causing 
much unemployment in our own country — 
there would be less enthusiasm to protect 
those investments on the part of millions of 
us little people. American, British, Dutch, 
and Belgium interests (investments) are the 
greatest menace to world peace today. When 
American corporations go to a foreign coun- 
try its aim is profits. 

Nations which have been saved from the 
horrors of communism, sa ve the politicians, 
the military brass and the few wealthy fam- 
ilies, are the people any hotter off than they 
have ever been throughout the past century? 
With the exceptions of a fow business blocks 
with bee.utiful buildings and apartments 
which are used for window dressing, the 
whole continent south of the U.S. border is 
nothing but a mass of shambles, misery, 
starvation, disease, and illiteracy. 

The President of the United States, his 
advisers end most of our politicians who are 
stooges for big businesses have been urging 
a military blockade of Cuba. They have 
even threatened the so-called free world 
nations that if they do not do as we say, 
we will refuse to do business with them, cut 
off all credit, refuse to buy their products, 
and will do business with inly those nations 
which obey our demands. 

The plan is to starve 6 million Cubans un- 
til they submit to our demands — return to 
American investors the sugar plantations, 
oil properties, and all other investments 
ta'ten over by the Castro regime, investments 
which have exploited to th> limit the Cuban 
people for the past century. Our Govern- 
ment officials and the vested interests want 
to bring back to Cuba the bright lights, tho 
igay life, gambling, prostitution, dope ped- 
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dlers, ill teracy, and all the forces of evil 
that exisied prior to the takeover by Castro. 

We ne^er miss an opportunity to tell our 
people tie evJlB of atheism and the godless- 
ness of communism, but we, a great Christian 
nation and people, axe doing the most un- 
godly act by deliberately urging other Chris- 
tian nations to starve 6 million poor Inno- 
cent peof le so that we can once more satisfy 
the greec of trig business. 

What 1? Castro should be overthrown and 
the Cubsn exiles should take over? With 
their many differences it would he a mess 
such as the world has never seen, much 
worse thin Dominican Republic, South Ko- 
rea, the Congo, Cyprus and the many nations 
which w< have helped set up, which today 
are in a worse metis than ever. 

People today all over the world are on 
the march. They want to work out their 
own problems in their own way without 
being exploited by American business. (The 
Communirts call it American imperialism.) 

Since the ending of war In Korea In 1053, 
we have lreen on a cold war economy. We 
have had a period of so-called prosperity 
since Wor ld War II, but look at the great 
number o ? unemployed, and the dim outlook 
for millions o 1 young men and women Just 
coming into' the labor market every year. 
Intensifying the cold war does not seem to 
solve the problems of pur economj', so our 
American interests are bent on starting a 
hot war. They have no other solution. The 
Republicans have just nominated a little boy 
wonder who is going to clean out the world 
of communism. The “sheep" believe he is 
our only tavioi who will be able to solve all 
our economic problems 

The young generation perhaps do not know 
that in thf depression years ctf the 1930’s, mil- 
lions of unemployed were still being paid 
for leaning on shovels right up to the day 
before Peerl Harbor, December 7, 1941. If 
It had not been for World War II and since 
then the many billions poured into keeping 
the cold war going— with many millions 
employed ilrectly ard Indirectly— vie would 
still be In the 1930’e. depression. Can any- 
one deny this statement? Unemployment 
figures for past years in a so-called period 
of prosperity prove it. Our Preside fits, sur- 
rounded V'ith business executives for ad- 
visers, havt no solution. Mr. Goldwater says 
private enterprise with less Government in- 
terference and less money spent by the 
Government will solve all our problems. 

Perhaps it would tie a mighty fine idea if 
we and tho rest of the world took a look at 
the Scandinavian countries to see what 
makes them tick — three little nations with 
very limited resources, Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweden, the or.ly bright spot in the 
world of “free nations.” Their people live 
on a higher standard, their medical needs 
are taken :are of by the government. Illit- 
eracy is practically nonexistent, no slums or 
people living in shacks, very little unem- 
ployed with crime insignificant compared 
with that in our own, Nation. 

They do not threaten their neighbors or 
other nations, and threats from the outside 
are not serious. American Interests (in- 
vestments) Ahl that may be a sore spot, are 
nil. If all the nations in the;, world took a 
lesson frorr, these three little nations and 
tried some >f their methods, we would have 
peace and more happiness. I; would grow 
and grow. Communism would be stopped 
dead on its iracks. 

Should cur U.S. Government instead of 
starving Cuca and other governments which 
our “interests” do net like, wore to do the 
most Christ ianllkc gesture by setting up a 
Denmark in Cuba, a Norway in Vietnam, and 
a Sweden it the Congo, it would not be long 
before the. rest of the world would follow 
suit. This a a challenge to Mr. Goibwatib 
and Mr. Johnson and to all pur politicians. 


Their choice is now limited. Creeping so- 
cialism, businessmen may call it, but it is 
better than galloping communism or a third 
world war which will be the finale. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Reynolds Sousa. 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wa vne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to express my 
gratitude for your courageous vote against 
the South Vietnam resolution. Once again 
you have demonstrated that it is possible for 
a man in public life to retain his sanity. 

How can we stop this mad rush to out- 
goldwater Goldwater? 

Sincerely yours. 

Faith Bissell. 

PS— I enclose a clipping which merits 
the attention of your colleagues. 

White Backlash Would Have Been Handy 
Lqng Ago 

The phrase white backlash has become 
popular during the civil rights movement. 
It appears that it will become a permanent 
part of the vocabulary. 

Such a plirase has been sadly lacking for 
a long time. Its absence has resulted In 
much Injustice. Because there has not been 
such a phrase, many persons have endured 
having their true motives and beliefs falsely 
labeled. 

They hava been wrongfully accused of 
being racists, bigots, segregationists, and 
other things, when they were simply white 
backlashlng. 

An example of this occurred Just a few 
years ago in a fine North Shore suburb when 
a builder planned a housing development 
that would Include seme Negroes. 

By coincidence, the r esidents of the suburb 
promptly decided that the homesites would 
be an excellent place for a park so they 
voted to condemn the land. 

This resul ted in an outburst of national 
publicity, during which residents of the sub- 
urb were accused of being prejudiced and of 
fostering segregation. 

This surprised and embarrassed them be- 
cause moat had long been fair and liberal 
and without prejudice In their conversations 
on racial mat ters. 

Some, in fact, even owned businesses, 
such as car washes and laundries, in which 
they willingly employed Negroes. 

Others owned buildings In Chicago that 
they gladly rented to Negroes, usually to 
capacity. 

But in the fact of the ugly charges It was 
difficult for the suburamltes to explain their 
true position because no matter what they 
said, some people didn’t seem to under- 
stand. 

Today, instead of groping for words about 
land values, community wishes, and such, 
they could elevate the whole issue to the 
accepted term — blacklash — and everybody 
would understand. 

History is full of such cases of people being 
maligned. A few examples: 

Some time after Worlid War I, a group of 
50 prominent southern farmers were driving 
to a tailor shop to have some white sheets 
repaired. They had holes In them. 

On the way, they were attacked by one 
elderly Negro who had apparently gone ber- 
serk because of the heat. 

While trying to calm the man, and to de- 
fend themselves against his ferocious attack 
an accident occurred. The poor fellow be- 
came entangled in a rope, accidentally 
lashed himself to a high tree limb and 
hanged himself. 

Thoughtless persons promptly misunder- 
stood what hs.d happened and began accus- 
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ing the 50 men of terrible things. The spot- 
light of publicity even intimidated the judge 
and Jury and each man was fined $3.50 plus 


Had it happened today, 'explanation would 
not have been necessary. The whole thing 
could have been labeled a backlash of sorts. 

Another case of misunderstanding involved 
a prominent deputy sheriff in one of the 
border States. 

The deputy was strolling, one evening, 
when he noticed that a big, ugly fly was 
about to settle on the head of a Negro, who 


was dozing on a porch. 

Because he hated flies and feared that the 
man would be infected with malaria or some- 
thing, the deputy whipped out his gun and 


tried to shoot it. 

Unfortunaetly, the shot went astray and 
fatally wounded the Negro. 

Once again, there was a hue and cry, de- 
spite the fact that 38 witnesses stepped for- 
ward to corroborate the deputy’s account of 
the mishap. J 

Because of the stigma that attached itself 
to him, it wasn’t until the next election that 
he was elected sheriff. 

Today, it would be immediately labeled as 
a type of backlash and all of the furor would 
be avoided. 

Cases of backlash can be found even prior 
to the Emancipation Proclamation, which 
touched off most of the current problems. 

In his autobiography, former slave Fred- 
erick Douglas wrote of his boyhood and how 
he tried to learn to read. 

In the furtive manner of most slaves, 
he did it on the sneak and before long was 
making some progress in reading words in his 
textbook — the Bible. 

The slaveowner discovered what was going 
on and became disturbed because he was a 
Arm believer In the dangers of a little knowl- 
edge. It had been his expereince that slaves 
were better off with no knowledge. 

Without realizing it, the slaveholder be- 
came one of the first known practitioners of 
backlash. 

He applied the lash 30 or 40 times to young 
Douglas' back. 

Unfortunately, Douglas didnt’ get the mes- 
sage and continued in his bad ways, learning 
to read and all that. 

Such stubbornness persists today. 


Mill Valley, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Mohse. 

Dear Sir: You are really performing a 
great service by enlightening people on Viet- 
nam. It is too bad we do not have someone 
from California who will do the same. Be- 
cause of our "managed" news I rely on my 
short wave radio to tell me what others 
really think of us and it is a shock to realize 
that we are not well regarded in many cor- 
ers of the world because of such arrogant 
actions. 

All my fellow members of the Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and Freedom 
agree with and applaud your stand. 

If you could send me at least one copy 
(but preferably two) I would be very grate- 
ful. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. M. L. BEAGARrE. 


August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

. Dear Senator Morse: It is heartening to 
find that your voice continues to ring loud 
and clear against our involvement in the 
war in Vietnan). 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Anne Florant. 

P.S. — If it is available, I would like to re- 
ceive a copy of your remarks on the Presi- 
dent's message yesterday. 


August 6, 1964. 

Dear Sir: Please forward a copy of your 
comments concerning Vietnam made in the 
Senate on the 6th of August. 

May I thank you in advance. 

Sincerely, 

Sylvan G. Feldstein. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: May I add my commenda- 
tion to those you have already received on 
your very courageous stand in the grave Viet- 
nam situation. Wish that we .had more 
like you or at least more that would at least 
listen to you. 

Faithfully yours, 

Jeanette Rosenfeld. 

North St. Paul, Minn., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator W. Morse. 

Dear Sir: I like your stand on policy re- 
garding the war in Vietnam. Have only felt 
it necessary to write my own Congressman so 
far. Only hope that you are able to keep up 
the good work. And I will continue to press 
for an end to war in Vietnam here among 
our State Representatives in writing. 

Mrs. Irene Kusekhe. 

Burlington, Vt., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U. S. Senate. 

Dear Senator Morse: T have delayed much 
too long in sending you a note to thank you 
for your representing the point of view of a 
few' Americans at least. 

Is there any chance of a Morse-Fulbright 
ticket so that we can have a’ real choice in 
this campaign? 

You represent my views exactly, on do- 
mestic and foreign policy. Are we as few in 
numbers as it seems? 

Blncerely, 

Harold S. Schultz. 

Gabbs, Nev., August 7, 1964. 
Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your stand on the Vietnam crisis. I hope 
you get a good deal more support than I 
think you will. 

Sincerely yours, 

William Welsh. 

CUMBERLAND HOSPITAL, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., August 12, 1964. 
Senator Morse, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator: May I commend you on 
your stand on the war in South Vietnam and 
your courage in standing firm against an 
overwhelming majority. 

Yours respectfully, 

Harley Yerdcs, M.D. 

Kansas City, Mo., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, of Oregon, 

The Congress of the United States, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is to tell you 
that I am very much in favor of the courage- 
ous stand which you recently took in the 
XJ.S. Senate in connection with our activities 
in southeast Asia. This is a very complicated 
matter, and should be made objectively clear 
to all the American people. 

We 6eem to be following a double stand- 
ard — we impose our ideas of what should be 
done via force, then counsel other nations 
to negotiate. This does not seem to be lead- 
ing the way to world peace, as we say we are. 
Respectfully, 

Helen Yarnell. 


Santa Barbara, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to con- 
gratulate you on your vote against the North 
Vietnam venture. 

As I see it, there are three possibilities: 

1. Become more and more involved in South 
Vietnam until wc end up in some sort of a 
debacle like the French did or, like we might 
have If we had stayed longer in Korea; 

2. Extricate ourselves from such a situation 
by the use of nuclear weapons, probably on 
Peiping, which in. turn, would lead to God 
knows what; or 

3. Get out now while we still have a chance. 

I hope you will keep on opposing this silly 

venture. 

Yours truly, 

Irving F. Laucks. 
Dupont, Ind. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like for you 
to know that I appreciate your courageous 
voice in the wilderness. Your recent stand 
on the Tonkin crisis is further assurance 
that honesty and courage, are not dead in 
America. Our best wishes. 

Very truly yours, 

J. A. Phillips. 

Morgan Hill, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. , 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a line to tell you 
how much I honor and respect you for your 
persistent, day in and day out, protestations 
against our madness in South Vietnam. I 
am sure you have Influenced great numbers 
of people. I know you are respected by al- 
most all of my friends. If only we had many 
Senators who had your convictions, our Na- 
tion would not have lost the respect of so 
much of the world. 

Very sincerely, 

Mrs. Mabel S. Billing. 

Denver, Colo., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We wish to commend 
you for voting against supporting the Presi- 
dent in the southeast Asia situation. 

Your article on Vietnam in the August 
issue of the Progressive is very worthwhile 
reading. 

We urge you to do all possible to get a full 
debate in the Senate on a concurrent reso- 
lution disapproving the agreement to per- 
mit NATO countries to share nuclear 
information. 

You are doing a magnificent Job in telling 
the American people the truth. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Jacob. 

Ann Beatty. 

Elizabeth P. Johnson. 
Sophie Ginsburg. 

San Diego, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We want you to know 
that we deeply appreciate your speech for 
peace in Vietnam. 

War is an unthinkable way of solving 
world problems and should be outlawed 
completely. 

With all the nuclear weapons available 
talking of war is bad enough, but shooting 
of any kind is a fright. 

We hope you will continue your efforts 
for peace and we hope that President Jolin- 
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son will display the leadership toward peace 
ar.d not follow the Golc.wator line of war 
and even atomic war. 

Tha.nk you again for your great words 
and deeds. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Shirley Schiffrin. 

Dryden, N.Y., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building , 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Ws would like to ex- 
press our admiration for the speeches and 
statements you have been making for the 
past several months In regard to southeast 
Asia. The point of view you have been pre- 
senting makes more sens, 1 to us than any 
other, and the information you have assem- 
bled has been most helpful in clarifying our 
Own thoughts and In talking to others. 
Thank you very much. 

Sincerely yours. 

John and Martha Ferger. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations — 
you are apparently the only U.S. Senator 
possessing Intelligence and Integrity. 
(There are still a few who admire such 
things.) We thoroughly agree with your 
courageous stand against war In Vietnam. 
Sincerely, 

Robin McRae. 

Berks ley, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senators Morse and Greening: More 
power to you both and bless your hearts for 
votilfig against the political warmongers. 
Thanks. 

• Bernice Erode. 

Indian t polls, Ind., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We would like to say 
that we agree wholeheartedly on your deci- 
sion not to provoke war in the Far East with 
the Chinese in Vietnam. 

, Sincerely yours. 

The Congregation of Peoples Temple. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

Augjist 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 3 should like to 
register my strong support : or your courage- 
ous stand against U.S. aggression in south- 
east Asia. 

It is most Important for a person of high 
political office to speak out for peaceful set- 
tlement when much of the population suc- 
cumbs to the war propaganda of the com- 
mercial news media and the war hawks In 
Government. 

Very truly yours, 

Arthur W. DiQuattro. 


August 21 


Rochester, N.Y., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Though I do not 
agrae with your rather resolute stand against 
the current foreign aid bill, I laud you on 
your courage and perseverance In opposing 
the administration’s policy i:i Vietnam, and I 
am confounded by the fact that so few Amer- 
icans will admit that it is h ipeless to expect 
to win a shooting war the e. There is no 
doubt In my mind but wha ; the President’s 
action against North Vietnam Iras signaled 
the final last gasps of Ame lea’s Ill-advised 
intervention In southeast As a. 

Respectfully, 

R. G. Buddenhacen. 


Madison, W:ts., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator W iyne Morsb, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Mopse: Yes, we agree with 
you on yov r lone stand re Vietnam. It must 
be dlfflcul; with only a few timid voices 
echoing your words tut there Is an audience 
who listen:! and respects your courage. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Trent M. Brady. 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

August 9 1964. 

Senator W / yne. Morse, 

U.S. Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I write this note to 
commend you for your firm stand on the 
issue of the Vietnam crisis. Yours seems to 
be the only truly rational voice in the Senate 
on tills endre Issue. 

Please know that there arc many indi- 
viduals in Cincinnati sharing your point of 
view, and congratulating you for your un- 
equivocal s;and. 


Sincerely, 


Lucille G. Blocecsom. 


Beatrice, Nebs.,, 

, v August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Offii e Bu ilding, 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Senvtor Morse : It is encouraging for 
the average citizen to know there are men In 
the US. Senate who believe that govern- 
ment should have a moral responsibility, and 
Is willing t< exercise that belief. 

I wish to commend you on the stand you 
took agalns-; the President’s Far East resolu- 
tion which could plunge the whole world Into 
total war. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Suiton. 

Des Moines, low/., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I>; was most gratifying 
to hear of your vote against our being in 
Vietnam. 

If we are truly fighting communism we 
would be helping the Cuban refugees in- 
stead of arresting them. 

It doesn’t make sense, sending our boys 
thousands of mills from home to fight; Com- 
munism and at the same time protecting 
Castro Cub i, and appeasing Khrushchev. 
These riots show the need of cleaning up 
our own back yards if we are to receive the 
respect of tie world. It is time more people 
stood up for what Is right. Thanks again 
and you make me proud, for your convic- 
tions. 


Sincerely, 


Edith Thomas. 


Concert Network Inc., 

Somerville, Mass. 

Dear Sen/ tor Morse: I am writing this 
brief note to thank you for voting accord- 
ing to your convictions in the recent reso- 
lution to give President Johnson a blank 
check for hmdling the Vietnam crisis. I 
recognize that being one of two against the 
rest of Congress is not an easy task. You 
may know, nowever, that there are others 
who strongly support your vietfr, for one rea- 
son or another: A man whose letter to the 
Times was published (he teaches at Rut- 
gers), a handful of pacifists who were 
brutally disbanded and arrested in New 
York, and nnny others. 

One of the moat revealing articles printed 
on the Vietmm situation was published re- 
cently by the War Registers League, Bayard 
Rustin, director. If you have not read this 


report, I urge you to secure a copy for your- 
self, and possibly your fellow Senators. 

With best wishes. 

Gratefully, 

Art Silbergeld. 

Yonkers, N.Y., 
August 10, 1964. 

Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: A lthough I don’t come from your 
State, I want to write to you to tell you that 
I believe your action in voting against the 
recent resolution supporting President 
Johnson in the Vietnam situation was a cour- 
ageous and right one. 

It is too bad more Senators did not have 
your courage and insight. 

As just an ordinary citizen, I am grateful 
to you for looking out for my interests. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Martha Salant. 

Davis, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Moese: Thank you for voting 
against the Joint resolution to support the 
.President’s decision to authorize the U.S. 
forces in Vietnam to bomb North Vietnamese 
PT boats. 

My persona'.! feeling about the Vietnamese 
situation is that the United States should 
withdraw completely Its forces and support, 
providing the governments of both North 
and South Vietnam would agree to neutral- 
ization under United Nations supervision. 
Even If such an agreement Is actually impos- 
sible It would seem preferable to me that we 
should withdraw our armed forces and mili- 
tary aid, rather than become involved grad- 
ually In a total conflict. I don’t feel our 
"commitment” In South Vietnam has much 
real meaning; it is a commitment to a gov- 
ernment that needs change, and by the South 
Vietnamese people themselves, without our 
military interference. 

This country could be proud indeed If all 
its Senators and Representatives In Congress 
bad the courage to stand alone for what they 
really believe to be the right vote on each 
bill and resolution. 

Sincerely, 
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Carolyn Dorn. 

Wheaton, III., 
August 11, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: I am glad to hear that 
you are opposing the unwise policy of our 
Government in southeast; Asia and Vietnam. 

It seems to me that some kind of negotia- 
tion to stop tfce fighting and get all foreign 
military out of southeast Asia and Vietnam Is 
in order. Where there iis a will there Is a 
way. 

The longer the war continues the greater 
will be the danger of communism taking 
over all of southeast Asia. Not Just now 
of course, but In the years to come. War 
prepares the soil for the germination and 
growth of totalitarianism. 

Cordially, 

Fred E. Johnson. 

Skokie, III., 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I applaud and sup- 
port your courageous vote in the Senate 
against United States military actions In 
North Vietnam. 

This dangerous situation in southeast 
Asia must be brought to a conference, and 
I hope that you and Senator Gruening will 
be able to muster further support for your 
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to do for mankind he cuts off by turning 
over to the military whose business is war. 

I am so unfortunate to be living in the 
neighborhood of an air testing held and day 
and night subject to planes flying over my 
house to pass if they were going to slice 
the roof off. The speed and noise is terrific 
and I fear I will scream unless I get some 
relief. . . , 

I wrote to the President a letter but he is 
too busy to answer. 

Forgive me for writing such a lengthy 
letter. 

At the beginning I only wanted to thank 
you for what you are doing for humanity. 

All good wishes and many thanks. 

May J.' Heckman. 

Sherman Oaks. Calif., 

August 13, 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.G. 

Dear Senator Morse: Be not downhearted. 
Today’s minority Is tomorrow’s majority. 

For the average man in the street the main 
stumbling block along the road to accepting 
your point of view about Vietnam Is the 
question, "But if we get out now, won’t the 
Communists take over?" This question is 
compounded by a mental image of Commu- 
nists as bestial barbarians who suck the blood 
of children. 

I don’t see how we can hope to live in 
peace unless we are ready to reassert certain 
basic historical American principles. Num- 
ber one principle is the right of people to 
determine for themselveB the sort of govern- 
ment they shall have. If they “determine" 
communism, we have no business suggesting 
an alternative and backing up our suggestion 
with the U.S. fleet. This is true in our own 
backyard as well as In Asia. 

A second forgotten principle is that the 
ends do not Justify the means. In support 
of capitalism we have created an Image of a 
Communist monster. Liberals are particu- 
larly guilty of developing this one-sided 
image of the Red as imperialistic, Anti- 
Semitic, Fascistic and godless. Small won- 
der the man in the street says that he prefers 
war to surrender to the monster. 

Yet the simple truth, attested to by all 
who visit or study the lands under a socialist 
economy, is that the people rather like 
guaranteed employment, ownership of the 
lands and factories and general sharing out 
of the wealth in the form of free medical 
care, vacations, old age pensions, etc., etc., 
etc. While there is plenty of room for argu- 
ment over the superior merits of ouf system 
over theirs, the argument i's not of the “final" 
order that demands war and the obliteration 
of one side or the other. 

Yet how many American politicians will 
dare serve their country by raising the issue 
in its proper perspective? The very best are 
given to a formula that addB up to, “I yield 
to no man in my hatred for the Communist 
beast, but * * That 1 b a very weak 
“but," Senator, and one of these days we 
may even “but" our way into world war III. 

Sincerely, 

Fred Rinaldo. 

Monrovia, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I am writing to thank 
you for your courageous stand in opposition 
to the resolution by the Senate granting what 
amounts to power to wage war in the Far East 
to President Johnson, Such war would bring 
unspeakable tragedy to the world. The pres- 
ence of our warships so near the coast of our 
antagonists was provocative to say the least. 
I have wired the President and our two Sen- 


stand against American lives and money 
being squandered in Vietnam. 

Very triily yburs, 

Mrs, J. Weinman. 

P.S. I have also written to the Illinois 
Senators, to Senator Aiken (who had previ- 
* ously expressed opposition to expanding the 
war in southeast Asia) and to President 
Johnson. 

University of California, 

Berkeley, Calif., August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
you on the courageous stand which you 
took on the resolution increasing Presi- 
dent Johnson’s power to deal with the situ- 
ation in southeast Asia. There are very few 
times when the truth does not deserve to be 
heard, and the dangers of refusing to hear it 
seem to me monstrous. There was much 
.truth, if regrettable truth, in your remarks 
on the United States role in southeast Asia in 
the past decade. A moment of crisis is no 
time for that truth to be silenced. There 
are too many irrevocable momentB which 
follow and in which the main concern can 
bo unity instead of rectitude. I urge you 
to resist the fide of Ignorance and rancor 
Which will attempt to move you from your 
position. You must continue to deflate the 
self-righteousness which is so cheap and un- 
acceptable a substitute for the strength of 
the Just. 

Sinceriy, 

Earl Bottigheimer. 

Bishops Head, Md. 

Senator Morse. 

Dear Senator: I wish to thank you for 
the stand you have taken concerning the 
Presidential right to act warlike wherever 
he sees fit. 

My TV set is in poor condition and I miss 
a great deal and it is a 60 mile ride to a 
newspaper stand and there is no delivery 
here which puts me at a disadvantage con- 
cerning world happenings. I try to keep up 
by reading current books and that is my 
source of information. 

Have Just finished reading "The McNamara 
Strategy” and it fills my heart with grief to 
hear that the Vietnamese are being treated 
so badly at the hands of our military. It is 
as if one were reading the atrocities com- 
mitted by the Nazis. How can the American 
people remain silent while their fellowman 
Is so badly treated. 

Our top brass in that far off country finds 
a subject wishing, to do hiB bidding, he is 
then offered money and every sort of dead- 
ly weapons to compel those unfortunates 
who cross his path. Finding himself In 
power he loses no time to harass and kill 
those who dare refuse to do his bidding. 

I have tried a long time, 74 years, and the 
longer I live the more difficult It Is for me to 
understand the things that are happening 
around the world. 

I was delighted with Woodrow Wilson 
because I believe he gave his life to make 
the world a more peaceful place and there 
was Roosevelt who did his best for the same 
reason. Since his passing the world and its 
people have been kicked about like a foot- 
ball and the shining new world that was to 
be free from fear and want knows greater 
fear since his going than ever before. 

Little man Truman took it upon himself 
too to stand the Korean war with nothing 
gained but the loss of many fine men. Mr. 

Dulles kept us In the brink of disaster. Mr. 

Kennedy may have done some good tho I 
dislike his actions against the Cuban people. 

Had that episode been land led more Justly 
it could have ended in a more satisfactory 
ntanner. Now Mr. Johnson is at the helm 
and tho he talks like a kindly father about 
peace and the many good things he wants 
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ators urging settlement of our Issues by ne- 
gotiation through the United Nations. 

I thank you also for your efforts to cut our 
appropriations for foreign military aid. 

Very truly yours, 

A. Shoemaker. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 13, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Just to let you know you have many sup- 
porters in your antiwar policy. 

Eugenia Bem. 

Cambridge, Mass., 

August 13, 1964. 

Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C.: 

History will vindicate your courage in in- 
sisting on the bitter truths about war or 
peace in Vietnam. May we do anything to 
provide you with another national forum 
here in Cambridge? 

Martin Peretz, 
Harvard University. 

San Marino, Calif., 

August 14, 1964. 

Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Bravo you and Senator Gruening the only 
sane and humane people in the entire Con- 
gress. 

Sophia Austin, 

New York, N.Y., 

August 12, 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: A few lines to let 
you know that we believe you right In your 
refusal to give your vote of confidence in our 
war in Vietnam. It seems to us that the pri- 
mary issue is moral and humane and it is 
regrettable that there are not more dissenters 
and courageous voices in the Senate and 
House on our involvement in Vietnam and 
our cruel pressure on Cuba. 

We note that nonresidents may run for 
the Senate in New York State: certainly we 
know that you love (and understandably) 
Oregon — but would you consider running 
here next time? We need you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hak Vogrin. 

Chatsworth, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Your remarks on the recent 
American action in Vietnam were both en- 
couraging and discouraging; encouraging in 
that you made them and discouraging be- 
cause yours was the only voice speaking 
them. 

You are to be admired for your courage 
and honesty in a time when many people 
in our country seem to be Buffering from a 
type of paranoia concerning certain national 
and international issues, particularly those 
dealing with civil rights and communism. 
When people act through emotions such as 
fear and hatred Instead of logic, the actions 
seldom are wise and the results usually are 
undesirable. It seems that it is this kind 
of national feeling which has led to many 
foolish decisions in recent years in regard 
to our relationship with Communist coun- 
tries. They exist in the world and there is 
nothing we can do about it, when will we 
realize this? Perhaps if Red China had 
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been recognized officially by us and seated 
aa a member In the U.N. the world could have 
more control over the actions of that coun- 
try; as It Is now, China operates outside In- 
ternational law and as a result, we seem to 
think we may have to confront her with 
arms. It seems so needless! 

You were certainly "t> the point” when 
you asked why U.S. ship* were In the Viet- 
nam area and why, In fact, were we par- 
ticipating In their affairs Instead of placing 
the problem properly with the U.N.? 

You may have felt culte alone in the 
stand you took In the Senate, but you were 
speaking the thoughts of many conscientious 
Americans whom I know. 

Yours truly, 

Patricia English. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 13, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.c. 

Honorable Senator: This letter should 
have been written many moons ago. Cour- 
age demands support and your courage 
cc-upled with a deep convection In your fight 
for peace against an over: ealous administra- 
tion bent on pursuing war, is not only ad- 
mirable but heroic. In my work which keeps 
me busy most of the day for as you should 
know making a living at 1 oday's prices is not 
a many splendored thing, Well, sir, In speak- 
ing to my coworkers I find, too, some simi- 
larity to your efforts to convince those who 
would sooner war than talk peace. In order 
f or me to read your speech of August 5, 1 had 
to send away to New York City for a copy as 
our newspapers merely reported five or 6ix 
Dries from it. So you see, Senator, you have 
no press. I have no doubt that you, too, 
express concern over the tone of our press, 
that seems to have one point of view, 
that of agreeing with shx>t first policy. I 
not only agree with the statement made in 
your speech, and I may be late in saying this, 
quote, How can we Implement them? un- 
quote. 

Every clay becomes a cruilal one and events 
are shaping up every day that require con- 
stant vigilance in order x> somehow brake 
this drive to war. Voices like yours are fast 
becoming few, however, there Is an election 
coming, where policy and platform are 
adopted, It may be that more voices will 
unite with yours, and ve will be heard. 
Ma,y your strength increase, your voice like 
a' clarion call, be heard on those days to the 
assembled hosts, and may God soften their 
hearts in, order that wC may live in peace. 
Amen. 

Respectfully, 

M. Abel Sable. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 10, 1964. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Gear President Johnson : Last night there 
was a special nationwide television report 
on the situation on Cyprus. The Greek Cyp- 
riote representative at the Security Coun- 
cil meeting condemned Turkish use of na- 
palm as an inhuman tactic, reminiscent of 
Nazi terrorism. Naturally we Americans 
agree; it indeed tragic when civilians, or 
anyone for that matter, are victimized by 
such military operations. You yourself called 
for non-intervention by Turkey and Greece, 
and urged the crisis to be settled by the 
U.N. 

Excellent. I agree wholeheartedly. And 
now why not act like reasonable men and 
apply the same to Vietnam? Is the use of 
napalm on Vietnamese villages; really Justi- 
fied by the fact that there may be some 


guerrillas among them? The newscasters 
claim, without a trace of sarcasm, that it has 
been necsssary to convince the South Viet- 
namese that they should care abou t the out- 
come of tie war. President Elsenhower sug- 
gested a mass propaganda project tc persuade 
the Soutu Vietnamese to, quit protecting 
guerrillas and to support Nguyen Khahn. I 
have no coubt that such a, project is neces- 
sary when children are burned by Amer- 
ican bonus, crops are destroyed by Amer- 
ican scorched- earth policy, and young men 
are puller, out of the woods (how can one 
know they are guerrillas?) and tortured by 
South Vietnamese soldiers In American-made 
uniforms, carrying American rifles. All of 
these things are freely admitted by the na- 
tional press and the military; and yet the 
American people and their leaders (with a 
few notable exceptions like Senator Wayne 
Morse) continue In their shockingly blind 
belief tha; they are bringing freedom and 
happiness to South Vietnam, If the United 
States retreats from that country, it is be- 
lieved that the Communists will take over 
the government; I suppose this is possible, 
even probable. And if I was a South Viet- 
namese village*, I would much prefer the 
Communlit enemy (who does not bomb the 
villages of his allies) to the capitalist friend 
(who does i. 

You politicians and statesmen claim to 
care about the lives of civilians (and even, 
occasional y, about the lives of soldiers); and 
if you are not irredeemable hypocrites you 
will reject the following excuse: That the 
Greeks and Turks are NATO allies: therefore 
they mustn't kill each other or the Cypriots; 
and that ;he North Vietnamese and Amer- 
icans are i.ot allies at all; therefore they can 
slaughter all they please, Inducing the 
South Vie namsse. 

Some nation, at some time in this nuclear 
age, must abstain from comm.tttlng murder 
on such i, monstrous scale. Justified and 
caused by nationalism, sweet-garlanded with 
phrases like "manifest destiny" and "peace- 
and-freedom-lovlng peoples.” Let It be the 
United States who for once shows ;.fc means 
that it is opposed to war by disarming, 
unilaterally If necessary. There can be no • 
Communis ; takeover by means of arms, for 
Ideas must be fought with ideas, not guns. 
If this cou atry dropped its arras It would be 
far safer, in my estimation, than with them. 
Itet us hypothecate: If the Soviet Union or 
Red China decided to “take over” the un- 
armed Uni ;ed States, they would not bomb 
this country beforehand, when they could 
have it intact. And in such a hypothetical 
situation, ihe Soviet or Chinese administra- 
tors, police etc. could be submitted to heavy 
propaganda, helped f,Iong by intermarriage, 
end they would be absorbed Into the Amer- 
ican life; ir uch as the trespassers on Chinese 
territory lo it their enemy-identity for thou- 
sands of ytars. A synthesis ol political and 
philosophical Ideals, of Industrial and agri- 
cultural methods, of kvass and coca-cola, 
could be arrived at. In the last analysis, 
people all ever the world are looking for the 
some things: peace, love, security, freedom, 
etc. If these things can ever be realized by 
anyone, they are only obtainable If people 
work together, not flight against each other. 
The great American argument against the 
teachings cf Lenin is that the ends are In- 
variably affected by the means. If the 
United States really 1>elleved that, it would 
disarm; or, it the very least, pull out of Viet- 
nam. Other countries would probably follow 
salt. 

I urge you to exert every effort to help the 
United Sta.es free itself from this insane 
contest. 

Your: i sincerely, 

Mrs. Susan Stanich Abrams. 
Copies to Attorney General B. F. Kennedy 
and Senatoi Watne Morse. 


Bego Park, N.Y., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Allow me to con- 
gratulate and . thank you for the forthright, 
objective, and moral stand you have taken 
on the Vietnam situation. 

I have noted that you have consistently 
offered a coolheaded appraisal of the south- 
east Asia predicament and I and my family 
wish to thank you for speaking out the truth. 
Unfortunately, not enough people, including 
Senators, Representatives, and the admin- 
istration can see things as clearly. 

I have been amazed at the United States 
policy to consider this area of the world as 
vital to our national Interest, regardless of 
the will of the majority of the native people. 
Would you know whether our commitment 
to the South Vietnamese administration has 
behind It a strong investment in American 
business dollars? Can this be a part of our 
interest along with the “saving of face," 
which often results in. the loss of the rest 
of one’s body. 

I know you will continue to see the truth 
and reveal It to the American people in spite 
of the odds, but I want you to know that it 
is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Grossweineb. 

Freer Realty, 

Seattle, Wash., August 10, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse,- 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Thank you again for your 
stand on our military actions. 

I wish I could help. 

Yours :;ruly, 

R. D. Freer. 

Lynwood, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 
The Honorab le Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: May I tell you that I agree whole- 
heartedly with your opinions as expressed 
in your recent speech liefore the Senate? I 
am only sorry that we do not have more like 
you In Congress, instead of its being infested 
with eo many do-gooding Pollyannas who are 
so intent on “saving," supporting, and run- 
ning the rest of the world that they are 
losing their own United States to the forces 
of hate and violence. 

Ever since Franklin Delano Roosevelt saw 
himself as the Almighty’s Second Son and, 
together with his "disciples,” "Winnie C." 
and "Good Ole Joe”, proceeded to divide the 
world according to his whims, we have been 
wasting the moneys and resources of this 
Nation on eviry snivelling, half-baked “de- 
mocracy" on the earth, and, even more tragi- 
cally, giving up our most precious treasure— 
our finest young men— to their petty little 
wars. 

_ I do not give one tinker’s dam about South 
Vietnam, except to wonder how much of our 
tax money, that my husband has worked like 
a dog all his life for, is now helping to sup- 
port Mme. Nh u in luxury In Paris. 

South Vietnam was doomed to takeover 
by the Communists ever since Dienbien- 
phu, when our President Eisenhower was too 
busy playing golf to take any interest in 
anything else, and his Vice President marched 
up and down the land thundering "massive 
retaliation", us he beat his breasts with 
cream puffs, and the Communists laughed, 
thumbed their noses at us, and went about 
their business of conquest. 

All of Asia was lost to communism even 
before that, when Harry Truman drew a line 
at the Yalu River and forbade MacArthur to 
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cross it— not matter how many of his men he 
had to stand by and see slaughtered. 

This morning — after reading the enclosed 
column by Morrie Rysklnd I am absolutely 
livid— does the $10,000 of our money the 
Turks have been spending on air deodorants 
make their unwashed millions smell any 
better? Does the $1,000 for bubble gum 
keep their young from suffering “psychologi- 
cal trauma” and thus escape becoming juve- 
nile delinquents? 

Will the $15,500 spent on hormones and 
Royal Bee Jelly enable the free Chinese to 
better enjoy their concubines? Or will it 
only provide more free Chinese for us to send 
more thousands of dollars? 

Could not the Cambodian just diet — like 
I do— instead of needing $17,240 of my money 
for Metracal? 

How much more of this Idiocy must we 
stand for — and pay for? How much longer 
must the American people watch helplessly 
while our so-called “Representatives" In 
Congress continues to make first- claBS asses 
of themselveB, dispensing largesse with both 
hands and bending the knee meekly to the 
same recipients of our charity, who have such 
contempt for us that they allow an Ameri- 
can army officer to be slapped in the face, and 
forbidden to retaliate, take it? 

We are sick and tired of it all, sick of the 
insults, sick of the “sale” of millions of dol- 
lars worth of wheat, paying for it ourselves, 
delivering it in our ships, and have those 
same ships forced to pay higher fees than 
other countries pay to dock and unload It. 
Sick of hearing the Shah of Iran and every 
other two-bit despot “ruler” of every little 
corner of the earth come over here, with their 
hands out, and tell us what we, the “haves" 
must “share” with the “have-nots,” pre- 
sumably him, while his bejewelled, ump- 
teenth wife, “Empress" spends $6,000 in one 
shopping spree in Magnin’s. 

filck of supporting a lot of raggle-taggle, 
half-baked “diplomats" in the lap of luxury 
In the UJST., sick of reading of the lavish 
parties thrown by these same representatives 
of nations which "cannot afford” to keep up 
their dues payments, but can afford their 
call girls — or, heaven help us, we are paying 
for them too? 

When, and where, will this insanity stop? 
Who will have the guts to stop it? 

Meantime, I see the money earned by us 
in our productive years, which should be 
going into savings for our declining ones, 
going down into such a sewer, and my anger 
and frustration grows more every day. What 
a bunch of idiotic damn fools we have run- 
ning this country today, and have had ever 
since 1932. 

I see all around me so much need and want 
right here in my own country, I see far too 
many of our own aged persons living from 
check-to-check on their “social security”— 
which seems to get a hike on ^he level earned 
so often that fewer persons can hope to draw 
the maximum benefit each month, while liv- 
ing costs keep skyrocketing so that they can- 
not possibly live and pay out the prohibitive 
medical costs we have today, or even pay for 
the Insurance plans the opponents of Federal 
aid to the aged so glowingly describe (Just 
how can an oldster drawing $90 a month pay 
out $23 of thta for “complete” coverage, 
which is really far from complete) ? Yet Con- 
gress allows itself to be led by the nose by a 
few unscrupulous, powerful members of the 
AMA, who could not care less about our old 
ones, and denies help to them so that they 
must go, hats In hand, to the county begging 
for charity 

I see this at first hand. My own mother. 
Who worked hard all her life to support her- 
self and me after my father left us. was 
recently charged $35 for one office visit to 
her doctor, $20 for the call and $15 for an 
electrocardiogram, then another $15 for a 
chest x-ray, and nearly $10 more for her 


over $90. What would she have done for rent, 
food, and other necessities, if she had not 
been living with us? Yet I read how very 
well our old folks can manage. Even Gen- 
eral Elsenhower’s pontifical words in the 
Post stating how sure he is that our elderly 
would rather pay their own medical bills. 
Just what does he know about this? he who 
haB never had to pay a medical expense for 
himself or his family in his life? And who 
rests secure in the knowledge that, when hlB 
times comes, he will loll in luxury in Walter 
Reed or some other Government hospital, 
and not in some cockroach-crawling, rat- 
infested county general? With all of his ex- 
penses paid, and every slightest whim grati- 
fied, by the “great suckers.” the American 
taxpayers. His wife had a hysterectomy and 
remained In Walter Reed for weeks, even 
special pillows had to be sent out and bought 
for her because the ones used by the ordi- 
nary people did not suit her majesty, every 
dime paid for by the taxpayers. - 

Well, I had a hysterectomy about that 
same time, too, and I was sent home to shift 
for myself on the sixth day after and nobody 
paid my bills. 

It is high time the taxpayer was let on 
this hook too. I am all in favor of free care 
for our service and Government employ- 
ees — up to a certain point, but I certain- 
ly cannot see why we have to pay the 
medical bills of persons earning more than 

' I did not vote in the last election because 
I could not stomach either candidate. I feel 
exactly the same about the two who will 
grace our ballots in the coming election, 
yet I feel that it is high time for all of 
us to get up and start screaming, get new 
brooms and declare “a plague on both your 
houses” and get some new blood into Gov- 
ernment, from the lowest to the highest, be- 
fore It la too late, If it is not already. 

While we have been wooing every little 
petty ruler overseas, our own land has be- 
come a land of anarchy and violence. Just 
a short while ago I read a little squib In the 
paper which really hit home. It said: “Amer- 
ica has fought two costly World Wars ,to 
make the world safe for democracy, but it 
has not been able to make the streets of 
New York safe for the people of New York.” 
How very tragically true. 

Very truly yours, 

. Phyllis Moreland. 

CIA Pullout On Transport of Viet 
U rTJBRfffCt'Als Revealed 

(By Beverly Deepe, New York Herald Tribune 
Special) 

Saigon, South Vietnam. — The U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency canceled ln ihid-JuIy 
" Its "part ox X'tnul'timlllion-dollar contract 


with a private American aviation company 
that had the undercover mission of airlifting 
guerrillas and supplies behind enemy lines 
la North Vietnam and Communist-held sec- 
tions of Laos. 

Reliable military sources said that pilots 
of more than 12 aircraft Included Chinese 
and Turkish nationals, but no Americans. 
American civilians were used for ground 
support, administrative, and maintenance 
functions. 

The U.S. Government, through the CIA, 
about 2 years ago, had signed Jointly with 
the Vietnamese Government a contract with 
a private American firm called American 
Aviation Investors, Inc. The CIA broke the 
contract several weeks ago, 

SEEN AS REBUKE 

The cancellation of the American cosig- 
nature was interpreted here as a rebuke to 
South Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen 
Khanh,' who has in recent weeks launched 
a “go north” campaign to attack Communist 
North Vietnam. 

General Khanh’s campaign contradicted 


medicines. * Her rnonthly check is a little U.S. policy at the time. Presumably, the 
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U.S. Government broke the contract In order 
to limit his capacity to send Vietnamese spe- 
cial forces guerrillas and saboteurs in North 
Vietnam and Laos. 

Since the cancellation 'Of the contract. 
General Khanh has toned down and rede- 
fined his “go north" policy to mean simply a 
means of finishing the war "instead of let- 
ting it drag on.” Since then. North Viet- 
namese PT boats have twice attacked U.S. 
destroyers in international waters off the 
coast of North Vietnam. 

NO IDENTIFICATION MARKS 
The CIA contract with American Aviation 
Investors, Inc., called for a highly mobile 
undercover air operation Involving several 
helicopters, six to eight C-45 and C-47 trans- 
port aircraft, some equipped with radar, and 
L-28 heliocourier planes. None of the sil- 
ver-colored aircraft carried ' Identification 
markings or insignia, except black numbers. 

The C-45 and C-47 transport aircraft are 
often used to drop paratroopers behind ene- 
my lines; helicopters have the capabilities 
of landing in small Jungle clearings and the 
four-seater L-28 helicourlers can land on 
short clearings and runways. 

Information concerning the droppings of 
South Vietnamese guerrillas, agents, and 
saboteurs behind enemy lines is fragmentary 
and undetailed, since It is not the official pol- 
icy of the United States or the South Viet- 
namese Government. However, such activi- 
ties are known to have been launched In the 
past and are continuing now. 

Asked about such activities, Khanh simply 
says, "We cannot discuss that.” U.S. mili- 
tary sources confirm that South Vietnamese 
special forces are dropped behind enemy 
lines, but details "are classified.” 

The wives of South Vietnamese special 
forces troops sent to North Vietnam also 
sometimes inadvertently drop information. 
The wives call the mission Into North Viet- 
nam an “express train to death.” 

Casualties on such missions are considered 
high. 

Within the past 6 weeks, reliable Viet- 
namese sources confirmed that a South Viet- 
namese special forces unit landed on the 
South China Sea coast near the North Viet- 
namese city of Dong Hoi, about 80 miles 
north of the 17th parallel separting North 
and South Vietnam. They succeeded In 
sabotaging the city water system. 

CONVICTIONS REPORTED 

The most detailed information regarding 
South Vietnamese saboteurs and guerrillas 
operating in North Vietnam comes from 
North Vietnamese radio broadcasts and news- 
papers, but the accuracy of the Information 
is difficult to assess. 

On April 22i the North Vietnamese Gov- 
ernment reported a “spy trial” In which a 
Communist military court 2 days earlier 
tied a group of seven “spy-commandos of the 
United States and , its henchmen In South 
Vietnam who had been airdropped on a 
mountain region of Camb Xuyen district, Ha 
Tlnh Province.” The North Vietnamese re- 
port listed names and ages of the seven 
“spies” and their sentences which ranged 
from 3 years to life Imprisonment. 

The report continued: “According to their 
declarations, these commandos were en- 
trusted by the United States and its stooges 
in Saigon with carrying out intelligence 
work and sabotaging activities and psycho- 
logical warfare in North Vietnam. This Is 
the 14th spy-commando group arrested and 
duly punished In North Vietnam within the 
past months.” 

La Crosse, Wis., August 10, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Like some of you 
men in Washington, I have not only op- 
posed our position in southeast Asia, but I 

-0 
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deplored the fact action that President John- 
son took there. 

Why did he choose to act on his own and 
in such a hurry? With so much talk about 
expanding the war in that area one can’t 
help but wonder about such action. 

I have detected an air ot expediency ever 
since this man took office and because 
of it he could never get my vote, 

As for Congress— I stili say that if we are 
to have ‘‘good government” it is imperative 
that we go through the proper channels as 
we have always done. To do otherwise is 
not only to put too much power In the hands 
of one man but, to destroy our form of gov- 
ernment In the process. 

I was very much surprised to learn how 
many Members of Congress couldn’t see this. 
I am, however, grateful for the Members who 
could. 

My very best to you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Rocer Fletcher. 

Napa, Calxi August 7, 1964. 
Senator Thomas Kuchel, 

Senate Office Building, 

V/ashington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Kuchel: We have just wired 
the President expressing our opposition to 
the war in Vietnam and that we strongly 
support his pledge ‘‘to seek no- wider war.” 

. it is our hope that S« cretary General TJ 
Thant's suggestion to reconvene the Geneva 
Conference be accepted. We definitely share 
his views that military methods will not 
achieve p'eace in South Vietnam. 

We share your expressed admiration for 
the United Nations. We hope you and all 
those of any influential capacity will tap 
their ingenuity and ability in implementing 
a rational and humane coarse in the area of 
foreign policy. 

Sincerely yours. 

• Charles Slater. 

Greta Slater. 

Senator Wayne Morse: We respect and 
wholeheartedly concur in your courageous 
dissent on our recent retaliative strike 
against North Vietnam. We are frankly los- 
ing heart In fighting for peace for it ap- 
pears the tragic heritage of military psy- 
chology ever submerges tho rational and hu- 
mane approach in international relations. 

O. Slater. 

Evanston, III., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I Just heard and saw 
you on a special news progr im on the current 
crisis in Vietnam. To see a man In public 
office take a firm stand for what he believes 
in despite popular belief ie a rare and mar- 
velous thing these days. I would never for- 
give myself if I didn’t write and tell you what 
a deep sense of admiration I felt for you this 
evening when I saw you take a stand for what 
you felt was right even though your col- 
leagues and, Undoubtedly, many fellow 
Americans, do not agree with your posi- 
tion. You are a very courageous man, in- 
deed. 

I am deeply concerned ever the situation 
in Vietnam and have felt ever since our in- 
volvement that we have not been allowed 
to know the truth about our actions In 
that country.' Reading ‘‘A Nation of Sheep” 
by William Lederer alarmed me even more. 

I thought he gave very convincing facts in 
hin book showing that the American peo- 
ple were not being told information which 
Is our right to know about. 

At this point I even have my doubts as 
to whether this attack by North Vietnam 
isn’t a falsehood and an excuse to involve 
ountelves even deeper in that war. 
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I realize what a dilemma we’re in in south- 
east Asia. We probably con d never win a 
war there and yet wo can’t allow communism 
to swallow it up either. Surely ther^ must be 
some alternative. Is De Gaulle’s policy of 
neutralism completely unrealistic? My hus- 
band eayt yes for anytime we don’t stand 
up with force to the Communists they 
achieve ttelr goals in a given situation. 

I love my country very much and want 
her so much to stand for principle under all 
circumstances and not stoop to the Com- 
munist tactics of Phe end Justifying the 
means. 1 he blind chauvinist) c attitude that 
many people soera to have these days con- 
cerns me \ery much. No one :.s always right, 
even Americans. W'e ought to be mature 
enough to admit our mistakes once In a 
while and set about correcting them with 
dispatch. 

Would you please be kind enough to give 
me some i if ormation that would help me to 
justify our position and pur right to be 
in that country in the first place? Do tho 
people realy want us there? My huart goes 
out to these poor people, fyi Americans we 
probably could never conceive what it’s like 
having a -var going on in one’s townB and 
cities killing vromen and children as well 
as soldiers. The thought of it makes me 
shudder. 

I pray that all mankind can be spared 
another wir of any kind. 

Thank you so much for your kind atten- 
tion. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy S. Shanks. 

Vancouver. Wash., 

August 11, 1964. 

Hon. Wayke Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washingto'.i, D.C. 

Dear Sei^ator Morse: I have long regarded 
you as the most courageous me n In our pub- 
lic life. New I must take time to express my 
admiration for your leadership in the Viet- 
namese question. 

It would be a pity if no one warned of the 
consequences of sliding gradually into an 
interminable Kcrcan-type slaughter or, more 
likely, into an escalating maw, acre by bomb- 
ing, including A-bomte. 

Nor, on £ lower level, can It be good poli- 
tics to do bo. You might remind us that 
everyone was united in support of President 
Truman’s <ntry into the Korean war, but 
that when t became a tragedy the Republi- 
cans called It ‘‘Mr. Truman's war." I believe 
that revulsion agalnat it wa3 the greatest 
single factor in the Republican victory In 
1952. Also, if history repeats iteelf, the cur- 
rent congressional resolution will not save 
the President from being saddl ed with ‘‘Mr. 
Johnson’s war.” 

I hope that ycu will give some thought to 
countering the omnipresent falling domino 
theory that has been used at every atage of 
the cold wa: 1 . It can be used to justify any- 
thing, anywhere. 

With great, respect. 

D. F. Fi.eminc, 

Erneritr.s Professor of International Re- 
lations, Vanderbilt University. 

PS . — I recently expressed my admiration 
for your leadership concerning southeast Asia 
in a lecture at the University of Oregon in 
Eugenes. 


Foothill College. 

Los Alios Hills, Calif., August 11, .1964. 

Dear Sen/ tor Morse:: My wife and I both 
want to express our agreement with your 
honest and courageous stand against the 
Vietnam resolution. It is a shame that only 
one other could find the courage to Join you. 
But oven if cnly two speak out perhaps others 
will find heart n their example on some 
future date. 
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We wish that we were still living in Oregon 
so that we could vote for you and work for 
your reelection. 

Yours truly, 

W. E, Tinsley. 
Palo Alto, Calif., 

„ August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: A few days ago my wife and 
I wired our unequivocal approval of your 
forthright position respecting the so-called 
declaration seeking congressional confirma- 
tion of the President's hasty and unwar- 
ranted retaliatory action against North Viet- 
nam, as well, as sanctioning future actions. 

Again, we wish to assure you that we are 
entirely In accord with your position con- 
cerning southeastern Asia. We are, indeed, 
most grateful for your continuous expousal 
of the only sensible policy for this unfor- 
tunate region— neutralization. 

Our candidates for President — Morse and 
Gruenjng. 

Very bast wishes, 

Elizabeth and James Robertson. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My heartfelt thanks 
for your recent vote against President John- 
son’s resolution permitting military action in 
North Vietnam. This resolution was truly 
a carte blanche to escalate the war. 

You were speaking for millions of Ameri- 
cans who are too timid to tell Congress and 
the President that they want the war in 
South Vietnam to end, and that they abhor 
the very thought of spreading it farther and 
involving our soldiers in it. I wish we had 
Senators like you and Grueninq in Cali- 
fornia. 

Keep up the good work. Keep plugging 
for another Geneva Conference, and an end 
to our senseless intervention. 

Yours for peace, 

Mrs. Grace Gonick. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Moss ®, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: We want again to tell you 
how much we admire your persistence in 
talking against our Government’s action in 
Vietnam. With so few of such a huge body 
of legislators ready to support you, ready to 
admit U.S. mistakes, we are sure your efforts 
have not been easy. 

Our Minneapolis Star says that the Sen- 
ators largely leave the Senate Chamber when 
you rise to spsak. If that Is true, God help 
the United States. 

Sincerely, 

H. K. Stephens and Family. 

East Jamaica, Vt., 

August 9, 1964. 

£5enator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Isn’t it wonderful 
how quickly our Congress achieves unanim- 
ity in supporting action for war — would that 
the same were true in our small steps toward 
decency and peace. But thank God there 
are one or two voices of sanity who speak for 
the many Americans who are ashamed of the 
disgraceful aggression undertaken in their 
name. 

I am sure I am not the only one outside 
your State who is grateful for your coura- 
geous stand. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeannette Vosk. 
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Rochester, Mich., 

. August 13, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
speech In the Senate urging negotiation of 
the southeast, Asia war. Thank yo\i for your 
vote against tne resolution supporting John- 
son’s action. 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Duffield. 

Burlington, Vt., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: This is to express sympathy with 
your stand on Vietnam and admiration for 
your Courage in opposing endorsement of the 
President's actions. 

With every good wish. 

Yours sincerely. 

ROWENA R. ANSBACHER. 

H. L. Ansbacher. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator . Morse : We axe greatly 
heartened by your courageous and principle 
stand regarding our military involvement in 
Vietnam. We are most unhappy to see our 
Government carrying on, as France did, a 
"dirty war” in that unhappy country. 

More pow'er to you, sir. We wish you were 
President. 

Gratefully. 

Laura Vai(, Lyman. 

Elwood W. Lyman, M.D. 

Oak Ridge, Tenn., 

August 11, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
lonely (except for Senator Gruening) plea 
for use of civilized reason in the Vietnam 
situation last week. X have not been con- 
vinced that the U.S. Armed Forces belong 
there either. 

I was appalled at the overwhelming con- 
gressional approval of President Johnson’s 
request for power to enlarge the conflict 
there, should he deem it desirable. Thank 
God for your voice of dissent. 

I can’t imagine what has happened to the 
democratic process in our land when the 
House of Representatives unanimously ap- 
proves such a serious step In the face of such 
abysmal Ignorance of the facts among the 
populace. The Senate performed only slight- 
ly better owing to the wisdom and cour- 
age of yourself and the good Senator from 
Alaska. I become concerned when our Con- 
gress can come up with but '"one mind” on 
so controversial a question. The r exercise 
of pure intellectual objectivity could never 
have brought forth such a result. 

Certainly, by now, the fallibility of our 
assessments of the Vietnam situation must 
be evident to most thinking Americans. To 
continue on this stupid road to destruction 
is both unpatriotic, and downright immoral. 

Your proposal for eventual neutralization 
pf southeast Asia through negotiation by the 
U.N. appears plausible. Surely it is a step in 
the right direction. 

It seems that you are the only person in 
Washington who is interested in the facts 
surrounding the situation and making them 
available to the man on the street. Our 
local press, on rare occasion, prints out-of- 
context excerpts of your speeches, but never 
full texts. Can you tell me how to get 
copies of them? Perhaps you should make 
your speeches available In paperback form 
as Senator Fulbright has recently done with 
his foreign policy views. 


In closing, I want to thank you again, 
Senator Morse, for speaking out on behalf 
of me. I appreciate your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Arlene H. Kibbey. 

P,S. — I am sending copies of this letter to 
my own Tennessee Senators, Albert Gore 
and Hubert Walters, and also to President 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: During discussions 
at work about southeast Asia, I have tried 
to quote or remember things that have come 
from your committee that has been question- 
ing the Pentagon and State Department, but 
I have not been doing a very good Job of it. 
So, if your office has any literature or infor- 
mation to help me discuss the southeast 
Asia problem, I would appreciate it. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Albert Vartanian. 

Altadena, Calif... 

August 5, 1904. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: I admire your courage. It Is 
rare indeed to have a politician have great 
courage to express his views in a time such 
as this when one is almost compelled to 
conform. 

Please send me a copy of your statement 
as I wish to try and understand your points 
of view. 

I hope you can be in the Senate for a long 
time. America needs men like you. 

Yours truly, 

Evan Thomer. 

New York, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I wish to thank you 
very much for your courageous stand taken 
during this Vietnam crisis. Unfortunately, 

I heard only the portions of your speech 
which were broadcast on the air. 

It Is very rare that we, the American pub- 
lic, are privileged to hear the truth coming 
from our elected or appointed officials, in 
either the Federal or local government. The 
American public has been, and is being bar- 
raged by the official opinions of the Govern- 
ment, whether fact or fiction; as the means 
of communication is almost completely 
monopolized by those who almost always 
(and particularly in times of crisis) favor 
the Government view. The press and pe- 
riodicals who do offer a countervtew have 
such limited means and circulation as to be 
rendered almost meaningless, and cannot 
possibly provide an effective balance to the 
"respectable press.” 

I am sure that there are many other peo- 
ple, like myself, who are appalled at the im- 
perialistic posture which the United States 
has assumed, particularly since World War 
II. It is, of course, a pattern of Interference 
and manipulation with the governments of 
sovereign nations (i.e., Cuba, Guatemala, 
Iran, Egypt, Laos, Vietnam, Burma, Indo- 
nesia, etc., and probably many more) that, 
at least in foretgn affairs, justifies my char- 
acterization of this country. And, since there 
is the mast intimate relationship between 
foreign and domestic affairs, I can only see 
a logical development in this country toward 
some kind of American brand of totalitarian- 
ism which certainly will have. In my opinion, 
many similarities with facism. This is a 
frightening prospect for those of us who are 
concerned not only with the survival of hu- 
manity, but with the right of self-determi- 
nation of the world's peoples, and their own 
economic, social, and cultural development. 

America as a world power has assumed 
the most backward position (especially vis- 
a vis the underdeveloped world) and, in my 
View is attempting to pattern the world so 


as to protect American Interests, which are, 
as we all know global, and will, to insure the 
protection of these interests, sacrifice any 
country, and risk even total war. 

It Is only with an enlightened and polit- 
ically conscious public which is willing not 
only to hear and accept the truth about the 
role and interests or the United States in 
the world today, but which is not afraid, 
and Indeed feels it necessary to act on the 
realization of this truth, and try to change 
the disastrous course which America is fol- 
lowing today. 

rt is within this context that I again take 
this opportunity to thank you for the words 
which you spoke on August 5. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nancy Ries. 

Durham, N.C., 

Augxist 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : It is with regret that I find my- 
self writing to you to commend an action 
that should not have to be commended. One 
should not have to note as an exception the 
courage and strength that allowed a nega- 
tive vote to the bill legalizing the Presidents 
actions in Vietnam. However, the situation 
being as it Is, yourself and Senator Gruening 
are among the few notes of clarity and sanity 
in American affairs. As long as you continue 
your present stands, the notion that our 
foreign affairs are not conducted with dis- 
interest will continue to be injected into 
the news media, and people will speculate 
about the reality of world politics. 

I have been unable to find material about 
the progress of the foretgn aid bill in the 
local newpapers and I am puzzled as to the 
reasons behind some of your stands. Would 
you please send to me the relevant excerpts 
from the Congressional Record. 

My wife has informed me that she too is 
a part of the Wayne Morse fan club of 
Durham, N.C., a small but growing group 
of people who respect Integrity and responsi- 
bility in politics. 

Yours sincerely, 

Shelley Blum. 

San Francisco, Cai.if, 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building,. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have read a recent 
pamphlet by the Ad Hoc Committee To End 
Intervention in Vietnam. They suggest that 
Interested people send a message to you. 

It Is a confusion in aim which seems to 
have brought about this useless, inhuman, 
and thoroughly unjustifiable Intrusion and 
slaughter in’ a country whose people and 
problems we (the United States) neither un- 
derstand nor are apparently interested in. 

Whether It may be a mistake politically 
and strategically to Interfere in Vietnam (and 
It's becoming quite obvious that it certainly 
is a mistake to do it as we have done) , is less 
important to me than the consideration that 
all foreign policy is implemented by agencies 
which are not governed by the will of the 
American people — that the American people 
are fed propaganda instead of facts — that the 
American people are thus taught the falla- 
cious notion that it’s better that they leave 
the fate of their country of their own bodies 
and souls In the hands of others. 

You can see by my last sentence I have a 
facility for writing long, unintelligible sen- 
tences. 

I can write short ones too. The condition 
of our country is reminiscent of pro-Fascist 
Germany. There is much ignorant, loose, 
hostility which could be manipulated Into 
hatred of the unknown by a government ded- 
icated to power politics. 
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JI am cl years old and have a 3 -year-old 
daughter. Aside from not -wanting her, my 
husband, and myself demolished in a short 
atomic war, I do not wart her to bear the 
stain of guilt of belonging to the most ir- 
nrponslbie and Immoral nation in the world. 

There Is no extra money, at my disposal, 
and not a great deal of timo. But— what can 
be done? What can I do? 

What can I do to speed the departure of 
TT £). troops, CIA agents, and other experts 
from Vietnam as soon as possible? 

Very truly yours, 

Martha Durham. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. W. L. Morse. 

U.S. Senator, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse : The purpose of 
thin letter is twofold. (1 I would like to 
express my admiration for your wisdom 
and courage in your stand on Vietnam. 
(2) I wish to inquire whether you would 
accept an invitation to a meal, lunch or din- 
ner, at your convenience when you will be 
visiting Berkeley. 

Yesterday, one of our students at the Uni- 
versity of California camo to ask for my 
signature on an ad to be published in the 
Ban Francisco Chronicle. This proposed ad 
wc-uld contain quotations f j om your speeches 
on Vietnam and the expression of support on 
the part of the signers. Jt was a pleasure 
to sign the ad. 

On this occasion the student in question 
(I do not remember his name) told me that, 
"at the invitation of his organization "Slate” 
you are expected to speak on our campus 
sometime In October. If £o, you are likely 
to have a meal with youi principal hosts, 
■"Slate." However, it Is Just possible that we, 
a group of U.C. professors— your admirers 
may have the pleasure of having you as our 
gueft at the other main meal of the day. 

W e shall feel very honored. 

Todays Times carries en article about 
you under the title “Senator Nay-Sayer.” 
While having the appearance of just an- 
other factual report, this article is about 
the .highest praise that I have ever seen pub- 
listed. You certainly deserve it. I had a 
g:ocd laugh, at your description of the Gover- 
nor of Alabama. The enclosed copy of a 
circular letter sent to the university em- 
ployees indicates that our avtitude is similar 
to yours. Incidentally, on chat occasion we 
collected for Dr. King more than $4,000. 

Affectionately yours, 

J. Neyman. 


August 21 


Portland, Oreo., 

August 17, 1964. 
The Honor able Wayne Morse, 

Senate Offi ce Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you very 
much for your reports. I enjoy receiving 
them, as information contained therein is 
most Interesting; and current with the top- 
ics of the day. 

I want ycu to know that I agree wi th your 
stand concerning imports and the situation 
In the Far East. 

Keep up your good work and with best 
wishes, I an., 

Cord) ally, 


Geo. E. Robinson. 

Oakripce, Oreg., 
August 17, 1964. 

Senator Wafne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Thank you for your report 
of August 12. I agree with you in all you 
say about ;he Tonkin Bay affair and our 
Impossible position in southeast Asia, 

My family and I have left the Republican 
Party. We cannot stomach the double- 
talk, the ncnsense talk, the cynical effron- 
tery to common good sense and the meaning 
of language as shown by theii* front men. 
The citizen’,-! firs), loyalty Is to principles, not 
to party. When a party shows me it has 
abandoned ;ny principles, regardless of how 
they say it, l gladly leave it and look for the 
men that b :st reflect my views. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ben TwircHELL and Family. 


Medford, Orec.., 

„ August 12, 1964. 

The Honorable Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have wanted for 
come time to write and express my support 
O- 3 '<>ur position on our policy in Vietnam, 
and am ashamed of myself for not doing so 
before now. 

You deserve our admiration and gratitude 
for taking what is, unfortunately, a lonely 
Btand.on this matter jmd l applaud your 
courage. I have felt for some time that the 
United States must seem to our allied and 
our adversaries to license herself to inter- 
fere. in a manner which she would not tol- 
erate in others. To put It bluntly, we seem 
tc have a “holier than thou” attitude toward 
other nations which Is, in my opinion, un- 
worthy of us. A double standard should not 
prevail. 

You have, I’m sure, received much adverse 
criticism of your actions and I wanted to 
add t. few words of support 

With warm regards to you and Mrs. Morse. 

Sincerely, 

Marjorf E. Madden. 
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Brow):, N.Y., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wavne Morse: 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Speaking for my 
family, brothers, and sistera alike, thanks. 

Your courags and besi; of all correct stand 
against our country’s sick policy vl:>-a-viz 
southeast Asia wins from us wholehearted 
*nd fully c>mm:tted support. Your vote 
for sanity plus your outspoken voice, is I 
assure you h;ard and deeply felt here in New 
York. Our Senators too long silent will hear 
the people yjt. I urge you not to go along 
with that fr lud that states our people are 
100 percent uehlnd a policy which leads to 
senseless killings. Let those Senators who 
lack the people’s will go along with war in 
Asia and you will see how fast the American 
people will catch up with our policy and 
vote those clowns out into the cold. You 
will no doubt get a lot of hate mail. When 
two men vote against f, tide, they must ex- 
pect to get wet. But stand nonetheless, 
for in. the sun they will dry and the lies will 
as always sink back into the sea. Hit. back 
with the hnid truth, they print very little 
of what you lay, that’s a sign of their weak- 
ness. I wou.d deeply appreciate being on 
your mailing list. Once more thanks from 
the hundreds of your supporters some silent 
some not. ^Iso thank-j from your opposi- 
tion for they and we are still here breathing 
very heavily. 

Yours f or pe ice, 

Harold Carlson. 

Dear 'Senator Morse: It is comforting to 
know we have at least one Senator who is 
courageous aid calls things as he sees them 
even If his views aren’t popular. 

Thank you, Senator. 

Mrs. Wdj. Calmas. 

Lake Worth, Fla., 

August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne M orse. 

U.S Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Mokee: The people of 
Oregon are to ee admired for electing to offleo um. our ai 


Congratulations on your courageous, out- 
spoken stand with regard to our recent Viet- 
nam crisis. .[ am in total agreement with 
your position 

Respectfully yours. 

Ida R. Feitelberg. 

Kettering, Ohio, 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations and 
thanks for your courageous stand on the 
Vietnam action and Senate resolution. 

I had Just finished your article on Vietnam 
in the Progressive and was especially pleased 
to find your position completely consistent 
with the attitudes expressed In the article. 

Your attitude that the United States can- 
not be a moral force in the world today un- 
less we act In a moral manner appears to 
be in a decided minority. 

Perhaps this note will offer some little en- 
couragement that not all Americans have 
lost their desire for Justice. 

Very truly yours, 

Ray A. Van Horn. 

Chicago Area Committee on Sane 
Nuclear Policy, 

Chicago, III., August 10, 1964. 
Senator Wayn;s Morse, 

Senate office Building. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We want to express 
our deep respect and admiration to you for 
your principled stand opposing the congres- 
sional resolution on Vietnam giving President 
Johnson extraordinary jpowers. We recog- 
nize the steadfast courage required in that 
moment of hys terical, unthinking patriotism. 

You have reason to be proud of your posi- 
tion. We, of course, are very, very proud of 
you. 

Respectfully, 

Morton W. Ryweck, 

Executive Director. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

May 24, 1963. 

Dear Colleague: This is in connection 
with the current developments In the South, 
including the arrests of large numbers of 
youngsters, their suspension or dismissal 
from schools, the tricks used to prevent Ne- 
groes from voting, and the prospect of the 
Governor of a State personally barring a few 
Negro students from a university entrance 
These developments appear disgusting to us 
and we feel compelled to do something about 
them. 

We wish to contribute money to help the 
young generation of Negroes in their 
struggle to attain the status of citizens of 
the United States of America. To take care 
of bonds, legal expenses and the many other 
expenses inevitably involved they must have 
money— much more money than can come 
from their own community. If you are in 
sympathy, we ask you to contribute by send- 
ing your check to J. Neyman, 212 Amherst 
Avenue, Berkeley, Calif. 

Your check should be made payable to: 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(M. L. King’s organization). 

Yours sincerely, 

David Blackwell, Owen Chamberlain, 
Milton Chernin, Luolen Le Cam, Ben- 
son Mate:;, J. Neyman, Herbert Rob- 
bins, R.M Robinson, E.L. Scott, Ken- 
neth Stampp, George Stewart.’ 

Larchmont, N.Y., 

__ w July 9, 1964. 

jjear Mr. Morse: Probably you receive a 
lot of correspondence and. therefore I only 
write you a short note to tell you that I ad- 
mire your courage and stand up to protest 
against the attack of U.S. forces against 
North Vietnam. I know It was in retalia- 
tion of the shooting in the Gulf of Tonkin 
humour attack went much too far and might 


very .serious consequences. 
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My wife joins me In telling you that we 
fully agree with your standpoint. Such a 
pity we cannot vote for you. 

Yours very truly, 

M. Sluis. 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Senator: You and Senator 
Gruening deserve the grateful plaudit of 
those Americans who question the wisdom of 
our actions in Vietnam— past and present. 

One can only wish that there were more 
men In the Senate who shared with you the 
conviction, and the courage to express it, 
that our course Is wrong no matter how one 
looks at it— and that we must work for a 
negotiated settlement sooner rather than 
later. 

Very truly yours, 

Hope Shapiro. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We have Just read 
your article In the progressive and heard 
of your speech In the Senate on the “support 
the President” resolution. 

We would like to express our wholehearted 
•support for your views in hoth Instances, 
Please consider this a support of Senator 
Gruening also, 

Sincerely, 

Warren Levinson, M.D. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I am In full agreement with the 
stand you have taken in regard to our posi- 
tion in southeast Asia, and deeply respect 
your courage and Integrity. I have written 
to Senators Kuchel and Fulbright to con- 
vey to them my feelings, and have urged that 
they also support the stand you have taken. 
If the Government is truly the voice of the 
people, then let the people be heard. Actions 
speak louder than words. Let our Govern- 
ment take some positive action In favor of a 
reduction of war, not an escalation of war. 

I would feel a much greater pride in my 
Government if collectively it posesssed the 
same high degree of integrity that you do. 
Thank you, for giving me something to be 
proud of. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nancy E. Ruhl. 

Los Angeles,, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing because 
I like your views on Vietnam. From other 
things I have read, people I have talked to. 
and from other things the United States has 
done in foreign countries, I am Inclined to 
agree with you. If you were not telling 
what you thought was the truth I could not 
see .any motive for it — It probably Is an un- 
, popular move to take — thus I am proud of 
you, and think you must have some informa- 
tion that the newspapers do not generally 
say. If you or your secretary have time, 
could you please inform me a little of this 
information? (Bad sentence structure but 
you aren’t my English teacher) or tell me 
. your source? 

... Thank you very much. 

A registered voter, 

Patricia Silbert. 

San Jose, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse: It made me 
feel proud that there was one Member In the 
Congress who stood up and said that we (the 
United States) 'also were guilty of aggression 
In the Vietnam conflict. 
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Not all Americans feel that this Is the way 
to have peace and not all Americans are 
100 percent solidly behind the President In 
this venture. 

I want to congratulate you on your cour- 
age to say what you did, because I am not 
proud to be an American today. Keep up 
your courage and speak out loud and strong 
always, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Ann Radu. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. _ 

Honorable Senator: In behalf of over 2,000 
members of the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural 
and Fraternal Clubs, we wish to convey to 
you our heartfelt appreciation and full 
endorsement on your stand In southeast 
Asia. We fully endorse your statement 
“The United States has much to lose and 
little to gain by continuing its unilateral 
military action in southeast Asia, unsanc- 
tioned by the United Nations and unaccom- 
panied by allies.” 

We wish to add that your voice for peace 
will well be remembered in this country, 
and echoed throughout the world, bringing 
new hope to those living under guns now, 
and those who still hope for a peaceful solu- 
tion of problems through the use of the 
United Nations instead of bombs and de- 
stroyers. 

We wish you good health and a long life, 
so that, you may continue in your fight for 
life and happiness for us and for the world. 

Respectfully yours, 

* Nathan Garfield, 

President. 

Sarah Gilbert, 

Secretary. 


ST. Petersburg, Fla., 

August 8, 1964. 

The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: In order not to take 
up too much of your valuable time I shall 
be brief. 

This Is to thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for having a Senator like you in 
our troubled country, I am, of course, re- 
ferring to your courageous stand in the 
North Vietnam matter. But there were nu- 
merous other occasions on which you showed 
an attitude that inspired us with confidence 
in the future of the United States. Inci- 
dentally I had the privilege to hear your 
heart-to-heart talk on the preservation of 
our natural resources. 

May God give you strength to carry on 
your noble cause unflinchingly. I pray that 
more of our representatives will be enlight- 
ened and talk and act accordingly, so that 
the name of our country will not go down in 
shame in history. 

Please do not, bother to answer this letter. 

I hold you In great admiration and esteem, 
dear Senator. 

Sincerely, 

Otto Hoke, M.D. 

Elk River, Minn., 

August 10, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to commend 
you for your stand on the Vetnam situation, 
not only for your vote against giving the 
President unlimited powers to wage war, but 
on your stand on this thing all along. In 
the face of almost unanimous opposition by 
members of both parties, your stand is sim- 
ply heroic. 
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and I predict that it will not be long in 
coming, both you and Senator Gruening will 
stand out as the only true statesmen in the 
U.S. Senate. I am sending a carbon copy of 
this letter to Senator Gruening and In- 
forming the President, through Ralph Dun- 
gan, of my sentiments in the Vietnam af- 
fair and my praise of you and Senator 
Gruening. 

With kind regards to both you and Sena- 
tor Gruening. 

Beryl M. Sederberg. 

Mamaroneck, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
brave position on the current Vietnam crisis. 
As a mother of three young girls, I worry 
about the world — if there will be a world— 
that they will grow up into. Thank you for 
them. The alternatives of a military ap- 
proach seem to be: one, either a long, costly, 
futile -war with a dreadful loss of life and 
suffering, or two, esclatton into a major 
war igniting World War III. 

It seems to me, at this point thi only sane 
solution is to reconvene the Geneva Confer- 
ence with the United States and China pari 
ticlpating, and to redefine the meaning of 
neutralization of southeast Asia. In addi- 
tion, new guarantees — perhaps a United Na- 
tion’s observer force— should be worked out 
to Implement agreements. 

I would be most grateful for a copy of the 
complete statement you made yesterday. 
Again, my heartfelt .thanks — 

Sincerely, 

Wesley Stromberg. 

p.S. — I have also written the President of 
my deep concern. 

Exeter, N.H., 

August 6,1964 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: As an admirer of 
the late Bob LaFollet/te, I am very Interested 
in the ways you have sought to carry on his 
tradition. Today I am concerned about the 
situation in southeast Asia. 

The New York Times reported on August 6, 
1964, page 8, that you told the Senate that 
South Vietnamese naval vessels bombarded 
two North Vietnamese islands within 3 to 6 
miles of the North Vietnam coast before the 
attacks on the U.S. destroyers. It reported 
that you said that U.S. naval vessels were 
patrolling nearby during the attack. It said 
that you cited newspaper reports as your 
source. 

I have not seen such newspaper reports, 
but I would greatly appreciate it if you could 
direct me to your source. 

Please send me any information you can. 
We must know the truth. 

Best wishes, 

Eugene A. Manning. 

Honorable (I mean that) Sir: Thank you 
for having the only sane voice on the south- 
east Asia question. 

Would it be possible to have copies Qf your 
remarks of the last few days? 

Respectfully, 

H. J. Oettinger. 


Mount Lawley, W.A., Australia, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Just a note to say how much 
you are admired for your statement regard- 
ing the action in North Vietnam. I am very 
proud to be an American when you are in 
the Senate— when anyone can speak the 
truth. 

It is very difficult to decide what action the 
Nation should take, but It must not ration- 
alize, It must be aware of the truth In de- 

0 
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torminlng the course to take. How quickly 
forgotten Is the reaction to Russian forces In 
Cuba— further from the United States than 
the Navy Is from North V etnam. 

As long as you keep your mind and spirit 
open, act and speak the .ruth, you will be 
performing your highest function as a man. 

Sincerely, 

Map, co McClintock. 

Saratoga, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : Please accept my ex- 
pression of appreciation fo • your courage and 
integrity in the Senate de >ate on the Presi- 
dent's proposed resolution over Vietnam. It 
is regret table that you have to carry this 
heavy load almost alone, but your record 
indicates that you will no. be easily swayed 
from what you believe to lie true. 

Cordially yours, 

Harry Margolis. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., ' 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you so much 
for your strong and clear statement on the 
real Issues involved in the Vietnam crisis. 
Rather than blindly following the rallying 
call for swift "counter-aggression to preserve 
peace,” you emphasized the basic issues of 
World peace and morality. Also, you brought 
to the attention of the American people the 
fact that -quite possibly we helped to provoke 
the whole recent incident by stationing our 
Navy's boats as a cover for 3outh Vietnamese 
naval raids on the North Vietnamese coast. 
Tills thought puts the while situation in a 
very different perspective. 

Americans everywhere should be grateful 
for your courage In revealing the truth to 
the world and bringing out the necessity for 
peace and negotiation instead of simply go- 
ing along with majority opl don. 

Sincerely yours, 

Laurie Afpell. 

Bronx, N.y., 

August 11, 1964. 

Tear Senator Morse: We are glad that you 
had the courage and wisdom to vote against 
the joint congressional resolution giving the 
President power to take “all necessary meas- 
ures to repel attack and prevent aggression 
In southeast Asia.” We have been heartened 
by your stand against further Involvement 
there and in support of our getting out of 
, southeast Asia. 

1 We believe we can better stop communism 
by making democracy work even better in 
■this country, and by offering technical as- 
sistance to the underdeveloped countries 
■through such agencies as the United Nations 
and the Peace Corps. Let us always seek to 
remove the causes of war and build the 
framework of peace. Thauk you for your 
efforts. 
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Yours truly, 


Mrs. Virginia Isecke. 
William Isecke. 
John Isecke. 


August 11. 1964. 

Dear Senator Mouse: This clipping ap- 
peared In the Atlanta Journal today. This 
newspaper does not speak for the white citi- 
zens of Atlanta. 

As for myself— keep up the; good work. I 
agree with you 100 percent. 

Carl Amerson, 

A White Democrat for Goldwater. . 

P-S- — It - ook a stupid jerk to write some- 
thing like this: 

[Prom the Atlanta Journal, August 1964] 
Mouse on Vietnam 

Oregon is a. far a:ad distRiit place from 
where we sit and we are not qualified to 
assess the streak of madness In that State 
which keeps Wayne Morse in the Senate. 

While tie country rushed out a strong 
support for President Johnson in the retalia- 
tory air strikes against North Vietnam, Sena- 
tor Morse 1 ad other sentiment e. 

He rounc ly damned the President for his 
stand and i. creamed to high Heaven because 
of a resolution in Congress to back the 
President. 

In his tirade he charged that the United 
States had been Just as much a provocateur 
in South Vietnam as had North Vietnam; 
that this country had violated the United 
Nations Charter and the Geneva accord; and 
that a U.S, policy of trying to impose a 
government of its own choosing "upon a seg- 
ment of the old colony of Indoc h:.na has 
caught up with us." 

The Senator makes, no comment on the 
desperate need for the war in South Vietnam 
to be won: Defeat ultimately means the loss 
of southeast Asia to the Reds. 

We can’t explain the madness In Oregon 
-which sends Mr. Morse to the Senate but we 
think we know what is: wrong with the man's 
thinking. We recall it has been said that the 
poor fellow literally was kicked In the head 
by a horse w hen he war. young. 

Tracy, Calif.. 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Watne Morse, 

Senate Offic. ’. Building, 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Senator Morsi:: I wish to ths.:nk you 
for your courageous stand on opposing Presi- 
dent Johnson’s reprisal activities in Vietnam. 

I also commend your public statement of 
opposition hi U.S. intervention in South Viet- 
nam as it appeared in the article “Humpty 
Dumpty in Vietnam” in the August 1964, 
Progressive. Such sincere opposition to the 
administration's foreign policy cannot but 
help to guide public opinion to a saner view 
of U.S. involvement. 


Sincei ely, 


Naomi Rippin. 

Wichita, Kans., 

August 12, 1964. 

Ho*. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morsis: As a longtime ad- 
mirer of yours I want to express to you my 
appreciation for your courageous opposition 
to the recent congressional resolution sup- 
porting Pres dent Johnson’s policy in south- 
east Asia. Sadly I must confess that I am 
appallingly ignorant of the real situa tion in 
that part of the world, and this in spite of 
the fact that I read the Sunday edition of 
the New York Times religiously. Would you 
kindly send me i. copy of your remarks on 
this issue? 

Once again let me say that the people of 
this country can be grateful for men such 
as you in th > U.S. Senate. When I se.w you 
Interviewed on television last week, I re- 
marked to inf wife, “He is like one of Cicero’s 
‘conscript fafhera.' There. Is something Ro- 
man and stoic In his integrity." 

Slncen >ly, 


Modesto, Calif., 

August 13, 1964. 

(Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing to con- 
Eiratulate you on your courageous stand 
against the Johnson administration In its 
conduct of the war in Vietnam. 

I heard your speech. on TV and thought 
that your analysis of the problem there to 
be superb, i.e. (We are trying to solve an 
economic and political problem by exclu- 
sively military means.) 

I hope you continue your fight for sanity 
In the conduct of our foreign affairs. 
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Champaign, III., 

August 10, 1964. 

My Dear Senator Morse : It requires great 
moral courage to stand alone against an 
emotion swept crowd or to adopt an unpopu- 
lar stand. 

Years ago, one of the first “modernistic” 
paintings I ever saw was entitled “The Brave 
Are Lonely." It made quite an impression 
on me. 

Because lam afraid that Just now you may 
be feeling lonely and somewhat like the 
small boy who said, "Nobody loves me; I'm 
going out in the garden and eat worms,” I 
am writing this to say that I think you are 
right about Vietnam, and I wish your sug- 
gested policy would be adopted. 

I think the Republicans are advocating all 
these reckless "get tough" policies purposely 
to try to get us into war while the Democrats 
are In power so they can again pin the label 
"war party” on us. 

Good luck and more power to you. 

An Illinois admirer and supporter, 
Dorothy C. Wellcoxen. 

Devils Lake, N. Dak., 

August 9, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express my 
appreciation of your efforts in the behalf of 
the policy In 'Vietnam. There are other Sena- 
tors who were elected because of their liberal 
policies in regard to peace, and In support of 
taking our diiSculties to the United Nations 
who have kept silent. 

I don’t know why they are silent. Perhaps 
it is that they know the power of our war 
machine — they want mere missile bases and 
so forth — they’re afraid of unpopular 
action — worried about their bread and butter. 
Thanks, and more power to you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Lillian Lee. 

African Studies Center, UCLA, 

Los Angeles Calif., August 12, 1964. 
President Lynoon B. Johnson, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: As best as I have 
been able to piece together a picture of 
events in Vietnam from various American 
and European news media, I have come to 
the conclusion that the South Vietnam gov- 
ernment is not being threatened primarily 
by external agression, but rather by internal 
civil war which is being carried out by people 
v/ho have legitimate political grievances and 
who have social, economic, and political a.img 
which could be (though which would not 
necessarily bei beneficial to the people of 
Vietnam as a whole. 

I strongly support the minority (at pres- 
ent) position of Senators Morse and Grtjen- 
ing that the United States should disengage 
itself from Vietnam as soon as possible. 
Respectfully yours, 

Paul Newman, 

Peace Corps Volunteer in Nigeria, 1961-63. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to com- 
mend you on your courageous stand on the 
Vietnam crisis in Congress. It Is extremely 
important that this mess be straightened out 
as soon as possible in order to insure a se- 
cure peace in the world and to ease tension 
that Is gaining momentum In our world. 

I am with you all the way — keep up the 
good work. 

Sincerely yours, 

Myra Coodley. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to commend 
and thank you for your vote on the Vietnam 


lution. Your firm stand on this issue 
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from the beginning has been one of high 
principle and courage— qualities which the 
vote showed have become almost nonexistent 
in our elected representatives. 

Be assured that you have a great body of 
opinion behind you— far beyond that re- 
flected by the vote. Tragically, it is largely 
silent. May we hope that your voice of lead- 
• ership will loosen these fearful, silent voices. 
Sincerely yours, ' 

MrB. C. H. Dorsey. 

Washington, D.C., 

August 12, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I appreciate your firm 
stand on Vietnam and am in complete agree- 
ment with you. I am taking the time to say 
so because courage is a lonely road. 

Our policy in Vietnam is Immoral and I 
have written the President to say so. 

Very truly yours, 

LOLA BOSWELL. 

Ukiah, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: It seems safe to assume that you 
are receiving quite a few outraged letters 
from Indignant "patriots”; therefore I feel 
that those who admire your lonely and cour- 
ageous stand should not be silent. 

I suppose the world will not change until 
a sufficient number of people attain to a level 
of consciousness where they can see and not 
feel threatened by an opponent’s point of 
view and where they can discard self-right- 
eous rationalizations of their own motives. 
It would be truly inspiring to see our own 
country lead the way toward that new ma- 

tU In \he meantime we owe a debt of grati- 
tude to lonely voices like yours for opposing 
a resolution to give one man the power to 
dispose over 190 million lives. 

May you long keep your role as a Senate 
gadfly, ready to puncture self-righteousness, 
emugness, complacency and that national 
pride which has been the cause of all wars 
throughout history. 

Very truly yours, 

Gertrude Roberts. 

Downsview, Ontario. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: My husband and I, a TJ.S. citizen 
now resident In Canada, support and approve 
your views re U.S. Interference in foreign 
matters — specifically, Vietnam. 

Cheers for your courage to express your 
convictions. _ 

Sincerely yours, 

Jean Papernick. 

Beverley Hills, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

The Honorable Senator Wayne Morse, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am 21, a senior in 
political science, and campaign coordinator 
of the San Fernando Valley State College 
Young Democrats Club. 

Please be reassured that you have the un- 
daunted support and respect of this unin- 
- tlmldated writer. I still refuse to believe 
that the presence of our military in southeast 
Asia will do anything but perpetuate an un- 
popular and worthless war which we have no 
business participating in. 

Our politicians have proposed everything 
except ending our part in this war. Many 
others herewith join me in imploring you to 


continue your fight against this wanton 
warmongering. 

Sincerely wishing you my best regards, 
Alan M. Goldsmith. 

San Jose, Calif., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: Fifty years ago this month 
the arrogant, power-drunk rulers of Europe 
plunged the world Into war. The untold 
destruction, death, misery and the reper- 
cussions are yet with us. 

Revolutions swept the world, old dynasties 
disappeared, social, political, moral collapse. 

It was a terrible thing they did in August 
1914. 

They were the extremists of their time, the 
Jingoists. The people wanted peace. They, 
the rulers, spoke of national pride and posi- 
tion etc., Just as now. 

We must tell the people the whole trutn. 
Senator. 

More later. 

Respectfully, 

John Seidl. 

The University of Chicago, 

Chicago, 111., August 13, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to ex- 
press my sympathy and complete agreement 
with your stand on the recent Vietnamese 
crisis. It is a pleasure to see one voice in. 
the Senate symbolizing the courage and con- 
viction necessary to express an objective view 
of this situation. 

Please, again, accept my congratulations. 

Respectfully yours, 

Matthew H. Nitecki, 

Curator. 


Los Altos, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse : This is not a letter from 
a professional letterwriter, In fact, I have 
never written a letter to the editor, the 
President or any public official, but I feel 
that the time has come that I must Join you 
in speaking one’s mind and to let you know 
that you’re not alone in this and many other 
unpopular 'causes * * * there have been 
many times before this when I thought I 
should write to recommend you for your ac- 
tions. But it seems there is a noisy minority 
that sounds like a majority until an In- 
dividual like myself feels that perhaps he is 
all alone • • * maybe Just a crank, but I 
feel that my rejection of President Johnson’s 
action is Justified. 

To begin with, I tried on several occasions 
to hear on the radio what it was you said, 
in full, but I have only been given short 
lines, but never your full comment. It seems 
that the American press should see to it that 
when a minority opinion is expressed, they 
should take care to see, at least, that minority 
opinion Is given a full report so that people 
may see both sides of an issue to draw an 
opinion. If both Houses of Congress give 
unanimous support to Johnson, I hope they 
had more Information that I have been able 
to glean from my local newspapers. The 
facts I don’t know are: 

1. What were the American destroyers do- 
ing in that area? I’m willing to accept that 
American merchant ships may go wherever 
their business takes them into any interna- 
tional waters, and that men-of-war may go 
With them if they have been attacked in the 
normal process of their business, but I can- 
not accept that ships of war may go wher- 
ever they please. It seems that their moves 


should be controlled by the discretion of 
what is the state of apprehension they may 
cause, the tensions of any given area and 
what their appearance might cause. I be- 
lieve that if 3 to 12 miles is the limit of 
commercial boats, then perhaps we should 
have 300 to 400 miles for the modern ships- 
of-war with missiles, etc. 

2. Just exactly where were those ships 
when attacked? I would like to see on a true 
scale map Just exactly where they were so 
that It overcomes these rough drawings that 
show a ship that is 60 miles long sitting inno- 
cently in the center of a bay only 140 miles 
wide. 

3. How and why did we arrive at a deci- 

sion to send those ships in that area? Did it 
have anything to do with Khanh’s agitation 
to Invade the North? It has always appeared 
to me that Syngman Rhee agitated the North 
into an attack on the South especially after 
he had received Dulles' unqualified sup- 
port • * • it is also worthwhile to note that 
Rhee had lost, or his party had lost, the elec- 
tions about 3 or 4 weeks before the fight 
had broken out. „ ^ . 

4. Was President Johnson being motivated 
by the Goldwater attack on the administra- 
tion as “being too soft,” with the net affect 
that Johnson becomes too tough * * * he 
certainly took the wind out of Goldwater’s 
sails by that blast. 

5. Was it necessary to make 63 sorties? 

It seems that it would have been bad enough 
to have destroyed two PT boats for having the 
insolence of making a pass at a destroyer. 
Who cares if they want to say we are a “paper 
tiger.” We know What we are * * * or do 
we? It seems that we are trying to prove 
something else. I surely wish I. knew what 
it was. 

6. How many lives were destroyed by our 
bombs? No estimates were given. Neither 
have I read of any reports of it * • * other 
than American, I mean. (This reminds me 
of when Britain bombed Egypt: all I can ever 
remember reading was all the military instal- 
lations being destroyed but apparently with- 
out any casualties.) 

7. Is there any similarity between what 
the Japanese Army and Navy and government 
leaders did to the Japanese people? They 
created situations which the Japanese Diet 
nearly overwhelmingly approved. Then a new 
situation, and then another until in the 
mounting crisis all opposition had to be re- 
moved so that before they entered into an 
all-out war, they had a rubberstamp Diet. 

8. Why is it that the military, or the CIA, 
or the State Department or somewhere along 
the line there seems to be either bad coordi- 
nation or duplicity? I can’t help but think 
of the U-2 incident. It was very untimely 
fro m 'TT i y ‘ pcfrtt of view • * * but perhaps 
not to someone else's. Has anyone ever un- 
covered the facts as to who gave the order 
for Powers to fly during that period? Every- 
one knew that large risks were taken (out- 
side of the moral question) then why did they 
allow him or order him to fly when Elsen- 
hower was going to the summit meeting 
which we are still yet avoiding. I sometimes 
wonder if this wasn’t deliberate planning 
along the line somewhere because it did 
avoid a summit even yet. 

Please excuse all these questions, but I 
would surely like to be Informed a3 to what 
goes. I Just don’t feel that I’m getting all 
the facts because things Just don’t make 
sense. Could you help by directing me to 
the right sources to read so that I might be 
a better informed citizen? If they are not 
available to the public, then surely a con- 
gressional Committee should undertake the 
Job of putting together the facts. I’m really 
serious about tills question • • • I’m like 
Will Rogers: “I only know what I read In the 
newspapers.” 
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You may not agree with some of the an- 
swers I propose, taut i ntil I can get better 
facts, I can only surmise. Nevertheless, I 
still want to say that compare you with a 
few of those brave souls in this world who 
are willing to stand up ind be counted * • • 
.like those rare few who stood up against 
Hitler, the Japanese police, Stalin and his 
forces of security. May. God bless you and 
your kind. 

Very sincerely, 

Harold H. Alls is. 

P.S. — I had really planned to get involved 
in politics this year because I feel that Gold- 
water has alerted me to how far we "have 
drifted, so that now, oven the John Birch 
Society has become acceptable. But John- 
son's excessive action has really confused me. 
If this is the kind of action I wanted, I would 
vote lor Goldwater. Please don’t let the 
Democrats be a “me too — but better” propo- 
sition. Stand for the di -ect opposite of Gold- 
Water and give the American people a chance 
to vote on something. Johnson’s action 
causes me to fear the worst: Perhaps Gold- 
water has a better grasp of the American 
voters mind, fears, and prejudice than I do. 
Maybe I am just a crank or a nonconformist 
or just a fuzzyheaded idealist or maybe a 
part of all these things, but I do hope I have 
the chance to vote on the inward feelings 
I have about civil rights and f&irplay at home 
and abroad. I pray that the Democrats might 
provide that this year. 

Lemqnt, III., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.O. 

Dear SHnator Morse: Although I have 
already wired you two congratulatory mes- 
sages after having seen you on television 
and admired your courageous stand, I am 
adding further heartfeit gratitude to you 
here. 

I hope you can spare a moment to read 
the enclosed copy , my letter to the Port- 
land Oregonian editor. I have sent a copy 
of a similar letter to the Chicago Tribune to 
Senators Fulbright and Douglas. 

Gratefully yours, 

Mary Phillips, 

Lemont, III., 

August 7, 1964. 

Editor, 

The Peoples Own Corner, s 

Portland Oregonian, 

Portland, Oreg. 

Sir: A widely quoted observation that 
“Truth is the first casualty of war,” should 
b ave been pondered by c ur Government and 
a thorough Investigation made to determine 
whether it was North o: South Vietnamese 
forces which attacked cur naval vessels in 
the Tonkin Gulf. 

Seymour Topping ' reported from Saigon 
(Chicago’s American, August 5), that 
rumors of a coup d'etat were circulating 
there: “U.S. officials were concerned about 
the political deterioration in Saigon. Un- 
rest in the capital was attributed more to a 
clash of rival political and military person- 
alities than to pressure from Communist 
Vletcong insurgents.” 

In recent weeks numerous reports have 
come from Vietnam that high placed mili- 
tary and political leaders were hostile to 
Khanh and wanted to get rid of him. Is 
It not possible that one of these factions 
might have plotted the attack on the Mad- 
dox in the hope that an expanded war would 
result and that the added turmoil would 
help them to unseat K lanh? Or on the 
other hand, Khanh himself might have been 
the perpetrator of the crime in the belief 
that expanded war would help him to hold 

OIL 

There are so many possibilities that we 
were misinformed, I consider it a tragic error 
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that wc did not hold our Are. Both sides 
should have been heard in the United Na- 
tions Security Council before we opened 
Are. 

I am deeply grateful for the courageous 
stand of the Honorable Senator from 
Oregon, Wayne Morse, against expansion of 
the war, I congratulate all Oregonians on 
their election of this great statesman. We 
need more like him. 

Very sincerely yours. 

Mary Phillips. 

Lakeside, Ohio, 

August 7, 1964. 

Whereas we have for seme time viewed 
with deep concern the increasing involve- 
ment of American troops in the v/ar in Viet- 
nam; ard 

Whereas we feel that the expansion of 
Communist influence in this area is being 
abetted rather than curbed by the present 
military action; and 

Whereas we are convinced that the crisis 
in this area must ultimately tie resolved 
around he conference table: 

There! ore, we Unitarlan-Uoiversallsts 
whose r ameti appear below and who are 
attending the Ohlo-Meadville District's Sum- 
mer Institute at Lakeside, Ohio, respectfully 
urge ou* Congressmen to do all. In their 
pow'er: ( 1 ) tc prevent the further escalation 
of the military action in Vietnam and south- 
east Ash, and (2) to seek means of settling 
this crisis by means of conference. 

Clarence Hunter, Worthington, Ohio. 
Hannah Gall, Erie, Pa. 

Carole Kirby, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Keith L. Smith, Charleston, W. Va. 

It. F. I’inston, Worthington, Ohio 
Wave 1 ,. Hu liter. Worthing-on, Ohio. 

Lucy Ferry Buchanan, Columbus, Ohio. 
Rich ar 1 S. Gilbert, Charleston, W. Va. 

Hans C. Hoornstra, Cleveland, Ohio. 

David !>. Gifford, Columbus, Ohio. 

Bonita M. Post, Cleveland, Ohio, 

Dorothy K. Gifford, Columbus, Ohio. 

Ruth C. Achenbaoh, Coluirbus, Ohio. 

Alice Mae Richards, Akron, Ohio. 

Helen H. Dick, Belpre, Ohio. 

Nancy C. Taylor, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mary S Iverman, Berea, Ohio. 

Victor i Silverman, Berea, Ohio. 

Lyman Achenbach, Columbus, Ohio. 

Fay P. Hoornstra, Cleveland, Ohic. 

Dorothea A. Strong, Allison Pari- pa 
Marion Henry. Er;:e, Pa. 

Donna Childers, Columbus, Ohio. 

Anna Carolyn Veith, Westlake, Ohio. 

Carol F. Schultz, Vienna, Ohio. 

John A Childers, Columbu3, Ohio. 

Ben KJ Ichn, Ken-;, Ohio. 

Barbarf Stark, Tipton, Ga. 

Kenneth S. Stark, Tipton, Ga. 

Robert C. Shepard, Stow, Ohio. 

Patricia S. Bleber, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dorothy M. Austin, Bay Village, Ohio. 
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„ t . August J 1,1964. 

Senator VI ayni: Morse, 

Senate Oflce Building, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Si: i : I would like to voice my support 
for your i tand taken recently in opposition 
to increased U.S. military action in southeast 
Asia. 

It is becoming more and more apparent 
that the United States is headed toward a 
policy of ■ejecting negotiation and the only 
sensible answer to the problems of southeast • 
Asia, neutralization of the entire area. It 
seems we would rather spend enormous sums 
of money on military operations under the 
banner of “victory in South Vietnam” but 
whose efforts result only in more bodies 
strewn about the South Vietnam countryside 
and whose ultimate result may be another 
Korea, In i much more explosive Internation- 
al atmosphere. 

The U.S. cannot go on equating neutraliza- 
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tlon of southeast Asia with loss of the area 
to the Communists. This attitude completely 
eliminates the possibility of a lasting and 
peaceful answer to southeast Asia’s problems. 

It is my opinion that the only answer to 
the conflict in Vietnam is a plan such as 
that favored in most European countries, 
that Is neutralization not only of Vietnam 
but of the entire southeast Asia area. Surely 
all parties involved could reach some sort of 
acceptable agreement if the United States 
would put its support behind such a proposal. 
I sincerely- hope you. will continue your ef- 
forts to push our southeast Asian policy In 
a more sensible direction. 

Sincerely, 

William Dombrowski. 

Napa, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Bless you. Just 
when I am about to give up on the integrity 
of our country’s pcBture in this troubled 
world your clear voice rings out and restores 
some of the national self-respect I keep los- 
ing. 

Not that I have much hope. Why must we 
always wage peace v/lth our friends rather 
than our adversaries? My father used to 
quote some one who said “As effective as to 
strike the sky with a rod of smoke.” Ameri- 
can citizens owe you a heavy debt of grati- 
tude for your always forthright devotion to 
truth for tie truth’s sake. 

Sincerely, 

Louise Schulze. 

Atlanta, Ga., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Although we are not 
residents of your home State of Oregon my 
wife and I would like to extend to you our 
very deep appreciation for your courage in 
speaking out so forthrightly In the present 
crisis concerning southeast Asia. Your voice 
has been among the few that have been 
raised against our highly dangerous policy 
that appears to be leading towards full scale 
war. Especially dreadful In the situation is 
the administration’s tendency to cope with 
the Gold#ater problem by giving in to just 
a little bit of Goldwaterism in foreign policy. 
President Johnson, even if he would wish to, 
is not likely, to win a contest with the Re- 
publican candidate as to who can adopt a 
more belligerent stance. The shame of it is 
that there Is good reason to believe that our 
unilateral commitments in Vietnam are dis- 
tinctly unpcpular and that the country really 
would lister, to an approach geared to find- 
ing a peaceful solution to the conflict. In 
any event it is most encouraging to know 
that some Members of the Senate are exert- 
ing leadership In leading us to deal with this 
problem In rational, constructive terms. 

I would very appreciate your having sent 
on to us available copies of some of your 
recent Senate statements dealing with the 
Vietnam problem. 

With many thanks for your brave efforts 
for peace. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert Shapiro. 

Frederick, Md., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : Your position on the 
activities of the U.S. military in South Viet- 
nam, as I understand It from TV newscasts, 
is that the U.S. military should not be there; 
that the United States is committing military- 
provocation In a situation which is economic 
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and political. You would have the United 

States get out of Vietnam. 

The argument for U.S. action In Vietnam 
is based on the assumption (presumption?) 
of military activity in South Vietnam on the 
part of North Vietnam. I do not know if the 
“Vietcong” are South Vietnamese rebels or 
are North Vietnamese; whether the North 
Vietnamese inspired a rebellion In the lower 
country by sending in "subversives” or or- 
ganized and/or staffed rebel forces or neither 
of these; whether or not the people, the 
"peasants," of South Vietnam favor the Sai- 
gon or local governments and system or favor 
Communist control. 

I do not know how to judge the Vietnamese 
situation because I do not know the facts. 

I have only news reports and commentators 
views to go on. Your views, I feel, are based 
not on anti-Communist prejudgment, but on 
interpretation of facts and rights of nations 
and peoples. 

I ask you to supply me, if convenient, with 
the salient facts On the Vietnam problem or 
to tell me where I might find them. 

I request this Information not as a con- 
stituent, but as an American concerned with 
U.S. foreign policy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert W. Butler. 

Richmond, Va., 

< August 5, 1964. 
Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your office has a 
request for the pages from Congressional 
Record containing your remarks concerning 
your efforts to reduce current foreign aid ap- 
propriations. But I now must make another 
request. Will you see that I get for my 
private library, the pages of the Record con- 
taining the remarks you will make tomorrow 
about the ■■Resolution” on this Vietnam 
(North) action we are fooling with, so very 
far out of U.N. charter. 

Thanking you very much for your kind- 
kindness, I am, 

Rcspcctf \illy f 

Lester H. Kyle, 

Lieutenant Colonel, A.U.S. (Retired) . 

Washington, D.C. 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C . „ , 

Dear Senator Morse: Although I do not 
believe I agree with your point of view on 
our Involvement in southeast Asia, I cannot 
help but agree that our presence Inside a 
bay surrounded by CommuniBt controlled 
countries was provoking (one needs only to 
think of our response to the Cuban threat 
and Cuba Is not in the Gulf of Mexico, but 
more than 90 miles out to sea toward the 
ocean) . Be that as it may, I would like to 
congratulate you for your courage in pre- 
senting dissenting views to our national 
policy at a time when It Is most difficult. 

If your office has copies of your speeches 
on Vietnam readily available, my wife and 
I would like very much to receive copies of 
the same. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael B. Dantz. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

' Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : It is reassuring to 
"'hie to know that we have at least one voice 
of reason in the Government today. I 
greatly admire the stand that you have taken 
In current issues both on national and Inter- 
national affairs, and especially on the latest 
crises concerning North Vietnam. 


Each day I become more alarmed and 
frightened by the actions and attitudes of 
our leaders In the Government. We live in 
such perilous times and yet it seems that 
people are motivated more and more by their 
own political futures. 

I have great admiration for the 6tand 
that you take because I believe that you are 
one of the very few persons in the Govern- 
ment who speaks for sanity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gladys M. Barr. 

Mount Hollywood 
Congregational Church, 

Los Angeles, Calif., August 10,1964. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. . . . 

Dear Mr. Johnson: We are troubled about 
the bombing of Vietnam. The fact that we 
are right, in a strict Interpretation of inter- 
national law, makes us no less troubled. 
We think the central fact Is, our country 
is interfering In the internal affairs of North 
and South Vietnam, and opposing commu- 
nism does not Justify it. Let’s aid In neu- 
tralizing that area in the same way that 
Egypt and India and Yugoslavia and Aus- 
tria are neutralized; and then let’s get our 
troops and Navy out of there. 

Respectfully yours, 

Grace Bowman, 

Secretary, Social Action Committee. 
p,S. — we think it probable that in years 
to come the foreign policy dissent of Sena- 
tors Morse, Fclbright, and Gruening will 
be praised as voices of wisdom. 

The Committee. 

(Copies to Senators Morse, Fulbright, 
Gruening.) 


Bryn Mawr, Pa., 

August 13, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing In ap- 
preciation of your forthright refusal to vote 
for the “predated declaration of war.” This 
business of getting Congress to underwrite a 
policy in the midst of a “crisis” Is a kind of 
bullying that ought to be shown up for what 
it is. 

Since there Is so little editorial' support for 
even the slightest questioning of our posi- 
tion in Vietnam, all of us who loathe find- 
ing our Government pursuing a course of 
action ludicrously Indefensible on moral, le- 
gal, and pragmatic grounds, all of us owe a 
debt to you as the only man In public life 
who calls attention to the fact that our 
policy in southeast Asia is being ghost- 
written by John Foster Dulles and is the 
sibling of "massive retaliation,” "agonizing 
reappraisal” and going to "the brink.” I am 
fiercely partisan In this matter: Why should 
Democrats not demand something better 
than a watered down version of Goldwater- 
ism? 

I have written urging Senator Clark to 
support you In calling for a redefinition of 
our policy, or at least of our political alms 
in Vietnam. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ann Berth off 

(An old admirer, since the day you 
gave our commencement address, 
Cornell College, 1946.) 

P.S. The Christian Science Monitor (which 
supports not uncritically our efforts In Viet- 
nam) prints today (August 13) an excerpt 
from the London Observer questioning our 
policy on two very interesting grounds. My 
guess Is that they would be delighted to print 
a co mm ent Of yours on this analysis. 

*‘U.S. Policy in Vietnam 

“What is so worrying about American pol- 
icy In South Vietnam 1 b not so much Its 
present militancy— which is politically and 


diplomatically understandable — but Its ap- 
parent failure to consider ways of extricat- 
ing the United States from a basically un- 
tenable position. Seen as an attempt to 
achieve a better negotiating position, the 
U.S. policy make sense. But seen as an at- 
tempt to win a righteous war, it is frankly 
alarming. Yet this Is how It is being pre- 
sented to the American people, whatever the 
private reservations of some of the policy- 
makers. 

“There is a further reason for disquiet. 
America’s militancy has increased In propor- 
tion to Russia’s withdrawal from the scene 
in southeast Asia. The administration no 
doubt calculates that, without the backing 
of Russia, China Is In no position to risk 
upgrading the war In South Vietnam from a 
guerrilla struggle to a full-scale conflict — in 
which her lack of modern arms, let alone 
nuclear weapons, would put her at a severe 
disadvantage. 

"But, no matter how much Mr. Khrushchev 
might secretly want to see China humili- 
ated. could Russia afford to let this happen? 
If she did. China’s thesis— that Khrushchev 
is simply another white-skinned Imperialist, 
no better than the capitalists of Wall Street — 
would appear to be vindicated. And China’s 
position among the Communist Parties of 
the whole world, for whose allegiance Mos- 
cow and Peiping are contesting, would be 
immeasurably strengthened. 

“It should be the aim of American foreign 
policy to avoid putting the Soviet Union into 
such a position. Russia’s partial disengage- 
ment from southeast Asia may on the face of 
it, have given American greater freedom of 
maneuver — though it may also have weak- 
ened a restraining force in that part of the 
world. But, unless that freedom Is used with 
great discretion, Washington could yet force 
the Russians to change their policies and 
hand an unexpected victory to Peiping. — The 
Observer (London) .” 

Since the State Department seeks to iden- 
tify “neutralization” aB De Gaulle’s “sour 
grapes,” I think It is vital for there to be given 
wide publicity to any statement which makes 
negotiation feasible, a realistic approach and 
just “humiliating withdrawal.” 


Oak Park. III., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Morse, of Oregon, 

Semite Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to thank you 
and praise you for your vote against Presi- 
dent Johnson’s resolution of last Friday. 

What a tradegy to see a great nation like 
the United States of America so misled that 
such a resolution would be accepted ftnd 
approved with only two dissenting votes. 
You should be proud to be one of those dis- 
senters. May you be richly rewarded. 

My best wishes for your continued success 
and my deepest hopes for your growing in- 
fluence in the days to come. 

Sincerely, 

Helen R. Laughlin. 

Pontiac, Mich., 

August 13, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to state In a 
few words, I thoroughly agree with you on 
the Vietnam policy and I say there are only 
a few who have the courage to stand up and 
speak for all to hear. 

I hope there will be more like yourself, sir. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Letty Spock. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Once again, may I 
commend you and offer my support for your 
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policy. 

Your criticism of our policy on South 
Vietnam and your constant warnings that 
the continued presence of our troops in that 
country will plunge us into a situation from 
which we will be unable to extricate our- 
selves is, unfortunately, fast becoming an 
accurate prediction. Yet we continue in 
the role of provocateur. 

Congratulations for. your vote against a 
“predated declaration of wax.” Why more 
of your colleagues werj not willing to cast 
their vote against this resolution is diffi- 
cult for me to understand. But at least the 
courage of you and Senator Gruening is en- 
couraging. 

Yours very truly, • 

. Virginia Kahn. 


Lemon Grove, Calif. ’ 

Dear Senator Morse: It is heart warming 
to us all to hear you speak out so clearly In 
this situation of South Vietnam— we have 
never had any business there— any more than 
we had in support of Rhee, Battista, or 
Chang Kai-shek. We need people like you 
in the Senate who think f reshly and with 
integrity and who have the courage to ex- 
press themselves. 

Thank you. 

Mrs. Olivia W. Davis. 
Los Angeles, Calif., 

_ August 11 , 1964 . 

Dear Senator Morse: When the history of 
the sordid episode in southeast Asia is writ- 
ten, ycu and Senator Gruening will be the 
only men in Congress who will stand out as 
lighters against the cynical politics which 
has ma.de this terrible situation possible 
Sincerely, 

Thomas Amneus. 
Creswkll, Oreg., 

C1 . „„ August 10, 1964. 

• Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The cause of world 
law is very much In your debt because of 
your courageous stand on the Vietnam 
action. 

In an. hour of increasing conformism it la 
indeed heartening to know of at least two 
fen who have the courage cf their convic- 
"f® 6 * £ujd who are not easily stampeded 
with the herd. 

With our thanks and best wishes, 

As ever, 

Wesley IV. Nightingale. 
Janet Allen Nightingale. 

Dalles, Oreg., 

August 16, 1964. 

.Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: First , let me congratu- 
late you upon your stand concerning the war 
in Vietnam. I believe it takes a very coura- 
gtsous person to take such a stand In the face 
oi so much opposition. For what little good 
it may do you, my husband and I want you 
to know that we back jou :100 percent on 
this issue. 

We also want you to know that we support 
S. 1932 and H.R. 7700. 

Mrs. E. W. Jacobson. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

„„ . August 18, 1964. 

The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: "You have my whole- 
hearted support in your opposition to pres- 
ent U.S. policy in South Vietnam. 

I wish there were something I could do to 
Implement your ideas. 

• Very truly, 

Approved For : 


Westchester III., 

August 9, 1064. 

Hon. W.vyne Morse, 

U.S. Ser.ate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: 1 wish to congratulate you 
for your courage in this, time of hysteria, 
against involvement in a war. 

What are we doing so far away in the 
Gulf of Tonkin? 

What would be our reaction if some of 
Red China’s fleet was patrolling in the Gulf 
of Mexico? 

Yours truly, 

J. P, Fetcho. 

Netonset, Long Island, JT.Y„ 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: In these Clark days of war 
in the Fir East, unrest and disreg s,rd of laws 
in our cwn South, It is so encouraging to 
hear yoir lone voice cry out in this wilder- 
ness. 

To be a dkisenter with the torch of hon- 
esty and truth takes great courage, and our 
eyes are ;urned to you. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Lillian R. Warwick. 

Chicago, III., 

'August 10, 1964. 

Senator Vayne Morse, 

Senate Ofice Building, 

Washing :on, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your refusal to sign Mr. Johnson’s blank 
check. 

I am c irtain that: history will uphold your 
rejection of this dangerous act. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard A. Fireman. 

Ridgefield, K.J., 

„ A August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Mouse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, L .C. 

Dear Sir: Want you to know how much 
I apprecl ite your continuing to fight for a 
peaceful solution to the situation In Viet- 
nam. Reconvening the Id naUons for 
a conference seems to be the only rational 
way to stop the war from escalating into a 
world holacaust. 

It has been very evident that the Viet- 
namese people have ho will to fight and only 
w i, tr f a » opportunity to solve their own 
affairs without Interference. 

By bringing devastation to their land and 
continuing to send more and more American 
boys to die there will not solve the problem. 

Thanks again for your forthrighi; position 
in calling for our withdrawal of troops and 
a peaceful solution around the conference 
table. 

Sin-ierely yours, 

Morris Bkau ustein. 

Portersville, Pa., 

ni , 1B ~ ,, August i), 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to congratu- 
late and thank you on behalf of my grand- 
and greatgrandchildren for your stand 
against our sens being ueec! in i;he dirty 
plans of dollar-crazed madmen who seem to 
have leaned nothing from 50 million lives 
snuffed out in two world wars, and. for what? 
My first vote at 21 years waB fo;.- a Republican 
also it wa.i my last. I voted for J F.K. be- 
cause he made such an earnest plea for the 
.17 million below the poverty line. Yet im- 
mediately be was embroiled in a Berlin crisis 
and enhanced the Vietnam dirty war that we 
took over when France was kicked out. How 
can any American who Just wants to be a de- 
cent humsn being and believes (not in the 
meatless hogwauh of so many of our spiritual 
advisors) l ut In the very plainly spelled-out 

Christian ieaUtv of th ~ 


care planted in mother earth, with no ques- 
tions of doubt as It being for him. But he 
must dig It out. L.B.J. cannot Justify what 
he is doing to anyone who dares to think in 
terms of Christianity. 

Yours for more men like you. Your col- 
league from the cold country, with r warm 
heart. 

Best;, 

G. Saunders. 
Ellensburg, Wash., 

„ . August 8 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Your Honor: Congratulations on your 
shining sanity during the hour of crisis in 
Vietnam, We applaud your outspoken 
comments concerning the military. 

Needless to say we never believe did believe 
the news ieports Justifying our actions and 
still do not. Therefore we were surprised and 
pleased to hear one voice speaking truthfully 
about the disguised aggressions of our 
country. 

We look for your voice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger E. Jackson. 

Seattle, Wash., 

August 8 1964. 

Senator Wa yne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am thanking you 
for efforts for negotiation of the trouble in 
Vietnam. War has never solved anything 
and never 'Will and If we fire the first atom 
bomb Russia will immediately bomb us. 

Sometimes I wonder if mankind is worth 
saving. 

Thank you for standing almost alone for 
right. 

George W. Norris, La Follette, Jeannette 
Rankin stood alone too. 

In Nlvinnah case was first asked for several 
righteous men were found the city would 
be saved. 7 The last offer was if one righteous 
were found the city would be saved. Alas 
one was hot found and we call ourselves 
civilized? 

Thank you.. 

Mrs. Chas. W. Scott. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 12, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington. D.C.; 

Your position on Vietnam and the foreign 
aid bill are highly appreciated. 

S. Aston. 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Although I am not 
one of your constituents, I would like to 
commend you for your courageous stand in 
voting against the recent resolution on Viet- 
nam. I am not a pacifist (absolute-style, I 
mean) nor am I a Communist sympathizer. 
But everything I read leads me to conclude 
that we are acting stupidly and dangerously 
over there. 

Cordially, 

Paul E. Meehl. 
(Same to Senator Gruening.) 


- Babbitt, Minn., 

August 10, 1964. 

(This is a copy of a letter sent to Senators 
Humphrey and McCarthy and Congressman 
Blatnik.) 

We feel that Senator Morse’s position on 
warmongering in Vietnam was correct and 
you should support him even though It may 
seem unpopular at the moment We are 
disappointed in you supporting the resolu- 
tion on Vietnam; in so doing, you are carry- 
‘PS out the Goldwater program, in our 
(pinion 



A00tfoved For Release 2 0 04/0 O^&StfcfeoO ISKA IS 


20345 


If the administration continues to carry 
out this policy In Vietnam, there will he a 
lot of confused voters in the coming election. 
While there Is a fairly clear cut difference in 
domestic issues, there seems to be little 
choice for the voters on foreign policy. In 
the first place, we have no moral right Inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of another na- 
tion and secondly, If we get In a real mess, 
Goldwater will use the same tactics that 
Ike used in Korea to get elected. 

Sincerely, 

Hannah Johnson, 

, Andy Johnson. 

Dear Senator Morse : We wish to commend 
you on your courageous stand on exposing 
the warmongering In Vietnam, and for tak- 
ing a stand against the resolution. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Johnson. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : Little as it may mean 
to you to receive one letter more out of the 
myriads of communications that are being 
now addressed to you, I am happy to add my 
own thin small note of praise to that myriad 
of voices. 

Certainly It’s meant a great deal to me and 
to people I know and love here In New York 
to have one or two gentlemen like yourself 
and Senator Gruening attempting, despite 
all hysteria, to clarify the Vietnam situation 
and explore alternatives of thinking and re- 
porting on what is taking place there. 

I spent a short time there (in Saigon) at 
the time of the Buddhist hunger strike last 
summer, and saw the— what seemed to me— 
falsity of our position. 

I Imagine that If you keep trying to com- 
municate, sooner or later some sense will 
break through, 6ince It seems Inevitable that 
as U.S. misapprehension and hysteria fades, 
the situation will resolve itself as other 
crisis situations have. 

I think that If Johnson were to follow a 
more peaceable and less automatically hos- 
tile policy (to both China and North Veit- 
nam, I mean) and tried to resolve the situa- 
tion in South Vietnam Into a neutralist 
calm, he would have more domestic support 
here than he figures on, despite the surface 
acrimony of “warhawk” propaganda. In 
other words I think a lot of the hysteria is 
quite arbitrary, the sense of fear arbitrary 
and not Inevitable In the situation. Had he 
followed a straighter policy of neutralization 
and conciliation he might have evoked some 
of the sense of well-being and hope that Ken- 
nedy at least touched on, or seemed to, by 
hindsight. 

Good luck and I hope you don’t get de- 
pressed, all the noise In the papers, etc. 

Sincerely, 

Allen Ginsberg. 


Rome, Ga., 
August 12, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This letter Is to 
express my thanks for your stand with the 
Senator from Alaska on giving the President 
the carte blanche to wage war on his own. 
It Is truly amazing that only two recognized 
this direct assault on our Constitution. Of 
course this is not new but with each assault 
this provision that gives only Congress the 
right to declare war, gets dimmer and 
dimmer. 

Roosevelt started this assault but masked 
It by getting Japan to attack. Truman con- 
tinued the work by defying Congress and 
the voice of the people, and Johnson now 
Ignores It completely and only two raise 
their volceB. 

May you continue to have faith In the 
American people to know what they are 


even though your faith In us wavered when 
you voted for the civil rights legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Glenn D. Carlson. 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Look magazine opens an article 
this week on “1914-18” with these words: 
“The Bloody Years of World War I still 
stand as a classic testament to man’s ca- 
pacity for folly.” Now it looks as if our 
Government is committing itself to another 
nightmare of folly. I am glad one man in 
our Government has the courage to stand 
up and oppose this new stampede. I want 
to thank you for your speaking out against 
this new Korea. I think you would be sur- 
prised to know how many people agree with 
you. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ruth C, Steinberg. 

Ollie, Iowa, 

August 10, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: We wish to express our 
appreciation to you and the Alaska Senator 
for your stand against President Johnson 
and all the war-mongering, trigger-happy 
Congressmen who supported him in his 
actions in Vietnam. 

It requires more courage to stand up for 
the right, than to hide behind a murderous 
weapon of war. He who fears his enemy Is 
lost already: but he who loves his enemy 
is well along the road to changing him into 
a friend. While we were yet enemies, Jesus 
loved and died for us; therefore we must 
love our enemies, do good to those who hate 
us, and thus fulfill His commandment to 
“Love ye one another." 

We have a son and we do not care to 
sacrifice him to moneyed interests, working 
through political maneuvering and military 
influence which have always been the causes 
of war. 

If you have the time would you please pass 
this letter on to the Alaska Senator who 
voted with you? 

Sincerely' yours, 

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Acheson. 

Elmira, N.Y., 
August 11, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept my 
gratitude and admiration for your opposition 
vote against the President’s action in the 
Vietnam affair. The press has reported that 
you have said, “we are headed straight for 
war with China.” I agree, that Is our end 
and aim. 


War II from a point of view In China. I wish 
that this might be of some help in our 
crisis. The book is also in the Daughters of 
the American Revolution Library at 1776 
D Street NW., Washington, D.C. Maybe one 
of your secretaries can check. 

Thanking you again* for your vote, I am, 
Yours sincerely, 

Rachel G. Brooks. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: We urge you to 
endorse and initiate full negotiations of the 
whole issue of South Vietnam and that the 
complete withdrawal of U.S. military per- 
sonnel and equipment be our first overture 
of good faith. j ^ 

The United States has been committed for 
10 years In South Vietnam, to a policy for 
which we must expect retaliatory actions. 
To become Indignant over the attacks by 
PT boats on our destroyers, whose presence is 
intimidating to the North Vietnamese, is pure 
hypocrisy. 

The commitment of the United States in 
South Vietnam has made us a puppet to 
the fortunes and fears of the regime of 
Premier Nguyen Khanh. His bellicose and 
provocative statements and actions threaten 
the security of the whole world. In view of 
this, we support the stand taken by Senator 
Wayne Morse. 

Gordon L. Reeves, 
Loudeam A. Reeves. 


I spent nearly a quarter of a century work- 
ing with the Chinese people first In China 
and then in New York City. In the year 
1930 Chinese graduate students in New York 
City argued that the aim of U.S, foreign 
policy was to make China an Ameri- 
can India. In the 34 years which have 
passed since that date we have reduced 
Japan, acquired South Korea, fortified Que- 
moy and Matsu, and now are struggling for 
a toehold in the southern peninsula. We 
are now almost ready to take on the whole 
of Chinese Asia. This will be our third 
world war. 

In the Library of Congress (I suppose since 
it was copyrighted) Is my history of the 
Chemung County branch of the Brooks fam- 
ily which I wrote for my nephews and 
nieces with the title “This Is Your Inherit- 
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New Haven, Conn., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: This letter Is being written 
shortly after sending you a telegram express- 
ing approval of your stand on the Vietnamese 
crisis as stated in the New York Times this 
morning. Since I am profoundly deaf, my 
Information comes from the printed media, 
and, as I write this, I am not aware of any 
recent developments that may have been an- 
nounced over the radio. 

There are a number of questions existing 
in my mind demanding answers before I 
can express any approval of the administra- 
tion’s actions. Among these are the follow- 
ing : 

1. Who was responsible for violating the 
Geneva treaty — North Vietnam or the United 
States? Did U.S. support for the Diem re- 
gime begin before active support for the 
South Vietnam rebels came from North . 
Vietnam? 

2. To what extent have the “routine” U.S. 
patrols in the Gulf of Tonkin been aiding 
South Vietnamese attacks on the North? 

3. Were the U.S. raids partly motivated 
by fear of an impending coup in South Viet- 
nam or by fear that the country may soon 
fall to the Vietcong? Despite attempts by 
the administration to make the U.S. posi- 
tion look favorable, news reports and maps 
of South Vietnam have shown steady gains 
by the Vietcong, until now they control 
much of the country surrounding Saigon. 

4. To what extent were the raids motivated 
by the current political situation in this 
country? Is Johnson trying t6 prove that 
he can carry a bigger stick than Goldwater? 

6. How much truth is there to reports of 
Vietcong terrorism against the peasants? 
The Communists have learned in the past 
that more effective results can be obtained 
by befriending the populace than by intimi- 
dating them. (An example is China, where 
there was widespread support for the Reds, 
while the American people were made to be- 
1' ve the opposite.) Force against the local 
peasants before all opposition has been elimi- 
nated would only harm the Vletcong’s efforts. 
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6. How extensive, in terms of men, food, 
supplies, etc., is North Vietnamese Involve- 
ment in the South? Id y own impression, 
from reading the newspapers, has been that 
most of the Vietcong’s weapons are of UJ3. 
manufacture. 

While I consider myself a loyal U.S. citizen 
and have no desire to see the expansion of 
communism, I do think that one should give 
careful and thoughtful study to the history 
of Asia and the economic, historical, political 
and ideological background of that region— 
they undoubtedly play a major role in the 
present situation, more so than any desire 
on the part of Communsts to gain power 
for the sake of power. The Iiasty ‘‘preven- 
tive'* measures taken hy this country have 
demonstrated no real concern for the welfare 
of the people or any understandings of their 
feelings or motivations. Why does the free- 
dom of a people become our deep concern 
only when these people ire threatened by 
an Ideology foreign to our own? Are the 
people of Asia worse off under Communist 
efforts to develop their ct untries than they 
were under exploitation by the West? 

Furthermore, by what right do we use our 
military power to seek “freedom" for citizens 
in foreign lands when we will not even use 
this power to guarantee the rights of our 
own citizens? Who can condemn terrorist 
tactics abroad without hanging his head in 
shfune at the tactics being employed to in- 
timidate our own Negro citizens and others 
trying to help them? Keening people stirred 
up about: events in foreign lands, stirring 
anger in them over insults to national pres- 
tige, and arousing fear concerning foreign 
ideologies is an effective way of taking their 
minds off domestic troubles. Is this not the 
tactic that has been used by the Chinese 
Communist leaders whose economic plans 
have not been met? 

The world situation now is complex and 
I am well aware that there is no simple path 
to be followed in the attempt to preserve 
and Increase our own freedoms and economic 
advantages while helping to develop the rest 
of the world and preventing it from falling 
to an ideology that glorifies the state. But 
we need to show a little more.' concern for 
the feelings of others and for their way of 
looking at things, realizing that our present 
position cf superiority does not give us the 
right to tell others what is best for them and 
not worrying so much about insults to our 
national pride and image. As a supposedly 
'educated people, we dught to be able to see 
how inconsequential the latter really are. I 
am as much opposed to Goldwaterlsm, which 
takes a narrow, limited vie v of our position 
l:n the world and which would lead this coun- 
try down the same path all great empires 
which have gotten too idealistic and con- 
ceited have fallen, as I am to communism. 

Before 1 close, I would like to state that 
I am a third-year graduate student from 
Massachusetts, studying for the Ph. D. In 
physics from Yale University on a National 
Science Foundation Fellowship. I have held 
several summer jobs with Government labor- 
atories. 

I hope that you will continue to take 
strong stands on issues, and continue your 
intelligent criticism of our Government’s pol- 
icies. Although I do not always agree with 
your conclusions, I appreciate the reasons 
behind your stands. A free nation requires 
citizens who are not afraid to stand up to 
their government, not citizens who emotion- 
ally support its every decision. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ral; >h F. Guertin. 


2004/01 


send out more Peace Corps iieople, even to 
Harlem, New York City, 

On the poverty question— -let the men who 
make appropriations look at the lineup of 
unemployed along Burnside in Portland, 
Oreg., anc. make room for more than an 
even 200 men in work camps. 

Concerning the election— let the Republi- 
cans who are candidates renounce any tie 3 
with Gold water, as many voters have said, 
"I'm a Republican but I am vc-ting a straight 
Democrat!; ticket." 

I have voted for a Republican occasionally, 
but not this year. 

On Vietnam: “Who was stupid enough to 
get America’s feet stuck in that tra])?” The 
Vietnames: have offered a fair “out"; that 
is, Vietnamese will not fight any other Viet- 
namese pei son unless an American is helping 
In the battle, an easy “out” for President 
Johnson a id one which would kick all the 
Goldwateb props out from under the Re- 
publicans’ campaign. Don’t continue the 
foolish Madame Nhu policy of beat them 
harder. 

If President Johnson is as dishwater weak 
cm civil rights in the future as In the past, 
and unlest he gets out of Vietnam many 
people will have to write in your name for 
President and 3enator Fulbhight ‘'or Vice 
President in November. 

The Uni^d JJtates is foolish to tremble 
over Cuban and Latin Americans’ ideology 
They are sj poor and backward, who cares 
what their Ideology is. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. Ray Thomas. 

New Orleans, La., 

^ „ August 13, 1964. 

The Honorable Senates Morse . 

I would like tc let you know that I approve 
of your vote on the resolution backing Pres- 
ident Johnson’s action in the southeast Aslan 
crisis. 

You are doing a wonderful Job in Wash- 
ington. Wo need more men like you. 

I only wlih that mothers would write you 
and let you enow you ere right. 

Since rely, 

Mrs. Paul Schumacher. 


August 21 


courageous stand against President John- 
son’s military action in North Vietnam. I am 
deeply concerned by our country’s arrogant 
attitude In southeast Asia, where It Is en- 
gaged In open warfare without any declara- 
tion of war, and this latest action in North 
Vietnam Is Just another Indication of Presi- 
dent Johnson’s desire to spread the war in 
this already wartorn area. 

I know how difficult It Is to assume a mi- 
nority position in the face of overwhelming 
opposition, but this makes your stand even 
more commendable and you have my whole- 
hearted support. 

■ Sincerely yours, 

Judy Rader, 

Senior, University of California. 

Americus, Ga., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Sir: Please allow me to commend 
your honest and forthright vote against the 
congressional resolution supporting the re- 
cent action of the United States In North 
Vietnam. 

Our Government should not be involved 
in a war In which we have no direct con- 
cern. I believe that this most recent inter- 
vention, which can lead only to further in- 
volvement, is basically a political gambit 
aimed at strengthening the prospects of Mr. 
Johnson’s election. 

Sincerely, 

L. Scott McNeil. 

Brandon, Fla., 

__ August 9, 1964. 

My Dear Senator: Please let me thank 
you for the great courage and moral prin- 
ciple you showed last weak In your speech 
against administration deeds and policy in 
Vietnam. 

I hope you will continue to be the voice of 
the conscience of our country and work to 
get us out of the Immoral war — and Im- 
practical and foolish too — which we have in- 
volved ourselves in on the other side of the 
world. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alice Cooper. 


Everett. Wash., 

August 9, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My husband and I 
want to say a hearty “God bless you and 
thank you” for the wonderful courage you 
are showing in this Vietnam outrage. 

Many of cur friends share our views — you 
are not alone. 

We are senior citizens and have lived 
through all of tire wars since the Spanish - 
American In 1898 

Again God bless you. 

Mrs. Carl Hagedorn. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator: Regarding your recent 
statement nade to the public, I highly re- 
spect and sapport your feelings. 

Our paster, Rev. James W. Jones, of 
Peoples Temple, Indianapolis, uiged his con- 
gregation tc write you for speaking out 
against the current crisis in South Vietnam. 
Wo do appicclate your honesty, and sin- 
cerely believe in your dedication to serve this 
country In such a matter even though you 
may seem to oe a minority. 

May God lichly bless you in all your en- 
deavors and may He strengthen you daily, 
guide and direct you with wisdom. 

Yours In Christ, 

Mr 3. Loretta Cordell. 


Salem, Oreo., 
Avgust 15, 1964. 

S-enator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I agree with you 


San Jose, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U. S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I would like to' take 
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Crawfcrdsville, Ind., 

C . July 29, 1964. 

senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Earlier this week I 
heard a tape recorded interview on our Radio 
Station WIBC in Indianapolis, in which you 
expressed your views about South Vietnam, 
the war there and why the people of this 
country allowed the administration to let this 
happen and go on. 

Well, I want to tell you Senator, the peo- 
ples' wishes don’t count any more. The 
down to earth grassroots of America is holler- 
ing. They have been, but their voices are not 
listened to. IT bet you a good “Dairy Queen” 
malt that if you could read the millions of 
letters that go to the White House you would 
get your eyes opened. Who do you think 
opens those letters first and sorts them? The 
people might as well save their 5 cents post- 
age. In return they get a mimeographed 
answer. Done by some secretary or other 
office worker. Those letters are sorted in 
groups or categories, then given to some de- 
partments to read and etc., I even wonder If 
they are read at all. Ninety -nine percent 
goes to the State Department and just who 
is the State Department? Don’t they or 
whoever they are conduct our foreign af- 
fairs? They do It to suit themselves. It has 
gone on far too long. Those in that Depart- 
ment don’t have American Interests at heart. 

We could have been spared these lives that 
are being taker: everyday In South Vietnam 
if General MacArthur had been allowed to 
win the Korean war as he wanted to. Mr. 
Truman had some Insane adviser who 
wanted a no-win policy. Also the Communist 
~ " ’ had predicted the downfall 
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of General MacArthur in a blast against him 
in their publication. They called him the 
last great American to fall. So we are still 
fighting and for what? The Communists have 
no Intention of losing any of southeast Asia 
or any other country they enslave. The fall 
of French Indochina was plotted by the third 
meeting of the Communist Party after they 
organized. Khrushchev openly says he will 
see that Indonesia will get all the help it 
needs to take Malaysia. That will trig- 
ger the next war, but first they want 
America drained dry of men and resources, 
so they can conquer us too at the same time. 
The sooner we get some action by our Con- 
gressmen and Senators on throwing out these 
sympathizers in the State Department the 
better off America will be. 

How stupid it is to believe anything Khru- 
shchev promises to America. He has proven 
himself to be a liar a million times. A coun- 
try that doesn’t believe In God Is void of all 
honesty. Just look what he did to a captain 
of an American ship, hauling American 
wheat. The captain said the Russian steve- 
dores themselves said it was going to Cuba. 
The State Department put out a feeble news 
Item that they protested vigorously. Believe 
that if you want to. 

Another thing that is a travesty to us 
Americans is to let Communist propaganda 
mail travel free In America. What are we 
coming to? It shouldn’t even be allowed 
at $1 per letter or pamphlet or anything else. 
Does any of ours go through their mails? I'll 
say not’ We pay 5 cents postage now, as 
Americans, and the Postmaster General 
wants to raise the rates again. Shouldn’t 
we come first? 

Senator Morse, I hope that you will see this 
and read It. The two Senators of my own 
State wouldn't bother to read this or any 
other complaint like It. It Is like South 
Vietnam, It’s a losing battle and no pattern 
for victory with us everyday Americans any 
more. 

Very truly, 

Mrs. Melvin Bales. 

Interlaken, Switzerland, 

August 7, 1664. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Firstly, we thank you for a clear- 
headed stand in the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee against the President’s ac- 
tion in North Vietnam. It Is a reassurance 
to know that not everyone Is hasty to send 
our young men to fight a war they or we are 
not Informed on. 

Secondly, we assure you that we are In 
agreement with your opinions concerhlng 
North Vietnam and are not silent voices 
among our citizens. 

Very truly yours. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alphonse Avitabile. 

Wilmette, III., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

W ashington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We want to thank 
you for your protest against the U.S. bombing 
of ports In North Vietnam. We are dismayed 
by the U.S. policy In South Vietnam; instead 
of upholding freedom, we have been uphold- 
ing a series of brutal dictatorships. Thank 
you again for speaking out. 

Sincerely, 

David and Ruth Bennett. 

College of Physicians & 

Surgeons of Columbia University, 

New York, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Democrat, Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am long overdue 
in writing to thank you for battling against 


terrible odds on the matter of our involve- 
ment In Vietnam. I completely agree with 
your position, but as a citizen watching the 
executive and legislative process through 
newspapers, I grow Increasingly discouraged 
that our policies often evolve to be what the 
CIA appe ars to want. Having jmt read 
'"The Invisible Government” and “The War- 
fare State” (Fred J. Cook) I am more con- 
cerned that nonelected interest groups have 
the power to push the whole country In any 
direction they invent a story to cover. Both 
these books read like cops and robbers, but 
so do the front pages. 

Thank you also for your general qualities 
of Inquiry; I wish there were 20 Wayne 
Morses in Washington. We could then sleep 
easier. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Buckingham, M.D., 
Assistant Professor, Pediatric. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Although my letter 
is belated, it does not lack Intensity in prais- 
ing you for your stand on the Vietnam crises, 
and in particular, the Gulf of Tonkin inci- 
dent. 

If there were more men like you in the 
Senate today, the world would probably be 
on the road to peace. As it Is now, you are 
the one sane voice crying in a wilderness of 
“wild men." I fervently hope that soon your 
views on southeast Asia will take hold of 
our congressional leaders and make them 
face and accept reality. However, this is 
probably too much to hope for since most 
of them have been out of contact with real- 
ity for the last 20 years. 

Even though I am a civil servant, em- 
ployed by the Department of Defense I am 
strongly opposed to the Pentagon’s philos- 
ophy of a military solution for southeast 
Asia. There can be none, I am convinced, 
and the only rational course would be to ne- 
gotiate for neutralization of South Vietnam. 
I hope that you will continue to press your 
case to the American people on this issue. 
In so doing, you have my stanch support 
and great respect for your wl6dom and cour- 
age. 

Sincerely yours,. 

Lionel H. Medvene. 

P.S. — My compliments to Senator Gruen- 
ing also for his courageous stand. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: As a private citizen deeply Im- 
pressed by your position In relation to the 
present Vietnam crisis, I would be very glad 
If your office could send me whatever pub- 
lished material you may have setting forth 
the facts and the reasons for your recent 
statements that the United States has acted 
as a provocateur, as much as has North 
Vietnam, of hostilities in this area, and par- 
ticularly the details of the position of our 
destroyers In the Gulf of Tonkin at the 
time of the attack by the vessels of South 
Vietnam on the shoreline of North Vietnam. 

I make this request out of a desire to ob- 
tain more specific Information about the war 
in Vietnam than is contained In the dally 
newspapers, not out of any wish to quote or 
republish such materials, and trust you can 
be of help in this direction, or can suggest 
how I can find out more about what Is 
going on and how you, Senator Morse, feel 
about it. 

Thanking you for your attention, 

Very truly yours, 


Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I heard excerpts 
from your comments on the Tonkin Bay 
affair on television last night. I agree with 
your sentiments, as I am sure do many 
others. I admire your courage In voicing 
your convictions. While all Americans must 
back the Government’s foreign policy and 
be willing to face the consequences, it Is a 
great mistake to believe that these policies 
cannot be debated while they are being 
formulated and criticized when they are 
open to criticism. As you explained, the 
U.S. action against North Vietnam Is cer- 
tainly open to criticism. It would be a 
shame If action such as this, which might 
bring the most terrible consequences, were 
not fully debated. 

Will you please send me a complete tran- 
script of your speech on the Tonkin Bay 
situation. 

Very truly yours, 

Martin Schulman. 

Washington, D.C., 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a brief word of 
congratulations and support for your cou- 
rageous minority stand re our war in Viet- 
nam. I hope your voice will be heard and 
listened to in Congress and in the country 
as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

E. James Lieberman. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your comments on 
the position of this country In its actions In 
southeast Asia and your comments on the 
resolution passed by Congress giving the 
President special powers to deal with the 
situation there seem to deserve more atten- 
tion than they are receiving. 

I am particularly concerned with our ap- 
parent decision to go It alone there — with 
no consultation with our allies or the U.N. 

Your courage In speaking your mind should 
be applauded and your counsel should be 
heeded. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lillian Marquis. 

West Acton, Mass., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: I am most anx- 
ious to express to you my gratitude for the 
sensitivity and up-to-date awareness you 
should in your vote against Joint Resolution 
189. Any resolution predicated, however 
subtly, on force cannot to my mind be with- 
in conscience. 

You and Senator Gruening must know 
that there are many Americans behind your 
stand. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Jeffries. 


West Newbury, Mass., 

August 11, 1964. 

My Dear Senator Morse: a couple of 
weeks ago I read your piece on Vietnam In 
the Progressive, and resolved to write you a 
note of congratulation. But I don’t write to 
Senators easily; I assume that they must 
know as much as I do, and I cannot add very 
much. Then came your vote on this con- 
gressional orgasm about this Gulf of Tonkin 
foolishness, and I almost wrote you again. 
But my general unwillingness to add to busy 
senatorial mail prevailed and I did not. 
But your remarks over the radio this evening 
on the foreign aid bill overcame all my 
scruples. I hate to believe that you and I 


Yonah Richmond. 
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are the only sane people in the country, but 
1 must tell you that at least one American 
(even though not a constituent — I am a 
registered Democrat in Key West, Fla.) 
agrees with you 100 percent. As a taxpayer 
I am perfectly willing to invest $3 or $10 
billion a year in foreign aid, provided that 
it is aid for the right thmgs, but this Is just 
not what we have been doing. 

Now, I never write letters of this kind 
unless I think that thure Is something to 
done about the matte r. This whole busi- 
ness of Vietnam, and the larger “foreign- 
aid” problem, has demonstrated the failure 
c>f our educational machinery. And I don’t 
mean cur schools and colleges. How many 
Americans realize that American policy spent 
the first decade after World War IX and sev- 
eral hundred million dollars trying to sub- 
jugate Indochina (Vietnam) to the French, 
and the next decade, ano. several billion dol- 
lars, trying to get the Vietnamese to fight 
our undeclared war on China for us? (They 
don’t seem to want to, wliich ig Just as well.) 

I cannot believe that Americans would ap- 
prove these shenanigans, if they knew about 
them. The Louts Harr s poll, reported in 
yesterday’s Washington F ost, asserts that the 
poll proved two things. Harris does not 
mention that the one thing that it did prove 
if; that .Americans know , ; ust too little about 
Vietnam, and not much t Ise. 

For reform, I’d like to start with the U.S. 
Office of Education. It should either change 
its name to "U.S. Office of Schools and Col- 
leges” or else really set about the business 
of providing education through all the media 
of education that there are. We need a 
national, effort to make sure that Americans 
know enough to reach intelligent decisions 
democratically. True, there is still plenty 
to pe done about classrcom education (for 
example, believe it or not, professors teach 
about China in our oolle ;es who have never 
been in China) . But ovu major educational 
deficiency is in the education of Americans 
whose classroom experience la long behind 
them. So far as I can mate out, the founda- 
tions are not particular!/ interested In do- 
ing a real Job at this level. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mortimer Graves. 

P-S. — Please don’t hotter to reply unless 
you can think of something that I ought to 
be doing about it. As a matter of fact, I am 
and have been for many ./ears; — doing some- 
thing about it. It goes without saying that 
I can elaborate on these i-ubjocte almost In- 
terminably, but I’ve triec to keep my letter 
short. 

We Were Wrong cn Vietnam 
To the Editor of the Daily News: 

I wonder if Newburypovt, Mass., Is not as 
good a place as any to begin to dispel some 
of the colossal Ignorance about Vietnam 
which seems to possess Ihe American peo- 
ple. The simple first fact; to understand Is 
that from the time of Potsdam, almost 20 
yews ago, where we acquiesced (or worse) 
in the plan to give Indochina back to the 
French, who had run out 4 years earlier on 
the Vietnamese and left tnem to the tender 
mercies of the Japanese, American actions 
with respect to Vietnam can fairly be de- 
scribed as despicable. We should all be 
ashamed of them; Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
said they made his “blood boil.” 

The story is long, complicated, and un- 
pleasant, and cannot be ?old in detail in a 
simple letter to the edltoj, but some recent 
remarks In your Once Over Lightly column 
(which I admire very much) impel me to 
make a small observation with respect to one 
element in the picture. 

You recount a protest by some Vietnamese 
students against the 19.14 "partition” of 
Vietnam into North and ; .South. Now, who 
partitioned Vietnam? Not the Geneva 
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Agreements cf 19£,4, certainly, ’l-hese did, 
Indeed, iccept as a military fact the 17th 
parallel is the “cetEe-fire” line between the 
defeated French and the magnificently cou- 
rageous Vietnamese those “won’t fight” Viet- 
namese v-ho dislike participating in. our wars 
but seem to do pret;y well on their own) who 
had just giver, the Franco- American attempt 
to subju{ ate them isuch a historic licking. 

But the whole tone of the agreements is 
in terms a unified Vietnam; in fact, one of 
their principal provisions was for a total gen- 
eral election within 2 years for the purpose. 
Unfortunately, the Dulles boys and their 
faineant President of the time did not want 
a free elictlon unified Vietnam, so the sig- 
natories of the Geneva Agreements had 
harclly got their ballpoint pens back into 
their bre ist pockets before the agreements 
were sabotaged by the United States. This is 
the whole, point of the Elsenhower letter to 
Ngo Dinb Diem with which Presids-nt John- 
son introduced his recent— miscalled “bel- 
ligerent”- -address. 

And the 10 years which have intervened 
since 195< havo Just provided a succession of 
episodes >f this same character. I should 
be the fir.rt to agree that ignorance has been 
a larger ingredient in this process than 
malevolerce, but I do not expect the rest 
of the wc rid to see things in so charitable 
a light. 

We should thank our lucky stare that, for 
the moment at least, we have a level-headed 
President with some conception of the com- 
plex! ties- mostly American politics— of a 
problem for which, he is not respons ible The 
Johnson administration Is saddled with the 
fulfillment of a commitment which it did 
not make Honorably, it refuses to repudi- 
ate the commitment lest those who have de- 
pended upon it be horned, but it must find a 
way to redress a grievous wreng of two dec- 
ades’ standing which if allowed to preelst 

can only lead to disaster. • 

it will take national character and cou- 
rage to admit that we have been wrong. 
Do we have it? That is oil: question. It 
is unfair o President Johnson to leave him 
up there to answer it alone, t specif. lly in an 
election ytar. 

Mortimer Graves. 


Daytcn, Ohio, 

c _ , T , August U i, 1964. 

senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Off. ce B uilding, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Sir : This is to express my sincere ap- 
preciation to you for opposing the adminls- 
tradition’s mad recent moves in Vietnam. I 
feel we have no business over there. When 
will we ever grow up? When will we ever 
outgrow tl e childish and insane use of mili- 
tary might which only leaves more problems 
to be settled? 

Thank you for your position. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Chase Conover. 

Ridley Park, Pa., 
August 10, 1964. 

Senator W.iyne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
the position you havs taken rs our involve- 
ment, present and past, In South Vietnam. 

All other Washington officials have Jumped 
on the bandwagon, even those whose- logic I 
had come to depend on. 

As a soc al scientist, I am really worried 
about the trends in thinking and action 
evidenced by the American populace. The 
emotional climate In the United States evi- 
dences deep running neurotic trends. The 
outcome cculd be disastrous; 

Very truly, 

Emily m. Fletcher Cooper. 


Oak Park, Mich., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing for my- 
self and my wife to say that we are proud 
of you and Senator Gruening for having the 
courage of your convictions and standing up 
for your principles. Thank God that' there 
were the two of you who refused your support 
to our Vietnam policy. 

At this time yours’ may be voices In the 
wilderness but I feel that yours is the course 
that will lead us to peace and a peaceful 
solution in Vietnam and other places. 

I am sorry I cannot vote for you. I do hope 
you will continue to be reelected for as 
many more times as you choose to run. 

May I also add that even when I disagree 
with you I have respect for your courage and 
honesty. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eugene Baron, O.D. 

Acton, Mass., 
August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I congratulate 
you on you;: firm stand against the use of 
military force in the Vietnamese incident. 
Your vote against the joint resolution was 
courageous. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Westover, 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I am writing to you to 
express my admiration of your frank and 
outspoken opposition to the war In South 
Vietnam anc. it’s extension to the north. 

I have been writing to other Senators ask- 
ing to Join yciu in your efforts. 

Respectfully yours, 

Anna Weiss. 

Embarrass, Minn., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dj;ar Sir: I wish to heartily endorse your 
stand on the vote on the resolution for the 
President's action in Vietnam. 

One vote no longer seems to matter in this 
great Republic, particularly when action is 
taken before the public is informed. 

I cross party and State lines to offer you 
encouragement for your courageous, individ- 
ual stand. I can only hope men of peace will 
continue to speak out with reason before 
inflammatory actions bring about a disaster 
beyond any the world has yet seen. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. D. J. Kivels. 

P.S.— For the sake of the children, there 
must be no more war. 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: You deserve credit and thanks 
for your opposition to military action in 
Vietnam. Yours seems to be the only voice 
in the Senate to state the obvious fact that 
the United States shares the responsibility 
for the present crisis; in fact may be the 
major contributor to the crisis. 

Instead of a war, a political solution Is 
needed which is acceptable to the Viet- 
namese people and is recognized and guar- 
anteed by the United Nations and China. 

At this time when Congressmen are play- 
ing the dangirous and destructive game of 
manipulating the truth In the name of 
national security, you are especially to be 
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commended for your Insights Into the situa- 
tion and the courage you have shown by 
publicly sharing these Insights. 

Sincerely yours, 


Providence, R.I. 


Edward Lazar. 
LYNfJ Lazar. 


Madison, Wis., 
August 6, 1964. 


Senator Wayne Morse, 

Seriate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : The citizens of this country, in- 
cluding myself, owe thanks to you for the 
courage which your speech of August 5 on 
the Vietnam incident indicates you have put 
In the service of our country. 

Since as citizens we are not all actively 
involved in making Government decisions, 
and since in fact not all the information on 
which these decisions are based'is made avail- 
able to us, it is difficult or perhaps impossible 
to judge whether this or that course of ac- 
tion is the better for our Government to take. 
However, since all of us are interested— with 
adequate reason — In the effect of us of any 
Government action, we tend to have opin- 
ions which are, perhaps, supported with more 
of zeal and passion than of knowledge and 
wisdom. 

For this reason we undoubtedly owe you, 
in addition to our thanks, an apology for 
the harsh criticism with which some of us 
will have greeted your speech— a criticism 
which will rarely recognize either the mani- 
fest and sincere concern for our country 
which you have displayed, or the possible 
truth and accuracy of your facts and In- 
ferences. 

The first oversight is unjust to you; the 
second oversight is dangerous to ourselves. 
This danger is reason for us to ask that you 
continue to bear the consequences of the first 
so that we have some hope of avoiding the 
second. (In this connection I recall that 
both Senator Ftjlbright and Senator Salton- 
stall, when given an excellent opportunity 
on television to do so, failed to comment on 
your conjecture as to the position of our 
ships when fired upon. Since this failure 
tends to confirm the' conjecture, they should 
be admonished to be more diligent In making 
the truth known, or more bold In supporting 
what they otherwise must consider to be a 
Useful falsehood.) 

Now for the reasons above I extend my sin- 
cere thanks that you have agreed to serve In 
the Senate of the United States of America; 
we are a better country because of that 
decision. / 

Charles C. Conley. 

Silver Spring, Md., 

• . ' August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I want to commend you for 
your stand in southeast Asia. 

I am with you all the way. 

, Sincerely yours, 

Edith Tipperman. 

New York, N.Y., 

' August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senafe Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I am writing to com- 
mend you on your courageous and forth- 
right stand on the President’s proclamation 
on the war In Vietnam. I strongly resent 
the assumption on the part of President 
Johnson and other leaders that they speak 
with the full support of the American people 
in an unjust and unjustifiable war. 

In a time when we are threatened in both 
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our domestic and foreign policies by ultra- 
conservative and reactionary forces, the 
voices of protest and liberalism seem in- 
creasingly silent. It is for this reason I am 
writing, asking that you continue to speak 
for those of ub who do not and will not ac- 
cede to the injustices being carried out un- 
der the guise of exalted American responsi- 
bility. 

Very truly yours, 

David Eliscu. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I cannot adequately 
express my admiration and gratitude for 
your courageous stand against the war iir 
Vietnam. In times like these I know it is 
difficult to almost singiehandedly fight for 
the right against all the forces of reaction 
in Congress but I know that you must do it 
for all of us who share your views and who 
will eventually be Joined by more as the truth 
becomes known. Please be assured that I 
will do whatever I can to spread the facts 
before all I can reach. I am this day ap- 
pealing to our newly appointed Senator 
from California, Pierre Salinger, to Join you 
in working for peace in southeast Asia. 
With every good wish for you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. LaRue McCormick. 

Drexel Hill, Pa., 

August 7, 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Bravo, Senator Morse, bravo. 

For many years, I have been praising your 
courage; for many years, I have been laud- 
ing your Independence; for many years, my 
friends have been referring to you as “Andy’s 
Senator” when they wish to refer to you 
(pro or con); and for many years, I have 
put off writing you to praise your courage, 
laud your Independence, and ask you to 
count me among those who support you in 
your many unpopular stands. 

I can make no more excuses for not writ- 
ing now, because I fear that the entire 
weight of the country is going to be brought 
against you and your stand on the Vietnam 
mess, and I want you to know that there is 
support for you and your stand. You are 
hot alone. 

You know — as well as those who are doing 
it— that the American people are easily 
manipulated. It won’t take too long for the 
American people who, until recently, didn’t 
want war to be clamoring to “Remember 
the Maine” or “Avenge the burning of the 
Reichstag.” 

I regret that I am not an Oregonian so 
that I may say proudly, “My Senator has 
brains and guts.” 

Bravo, sir, bravo. 

Respectfully, 

Andrew Kevorkian. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 5, 1964, 

Subject: South Vietnam. 

President L. Johnson, 

White House, 

Washington, DC. 

Dear Mr. President: The attacks on North 
Vietnam may widen the war. 

The alleged attack on U.S. military ships 
In the Gulf of Tonkin is insufficient justifica- 
tion for the rash : action suggested. The 
various nonresident forces in the area should 
withdraw to allow a peaceful settlement un- 
der the United Nations. 

Sincerely, 

Jacob Sherman. 

( Copies to Senator T. Kuchel and Senator 
W. Morse.) 


Wilmington, Ohio, 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is to express 
my appreciation for your vote against the 
Joint reEoiution on policy in southeast Asia. 

I am glad also for your vigorous and constant 
questioning of our actions in Vietnam. 

A matter of great concern to me is that 
in these actions that affeot us so vitally we 
are almost entirely in the dark as to what the 
facts are. This situation is well illustrated 
by the question as to whether our destroyers 
“collaborated” with South Vietnamese ships 
In attacks on North Vietnam. 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely yours, 

Warren Griffiths, 

Selah, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: May I take this opportunity to 
say that I agree with your position on U.S. 
policy in southeast Asia. I hope your cour- 
age in taking a public stand on this issue 
will awaken others to your way of thinking. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. John T. Randolph, 

Bayside, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I understand that 
you cast the lone vote against the resolution 
approving U.S. military action against North 
Vietnam bases. 

While you may not receive many letters of 
praise for your wise and well-considered vote, 
let me say that I regret I am not an Ore- 
gonian— I would consider It an honor to vote 
for your reelection. 

Very truly yours, 

John Strauss. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C, 

Dear Senator Morse; Thank you for your 
courageous stand on the South Vietnam 
crisis. The only practical step, as you have 
been saying for some time, is to get our forces 
out of such places where the people can very 
well run their own affairs, and where we run 
the serious risk of setting off a real global 
holocaust. I hope you can have some in- 
fluence with the present administration, to 
show them that they are carrying out Just as 
bad a foreign policy as would the arch- 
reactionary Barry Goldwater. The voters 
would have a difficult decision to make if they 
were extremely interested in peace and sur- 
vival, and I think they are. 

Yours very truly, 

B. Linton. 

Santa Barbara, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : One still small voice 
is so priceless to me. I’m grateful for yours. 

I heard only a part of your address on CBS 
or NBC and noted your vote on President 
Johnson’s Vietnam resolution. It seemed to 
me that only time and history, If we are so 
blessed to have a future history, will give 
your words and vote the eloquence they de- 
serve. 

In the meantime, if you have a copy of 
your TV recorded view, would you be so good 
as to send it to me. I need ammunition for 
my conviction that we can no longer fight 
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with guns for peace, that the day has coma 
when only a better idea can afford us the 
security wo once Imagined in armaments. 
Gratefully yours, 

Emily .Lawrence Newton. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

August 7, 1964. 

.Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: We are deeply grateful for your cou- 
rageous “No" In the voting on military ac- 
tions in southeast Asia. 

In turbulent times like these your sober 
appraisal of events and your steady voice in 
support of law and humaneness are more 
needed than ever. 

Respectfully your:;, 

Dr. “Ians Rademacher. 
Irm., W, Rademacher. 

V ashon, Wash., 

. August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Although I am not 
one of your constituent}, may I assure you 
that there Is much support, unfortunately 
Inarticulate, for your recent statements on 
the Vietnam situation. 

As you may know, the Seattle newspapers 
pretend you don’t exist, unless you are at- 
tacked, and we must depend for news of your 
views on the occasional notice taken of you 
by television, and on magazines such as the 
“Progressive." 

I know of no way to give you effective aid, 
but please accept my gratitude for your un- 
failing respect for equity among nations. 

. Your words give us the rare opportunity to 
feel pride rather than s'. lame, and I am so 
sorry that you must, almost alone, bear the 
expense of recouping so ne of our national 
respect, and even self-respect. Your courage 
is an inspiration. 

Sincerely, 

Edwin K. Cole. 

Coi umb us, Ohio, , 
August 10, 1964. 

Ron. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The petition, a copy 
of which is enclosed, was hurriedly obtained 
to try to influence our Congressmen against 
the recently passed resolution on southeast 
Aula moves. 

A few at our institute wrote letters com- 
mending your stand and 1 am glad to say you 
have some stanch supporters among the 
Unitarians. 

I personally want to congratulate you for 
ycur courageous and principled stand. What 
a wonderful world it would be if we had 50 
more Senators like you and Senator Gruen- 

ING. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Childers. 

Nossaman, Thompson, Waters & Moss, 

hos Angeles, Calif., August 11, 1964. 

Hon. Wa yne Morse, 

U.S. Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington,' D.C. 

Hon. Ernest Gruening, 

U.S. Senator from Alaska , 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: I congratulate you both on 
two things, your opposition to foreign aid 
and to President Johnson s personal war in 
South Vietnam which was begun by Presi- 
da.it Kennedy. 

Foreign aid will rank as the greatest fraud 
in human history. It has cost the United 
Suites over $100 billion, none of which was 
our money, but all of which added to the 
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more than $300 billion of Indebtedness, 
which will never be paid, hanging over the 
people cf the United States. We of course 
will nevnr have an accounting of where these 
vast sums went or of who actually received 
them. We can perhaps get some Idea from 
the fact that two West African chiefs have 
recently built themselves $10 or 012 million 
marble palaces out of these handouts. 
There was another West African chief, a year 
or so ago, who spent a day or two shopping 
in New York and ended up with, about $1 
million In expensive equipment No one 
\ will ever know how many South American 
and other dictators have been made million- 
aires by this program. American bankers 
doing business in South America estimate 
that perhaps from 40 to 50 par cent of Ameri- 
can aid illters through to its intended pur- 
poses, where we may safely assume it is 
incompetently expended. 


Your courageous stand for a cease-fire in 
Vietnam and withdrawal of American troops 
lias given heart to the forces of peace and 
sanity in our country. 

Resfcctfully yours, 

Cecelia Wolfson. 

Green belt, Md., 

August 4, 1964. 

Senator Wa yne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I cannot send you a 
communication on any matter without at 
the same time telling you how thoroughly 
I agree with your views on Vietnam. I want 
to commend you most highly for the splen- 
did, courageous and forceful way you have 
spoken out on numerous occasions against 
the wrong and folly, as we see it, of our 
Government's course In regard to Vietnam. 
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foreign aid— unless i.t is the proposal to 
spend some $20 billion In trying to put a 
man on the moon. My recollection Is that 
Senator Morse has spoken out against this 
program also. 

So far as South Vietnam Is concerned, 
we fsimpl f have no business there. The fact 
that this tiny strip of cobra -Inf essed jungle 
may go Communist Is no concern of ours. 
The alternative would seem to be that we 
stand guird over It 'permanently and keep 
ourselves embroiled in the affairs of this 
half-civil zed little country. We exhibited 
no particular concern when, without protest 
or interference, we let Eastern Europe, an 
infinitely moie Important area, drift into 
communi :m. 

I am n Republican and regret that no 
prominent Republican has seen fit to speak 
out on these issues and to support the stand 
which you two gentlemen have so courage- 
ously taken, I am sending a copy of this 
letter to a few other persons who might 
be interested In its subject matter. 

Yours very truly, 

Walter L. Nossaman. 

Los Angeles, Calxf., 

August ll, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washingtcn, DC. 

Dear Se vatoii Morse : We support your po- 
sition on South Vietnam. You are a coura- 
geous mar to adhere to the principle of world 
peace threugh the machinery of the United 
Nations, when both political parties wish to 
attain oui goals by military force Thank 
you. 

Frederic G. Marks. 

Dear Senator: Permit me to give my moral 
and spiritual support for your courageous 
speech following the so-called attack on the 
U.S. fleet by North Vietnamese PT boats. 

Could anyone in this country, or the world 
for that matter, actually believe this to be 
true without extreme provocation on our 
part? It seems we are Intent on engaging 
them In wtr by fair means or foul, and this 
would seem to be the device. I for one can’t 
swallow th? yarn that they attacked us with- 
out provocitlon. 

I am a registered Republican, in your 
camp, and hope; you will have the strength 
to contlnuj the fight for some semblance of 
sanity In this situation. 

Please accept my best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew 'I. Culloden. 

Flossmoor, III. 


Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Only by negotiation 
can we hope to extricate ourselves from the 
disaster which the policy of force being em- 
ployed under the orders of President John- 


matter at least twice on television (on the 
Today program). I have written to Prest- 

SL S?! tW,Ce protestln & against our 
policy in Vietnam, and urging a negotiated 
settlement and neutralization of the whole 
Indochinese peninsula, and collected 22 ad- 
ditional signatures on my last letter. But 
5 s d0 ®"°‘ lo ?* a V f aI1 the Protests against 
im ° n ln and su PPort of the war 
n R VI S n w !5 e going t0 recced in changing 
U f Poijoy- There are not enough protests. 
h I s ® ]auc ' you also f or all your efforts to 
help the poor and unfortunate people. If 
we could just have a lot more Senators and 

ntat V6S llke you ’ how nmch better 
off our coun try and the world would be 
With best wishes, I am. 

Sincerely, 

_ c Mrs. Elsie B. Reeves. 

stiff 6lnce the Vietnam crisis you 

old “ a * ntfl l n your good sense— you and 
Senator Greening, i knew you would. 

W.hitefish, Mont., 

Senator Wayne Morse, 7 - 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

u D ,^ R Senator Morse; Thank you for the 
no vote on the resolution to back the ad- 
mtoistratlon’s latest move to extend the war 
hj md thus bring the world closer 

to the brink of an unthinkable nuclear war 
We strongly believe that the cause of peace 

served onJy lf we gefc out OI 
South Vietnam, and now North Vietnam too 
Would that there were more Senators as cou- 
rageous as you and Senator Gruening 
Very truly yours. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilferd Pedersen. 

Oskaloosa, Iowa, 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: At this occasion 
must congratulate you for the dissenting 
vote cast by you against the superimposl- 
tion of power for President Johnson by both 
the House and Senate. This gives President 
Johnson the indiscriminate authority to 
use uncontrollable force “In aggressive war- 
fare and undeclared war,” without Senate 
approval in specific instances. This is con- 
trary, to the will of the Constitution which 
desires to keep the peace. By his action 
President Johnson did in South Vietnam 
retaliate not only against the first offense 
but took occasion to instigate a “second 
aggressive offensive" not granted him by the 
Constitution or the Congress. This is 
tyranny and aggressive action due to super- 
imposition of unlawful authority. 

It was you and Senator Ernest Gruening 
who voted right on this matter, the rest 
voted in a schizophrenic or insane manner, 
that will greatly hurt the prestige of 
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Senator Gruening for me, regarding the 
rightnes 3 of this dissenting vote against 
unauthorized superimposed unconstitu- 
tional authority of power for the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

I have on several occasions notified 
President Johnson, that “no power on 
earth” will be able to prevent the Com- 
munist takeover in the Orient or East. 
This includes also Vietnam. It is a waste 
of lives and material on our part to defend 
Vietnam against aggression. It is a viola- 
tion by us against their sovereignty as a 
Nation. De Gaulle had the right solution 
(neutralize the Orient), this President 
Johnson ignored because of his megace- 
phallc authority foisted upon him by the 
Congress. 

Sincerely, 

Walter T. Oetjen. 


^ — SENATE 
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I hope you will work for the withdrawal 
of our troops from all parts of the globe, 
and a resumption of our policy time -honored 
in the past, of minding our own business. 

While political beatings, torture, and mur- 
der is rampart in the South, and bitter pov- 
erty affects millions of our people, it would 
seem that we have enough to do to mind 
our own business. 

We are neither good enough nor big 
enough to run the whole damned world. 

Respectfully yours, 

John D. La Wall. 

P.S. — My father was a Union soldier, my 
uncle left his arm at Gettysburg, and at the 
age of 15 I served in the Philippines in the 
Spanish-Amerlcan War. 

Could you kindly send me a roster of the 
Senate? 
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Seattle, Wash., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We write to con- 
gratulate you on your stand in the Senate 
on the Vietnam resolution, and to encourage 
you to continue to try to voice constructive 
alternatives to this very complicated prob- 
lem. 

We are supporting the positions of people 
like yourself, and trying to see that they 
reach as wide an audience as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

Anne M. and David R. Stadler, 

P.S. — If your office could also convey this 
message to the office of Senator Gruening 
from Alaska, we would like to extend it to 
him as well. 


Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Mor6e, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : It was very hearten- 
ing to us to hear your comments on the 
Vietnam matter, and we commend you 
highly for speaking out. We wish there 
were more men of your caliber in Congress. 
We hope fervently that you will continue to 
use your influence to keep us out of war. 
Respectfully yours, 

Ben and Ella Walt. 

. Roseville, Mich., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Mr. Morse : Commendations and a 
grateful thanks for offering what appears 
at present to be oiie of the only two sane 
voices In the country on Vietnam situation. 
Although I am not a constituent of yours 
I feel you are representing the true wishes of 
most of the American people who will have to 
fight the war which Johnson is brewing. 

Yours truly, 

v Rosalind Weltman. 

Princeton, N.J., 

August 10, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator MorSe: I would like to ex- 
press my appreciation of the 'forthright stand 
you have taken on the floor of the Senate re- 
garding our role in Vietnam. It takes no 
little courage to support an unpopular posi- 
tion, as you and Senator Gruening did, in 
the face of widespread opposition and jingo- 
istic fervor. 

Although I am not a constituent of yours, 
and hence my support won't be of much sig- 
nificance, I nevertheless feel that you should 
know that I, myvpfe, and many of my friends 
here at Princeton have great respect for your 
and Senator Gruening’s efforts. I hope that 
you will have some success in rallying your 
colleagues to the McGovern proposal. 
Sincerely, 

Chandler Davidson. 

Hamlin, N.Y., 
August 11, 1964. 
Hon. Wayne Morse, — • 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: I am one of the mil- 
lions of Americans who applaud your cou- 
rageous action in opposing the madness of 
our policy in Vietnam and its inherent threat 
to the peace of the world. More power to 
you. 

Personally, I deplore our intransigent atti- 
tude toward little 'Cuba, while at the same 
time we hob-nob with the beast Franco and 
bolster his rotten dictatorship by millions 
in subsidies. 


Turn Toward Peace, 

New York, N.Y., August 8, 1964. 
Dear Sir: Let me urge you to take .time 
out of a busy life to read the enclosed leaflet 
on South Vietnam by Robert S. Browne. We 
send it to you not as ah official statement of 
“Turn Toward Peace”; as an organization of 
organizations It does not issue such official 
documents. “Turn Toward Peace” does want 
to promote discussion, and I can tell you 
that the general line of Mr. Browne's leaflet 
is accepted by a great many of the orga- 
nizations participating in “Turn Toward 
Peace” as well as by many others unofficially 
represented at two conferences concerned 
with this subject, 

X think the recent events in the Bay of 
Tonkin and our aerial bombardment of 
North Vietnam reinforce the conclusions of 
this paper. Our involvement in Vietnam is 
in itself a provocation which can only drag 
us in deeper and deeper. If we truly seek 
peace in southeast Asia we should immedi- 
ately take steps to Internationalize the situ- 
ation, to end unilateral United States in- 
volvement, and to see that serious negoti- 
ations begin. 

I myself, speaking as Norman Thomas 
rather than officially as chairman of any- 
thing, believe that our Government's present 
policy will, in the long run, help more than 
hurt aggressive communism throughout the 
world; further, it points steadily toward 
Asian, or pro-bataly world, war. A political 
solution may be difficult. A military solu- 
tion is impossible. 

Sincerely yours, 

Norman Thomas. 

Amherst, Mass., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator of the United States, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Senator: Permit me, though not 
one of your constituents, to express my deep 
admiration for the courage and wisdom you 
have exhibited by opposing the recent resolu- 
tion of the Congress concerning the 
U.S. policy in southeast Asia. It will be 
long remembered by many who think like 
you that you and Senator Gruening were 
the lonely dissenters in an emotion-condi- 
tioned move that may well be the gravest 
political error of this generation. The tradi- 
tional missionary zeal of the Americans who 
believe that they are destined to bring “the 
law to the lesser breeds” once again has in- 
duced them to identify their own interests 
with the general postulate of freedom, an 
attitude which our enemies not unjustly 
may stigmatize as “imperialism.” 

I visited Saigon 2 years ago. The im- 
pression I gained is that we cannot win this 
war and the sooner we disengage ourselves 
the better for us and for them. 

Respectfully yours, 

KARL LOEWENSTEIN. 


Corona Del Mar, Calif., 

August 18, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to take this 
time to express my hearty support on your 
position regarding our entire conduct to date 
in South Vietnam. I am particularly proud 
that you had the courage to again be one of 
the tiny Senate minority who would express 
their opposition. 

You presented the facts most sincerely and 
effectively and from what I read you received 
very good press coverage on your views. Very 
serious mistakes are presently being made 
in our national policies and it would be nice 
to be able to see some way of altering this 
imprudent and rather disastrous course in 
southeast Asia. The United Nations is fully 
prepared to accept these responsibilities and 
each of these that it can successfully tackle 
and accomplish helps to build a stronger and 
more effective U.N, Are we so afraid of our 
position in the U.N.? 

I would appreciate your comments regard- 
ing the compromise rider of Dikksen and 
Mansfield on the issue of legislative appor- 
tionment. I can understand Goldwater’s 
need for delaying this constitutional require- 
ment, but cannot quite understand the Dem- 
ocratic Party’s need and presumed support 
of Dirksen’s rider. Just what are these facts 
as you see them? 

It is both interesting and frightening to 
see the clear and distinct parallels between 
the birth and development of fascism in 
Germany and the beginnings I see in the 
rise of Barry Goldwater. A rereading of 
Fromm's book, “Escape From Freedom,” helps 
to explain the rising force of America’s brand 
of fascism. I think that Goldwater’s use of 
the word “extremism” helps to further delude 
the American people. I am reminded that 
Hitler never was elected, and I would guess 
that Barry's “army” will play an equally 
dirty game of politics. It would be nice to 
think that America’s Intellect is superior to 
Germany’s and that the intellectual resist- 
ance will be much more vigorous. Will it? 

Best regards, 

George R. Hermach. 

La Jolla, Calif.. 

August 19, 1964, 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building', 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse : I want to express 
my deep gratitude for the lonely and cour- 
ageous stand which you have taken against 
the war in Vietnam, for your clarifying of 
the issue whenever possible (notably in the 
article In the August Progressive), and es- 
pecially for your vote against the resolution 
to give the President power to expand the 
war. 

One negative vote, in a situation and at 
a time like this, can have historic slgnifl- 
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c.f.nce. It may be the nucleus for a rift In 
a policy which looks unalterable. I believe 
leality and right are both on your side. 

With gratitude and admiration. 

Yours sincerely, 

■ Helen M. Beardsley. 

West Slayton, Oreg., 

August 21, 1964. 

My Dear Senator: Just received your let- 
ter on the Johnson and McNamara war In 
Vietnam. The Kennedy and Elsenhower war 
In Cuba, the Truman police action In Korea. 
I am against the whole kit and kaboodle and 
I would advise the fore:gn aid to git out 
of business lock, stock, snd barrel. I have 
oodles and gobs of friends that feel the same 
way I do; (2) Now then I am for a graduated 
income tax, graduated production tax, grad- 
uated ownership tax. 

Keeping in mind ..maximum efficiency 
v/lth a minimum-size operation; (3) all Fed- 
eral incomes to be divided 50-50 with the 
State or States from whence the income 
came from; (4) the States to run their own 
health, welfare, and education; (5) and I 
am for Senator Wayne Morse most of the 
time. 

Respectfully your friend, 

Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Keirsey. 


Chicago, III., 

' • August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express my 
gratitude to you for having voted against 
the “predated declaration of war” which 
your colleagues approved last week. 

It was gratifying to see that at least one 
legislator had the good se lse to call a spade 
a spade and spoke out against the question- 
able and reprehensible and hasty act com- 
mitted by our government in reprisal for acts 
equally reprehensible. 

It seems that many of our leaders have not 
yet fully realized that cone itions in the world 
in 1064 are different from any previous time 
in man’s history and therefore require dif- 
ferent treatment. 

There must be thousands of us appreciat- 
ing your independent thinking. I certainly 
do 

Respectfully yours, 

Kenneth R. Burley. 

The Baptist Student Center, 

San Jose, Cali)., August 11, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator Morse; I wish to thank you 
most heartiy for your stand on Vietnam, and 
for your excellent article in the last 
“ITogressive.” 

If we don’t commit suicide over Vietnam, 
you will have a great deal of credit for sav- 
ing us and the world. 

Sincerely yours, 

N George L. Collins. 

Bronx, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Applause for a sane 
vc-Lce in this new hysteria around the Viet- 
nam war. 

My wire to President Johnson, “You are 
falling into Goldwater’s trap by escalating 
war In Vietnam without , ustifleatton,” lias 
gore unanswered. 

Your courage and Independence give hope, 
however, that others will join you— and that 
we’ll achieve peace in our lifetime. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mildred Nuller. 


Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Se mator : I wish to express my alarm 
and sorrow at the deterioration in Vietnam. 
With the possible extension of armed con- 
flict with all its profound tragi c conse- 
quences tc millions of people. 

I support your courageous stand with my 
humble appreciation. 

May it strengthen your efforts to seek 
peace to end these hostilities so all nations 
and peopl j will bring these problems to a 
conference and seek solution with peace and 
justice in our hearts. 

Very truly yours, 

Maud? DooliitlE. 
Sydney J. Birdsey. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne M°Rss, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mf. Morse: !! am writing to express 
my appreciation for the speech you made 
August 4 criticizing American policy in Viet- 
nam. The only outcome of such a policy 
could be lending 'more and more men to 
fight, exchange of fire with, North Vietnam, 
bombings and finally war unless there is a 
reversal because the. people do not want 
such a war. I was appalled at the unani- 
mous approval (with your exception) of 
President Johnson's “brinksihf'.nshtp, " which 
Is certain!;/ the; opp-csite of statesmanship. 

Thank y>u again for bringing a little light 
and claritj (and sanity) to the Senate. 

Frances S cafii>i. 
(Mrs. A. Scafidi) . 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Chapel Hill. N.C.. 

August 7. 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Offi :e Building, 

Washington i, D.C. 

Dear Senatof. Mouse : Yesterday 'I wired 
President Johnson urging him to support 
your posit on on Vietnam ar.d to call for 
negotiations through the Geneva conference 
for a settlement of the southeast Asia crisis. 
It is good t j know' that are at least two Mem- 
bers of the U.S. Senate who are willing to 
stand up i-o the military and refuse their 
blessing on this w’ar — carrying on where the 
French lef': off. The French were involved 
because Indochina was their ’colony. We say 
we are involved for the Bake of “freedom.” 
even though the man we are supporting never 
won bis piece through anything more demo- 
cratic than a military coup. We are support- 
ing a government that is not being sup- 
ported by the people. Over and over I’ve 
said this tc the President but I may as well 
have saved my breath to cool my porridge. 

I shall r ot wear you down with a long 
harangue. I want simply to thank you for 
your courage and to commend you. I wish 
that our Senators from North Carolina had 
the same courage. 

I did not know that Senator Gkuening 
had stood with you until the newscast a few 
hours ago. I am sending him a copy of this 
note— as w. ill ae my own two Senators, Mr. 
Ervin and Mr, Jordan. 

Cordially, 

Charlotte Adams.. 

Los Angeles Calif. 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; I am grateful to 
you for the humanity, good judgment, and 
courage which you showed in your latest 
speed! upor. the situation in Vietnam . 

It is tragic thf:t American pfficials seem so 
willing to sacrifice American lives and risk 
the danger of an atomic war to supjKJrt the 
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interests of the government cliche in South 
Vietnam. 

With thanks and sincere good wishes, 

Anna Nacke. 

St. Louis, Mo., 
August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Because you will re- 
ceive many letters condemning your vote on 
the South Vietnam situation resolution, I 
want you to know that there are some people 
who do support your stand. When I finish 
this brief note to you, I intend to write a si- 
milar one to Senator Gruening. 

All this turmoil growing out of torpedoes 
that missed their mark is ridiculous. Fur- 
thermore, how are we to be sure that the 
whole “attack” was not a fabrication on 
the part of our “ally”, South Vietnam, in 
order to get us more thoroughly involved in 
the war. as tile Kahnh government had been 
urging us to-be In the weeks immediately 
preceedlng the attack? Or, worse, could it 
be “the invisible government” in action 
again? 

At any rate , let us hope that we will not be 
pushed over the brink by whoever is doing 
the pushing. 

In closing, let me add that I hope you will 
continue to Ire able to maintain your lonely 
stand and to vote the courage of your con- 
victions. You are not alone, and I do hope 
others who think as I, and my husband, do, 
will write to tell you so. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara B. Wolfe. 

Mrs. Alvin W. Wolfe. 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: God give you 
strength to continue lifting your voice in this 
era of falsehood and deceptions. 

Surely you are a greater patriot than those 
who would send our men to be killed and to 
kill others. 

May your tribe increase. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Hattie Paskin. 

Los Angeles. 

Senator Morse Assails U.S. as “Provoca- 
teur.” 

Washington. — Senator Wayne Morse, 
Democrat, of Oregon, yesterday assailed the 
United States as a “provocateur” in South 
Vietnam and said he will not support a "pre- 
dated declaration of war” in Asia. 

Morse, a consistent critic of U.S. mainte- 
nance of troops in South Vietnam, voiced his 
opposition as the Senate’s leadership mapped 
plans to push through a resolution backing 
President Johnson in whatever steps are 
necessary to preserve peace and freedom in 
southeast Asia. 

He charged, in a Senate speech, that the 
incidents which inspired the resolution — 
on which the Senate Foreign Relations and 
Armed Services Committees will meet at 9 
a.m. today— “is as much the doing of the 
United States as it is the doing of North 
Vietnam.” 

The resolution, expected to have over- 
whelming bipartisan backing, is expected 
to be introduced in the Senate tomorrow. 

Morse charged that a forerunner to the 
attacks on the U.S. destroyers was a known 
bombardment by South Vietnamese naval 
vessels of "two North Vietnamese islands 
within 3 to 5 or 6 miles of the main coast of 
North Vietnam.” 

He said the “clear implication" of that 
incident is that the U.S. Navy stood guard 
while vessels of South Vietnam shelled North 
Vietnam. 
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+v>«+ tji» TTnitnri states has ately conceived “predated declaration of For the sake of God and humanity, lets 
war" to quote your excellent statement. go about bringing an end to the war in 

Sincerely, 




Morse declared that the United States has 
much to lose and little to gain by continu- 
ing its “unilateral military action in south- 
east Asia, unsanctioned by the United Na- 
tions, and unaccompanied by allies" and 
should "strike a blow for peace" at the con- 
ference table. 

“I shall not support any substitute which 
takes the form of a predated declaration of 
war,” he declared. “I shall not support any 
delegation of the duty of Congress — of Con- 
gress — not the President — to determine an 
issue of war or peace. 

‘T shall not support any substitute which 
takes the form of military action to expand 
the war or that encourages our puppets in 
Saigon to expand the war.” 

Ann Arbor, Mich., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Sir: I am . writing this letter about, 
your dissent vote regarding the resolution 
backing President Johnson’s action in 
southeast Asia. 

I think you are absolutely right in your 
vote. We should gradually remove all our 
forces from South Vietnam. I think the 
French found this out after so many years 
there. 

Thank you. • 

Sincerely yours, 

Clyde J. Bennett. 

Edgartown, Mass., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: May I congratulate you for your 
courageous stand against administration 
policy on Vietnam. Believe me, there are 
millions of Americans who feel as you do. 
Please keep up the good fight. 

Sincerely yours, 

Samuel. Pksscott Fay, Jr. 

.' CraWFORDSVILLE, lND„ 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
courageous and intelligent stand on the 
Vletnam’-Gulf of Tonkin question. We need 
more intelligence with our courage, 

I have spent the past 5 years teaching 
chemistry in India, .and hope to return next 
year. I have seen that the problems in Asia 
are not primarily military. We need time, 
not war, In order to help Asians with their 
task of building freedom in Asia. As India 
well knows, freedom from foreign rule and 
from communism does not insure freedom 
from hunger, from the misuse of freedom, 
etc. And for most of the fathers and 
mothers who are seeing their children go 
hungry, freedom from hunger Is more Im- 
portant than political freedom. . 

We need time. The unwillingness to prac- 
tice the art of Yankee trading and dispro- 
portionate retaliation are not the best ways 
to obtain the time we need. 

Thank you for your statements and vote. 
Sincerely yours, 

William E. Bauer. 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

August 6,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for the 
comments you made on the floor of the Sen- 
ate in regard to the Vietnam crisis. Yours 
Is the sole voice of sanity in our Government. 
We join you in refusing to support a dellber- 


Ralph Sacks. 

Cazenovia, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I want, to tell you how 
much I have respected and admired you for 
the wise analysis and counsel you have been 
giving the American people about Vietnam. 
If we had followed your advice months ago, 
we could have avoided ou.r present dangerous 
predicament. Your courageous stand these 
last few terrible days has been an inspiration 
to us all. 

Keep up your good work. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jane Grey Anderson. 

State University of Iowa, 
lou>a City, Iowa, August 7, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your courageous stand against the adminis- 
tration’s reckless policy in Vietnam. Some- 
day It will be generally acknowledged that 
you were right and the rest of your col- 
leagues wrong about this issue. In the 
meantime, I hope you will keep up the good 
work for a long time to come, 

Yours, 

Christopher Lasch, 
Associate Professor of History. 

New York, N.Y. 

Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I am completely behind 
your position for getting U.S. troops out of 
Vietnam and using the U.N. rather than the 
military to preserve 'world peace. Thank you, 
sir, so much for being sane. The rational 
world, even if they don’t realize It, congratu- 
late you on your Intelligent stand. 

Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

Marion Shatun. 

Detroit, Mich,, 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon, Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator’ Morse: Thank you for the 
fortitude you have shown in withstanding 
the blandishments of powerful interests ap- 
parently bent on dragging this country Into 
a war thousands of miles from our shores, 
meanwhile neglecting domestic issues crying 
for attention. 

Yours may be a lone voice but you are on 
the side of truth. 

Yours very truly, 

Wesley M. Witwer. 

Dallas, Tex., 
August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Lyndon Johnson, 

President, United States, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: Our present dilemma 
in Vietnam points up how fantastically 
ridiculous it la for us to continue to bar 
Red China from the United Nations. If that 
country were a member, grievances could be 
taken before the U.N. and we would have 
some hope for a solution of the problem. 

To Asians I can imagine that your state- 
ment that we “have acted and always will 
act in self-defense,” goes over like a lead 
ballon. They must draw a parallel between 
this country and Germany and Italy when 
the later two countries were miles from 
their own country bombing the devil out of 
people. 


Vietnam. 

Very sincerely, 

Cordye Hall. 

Copy to Hon. Wayne Morse. 

Lidice Is Not Forgotten 
Editor, the Record: It was 22 years ago 
today (June 10, 1942) that Hitler and his 
Nazis destroyed and razed the little village 
of Lidice * * * in Czechoslovakia. 

That morning Hitler’s Nazis took out every 
male in the village from 16-year-old boys to 
the oldest men, and lined them up and 
mowed them down with machine-gun Arc. 
They huddled the women in army trucks 
and took them to concentration camps, and 
scattered the children throughout Germany. 
The entire village was stripped; * * * the 
buildings were razed with army bulldozers, 
and the stones and lumber were carted away; 
the ground was leveled; only a part of the 
foundation of the old village church and of 
the Horak home are seen. A little brook runs 
through the village. * * * 

In 1926 I passed through Lidice on my 
way to Kladno. My friend John Jindra of 
Emerson visited the old site of Lidice last, 
year. * * * The Czecks have have left it as it 
was the day the Nazis destroyed It. But on 
its boundary has been built a memorial 
park with rose gardens, and the rose plants 
growing there were sent from all parts of 
the world. The men and families have a 
fitting memorial. 

After a lapse of 23 years my wife and I 
went to Czechoslovakia. We arrived in 
Praha August 13, 1961, the day the Com- 
munists finished the Berlin wall. The 
Czecks of Praha were celebrating the news: 
they said they should put a wall along the 
border so there would be no more Lldices. 

After 2 days in Praha I went to the village 
where my mother was born more than 100 
years ago. It is a village similar to Lidice. 
Its name is Maly Bor— Small Boro. 

We spoke about the Berlin wall. The 
Czechoslovaks, the Yugoslavs, and the Polish 
nation want the wall to stand. They know 
that had Hitler and the Nazis won, within 
40 to 50 years there would have been no 
Polish, Yugoslav, or Czech schools; all would 
have been Nazifled and German would be 
the only language spoken. They want, no 
united Germany. They will unite to fight 
to keep their nationalities. There was once 
a great Austro-Hungarian empire. What is 
left is Austria — population, about 8 million. 
They are independent of Germany. East 
Germany, with a population of about 18 
million, con get along independently. 

We known the Berlin wall is a monstrosity. 
The murdering and shooting down of inno- 
cent boys and fathers; the razing of an 
entire village; the carting off of its women 
and children; the wiping it off the face of 
the earth by man, not by natural forces, i 
a greater monstrosity. 

William Zabransky, Jr. 
Little Ferry, June 10, 1964. 

Sacramento, Cat, if.. 

August 14, 1971. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : Thank you for speak- 
ing out on the Vietnam situation. 

Yours was a voice of reason. I only hope 
that others will be strengthened by your 
courage and insight. 

This is not a time for unity toward war. 
I wish that you were the Senator from my 
State. I am thankful that you represent 
the ideas and ideals of interest to me. 

Respectfully yours. 

Harry Aron, Ph. D., 

Professor of Psychology. 
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San Iorenzo, Calif., 

August 8, 1964 . 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I wish to commend you for the 
stand you have taker, during the present 
Vietnam crisis. As a wife and mother of 
four children I am deeply concerned that 
other Senators and Congressmen have not 
taken such a similar courageous stand. I 
have written both my Congressman and Sen- 
ator urging them to clo all in their power 
to see that our Nation acts through the 
United Nations to keep from starting a nu- 
clear war. I have written a similar request 
to the President of the United States. Please 
keep on supporting y-rar suggested course 
of action — the only sensible way of thinking 
in the atomic age. 

Sincerely, ■ 

Mrs. Russell Tausheck. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Snt: As a student of political science 
I have often been disturbed by the seeming 
broad agreement on t n American foreign 
policy which often lack; any sense. Now and 
then I have come across statements you have 
made In an attempt to reorient our foreign, 
policy. However, it is almost impossible to 
locate any of your speec hes In the New York 
press. Indeed only the Times mentions your 
statements but there Is rarely an amplifica- 
tion. I would appreciate any reprints of 
your speeches on foreign aid and southeast 
Asia. If this would neb be possible, an in- 
dication of where I might locate the afore- 
mentioned would be appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Ronald Bayer ^ 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

August 9, 1964. 

The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My :Dear Senator Morse: Before another 
day passes, let me express my hearty agree- 
ment with your remarks on the Vietnam 
■crisis, and those reasons you expressed for 
refusing to join In the congressional vote of 
confidence and authorisation of greatly ex- 
tended powers to the President. 

I had a queasy feeling that this affair in 
the Bay of Tonkin was nothing more than a 
clever political ploy by the administration 
ix) confound the Gcldwater opposition. 
!31nce Johnson’s action was essentially what 
Goldwater has been clamoring for, this put 
Goldwater in a position of enforced agree- 
ment with the Johnson move, this check- 
mating (or at least stalemating) Cold- 
water's arguments that the Johnson forces 
have been “soft" in the Vietnam affair. And 
President Johnson mosti probably reasoned 
that the Communist Chinese would not react 
with war, and even If they did, they cannot 
react with nuclear arms, and with the Sino- 
Soviet dispute in fore e, Russia probably 
would not intervene In such a localized mat- 
ter. While thts calculating may be accurate, 
and may have “paid ofi.” it consists of the 
jjreatest immorality known to 20th century 
man, namely the gambling with the entire 
populations of the Northern Hemisphere. 

It has been told me, over and over again, 
that we should not expect “morality” in in- 
ternational affairs. This is why I was so 
heartened to hear your plea, for looking at 
this Issue In a moral light, and for looking at 
It as * * ♦ say • * * fhe Turks are now 
looking at It, doing precisely what we did, 
only this time against Cyprus. Tit for tat, 
they say. And, of course, they are right 
* * * i f we were. 


The hews media made the worst of your 
remarks, and never did tell the listening or 
reading public here in Minneapolis who the 
other Senator was who voted with you 
against the congressional support vote. :t 
would te curious to know who hie was, and 
his reasons for voting against the overwhelm- 
ing tide 

Than]: you, for being, as you always have 
been, our most courageous Senator. I only 
wish a ihird party movement had a chance 
in Ameiica. I’d organize It, anti nominate 
you. Seriously, however * * * such a thing 
ia desi>erately needed. Have you any 
thoughts on this you could share with us 
here? 

S: ncerely, 

Bette Chambers. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washinidon, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I wish to compli- 
ment ycu on your display of integrity ancl 
courage In opposing our Nation’s gleeful drift 
toward t isaster In Asia and moral loss every- 
where. The events which led up to our air 
attacks igainst North Vietnam territory arc 
not yet deal to this writer. However, the 
scale ol our retaliation — which attacked 
“supporting facilities” as well as warships 
was completely out of proportion to the 
stated provocation. Restraint, not over re- 
acting, would have beei) a more fitting re- 
sponse for a nation that is both secure in 
the strength and convinced of the righteous- 
ness of .ts cause. 

I canrot conceive that our Nation chooses; 
to be thn Implacable enemy of one -fourth of 
mankind. 

I would like very much to receive from 
your office available reports on the nature of 
our Nat on’s involvement in Vietnam and 
the natire ol the regime W3 are supporting 
there with our blood an(i money, I treat 
most official statements on the crisis there 
with much skepticism. 

Respectfully yours, 

David Nugenk Blank. 

Hollywood Cultural Club, 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator ,Vayue Morse, 

.Senate, 

Washington, .D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We members of 
Hollywocd Cultural Club of Los Angeles, 
Calif., aJmlre and support wholeheartedly 
your sane aud courageous stand on the 
grave situation In South Vietnam. 

Your ”lews and opinion are correct and 
true to the facts prevalent In southeast Asia 
and part .cula dy In Vietnam. 

Therefore wo all Join you In the righteous 
fight agjinst this undeclared, by our Con- 
gress, war to cease the losses of young Ameri- 
can lives 

We wliih you many scores of healthy and 
fruitful ./ears of life in our beautiful coun- 
try; we t Iso vrtsh you to retain the strength 
of your c mvlctions. 

Respectfully yours, 

Samuel Rosenthal, President. 
Dora H. Shapiro, Secret ary. 

Willcwdale, Ontario, Canada, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator 'Vayn e Morse, 

Washington, D.C., 

United S.ates of America. 

Honor: id Sis: Let me express my sincere 
appreciation .for your morsJ and political 
courage. I am sura the thinking world re- 
grets that you are not the lhresldent of the 
United Spates of America. 

It Is an Insult to the average Intelligence 
to assert that, a peanut nation like North 
Vietnam would dam to risk annihilation by 
an unprovoked attack on the migh ty United 
States of Ameilca. 


President Johnson strives to steal the 
thunder from Mr. Goldwater — and — will do 
so — at any cost. Hence the present crisis. 

Similar to Korea, we can lose a “conven- 
tional” war in North Vietnam— the same 
enemy, on his own ground. 

Seen in action, this breed of fighting man 
has no equal. 

The Co:.nmles stole the blueprint from 
Rome; grab the kid at birth, close his mind, 
but eliminate the fear of hell. 

Korea saw mere boys from Florida and 
California, who never had seen snow, unable 
to climb steep hills under a 70-pound pack, 
slaughtered like sheep. Frostbite casualties 
were enormous. These kids were up against 
warmly clad “monkeys” with a bag of rice at 
their belt, and a burp gun, who skipped up 
and down steep rocks that would scare a 
goat. The tough lads who made the hilltop, 
soon ran Dut of ammunition. The trucks 
with “ammo” were sidetracked into a ditch 
on the only road up front. The beer and Ice 
cream trucks, plus Bob Hope’s entertain- 
ment mob, had priority. 

In any conventional war, men who take a 
car to buy some smokes are no match for 
these millions of spindly legged Commies 
who can — somehow— pack 140 pounds, bare- 
footed up hill, drop his load and be ready 
to fight. And In this new Job In North 
Vietnam we have the selfsame setup as In 
Korea. Hence the Idea of hiring the same 
kind of breed In South Vietnam, asking them 
to fight la’ money. The Commies have the 
“legs” and also a belief we Catholics envy; 
we are not. ready to die for the notion like 
Commies do. North Vietnam wrecked quite 
a flock of French governments, and licked 
600,000 French troops. President De Gaulle 
must now be dying laughing. He knew. 
Now American lads are going to die asprawl 
French graves before it is over. 

Anyone ask Mr. Johnson what he will do 
with North and South Vietnam once the 
war Is won; if ever? 

Can we !-u]e southeast Asia which will be 
boiling with a supreme hatred when it is all 
over? 

Only history will, prove that Senator 
Wayne Mouse was about the only man in the 
United Sta ;es of America who had the ability 
to see and think clearly on foreign affairs. 

Thank you, sir, for reading this letter. 

Yours respectfully, 

M. J. Caveney. 

August 11, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I should like to ex- 
press my admiration for your courage in 
voting against the resolution on Vietnam, 
and may I say sir, that I completely agree 
with you. 

I have written to 'President Johnson 
voicing these opinions. 

Rcsp set fully yours, 

Syma Kaufman. 

Seattle, Wash., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : I saw a small article in the Seat- 
tie P.I. where you opposed the Senators’ move 
to really ge t us into this darn war for which 
I thank you . 

Lately, we have been fed on war prop- 
aganda so much that it is getting sickening. 
And this P. I. is about the worst. 

Yours truly, 

George Austin. 

Chicago, III. 

Senator Mouse. 

Kind Sir: We, a majority of American 
people, extend our felicitations and praise 
for your courage in criticizing the actions of 
war by our President. Were a referendum 
instituted probably 80 to 85 percent of our 
population would be opposed to our action 
in either South or North Vietnam. 
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will not fall for 


leth of Communist aggression In order to 
further the former’6 military aggression. 

People are asking what are we doing 
there, knowing we support military govern- 
ment at the rate of $1& million per day. 

I, as well as many of our citizens, would be 
ready to bear arms against any enemy ap- 
proaching our shores. 

May health and coinage maintain your 
logic and wisdom In this matter and others 
where danger confronts the human race to 
the point of annihilation. 

Good luck to you. 

Jos. hiss. 

Rochester, N.Y., 

, . August 6 , 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I have read your views on the 
U.S. policy in Vietnam which Is in violation 
of the U.N. Charter. 

I should like to Inform you that I agree 
with your viewpoint and, In view of the re- 
cent U.S. military action, I also support your 
position In the Senate. 

I feel that military force Is no substitute 
for peaceful negotiation In Vietnam. 

Very truly, 

JP, A. BODEN, 

Green’s Farm, Conn., 

August 6, 1964, 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I heartily approve 
of your stand in refusing to approve of the 
resolution backing the President’s stand In 
regard to southeast Asia, 

It takes great courage to raise a minority 
voice of protest. I hope you will continue 
to do so. I also hope there will be a re- 
evaluatlon of our presence in southeast Asia. 

I believe we have “no business to be there," 
except to uphold our prestige, and feel that 
the position of our warships In the Gulf of 
Tonkin is provocative in the extreme, just 
as that of Russian ships In the Caribbean 
woiild be to us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Donald C. Harrison. 

Cleveland, Ohio, 

August 9, 1964. 

■ Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It is most heartening 
to know that you have taken a forthright 
stand In favor of a sensible program for deal- 
ing with the situation In Vietnam. 

I am quite unable to understand why the 
United Nations has not yet been requested to 
send forces Into tills troubled spot. U.S. 
unilateral action there bespeaks an arrogant 
attitude which 111-becomes the leading de- 
mocracy of the world. 

Your stand Is admirable. 

Respectfully yours, 

Edna K. von Pischke. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 
Senators Wayne Morse, Ernest Gruening, 
U.S. Senate. 

Honorable Sirs : Salutations, in that one 
voice or two the courage to stand by their 
honest convictions. Great leadership "fer 
Bhure,” if every voice eager to cry “me too," 
just to be on the side of popular bravado. 

It happens to be the isolated opinion of 
this humble human that Vietnam — nay — 
nor any other part of the globe Is worth the 
life of any subject In pursuit of either ag- 
gression of defending It. 

From this, an artistic picture of how much 
value one lone human able to put upon the 


where milling at the effects of Ills, that Is 
the thing to whoop It up over, rather than 
the causes. Nor can any evidence for faith 
be conjoured for a better world with due and 
humane respect for all life. With no faith 
for the betterment of the human animal, 
what a far cry any hope for the lower. 

Very respectfully, 

Mrs. Jean Montague. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Dear Sir : Just to let you know that a great 
many people would be glad that you voted 
against Johnson in dispute with Vietnam. 
If they had the opportunity to be Informed, 
and to have read your previous speeches. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. J. E. Biallas. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: In the newspapers on the west 
coast we have been getting only “official’' 
explanations and speculation on develop- 
ments In Vietnam. Only by chance did I 
hear on radio any coverage of your views. 
As usual, on a major foreign policy Issue we 
are getting absolutely no dialog. 

I can’t say that I support your views be- 
cause they are not making the press. How- 
ever, I urge you to maintain vocally on Inde- 
pendent position In the hope that a more 
sane view of this business will gain currency. 

Yours truly, 

Daniel J. Roland. 

West Covina, Calif., 

August 10, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Applaud your stand 
on Vietnam and admire the courage which It 
must have taken to voice such a view. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Marion. 

Denver. Colo., 

August 10, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I wish to congratulate you 
on your position regarding Vietnam. 

We should get out of there. The associate 
editor of the Denver Post, who has been 
visiting' Vietnam and southeast Asia, reports 
In the Denver Poet that the people of South 
Vietnam are no more prepared or capable of 
governing themselves than we are of living 
on the moon. 

Have the people who have been promoting 
this action in Vietnam thought this whole 
business through? How many puppet gov- 
ernments (inefficient) are we going to set up 
over there? and for how many decades? 

Sincerely yours, 

S. N. Burch. 

New York, N.Y., 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I cannot thank you 
enough for the position you have taken In 
opposing our actions In southeast Asia. 
More strength and courage to you because 
you are so right. 

Sincerely, 

Lilette Hindin. 

Belmont, Vt., 

August 8, 1964. - 

Senator W AYNE Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My husband and I 
would like to offer you our warm congratula- 
tions and support regarding your recent 


ents on Vietnam. At a time when con- 
formity Is more and more the rule, no mat- 
ter what the cost, It Is heartening to know 
that there are even a few people like youraelf 
who are unafraid to come forward with sane 
and honest criticism of a policy which Is 
surely Insane and can only lead to greater 
conflict. 

I would hope that you have received many 
letters and telegrams such as this one, for 
you certainly deserve them. 

Most sincerely,, 

Robert and Louise De Cormier. 

August 5, 1984. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for being 
honest and courageous In your vote re the 
resolution on Vietnam. . 

Florence I. Hosch. 

New York, 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a note to tell 
you how much I admire the position you 
took today In the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee hearings. ' 

It Is, I am sure, a lonely time for you, 
standing against the combined jingoism of 
the Pentagon, the press, and your own col- 
leagues. 

This Is to let you know that you are not 
alone. 

Best wishes. 

Kenneth Mills. 

New York, N.Y,, 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Sir: Bless you for protesting this 
miserable Vietnamese war while all the ar- 
rogant super patriots fall In line. Have 
you heard the song which says, “When will 
we ever learn? This is what puzzles and 
worries thousands of us. Thank you again, 
sir. 

Paula Klinghoffer. 

Amarillo, Tex., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: Congratulations. You need congratu- 
lations for not going along with the crowd 
and becoming a puppet string for Johnson 
to manipulate. Congratulations for think- 
ing alone and not with the crowd and voting 
your convictions and with your “good con- 
science.” You stand out a greater man than 
those who think they must let Johnson pull 
the puppet strings for them, because if the 
puppet does not work they are afraid John- 
son will lay it aside, throw it away, and get 
him another puppet on the Hill. 

The press nor the Hill did not constantly 
condemn Johnson during this crisis and 
blame him for the crisis as It did to John F. 
Kennedy. No. They did not go back and 
review all of Johnson’s braggings and boast- 
ings and gleatlng about our going Into North 
Vietnam and taking over. Johnson thought 
his speaking was carrying a big stick and 
that Red China would lay down and play 
dead. Since it did not, he used a western- 
picture saying— “shoot to kill.” I believe the 
saying is “shoot him dead,” but Isn’t shoot 
to kill makes them dead? Yes, our dear 
small-minded press will not review all of 
Johnson’s spouting at the mouth that got us 
In the trouble, because we are a perfect na- 
tion and play to win under Johnson no jnatter 
how we play. 

The press constantly attacked and blamed 
President Kennedy, but not Johnson. John- 
son had advertised his major policy speech 
for California, I remember. His loud talk 
and boasting had It advertised quite some 
time before the day came. Then he made 
his speech, and the reporters got them a 
magnifying glass picking out sentence after 
sentence trying to find that major foreign 
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■ •policy sentence. Sure enough after much 
straining of the eyes the sentence was found 
and stressed and stressed and stressed. It 
was that the war was being carried into 
North Vietnam. Since Johnson had had this 
stressed I guess he thought that we could 
move ships and planes and equipment at 
will without retaliation. 

Last week, though, Johnson got nervous 
over his major policy speech and instead of 
blaming himself and his boastings, he 
blamed the press for making it dangerous 
stressing the fact that we were going into 
North Vietnam, The press, being on John- 
son’s side, the side of bluffing the people, 
took it like a man the accusations the Presi- 
dent handed out to them. If this were Ken- 
nedy, the press would haves - crucified him 
more and more instead of accepting the 
blame. That would have been managing 
the new3 or keeping things secret or making 
policies without the people knowing— they 
would not have taken the accusations like a 
man like they did under Johnson. Was 
Johnson then carrying the war to North 
Vietnam and the Red Chinese revealed it all 
with the flare up? 

Who really came out ahead? This might 
stop Johnson for a whi;e in spreading the 
war as that little incident could have em- 
barrassed the United States. But the press 
will not review all of Johnson ’s mouthing 
out his feelers trying to find out how to per- 
form his foreign policies i n favor to the name 
Johnson— that would glorify Johnson and 
would get no criticism. So we become a per- 
fect Nation which is infallible. The blame 
is all on the other side. Johnson’s mouth did 
not stir up a thing as he was only feeling so 
he could do everything just as the people 
wanted him tcs, to get his votes. That is the 
little way Johnson has always practiced 
politics, but as President he is going have to 
learn that you do it because it is right and 
that the United States is not perfect and 
every little rotten thing United States per- 
forms will some day be counted against her. 
Oh. Johnson Is advertised as the man that 
gets things done without paying any atten- 
tion to the means. Some day the means will 
teach us that everything we accomplish is 
held against us because we did not pay any 
attention to the way we got where we arrived 
st our goal. Johnson will pay some day for 
the ugly way he does things just to put 
stars in Johnson's crown. So, congratula- 

• ttons, Honorable Morse to:: a man who thinks 
and whe does not believe the United States 
is perfect in all its dealings and who has 
not become a puppet that has to go along 
with Johnson and his manipulating. Thank 
you for not becoming another "it” for John- 
son to control but is keeping your human 
character of being a "thou,” 

Sincerely, 

Edna Adams. 
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Certainly the road to nvxleratlon serves 
freedom much better than winning useless 
wars that only prove that our weapons are 
superior and more numerous. 

Ycurs sincerely, 

Michael David. 


August 21 


Bellingham, Wash., 

August JO, 1964. 

Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Sen c (or. 

Washing) on, D.C. 

Dear Senator Mcrse: I wish. to thank you 
for your courage and good judgment in 
speaking out ss you have rela tlve to- the situ- 
ation tnio which we have been thrust in 
Vietnam. 

Why o.ir leadership insists upon brutal- 
izing another generation of our children in 
the name of “peace" and "morality” is 
somethin? that only Satan could know. It 
appears lhat the people of this Nation are 
not going to experience realily and learn the 
proper lessons of history until they have 
been blatted out of their own cities and 
their owi. homes. Apparently they cannot 
learn from the record of the past which lie® 
open before them, they must take their 
example from the comic strips, the television 
set and t.ie movies. 

Don't siop flghtir.g, and God bless you. 

Very truly yours, 

John R. Kelly. 

Orlando, Fla,, 

_ , A ugust S, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to thank you 
for speaking againfst the war In Vietnam. 
We have no moral right there or in the Gulf 
of Tonkin. 

You anf Senator Gruening are the only 
ones to liit your voices against our presence 
in the southeast Asia region. 

Do all the others believe that our wealth 
and militf ry power give us a right to dictate 
to all the vorlc' 1 ? 

“Our lr tervention is very praiseworthy, 
but what their neighbors do is aggression ” 
How much of the world sees it in that light 
with us? 

Again I am glad you speak out. 

Sine erely , 

Bertha E. Davis. 


Tracy, Calif. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Senate Office Building , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Just a word to you In re- 
gard to your protests against Congress giv- 
ing Johnson “blanket authority to wage war 
and the White House having too much pow- 
er.” I thank God for men like you and Sen- 
ator Ernest Gruening of Alaska. God bless 
you both. 

Sincerely, 

James C. McCusker. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator: I congratulate you for your 
courage in standing up against the rest of 
your spineless colleagues who think that 
freedom is best served by rattling our rock- 
ets. Your stand brings to mind another 
futile attempt by a couiageous Congress- 
woman from Montana some 20 years ago. 


New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have been heart- 
ened for some months by your honest and 
resolute sfcuid on Vietnam. 

Your co .irageous stand was continued in 
the vote yesterday against giving a blank 
check to President Johnson in his disastrous 
course. I have expressed thi3 separately, and 
at greater length to .Senator Gruening. 

The two of you certainly stand out from 
the herd oi Congressmen— egregious! y (obs.). 

Please k» ep it. up. 

Respectfully yours, 

Rob ert Mueton. 

P.S.— I have also sent Senator Gruening a 
carbon cop t of a letter I sent President John- 
son follow .ng his brief live television an- 
nouneemer t the otter night. If you are 
curious, ask him to let you see it. 

District 65, Retail, Wholesale & 
Depaitment Store Union, AFL- 
CIO, 

New York, N.Y., August 6. 1964. 
Senator Wvyne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington., D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The enclosed docu- 
ment is a (opy of a letter sent to President 
Johnson today. 

In light of your courageous leadership, 
we want you to know what we are doing. 
Sincerely and respectfully yours, 
David Livingston, 

President. 


To All Mem bers of District 65: 

By decision of the general council con- 
sisting of all the stewards of our union, 
the following letter was sent to President 
Johnson. We urge that you read it and 
discuss it with your sliopmates, 

August 5, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington., D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: Approximately 1.000 
stewards constituting the General Council 
of District 65, representing more than 30,000 
workers, met tonight and discussed the 
crisis in southeast Asia. With 4 abstentious 
and 10 opposed, we voted to send you this 
letter. We met as loyal Americans, good 
trade-unionists and consistent supporters 
of you, Mr. President and your administra- 
tion. As a matter of fact, our main busi- 
ness tonight was detailed preparation to 
assure your reelection and the defeat of your 
dangerous opponent. 

We are sure that you would want to hear 
how the elected representatives of our mem- 
bers feel. Of course we condemn an attack 
on American ships In international waters 
We cannot understand what motivated the 
attack or its ultimate purpose. Whether it 
is a provocation or a. trap, as some news- 
papers say, we could not know. 

What we do know and deeply feel is that 
this event must not be permitted to be- 
come the first act in a great war. Some of 
us have fell; for some time that there was 
real question as to our American interest 
and our moral position In supporting a 
government In Vietnam which, according 
to the press, has little support among its 
people. Some share the criticism of Senator 
Morse and feel that the many American 
boys who died in Vietnam may indeed have 
died In vain and that our extensive mili- 
tary buildup led to this crisis. 

Be all this as it may, what is uppermost in 
om- minds and hearts, now, Is the hope and 
prayer that we are not headed for the big 
third world war with all the destruction and 
horror it will bring to. our country, to the 
world, to our people, and to our children. 

K has been suggested by some, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that you are receiving conflicting ad- 
vice, like that received by the late President 
Kennedy at the time of the Cuban crisis 
U-om the so-called hawks and so-called 
doves. At that time, according to reports 
Mr. President, you were one whose voice was 
raised for restraint, with a happy result. 

We are tolc'. that there are now some whose 
line of reasoning is something like this- The 
real enemy is China. Red China is growing 
in strength and in a number of years she 
will be much stronger, perhaps acquiring 
atomic capability. At this moment, China 
and the Soviet Union are at odds and it Is 
argued the ikyvlet Union will not support 
China in any war with the United States. 
Therefore, these hawks suggest, now is the 
time for a confrontation with Red China at 
the moment of her relative weakness. The 
hawks welcome every crisis in Asia as an op- 
portunity to take on and defeat Red China 
The hawks want to shoot, not talk. 

Such a policy is morally bankrupt, crimi- 
nally dangerous. It is also, Mr. President 
unworkable, doomed to failure. The stakes 
are much toe great to depend upon guess- 
work and speculation. If there were to be a 
war between the United States and Red 
China, fought with conventional weapons, it 
is hard to see how we can win. If It were a 
war fought with nuclear weapons, it is hard 
to see how the Soviet Union could remain 
outside. Mr. President, we implore you, do 
not buy the speculation of the hawks who 
advocate a showdown with China. Such a 
policy would be a disaster for America. It is 
also reported that the hawks are advocating a 
deeper Involvement in Vietnam with larger 
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numbers of American troops. Again, Mr. 
President, history has some lessons. If the 
United States were to be deeply involved in a 
war in Indochina, fought with conventional 
weapons, it is hard to see how we can avoid 
the tragic results, the bitter defeat the 
Frenph suffered in this very area, 10 years 
ago. Again, If such a war were fought with 
atomic weapons, it is hard to see how it could 
fail to become the first act in a third world 
war of atomic disaster. 

We know, Mr. President, that our informa- 
tion is limited. We rely on the press for re- 
ports and analysis that are not always de- 
pendable. Nonetheless, we feel constrained 
to tell you of our fears and our feelings. It 
is our fervent prayer that the fighting stop 
and that we can fidn a solution without a 
war, a small war or a big war. 

Our country is so strong, so powerful. We 
do not need to prove how resolute or tough 
we axe by overwhelming a tiny foe with our 
great power. Let us prove our wisdom — our 
concern for all humanity— by seeking and 
finding the way of peace. 

We are confident that you understand and 
sympathize with us. We hope that in the 
anxious hours that lie ahead, in the moments 
of decision that will develop, you will think 
of us and the thoughts and feelings we have 
expressed. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Livingston, 

President, District 65, Retail, Wholesale 
& Department Store Union, AFL-CIO. 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Dear Senator: 'We have read your article 
in the Progressive, also say you on TV this 
evening regarding Vietnam. We are with you 
100 percent, and we think President Johnson 
needs someone like you to advise him. 
Sincerely, 

Marvin Reid Hartley. 

Marjorie Hartley. 

Culver City, Calif. 

Norristown, Pa., 

7 \ .. August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sib: You must feel all alone in your 
action in the Senate not backing President 
Johnson's actions in southeast Asia. Your 
stand took a lot of courage on your part. 
It is a shame there aren’t mpr e Senators and 
Representatives of your caliber who are not 
afraid to think for themselves, and can see 
further than “today” but .can look into the 
future and surmise the effect of their actions 
in the time to come, I feel that In the 
Vietnamese situation Congress long ago abdi- 
cated its responsibilities and abandoned its 
constitutional rights to declare war. This 
"police action” of ours should have been 
Btudied and discussed openly so that the 
public could have a better understanding of 
our reasons for being there. Maybe alterna- 
tive actions could haye come out with open 
discussion. 

Columnists James Reston and Jay Hayden 
also raised questions of the advisability of 
the quick united front behind the President’s 
strong military action in Vietnam. James 
Reston says, “it may be wise to take a day or 
two to analyze where we are and where we are 
going.” Jay Hayden says: '“But lingering in 
the background is a belief among many 
Americans that the United States had no 
business meddling in Vietnam In the first 
place, and that the quicker we get out of it, 
the better” (the Evening Bulletin, Friday, 
Aug. 7, 1964) . 

Also, in the same edition of the Bulletin, 
there was an article headed “FBI Is. Probing 
Student Group on North Vietnam Aid.” I 
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am sure you know of the story of the four 
Haverford College students who openly, 
with no secrecy Intended, advertised their 
purpose of sending medical aid through the 
American Red Cross to the soldiers in North 
Vietnam, with one purpose in mind, to bring 
attention to the community of their dissatis- 
faction with the policy of the U.S. action in 
Vietnam. Why is the FBI investigating these 
students? The implications scare me. Are 
colleges and universities no longer allowed 
to encourage free thought in their students? 
Without the voices of the dissenters — how 
long can a democratic form of government 
survive? 

Thank you very much for all you have 
done to encourage some dialog on this 
unhappy situation. 

Sincerely, 

Joan Gluckman 

Mrs. Howard Gluckman. 

Kalamazoo, Mich., 

August 8 , 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Many thanks for 
your splendid article in the Progressive, Au- 
gust 1964, “Humpty Dumpty in Vietnam” 
which expresses not only my own view but 
(as I know) also the view of many level- 
headed Americans everywhere. You (and 
Senator Fulbright) seem to be the only 
ones who keep their heads cool and can see 
the tragic folly of our policy in southeast 
Asia — a policy, which smells very much like 
J. Foster Dulles' “brinkmanship.” 

Politicians and newspapermen and most 
people take things uncritically too easy, as 
a sort of “just crusade” to teach “freedom” 
to the people of Asia. We are appalled at 
the present escalation of the war game in 
the Gulf of Tonkin which to me appears as 
a provocation on our part. That is why I 
am so grateful to you that you also voted 
against the approval of these acts in the 
Foreign Realtions Committee. 

We really need men like you to help pre- 
vent such possible catastrophes which are 
really not in the best interest of our coun- 
try. Please keep the honor of America by 
such valiant stance. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Robert Friedmann. 
Betty Friedmann. 

' P.S. — I . hope that you have gotten many 
letters of such approval. 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate of the United States, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept my 
warm congratulations for your standing up 
for peace. You were the only one who pro- 
tested our armed action, and our armed 
Intervention in Vietnam. I wish there were 
hundreds of you. Instead of one in the Sen- 
ate, to stand up for peace. We, women for 
peace, appreciate it more than we can tell 
you in words. 

Please keep up your valiant struggle for 
peace. 

Thank you many times. 

Yours sincerely, 

Luba Brisker. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: I sincerely hope your 
health Is good. 

Just a reminder of my visit to our Senate 
Chamber September 6, 1063, in which I 
heard you speak. 


Please be advised that I am a great ad- 
mirer of yours for years. 

In my estimation you are my choice for 
the Chief Executive Office of our United 
States; i.e„ President. Your views are the 
most constructive in the Senate Chamber 
today. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Irving I. Fixel. 

P.S. — Please answer. Thank you. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I congratulate 
you op your speech of August 6 on the floor, 
calling for reason and sense instead of gun- 
boat diplomacy. 

I am an English'expatriate. In 1956 when 
my country disgraced itself by acts of war 
against a smaller nation, I wrote a piece in 
which I quoted Robert Burns lines: 

“Ye hypocrites. Are these your pranks? 

To murder men and gi’e God thanks. 
Restrain yourselves. Proceed no further. 
God will not gi’e you thanks for murder.” 

It is, however, easier for an expatriate to 
be critical, though the task of criticizing 
one’s own country is never a pleasant one. 

The only act of equal courage to your own 
I can recall was done by Sidney Silverman, a 
man of Jewish faith and a stalwart member 
of the Labor Party in the House of Commons. 

When, late in World War II, British bomb- 
ers set German cities on fire and burned 
countless thousands the only voice raised in 
protest amid the savage glee was the voice 
of this Jewish M.P. who had little reason 
to like Germans, In speech after speech Sil- 
verman pointed out that the end never justi- 
fied the means and that turning ourselves 
into savages would not wipe out fascism. 
How right he was. 

Thank you for your courageous stand. 
Many Americans would like to say the same 
thing but are afraid to do so. 

I am attempting to get the Washington 
News to do a feature, not by me, on your 
speech. It does not deserve to be burled by 
the press. I will not say “Keep up the good 
work.” You do not need any man’s exhorta- 
tion to do that. 

Best wishes, 

Louis K. Mather. 

Little Ferry, N.J., 

December 20, 1962. 

Mr. Alfred W. Kiefer. 

Dear Sir: Knowing you many years I am 
taking the liberty of writing you on your de- 
bate with Morton Stavis of the Civil Liberties 
Union on the Lord’s Prayer and reading of 
the Bible in the public schools as published 
in the Record on December 11, 1962. I know 
you are a busy man and I hope you will find 
time some night to read my long letter. I 
am in accord with the Supreme Court. I am 
in accord with President Kennedy. Let us 
not remove any stones from the foundation 
of our Constitution. It has stood for 185 
years — if we start removing stones the 
foundation will crumble in time. I am a 
man who believes a man without hope or 
faith — call it . prayer if you want, without 
faith and hope man is lost. But how he does 
it and where is his personal affair. I will not 
submit to any particular kind, be it Jewish, 
Christian, Mohammedan or Hindu or any of 
the 275 different faiths in our United States. 
That’s a man’s private affair. 

I am of Catholic parents. My godmother 
was Mrs. Kozler, my father’s sister. My fa- 
ther was high altar boy. My ancestors all 
were Catholics dating back over 300 years. 
My mother’s church which I visited last year 
was built in 1113— no Protestants within 75 
miles of the village. I’ve been in that church 
four times. Mother was 14 years old when 
she left there. Nearly all her life was spent 
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in Little Ferry, 12 children — I am No. 3. 
When they got here nearly 76 years ago 
there were no churches. She raised 
us in her home, to be respected citizens. 
I have been in many churches, mosques, 
synagogues. Been four times In Europe, also 
Asia, Africa, and South America. 1 have 
lived with a Mohammedan f amity a few days, 
read the true history of cur Nation. I have 
an old booh on President Jefferson’s letters; 
Jefferson did not believe in the God of the 
Bible in his Declaration of Independence. 
He uses the, words “Nature's God"— -also the 
words “Almighty, Creator, and providence” — 
’ let us look at our New Jersey Indians — they 
were honorable. Read the history of Sachem 
Oritanum of the Hacginsecky Tribe. I am a 
past sachem of the Susquehanna Tribe Im- 
proved Order of the Redmen of America — 55 
years. 

The Indian had no Bible or ever heard of 
Jesus Christ. He worshiped the Great 
Spirit, tire beauty of nature, the birds, the 
sunrise, the passing deer, great forest and 
• great waters. He raised his arms to the 
heavens with open eyes to the glory of the 
universe. Nature was his God. When 
lightning struck he ran Into a cave or for- 
est — he knew there was something — the 
Great Spirit. Read the true story of George 
Washington, a deist, let me quote (the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is in no sense 
founded upon the Christian belief) the 
Founding Fathers who created our Nation 
clearly established our form of Government 
with a secular Constitution, leaving it to 
the individual, to join any faith or church; 
our great Lincoln did not belong to any 
church. Under our Constitution the Hindu, 
the Buddhist, Mohammedan, Jew, Shintoist 
has full and equal rights of citizenship re- 
gardless of his faith or church. In God we 
Trust, printed on our money by petition 
after Lincoln’s death Is ..unconstitutional. 
Placing hand on Bible taking oath is 
unconstitutional. 

In 1923 I was a witness in a $20,000 suit 
subpenaed by the State, plaintiff and de- 
fendant, 5 witnesses put their hand on 
Bible and lied. I took the afllrmatlon. My 
testimony won the case, It was a Jury trial. 
After 60 years by petltior, the word of God 
is put in pledge of alleg iancB to our flag. 
Some States say it Is unconstitutional. The 
word God is not mentioned in the 
Constitution. 

Again I believe in a Supreme reality, am a 
Unitarian— a man must have hope and 
faith— without hope and faith he is lost. 
But how he practices is his personal affair. 
I have always had a free mind. My religion 
Is to do good, help my fellow man. regard- 
less of .his nationality or church. President 
Kennedy said for us to uphold the Supreme 
Court arid the Constitution of our United 
States. We can pray more at home and in 
our churches. There are over 350 kinds of 
faith in uhe world. The United .Nations As- 
sembly have no prayer; they would never get 
done praying using all the different kinds. 
The Mohammedans pray 5 times daily— I was 
there and have good Mohammedan friends 
in Morocco and Turkey. 

I am enclosing a debate I had in Sokol, 
which may interest you. Let me quote 
. President Thomas Jefferson “Let not dif- 
ference of opinion break cur friendship.” 

Wishing you health, luck, a merry Christ- 
mas and a happy new year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Willian Zaiiransky, Jr. 

[part of a paragraph taken from a lengthy 

article published In Atlantic Monthly 

magazine, May 1960] 

Church and State en America 
(By Charles J. Rolo) 

The legal definition of religion established 
by the District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals in Washington, U.S.A.: Religion does 
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not requite a belief in God, but only “de- 
votion to some principle; strict fidelity or 
faithfulne is.” 

New York, N.Y., 

August <•’, 1964. 

The Hono j able Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington , D.C. 

Sir: We are writing to congratulate you 
on the sta 2 d you have taken against the war 
in South Vietnam. We further agree that 
the President should be denied the discre- 
tionary power to make war, and that the 
measure now before the Senate is In direct 
violation of the Constitution. 

Given the present Inhumane conditions in 
southeast Asia, which are due in no small 
part to the greed and stupidity of previous 
U.S. policy, a political solution would seem 
the only answer. 

Your stitements encourage us to think 
that there is still some integrity left in the 
diseased political body of the United States. 

You have our best wishes. 

Sine crely, 

Philip B. Keenan. 

Mary Kinyon. 

Milwaukee, Wiij., 

August fi, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Budding, 

Washington, DC. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept the 
expression of my high respect and admira- 
tion for s tiling your opinion and conviction 
so clearly i jad courageously in voting against 
the Vietnam emergency resolution on 
August 7. 

In these times of tense and {trained condi- 
tions in foreign relations all over the world, 
giving the President such strong power 
seems, regixdleeis of the confidence and trust 
you may tave in him, extremely dangerous. 
As you strted It, it certainty exceeds our 
constitutional concept of three coordinated 
branches of Government and, as I would 
like to adc., our basic democratic concept. 

Thank you very much for your strong 
stand. 

Verj sincerely yours, 

Frieda N. Heilberg. 


Kemp & Coldwell, 

El Paso, Tex., August 7, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse,' 

Senator from State of Oregon , 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Please accept my sincere 
appreciation for your most sensible stand on 
the stupid war in Vietnam and your con- 
tinued opposition to foreign aid. I am sure 
that you receive plenty of letters criticizing 
you and very few expressing appreciation. 
I wish that I lived in your State, I would 
like to vote far you. 

I consider myself a true Democrat. My 
feelings and roots go down very deep, but 
if the national election was today, I would 
vote Republican. I protest against the 
senseless wa:: in Asia, foreign aid, the un- 
balanced budget, and the utter disregard for 
the unorganized taxpayer. 

Here In E: Paso we are concerned about 
the Chamizal, It concerns us and I know 
all about It. I know of nothing so uncalled 
for and stupid. The writer speaks Spanish 
and has spelt considerable time in Mexico 
and South and Middle America. We are the 
laughing stock of those countries and people. 
Mexico has shown its appreciation of what 
we have don 3 for her by voting consistently 
against us before the Organization of Ameri- 
can States. 

Thank you . 

Yours truly, 

Colbert Coldwell. 

P.S. — Do nat bother to reply to this letter. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Admiration and con- 
gratulations for your stand on the Vietnam 
situation. 

Sorry our own Senators from California 
do not have the courage to speak out and 
be counted with you. 

Sincerely, 

Julia K. Rosenthal. 

(Copies to Senators Thomas Kuchel and 
Pierre Salincer.) 


August &, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse:: I wish to commend 
you for yo ir stand in the Vietnam crisis, I 
heartily agree with your constitutional rea- 
soning. 

I have fe It for several years that such prob- 
lems as Vietnam should be referred to the 
United Nations for arbitration, settlement, 
sind, if necessary, administration. It is fool- 
ish to try to solve complex international 
problems >11 a unilateral basis when we 
have a fine international organization in 
being. * 

I favor tl.e following legislation: 

1. The recently passed Civil Rights Act. 

2. Coverage of all workers by social secu- 
rity and u ^employment Insurance. 

3. Medical care for ail the psople financed 
by social security. 

4. A full employment law which shall 
guarantee a job to each person who needs 
s.nd wants a job. 

6. Overhaul of the entire farm price sup- 
port program in order that It may serve its 
original pu.-pose of protecting the small full- 
time farmer from economic adversity. 

6. Federa i aid to education. 

7. More public works to build needed 
schools, hospitals, libraries, and recreational 
facilities. 

8. I oppcEe attempts by frightened reac- 
tionaries tu curb the right of a free people 
to travel Where and when they please. 

Wishing you good luck and good health 
I am, 

Sincerely yours. 

Claude B. Goulet. 

Cranstor , R.I, 
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August J, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We wish to commend 
strongly your position stated in the enclosed 
article from the Cleveland Plain Dealer of 
August 6 concerning the situation in Viet- 
nam. 

For some time we have viewed with deep 
misgivings the actions of our government 
In this area and urge you to ‘continue your 
efforts to seek a peaceful solution of the crisis 
in southeast Asia around the conference 
table. 

Very sincerely yours, 

R. C. Hunter. 

Wave A. Hunter. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, .D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I believe it was ex- 
tremely courageous of you and Senator 
Gruening to vote against the President’s re- 
cent punitive action against North Vietnam 
for its unprovoked torpedo boat attack 
against our destroyers. Obviously, North 
Vietnam is hostile to us because of our inter- 
vention in the internal struggle of Indo- 
china. The consequences of its reckless 
action could have, and still may, bring China 
Into the Vietnamese war. Our nuclear re- 
taliation against China could lead to nuclear 
retaliation by the Soviet Union against us. 
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and we are frustrating the self-determination 
of these people. The Geneva Conference of 
1954 arbitrarily divided Indochina into North 
Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos, and Cam- 
bodia, in order to prevent it being unified 
under the leadership of Ho Chi Mlnh, who 
would give Indochina a Communist orienta- 
tion. 

America is hopelessly out of step with the 
world. We are trying to achieve the impos- 
sible and are supporting discredited and re- 
pudiated regimes. We subscribe to the fic- 
tion that there is a Nationalist China, headed 
by Chiang Kat-shek. We back General 
Khanh who usurped political power and 
whose authority is not only challenged by 
North Vietnam, but by South Vietnamese 
rebels, the Vietcong, as well. 

At this writing, it Is probable that North 
Vietnam will back down before the vastly 
superior military establishment of the 
United States, but does this mean that 
“might makes right?” dan we he sure that 
the day is not approaching when those whom 
we belittle today, will not be In a position to 
stand up to us militarily tomorrow? 

It Is my conviction that the United States 
should recognize Communist China and its 
claim to Taiwan and the off-shore islands 
of Quemoy and Matsu. I also believe we 
should extricate ourselves from southeast 
Asia and let the peoples there determine their 
own destinies. I don’t believe we can fight 
communism per se, because it will mean an 
eventual confrontation with the. Communfst 
nations, with dire consequences for all. 

I believe we must learn to live with the 
Communist nations. We don’t like their way 
of life and they don’t like ours; but we are 
being Just as dogmatic as they are in insist- 
ing that the nations of the world conform to 
what we believe Is the right way of life. 

Sincerely yours, 

Stanley Sincer. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Congratulations on your forth- 
right and intelligent position regarding our 
activities in southeast Asia. Are you the 
only intelligent and courageous man in 
Washington? 

It is obvious that at least 80 percent of the 
Aslans do not want the feudal American 
puppets we want to impose on them. Is 
there a way of letting the American people 
know your position? There has been too 
little publicity. 

With the greatest respect and admiration. 

Cordially, 

Leo Fisher, 

Sculptor, 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thanks for voting 
against the recent Vietnam resolution. The 
President should not be given any blanket 
permission to take the United States into 
an Asiatic war if he considers it desirable. 

Please mail me a copy of the resolution, 
and also a copy of your lengthy address In 
the Senate against It. 

What can we do to get the United Nations 
to maintain order in difficult areas” like 
Cypress, Congo, and Vietnam instead of risk- 
ing big power confrontations and wars? 

Best wishes, 

Lindley J. Burton, 

Associate Professor of Mathematics, 
Lake Forest, III. 

Monterey Park, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C '. 

Dear Sir: I have just read your statement 
on the Vietnamese situation on August 5. 


mire your courage in this unpopular posi- 
tion and the clear-sighted thinking it repre- 
sents. 

My teenage daughter is going to save this 
clipping to use In school. 

Again, we will support your efforts to re- 
move our beloved country from this dirty 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. Barbara Richardson. 


College Park, Md., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senator Office Building, 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We are proud of your 
sanity, clear-sightedness, and courage in 
your appeal for understanding and peace. 
We saw and heard your brief comment on 
TV regarding our planes attacking points in 
North Vietnam. Your fight is in the great 
and good and best American tradition. 

May you not grow too weary in this seem- 
ingly lone battle, realizing that millions of 
Americans agree with you because we want, 
peace also. 

Sincerely, 

D. L. West. 

' August 6, 1064. 

Dear Senator: In the Vietnam struggle 
I am united behind you. 

You are a courageous man, wonderful. 

• Very truly yours, • 

Mrs Mary Bulat. 

South Hamilton, Mass., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C, 

Dear Sir : After reading your article in the 
Progressive magazine for August and now 
your courage in telling the truth when all 
the newspapers are hollering war. I couldn’t 
sleep tonight without first writing to you and 
thanking you. 

Your good sense and bravery in express- 
ing it is like a cool spring In a desert of 
stupidity. 

Thank you again. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Foster. 

Dear Mr. Morse: My husband and I are 
writing this note to tell you we are so happy 
to know there Is one man in our Government 
who speaks commonsense and truth. 

We refer to your stand on Vietnam. We 
also think the United States is guilty of ag- 
gression as is North Vietnam. We do not 
think the President’s proposal should be 
passed in view of this fact. 

For what It is worth, you have our support. 

Sincerely, 

James and Barbara Kinberger. 

University Heights, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: I am writing because 
I hope that there remains time to alter the 
course which we have been pursuing in Viet- 
nam. This course, unless changed, will in 
all probability escalate the conflict from a 
brutal jungle war to a major conflict. 

Mr. President, you will gain neither the 
short-term victory of reelection nor the 
long-term favor of history by involving this 
Nation in a continued war in Vietnam. You 
can win either, and then both, only by add- 
ing to your vigorous pursuit of civil rights an 
effective fight upon domestic poverty, and 
acting to obtain a negotiated settlement, so 
wisely counseled by President de Gaulle. 

It was not a mark of strength, but of 
weakness to deny our counsel of law by 
shooting first and going to the U.N. later. 


United States need not be so fear- 
ful. It is imperative that we listen to our 
own prophets before we reap the disaster 
they clearly see. As Senator Morse said 
(New York Times, Thursday, Aug. 6, 1964) : 

“* * * the role of the United States in 
South Vietnam” over the last 10 years “has 
been that of a provocateur, every bit as much 
as North Vietnam has been a provocateur. 

“The American effort to impose by force 
of arms a government of our own choosing 
upon a segment of the old colony of Indo- 
china has caught up with us. Our viola- 
tions of the Geneva accord have caught up 
with us. Our violations of the United Na- 
tions Charter have caught up with us.” 

There has been mounting evidence for 
months, he said, that the Pentagon and 
State Department “were preparing to escalate 
the war into North Vietnam.” He charged 
that before the attacks on the U.S. destroy- 
ers. “South Vietnamese naval vessels bom- 
barded two North Vietnamese Islands within 
3 to 5 or 6 miles of the main coast of North 
Vietnam, ’* 

Mr. President, the war must be ended now. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. S. Campbell. 

(Copy to Senator Wayne Morse.) 

Red Bank, N.J., 

August 9, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The whole world 
continues to owe you a debt of gratitude for 
your continuing fight against America’s 
“dirty war” in Vietnam. 

I was in Times Square last Thursday tak- 
ing part in an all-day vigil against the war 
and also was present at the rally In Wash- 
ington Square where your message to us was 
read. 

I am proud that you voted against the 
recent resolution in the Senate. In high 
school I learned about “checks and bal- 
ances.” Now the legislature has given over 
its authority to declare war (or not to de- 
clare war) to an exceedingly belligerent 
Executive. 

Very truly yours, 

Allen Strasburger. 


Bronx, N.Y., 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Hats off again to you and Sena- 
tor Qruening for voting against the resolu- 
tion to give the President the power to de- 
clare war, an unjust and Infamous one at 
that, In southeast Asia. Despite the abuse 
showered on you now, time will prove that 
you and Senator Gruening are the true pa- 
triots In defending peace and the Constitu- 
tion. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine and Sidney Hartman. 

Chicago, III., 
August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your stand on the southeast Asia situation. 
It takes rare courage for a public official to 
voice an unpopular opinion in an emotional 
situation. 

Sincerely, 

It is heartening to realize that these are 
individuals who will risk their positions for 
a principle. 

Leigh E. Rosenblum, M.D. 

Castro Valley, Calif.. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I express my 
sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks for 
speaking out today on the question of Viet- 
nam. 

The voices of sanity are all too few today, 
but every one gives us a measure of hope. 
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I do not believe U.S soldiers or military 
weapons should be iii Vietnam In the first 
place. And certainly v/e should hot be ac- 
tively taking part In t war that the Viet- 
nam people' themselves seem not to want. 

Please continue to apeak out against the 
warlike activities of oar government. We 
must have peace. 

Sincerely, 

■ • ' Mrs. Paul Hudgins, 

IjIberal, Kans., 
August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your appeal over TV 
last night was the only one in which the 
moral issue of war In tie Pax East was even 
mentioned, ft Is a sad affair, indeed. 

I believe most Americans feel that this Is 
a political war, that President Johnson, 
though he personally Irates to be involved 
In such a maneuver, Is using this occasion. 
Just as It has been built up and' planned 
ahead, to prevent the Gold water forces from 
making the accusation of the Democrats be- 
ing "scft oncommunisrr..” 

The great danger Is the smug and com- 
placent attitude shown by the Secretary of 
Defense and the others In relation to the 
escalating of the war. We liave little choice 
:ln that matter now. China, whose voice Is 
denied her through the halls of the U.N. will 
:make that decision. If China elects to call 
our bluff, send a million, troops into North 
and South Vietnam, then who’s fault Is It? 

Let us hope that the Chinese understand 
our political system better than most of our 
people do, and permit us to play upon their 
nerves until late fall vdthout raising their 
blood pressure to the boiling point. 

I am amazed that though we have our 
,\rmed Forces strung all over the world, 
others are always “the iiggreesor.” 

Cordially, 

Harry E. Chrisman. 

Cincinnati, Ohio., 

June 1964. 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, 

Resident, the United States, 

White House, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Johnson: It is no easy task to 
offer suggestions to our Nation’s leader, so I 
hope that my Inclusion o'f several issues In 
this my first communication will be excused. 
Having devoted my career to the field of pub- 
lic school education, I hope that I am quali- 
fied- to assign you a high mark for your 
efforts and accomplishments to date. From 
personal experience of three score and fifteen 
years, recently attained, l fully appreciate the 
great need of your campaign against poverty. 

The adoption and Implementation of an 
effective civil rights program will go far to- 
ward solving our social problems. In a 
downtown high school la Cincinnati, I have 
taught dozens of highly qualified colored 
pupils, including a few Chinese. These fine 
young people had sligh:. prospects of using 
their potentialities in the service of society. 
Very clearly, American business and industry 
have serious blind spots. 

The program of the Peace Corps has won 
us deserved acclaim ar d can well be en- 
larged. An increased interest in other lan- 
guages and cultures w 111 yield worldwide 
benefits. The reactivating -of the NYA and 
the CCC, of which you and I know, would 
help the problem of unemployment and 
would make life more meaningful to large 
numbers of our Junior c.tlzens. I have been 
an admirer of Aubrey Williams throughout 
the years, though he wa r. a disciple of “That 
Man” and of the gooc. First Lady. That 
Man, with his vision of a better society, has 
been one of my modern heroes. 

I find it impossible to comprehend the at- 
titude of the Congress and of the public in 
its hasty willingness to allocate billions of 
dollars to add to the tremendous overkill 
stockpile of weaponry. Even though a stu- 
dent an d admirer of sole ace, I cannot Justify 


the expenditure of more billions :,n what we 
earthbound creatures call, the “Conquest of 
Space.” Though I recognize and deplore hta 
fear of r selection 1:1 he follows his high prin- 
ciples, I have a high regard for Senator Ful- 
bright . His two recent speeches bear the 
earmark i of high statesmaaship. 

My list of issues would ’be Incomplete did 
I not plead Cor your support of the King- 
Anderso:i bill — medicare. Dr. Reo M. Chris- 
tenson shatters the AMA’s objections to this 
humane and vital measure i:a the progressive 
for Junj 19J4. Under present provisions, 
my wife and 1 would be tragically affected by 
a prolonged hospital confinement. 

I wou.d yet like to comment on aid to 
education, on the proposed pay boost for all 
Members of the Congress, oil your announced 
retention of our super Cop, who is blind to 
the radical right, but space and time forbid. 

Yours truly, 

Frank '.’ A . Floyd. 

Beaumont, Tex., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Courage, the courage 
to do what a man should do despite per- 
sonal consequences is a trait of character 
that glovs from your Senate seat perennially. 

Our c< untry could use other men of your 
stature. 

Why 1{ It so difficult for most men to make 
decisions without prejudice? 

I agree wltfc. you — that these acts; of aggres- 
sion by the North Vietnamese should have 
been taken before the United Nations. This 
would have added greatly to the prestige of 
that word, body and also Bliow the world that 
we are capable of practicing what we preach. 

Incidentally, yovir arguments against the 
resolution of August 7, have even made a 
small dent lr. the hard heads of my “John 
Birch” friends and coworkers. 

Please take hear-,, that ycu are not alone 
in this fight — history will prove your fore- 
sight. 

Sincerely, 

W. K. Dickerson. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator ' Vayne Morse. 

Esteemed Sir: A word to let you know I 
and man y others tb.lnk you exactly right and 
extremely courageous on your opposition to 
war In Vietnam. 

The Democratic leaders have no idea how 
angry th; majority of citizens are over sup- 
porting such a dictatorship e.s Vietnam. 

This cc Uld well cost Mr. Johnson and those 
out of to .ich with public opinion, advisers of 
his. the election. 

Ooldwiter has won his first victory; carry 
on, as they don’t realize the determination 
of the Cl ines*;. 

Ve :y truly yours, 

John Proll. 

Two Lawyer* Derate Re-ding of Lord’s 

Prayer in Schools— -One Is Member of 

Churches Council; Other, Civil Liberties 

Group 

Faramvs. — ‘ Our country was founded on 
a belief in God. The great majority of 
people believe In GDd. The will of the ma- 
. Jorlty she uld not be ignored.” 

“A gres.t harm can occur to religion when 
It la pasiied over lightly. Religion belongs 
in the heme and the church. Don’t use the 
public schools to spread yc-ur gospel.” 

These are the diverse opinions of two 
lawyers vho last night at Central Unitarian 
Church debated the constitutionality of the 
reading cf the Lord’s Prayer and five verses 
of the Old Testament in the public schools. 

The speakers were Hackensack Attorney 
Alfred W Kiefer, a member of the general 
board of ihe New Jersey Council of Churches 
and former president of the Bergen County 
Council of Churches, and Newark Attorney 
Morton 5 tavle , a member of the board of 
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directors of the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee. 

CITES CHRISTIAN NATION 

Kiefer, txgulng that the present practice 
of reading the Lord’s Prayer and the Old 
Testament should be continued, used as his 
main point the fact that this is basically a 
Christian country, and the religious back- 
ground should not be Ignored. 

He noted that the national anthem, many 
mottos used on coins, and the U.S. Con- 
stitution all have references to God, and 
that prayers are said to open each session 
of Congress. He said a footnote in the 
opinion written by Justice Hugo Black In 
the Supreme Court's ruling on the New 
York State prayer Is contradictory. 

“I believe this 1 b actually an apology,” 
Kiefer said, “Government should not be 
neutral toward religion. We can’t ignore the 
greatest teaching in history. An educator 
should bring the knowledge of religious be- 
lief to a child.” 

Worries ABOirr state 

Stavi6 acknowledged that the State 
supreme court had upheld the constitu- 
tionality of the practice In 1950, but said 
much water has passed over the dam since 
then, most of it In the form of decisions by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Noting that the first amendment of the 
Constitution forbids the establishment of 
religion by Congress, Stavis said the amend- 
ment could be interpreted to read that a 
State may not establish religion. 

He said ;he prayer comjposed by the New 
York State Board of Regents was an element 
of the establishment of a religion, even if 
the prayer is nonsectarian and participation 
Is purely voluntary. 

Kiefer said changes in the composition of 
the Supreme Court could cause an upset of 
the prayer ruling in the future. Stavis 
noted that two cases are pending before the 
Supreme Court at present on the constitu- 
tionality of Bible reading in schools, and 
a decision may be handed down next year. 

IGNORE READINGS 

. The Newark attorney said It is common 
for students to do their homework and com- 
pletely Ignore the reading of the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Bible. He called this dis- 
respectful to religion. “Tills is not the way 
to foster and nurture religion,” Stavis said. 

He said that the Lord’s Prayer is basically 
a Christian prayer, and said its reading in 
school offends Jewish children. Although 
children are not required to participate and 
are allowed to leave the room when the 
prayer and the Bible are being read, Stavis 
said this could prove a traumatic experience 
for a young child. 

Kiefer agreed that no child should have 
religion thrust upon him, but declared that 
It Is not important whether a child pays 
attention during this period. He said the 
Important thing is that government recog- 
nizes religion 

He added that If references to God were 
deleted from anthems, the Constitution, and 
coins. It would be a slight to the traditions 
on which this country was founded. 

One woman in the audience claimed that 
no one can be harmed by hearing the word 
of God, and said taking God out of the 
classroom would be the beginning of the 
infiltration of communism. 

Stavis rebutted that the halting of the 
practice would not be taking God out of the 
schools, but; halting the infiltration of gov- 
ernment int o religion. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wavne Morse. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I want to commend you 
for voting against giving the President a free 
hand In using military power in the Vietnam 
trouble. Surely the majority of Americans 
want to see an end to our military assistance 
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in South Vietnam. We believe the avenue 
of negotiation has not been exhausted and 
more effort through the United Nations 
should be made to get a settlement. It is 
encouraging to know you are working along 
these lines arid hope you will continue to 
do so. 

Yours sincerely, 

Harold Kauffel. 


Acton, Mass., 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office- Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your courageous 
stand against the resolution (189)— granting 
the President the Congress power to declare 
war — deserves the gratitude and support of 
all Americans. 

I am sure that painfully few of us realize 
that your vote and your convictions are more 
deeply loyal expressions of faith in the 
American ideal than any amount of super- 
patriotism. Those of us who do appreciate 
your stand— -and who wish we could say so 
in a politically useful way— must be content 
to thank you, and help widen your nation- 
wide constituency. I am one such and, 

Yours sincerely and gratefully, 

Elizabeth H. Boardman, 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

August 12, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept this as 
a thank you for your stand against Johnson 
over the Vietnam question. 

I’ve followed you in the news and can feel 
your decisions are very good. 

Will you extend my wishes to your Alaskan 
colleague for his stand with you. 

Sincere wishes, 

Joe Meidl. 

Hollywood, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : In this wave of war 
hysteria for Vietnam you are one of the few 
calm minds of major Importance taking an 
extremely brave stand against a majority 
that seems to be driven by political pressure 
mainly. It is a sad and dangerous fact, but 
I feel sure that a large portion of people here 
and around the world agree with your stand 
on this extremely dangerous Issue and have 
learned from previous war experience that 
no war will bring any gain yet terrible de- 
struction. (I spent the last “minor, conven- 
tional’’ war as a young girl in Hamburg, Ger- 
many.) Immediate negotiations through the 
United Nations could still change the 
course — help in form of food, clothing, hous- 
ing, rebuilding of the economy, etc., in South 
and North Vietnam would defeat the enemy 
fast. 

In support of your most Important fight to 
prevent more disastrous consequences I have 
taken part in the Hiroshima memorial vigil 
In Los Angeles and sent telegrams to Presi- 
dent L. B. Johnson and Senators Thomas 
Kuchel, Pierre Salinger, J. W. Fulbright, 
and Hubert Humphrey. 

May I use this opportunity to thank yoU 
most sincerely for the great service you are 
doing all peace-loving people. May the 
commonsense prevail again that has pre- 
vented an outbreak of a major war in other 
critical situations. 

Yours gratefully, 

Tamara Merzbach. 

Pontiac, Mich., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse: The exulta- 
tion I felt for your opposition to the “tide of 
. reaction” during this present crisis, leaves 
me some hope that perhaps Insanity hasn’t 
Invaded all of us. President Johnson’s 
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nam leaves me absolutely “cold”. Our war- 
ships have absolutely no business flirting and 
harrasstng the North Vietnamese. Our mili- 
tary leaders must have taken a page from 
“Dr. Strangelove,” and have decided for the 
American people what action should be tak- 
en, and our “great” President only explained 
the action as conforming to our “defense" 
policies. Forgive me, but I cannot help be- 
ing sarcastic when all reason has disap- 
peared from the American scene * * * except 
your reasoning. A hope, a small light, a glim- 
mer, that’s all that remains. What’s left for 
me? for you? for a small segment of think- 
ing Americans? What’s left? I dare not 
explore this matter further because what I 
fear, may become a reality. Therefore, I must 
take courage that all cannot be for naught, 
that someday, somehow, reason and truth 
will be once again restored amongst us, be- ■ 1 
cause we willed It so, and that no one can 
put it asunder, and endanger the lives of 
any one citizen let alone the entire American 
people. 

You, Mr. Morse, should be highly com- 
mended among the great men of our times 
and I hope that your voice and mine and 
others shall never be stilled until reason has 
been restored to this mad, mad, world. 

With great respect and admiration, 

Very truly yours, 

Margaret E. Begovich. 
p.S. — Please forgive the mistakes. My 
typewriter is in poor shape and so am I. 
However, I want you to know that I am at 
your service if something should come up 
which I could in any way help. I feel that 
I am your friend and I want to be your 
friend when you need me. 

Cedar Falls, Iowa, 

August 11, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I was glad to see 
that you did not join the stampede to give 
Johnson his war declaration. 

In my opinion, Congress is entirely too 
war eager for the good of this Republic. 

Cordially, 

F. B. Parks, 

Mt. Rainier, Md., 

August 11, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your statements be- 
fore the Senate regarding Vietnam were ap- 
preciated by at least this American. Though 
you may be a voice crying in the wilderness, 
there are some In that wilderness who hear. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Marie G. Ali. 

Detroit, Mich., 

August 9, 1964. 

My Dear Senator: I am a grandma with a 
lively interest in the world of affairs: Presi- 
dents, politicians, unemployment— and world 
peace. 

I have a B.A. in education and an M.A. in 
economics : earned in the dark 1930’s, also 35 
story credits at WXYZ, an ABC affiliate studio 
here. I’ve taught vocal music, harmony, 
piano, and conducted a cappella choirs. Stu- 
dents of mine teach in universities, play in 
big name bands, publish their creative opuses 
and make hit records, I've had a rewarding 
career. 

Now that I’m retired and my family (hus- 
band and son) deceased, I try to stay abreast 
of public figures and their contributions to 
this war-weary, blundering family of nations. 
I Intrude on your valuable ■ time (if this 
gets past your staff of secretaries) to make 
a contribution as seen from the distaff point 
of view, relative to your TV Interview and 
suspicion of L.B.J.’a honor, horsesense, or 


.rustworthiness in the face, of attack on the 
United States of America. 

Many people — women and men— feel con- 
fident that the late John Kennedy had a 
truer bead on him than yours, or he’d not’ve 
openly selected L.B.J. as his runnlngmate in 
1960. Not one word ever spoken, or written, 
by Mr. Johnson indicates that he’d rush 
American boys into the maw of war due to 
loss of face, hurt pride, impatience, or self- 
importance. He only seeks to cut tape if the 
Vietnam crisis worsened. Of course, cutting 
short the time-consuming argument and 
debate among males in Congress who are 
charmed by the sound of their own voices — 
on both sides of that aisle — may lose dlsgrun- 
tlement so much so that they feel sold short 
or something. 

The price of White House status is the 
real ‘‘American tragedy”: assassination or 
wastiess punishment of a human being who 
isn’t necessarily superman. In years past. 
Senator, when you played political maverick, 
to the secret delight of kindred American 
spirits, and brushed off popular opinion, you 
had more admirers, many of whom were re- 
cently disillusioned by your anti-Johnson 
“warning,” which had absolutely no basis in 
fact for average Americans. 

Everyone's reflexes and Judgments suffer 
from the inroads of time, Mr. Senator, So-o-o, 
haven’t you chosen — at a time when our 
beset leader most sorely needs a maximum of 
trust and loyalty — to be “different” merely 
to be different? 

Reflex action versus serious thought? 

A rut of habit now easier to make deeper, 
than not? 

At this late date, is it not a pity to becloud 
your “sincere individualist” image by that 
of a senile, crotchetty oddball? If the 
GOP’s candidate were In LJB.J.’s sorry, un- 
sought dilemma, I'd agree with you 99'tioo 
percent. * He’d “misquote” us smack dab 
Into an atomic holocaust. 

That even saving precious time in a crisis 
is not worth endowing an impulsive, self- 
righteous, self-important, self-made power- 
seeker with rights to wage unprovoked 
war, even if Commander in Chief — God for- 
bid. 

I and a lot of women would wager their 
right arms that our man in the White House 
is too dead serious about preserving the 
peace, to allow America to go down in his- 
tory a 3 a trigger-happy aggressor; no better 
than the Reds who lack all sense of honor or 
ethics— and lie, lie, lie, to sell their ideology 
to southeast Asia’s Ignorant, idle, hungry 
people— or wherever hunger rules and fear 
stalks. 

Don’t you owe LBJ a reconsidered retrac- 
tion? 

You’d be a bigger, better, man for it. 

(Not judged a modern-day Judas.) 

The GOP lias had its own Bobby Bakers 
(Sinclair and the Teapot Dome, itB Billy Sol 
Estes — offshore oil rights and the steel “gray 
market," after V-J Day)— so should hesitate 
to cast the first stone, as they say, yet they- 
will. 

Why not give logic and objectivity a 
chance? 

Sincerely, 

Ruth Moffat. 

Berkeley, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Morse: I wish to address myself 
to a major problem, one which I think you 
might well have thought seriously of. I am 
writing to you, instead of some other Sena- 
tor, because I respect the fact that you have 
not passively followed the Johnson adminis- 
tration as have most other Democrats. I am 
a Democrat myself and do have serious reser- 
vations in the course taken by the current 
administration, particularly in foreign pol- 
icy. 

Usually, I do not write letters, because they 
are almost always answered by secretaries 
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!md the. Senator does not receive the commu- 
nication himself. Tills is part of the prob- 
lem I hope to outline. I sincerely hope that 
you will personally have time to read and 
acknowledge this letter, as I think it covers 
a problem, possibly the most important in 
today’s United States. 

To begin with, I am in complete agree- 
ment- with you, that our forces should be 
taken out of Vietnam, then if any action la 
to be^ taken, it must be exercised by the 
United Nations. However, after the happen- 
ings. of the past few days, if; may be too late 
iFor us to withdraw. The Red Chinese have 
accused the United States with fabricating 
the attacks on an American destroyer. I do 
not know how much truth may be attached 
to this accusation, but I do chink the retalia- 
tory action taken by this country was un- 
called for and too severe. 

There are many other measures that we 
could have adopted short of this serious re- 
vengeful method, which might have brought 
results— conference, inquiry, protests, etc. 

I am in opposition to such policies of our 
Government. I know many other people 
who feel the same way. The most galling 
and frustrating part of our situation is that- 
us “little old” citizens have nothing to say. 
We vote for the presidential candidates put 
before us or we do not vote. If we write Con- 
gressman, our letters are answered on form 
letters and filed In wastebaskets, and often 
put on the “crank” list, if they are radical 
In nature. What can a citizen do, when he 
has. an honest complaint? Be is powerless, 
helpless to express his will against the over- 
powering monopoly on voi ;e and will and 
thought, exercised by our Government. I 
know you have addressed yourself to this 
most Important problem before, and hence I 
write to you. 

I cannot sit back and waf-ch others deter- 
mine my future and maybe make decisions 
which will cost me my life in a nuclear war. 

I cannot passively accept his as my fate. 
But what can I do and what can others like 
me do? We are shouted down like Rocke- 
feller before the screaming hordes which 
determine policy and too often, control, 

It appears to me that the action taken, 
for instance, in South Vletnim yesterday and 
today, might very well be a political strategy 
by President Johnson to win in November 
something which is not so certain as many 
would have us believe. Gold water has 
strength, and I am horrified when I even 
contemplate the possibility of his being our 
President. I am not in favor of many of the 
policies of President Johnson, but I would 
vote for him in a second, just to defeat 
Goldwater. I have no other choice. But if 
•Johnson is playing with our lives in south- 
east Asia, as is very possible, I would find 
it most difficult to support him, either. 

What can Intellectuals and other con- 
cerned citizens do today in this country to 
make themselves heard, listened to, and to 
help make policy and decisions? President 
Kennedy was one intellectual who did do 
something concrete along these lines, I be- 
lieve, but there are too few of these people In 
public life. 

I sincerely hope' you may find time, from 
your busy schedule, to answer me personally 
concerning this vital matter, which, to use 
a woraout cliche, is a matter of life or death. 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael Yale. 

New York, N.Y. 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon . Waynr Li. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I agree wholeheart- 
edly with, you and your comments as report- 



ed by the New York Times of today, and 
compliment you on your courage to state 
your view. 

Most sincerely, 

Anna Gottfrais. 

Long Island, NY. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Offic : Building. 

Washington. D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We are fully in 
agreement with your position against in- 
volvement in Vietnam. Who appointed us 
policemen for the world? . This matter 
should be hi ndled through the United States. 

It is terriale to think that so many lives 
oi our boys ahould be risked in u place where 
we really ha-'e no right to be. 

God bless you for your coinage and in- 
tegrity. 

Since; ety and gratefully, 

Mrs. Alfred o Valbnte. 

The Civil War in Vietnam: Background and 
Prosi ects 

THE UNITED STATES IS HEAVIL 1 INVOLVED IN 
SO UTH V CETNAM 

The recent events in the Bay of Tonkin 
have brought the world once again to the 
brink of disister. It was easily predictable 
that the ever-increasing military interven- 
tion of the United States in the unhappy 
Vietnamese civil war would inevitably lead 
to open confi let between U.S. forces and those 
of North Vlelnam 

Amidst th s whirl of charges and counter- 
charges as tc- which side provoked the crisis, 
the overriding goal must be immediate nego- 
tiations to defuse the explosive situation. 

Perhaps n< ver before has the United States 
been in a more untenable politclal, moral, 
and military dilemma than the one which 
now confronts us In the steaming Jungles 
and the rice ] laddies of South Vie tnam. 

There — despite official denials of our com- 
bat involvement, despite short-lived bursts 
of exuheranca over minor skirmishes, despite 
loud assertions that we are supporting re- 
sponsible go/ernment and freedom against 
Communist i-ubvcrslon — the great and pow- 
erful United States is rapidly losing respect 
and Influence, men and money, dignity and 
maneuverability. 

Despite American casualties In the hun- 
dreds and expenditures in hundreds of mil- 
lions, the U.S . military and political position 
In South Vietnam is becoming increasingly 
desperate, and our frustrated military lead- 
ers are calling for “escalation” of the war, 
which mears. essentially, using nuclear 
weapons and getting on with World War III. 

Such hysteria 1,; eloquent confirmation of 
the; administration’s most poorly kept 
secret: that 16,003 crack U.S. military “ad- 
visers” and S 60,000 South Vietnam military 
forces, supported by extensive U.S. arms and 
chemical war fare techniques, can achieve no 
more than i, stalemate, and possibly not 
even that, against, some 26,000 ragged guer- 
rilla fighters. Obviously, these guerrillas 
must be receiving tremendous, aid and sup- 
port from South Vietnam’s civilian popula- 
tion. Hundreds of thousands, perhaps mil- 
lions, of South Vietnamese are not only 
refusing to support their Government, they 
are actively opposing it. Unfortunately, 
they are peimitted no other channel for 
registering opposition to their Government 
than that of giving support to the gueirillas. 
Thus tlie Vietnam war Is essentially a civil 
war. As Senator Wayne Morse of the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee says: 
“There are r.o Chinese in South Vlelnam. 
There are no Russian soldiers in South Viet- 
nam. The only foreign soldiers In South 
Vietnam are U.S. soldiers." March 25, 
1961.) 
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HOW DID THE UNITED STATES GET INTO SUCH A 
LUDICROUS POSITION? 

It was In 1064 that the U.S. Interest in 
South Vietnam, as well as in neighboring 
Laos and Cambodia, began in earnest. 
After almost 8 years of frustrating hide- 
and-seek warfare with Vietnamese guerrilla 
forces, the exhausted French gave up the 
struggle to retain their colonies in Indo- 
china and joined with eight interested na- 
tions to negotiate a cease-fire agreement at 
Geneva. The temporary partitioning of 
Vietnam into Communist and “democratic” 
portions, pending nationwide elections, was 
the most significant provision of the con- 
ference agreements. 

Fearful of the alleged “vacuum” created 
by the French defeat and withdrawal, the 
U.S. Government handpicked a leader for 
the newly Independent “democratic” South 
Vietnam and promptly committed the re- 
sources and prestige of the United States to 
building a “free and Independent” South 
Vietnam to serve as a bulwark against the 
spread of communism and as a model ex- 
ample of what a new society could achieve 
by alining Itself with the United States. 

Unfortunate y, the virtual impossibility of 
implementing such a program in that lo- 
cality and at that juncture of history was 
not realized by our statesmen, due in large 
measure to our abysmal ignorance of that 
part of the world (e.g., when the author 
was preparing for his assignment to Indo- 
china in 1965, it was impossible to find 
Americans In Washington who had extensive 
firsthand experience in that area) . This un- 
realistic policy was further hindered by 
clumsy execution. Our choice of Mr. Diem 
as the leader for South Vietnam proved to 
be disastrous as he and his corrupt and 
dictatorial family quickly came to symbol- 
ize precisely the sort of tryranny against 
which our efforts were meant to be directed. 

Widespread disaffection developed which 
had its origins in a variety of factors. Popu- 
lar discontent with the cruel and oppressive 
tactics of the Diem government was rein- 
forced by religious and sectional grievances. 
The excessive economic dependence of the 
new government on massive Injections of 
U.S. aid, and the resultant attachment of 
South Vietnam so completely to the U.S. 
global political strategy, offended the sensi- 
tive nationalism of the Vietnamese people. 
Diem’s negative responses to repeated over- 
tures from the north for establishment of 
trade and other relations, and his refusal to 
hold the elections for unification in 1956 
as outlined In the cease-fire agreements, fur- 
ther aggravated the dissatisfaction with the 
government and, by extension, with the 
United States, whose hand was widely be- 
lieved to be directing government policy. 
Not surprising: y, Communist North Viet- 
nam, once she had succeeded in bringing a 
measure of order to her own shattered econ- 
omy, proceeded to add to the agitation and 
disorder which was engulfing the govern- 
ment of the south. 

The Diem government responded to criti- 
cism and opposition by adopting a policy of 
crushing those whose viev/s did not coincide 
with its own, or labeling them as “Com- 
munists” — a policy which has been sub- 
stantially followed by Its successors. The 
rationale, offered by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment for its continuing support of the auto- 
cratic and unpopular Diem regime and its 
successors, was that they, like ourselves, are 
Intensely dedlexted to fighting the Com- 
munists — an observation which totally 
ignores the obvious fact that, If their people 
reject them, their fierce dedication is of little 
avail. 

THE U.S. BUILDUP COMMENCES 

By 1960 sizable portions of South Vietnam 
were under the control of antt-Government 
forces. In 1961 the decision was made to 
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introduce a major American military pres- 
ence into Vietnam. By 1962 there were 
»stimated to be upward of 16,000 American 
military forces stationed there, equipped 
with enormous supplies of U.S. military gad- 
getry for themselves as well as for the swollen 
Vietnamese Army. 

Enthusiastic U.S. support was provided for 
a variety of Inhuman pacification tactics of 
dubious effectiveness. Entire rural com- 
munities were arbitrarily resettled in prison- 
like camps to prevent their providing succor 
to the rebellious forces. New chemical-war- 
fare tactics, introduced to defoliate wooded 
areas, had the side effect of destroying crops, 
a fact which did not deter us from using 
them. Brutal tortures and the burning of 
entire villages were undertaken as a means 
of extracting information about Vietcong 
and other rebels from sympathetic peasants. 
Practices, whose cruelty revolts civilized men 
and which must certainly be considered 
“crimes against humanity” if that term has 
any meaning whatsoever, became standard 
procedure. 

Not surprisingly, the more destructive and 
grotesque the combat tactics, the greater be- 
came the resentment of the local peasantry 
which had to bear the wrath of both antag- 
onists (more than 80 percent of Vietnam's 
population is rural) . The area of the country 
under rebel control continued to increase, 
and the number of guerrilla recruits to the 
rebels’ cause grew to the currently estimated 
26,000, with sympathizers, perhaps running 
into the millions, providing food and shelter. 
Defections from the South Vietnamese Army 
itself have become increasingly a problem, 
and most of the rebels’ weapons are reported 
to consist of U.S. arms which have been 
captured by, sold, or given to the rebel forces. 

WHAT IS THE U.S. IMAGE IN VIETNAM? 

There is, of course, no way to distinguish 
pro- from antl-Government sympathizers 
amongst the local populace. The tall, fair- 
skinned Americans are the only obvious in- 
truders, a fact which gives eloquent credibil- 
ity to the widespread charge that we are the 
new colonialists. 

To the Vietnamese who watch their coun- 
try being ravaged and their people being 
mutilated by the airpower and mysterious 
chemical agents which we have supplied, the 
idea that the United States may be using 
Vietnamese territory to achieve American 
objectives becomes Increasingly convincing. 
Our protestations that we are fighting for 
liberty ring hollow when it is only by the 
force of U.S. support that the unpopular 
South Vietnamese governments have been 
able to achieve and retain power. Our ex- 
hortations that communism must be de- 
feated seem irrelevant In an area where other 
foes are much more tangible. More recently, 
our talk of introducing nuclear weapons 
awakens lateilt memories with racist over- 
tones potentially more explosive than the 
A-bomb itself. U.N Secretary General U 
Thant, himself a Burmese, even felt obliged 
to warn the United States of how such a 
decision would be viewed by Asians. He said : 
“Such action is sure to generate widespread 
resentment and bitter criticism, particularly 
from quarters which so far have not been very 
vocal, and have not been very outspoken re- 
garding the situation in southeast Asia. In 
1945, when atomic bombs were dropped over 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan, there was 
a widespread feeling in many parts of Asia 
that these deadly atomic bombs were dropped 
on Japanese cities because the Japanese were 
nonwhites.” 

The American public has been intentional- 
ly victimized throughout this entire adven- 
' ture. The genuine complexity of the situa- 
tion has been made particularly unintelligible 
by distorted reporting and a partial blackout 
on news from the area, apparently at the 
instigation of Washington authorities. Ac- 
cording to a recent New York Times editorial 
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(July 29, 1964), “the Government's nega- 
tive— Indeed repressive and distorted — news 
policies obscured both the purposes and 
progress of the war. The public was not only 
misinformed by Government spokesmen but 
unpalatable facts were withheld and the 
truth subverted.” The shifting pronounce- 
ments and blatant contradictions of Secre- 
tary McNamara have exasperated Members 
of the Senate as well as the press and the 
public. Optimism and gloom have played 
tag In official Washington views since early 
1961. Troop cutbacks have been made, only 
to be reversed within a few months. Mc- 
Namara’s predictions, reiterated as recently 
as February 1964, of essentially total U.S. 
military withdrawal by 1965, have been re- 
placed by an announcement (July 27, 1964) 
of a 5, 000-man increase in our Vietnam mili- 
tary mission and by talk of 20 more years 
of warfare. 

Similar contradictions can be found be- 
tween the sympathetic support which rebel 
forces obviously receive from the rural popu- 
lace throughout South Vietnam and the 
claim of Premier General Khanh that “the 
people have called for the war to be carried 
to the North.” Guerrilla Insurgents can suc- 
ceed only when the surrounding population 
provides them aid and cover, a fact which 
accounts both for the success of the rebel 
forces in the South and the failure of at- 
tempts to carry out subversion in the North. 
Speculating on the wisdom of U.S. -spons- 
ored infiltration of the North, the New York 
Times’ military specialist, Hanson Baldwin, 
said: “The population of North Vietnam is 
unlikely to be friendly.” Actually, the com- 
mander of South Vietnam’s Air Force an- 
nounced at a press conference on July 22, 
1964, in the presence of top-ranking U.S. 
officers, that combat teams have been infil- 
trated inside North Vietnam for at least 3 
years, with no apparent success. 

Massive aerial attack on North Vietnam, 
on the other hand, requires no popular sup- 
port whatsoever. At the same press confer- 
ence on July 22, Air Commodore Ky an- 
nounced that 30 pilots had been specially 
trained to bomb North Vietnam. “We could 
go this afternoon,” he said! “I cannot as- 
sure you that all of North Vietnam would 
be destroyed, but Hanoi would certainly be 
destroyed.” 

The extent of the direct involvement of the 
north In the insurgency activities has in fact 
been a subject qf considerable disagreement 
among knowledgeable observers. As recently 
as March 1964, Pulitzer Prize winning report- 
er David Halberstam, of the New York Times, 
reported: “The war is largely a conflict of 
southerners fought on southern land. No 
capture of North Vietnamese In the south 
has come to light * * *” By mid- 1964 
charges of actual intervention of North Viet- 
namese military forces in the southern strug- 
gle were being heard with increasing frequen- 
cy. Although not yet substantiated, should 
such reports In fact prove true they would 
certainly Indicate a widening of the frame- 
work within which this civil war Is being 
fought. Key U.S. leaders have admitted, 
however, that aerial bombardment of North 
Vietnam would, by itself, be unlikely to im- 
prove substantially the situation in the 
south. 

There are also significant byproducts which 
deserve serious consideration with respect to 
bombing North Vietnam. Such an action 
would further fasten upon the United States 
the image of unprovoked destroyer of Asian 
peoples and their property. It would accel- 
erate the conversion of Vietnamese Nation- 
alists to pro-Communists, a shift which our 
obtuse policy has been accomplishing in the 
south for quite some time. Furthermore, 
such an attack would push North Vietnam 
firmly into the arms of China to which she 
would obviously have to turn for support. 
Thus we would accomplish for the Chinese 
the very objective which they have so far 


not achieved for themselves: the expansion 
of Chinese power far south into the Indo- 
china peninsula, 

WHY DO WE REMAIN IN SOUTH VIETNAM? 

In their more candid moments our lead- 
ers argue that, ugly as the situation may be. 
U.S. prestige in Asia is at stake in South 
Vietnam and can be salvaged only by vic- 
tory. Although It Is true that our prestige 
has suffered seriously, It does not follow that 
any sort of conventional “victory” Is likely 
or even possible. In such circumstances 
prudence may dictate that avoidance of fur- 
ther humiliating defeat is the best means of 
“saving face.” 

A fundamental consideration is needed of 
just what “victory” means in the Vietnam- 
ese context. The war is not a conventional 
one of armies and battleflields. Neither is it 
a simple struggle of International commu- 
nism against capitalism, as some of our dem- 
agogic leaders assert. Nor yet is it merely the 
current installment of the historic struggle 
between imperial China and her small neigh- 
bors. Certainly both the Ideological and the 
Imperialistic factors are Involved to a degree. 
Basically, the Vietnamese war is a civil con- 
flict with a strong nationalistic base. There 
is little for foreigners to “win” In such a 
conflict, short of destroying perhaps a ma- 
jority of the Vietnamese people, it is unlikely 
that we will ever succeed In molding a 
Vietnam tailored to American desires. 

It is pitiful and frightening that our lead- 
ers insist upon ignoring these domestic 
roots of the civil war in South Vietnam. We 
seem unable to realize that killing Vietnam- 
ese people and destroying their homes In- 
creases rather than reduces their hostility 
to us. Our utter failure to grasp this obvious 
fact was demonstrated by our former Am- 
bassador to Vietnam, Henry Cabot Lodge, 
when he was asked upon his return to the 
United States how the war would end. “It 
will end when there aren’t any more Viet- 
cong insurgents," he said. “That doesn’t 
mean that they're all dead. It means they’ve 
decided not to be Vietcong any more. And 
the reason they decide not to be Vietcong 
any more is that it's too dangerous — they’re_ 
liable to be killed.” (The New York Times, 
June 28, 1964.) 

Even were our might to prevail in South 
Vietnam’s civil war, the presence of neigh- 
boring China, with over a quarter of the 
world’s people, would make futile the attempt 
to create a stable and peaceful southeast 
Asia. We cannot ignore China’s existence 
and its natural interest in any political set- 
tlement in that area. There Is, of course, a 
school of thought which views Vietnam as 
merely one outpost in a strategic chain of 
installations which the United States is con- 
structing for the purpose of meeting Red 
China head-on. Vast Jet facilities and sup- 
porting bases, far surpassing conceivable re- 
quirements for actions restricted only to 
Vietnam, are being prepared there to comple- 
ment similar installations In Thailand. In 
this view, Vietnam is only a rehearsal and 
staging area for the real confrontation which 
is yet to come. Ignoring the military futility 
of such crucial Installations in a region likely 
to be so hostile as to render sabotage or cap- 
ture by enemy forces almost inevitable, one 
is appalled by the cynicism of this attitude 
as well as by the horror of Its immorality. 

THE PEOPLE CANNOT BE FOOLED FOREVER 
Many people are becoming increasingly 
restive over the situation. A number of our 
allies have attempted to disassociate them- 
selves from our actions in South Vietnam. 
France has openly advocated neutralism for 
the Indochinese states and has accepted the 
fact that China must be recognized and dealt 
with as a power in the area if conditions are 
ever to be stabilized. Our efforts to con- 
vince our other NATO partners to support 
our Vietnam policy have met with little sym- 
pathy. The majority of Asian nations shy 


approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500330004-0 


20364 

Approved For Release 2004/01 /f6 

Sway from taking a positive stapd on either 
Sid? of the conflict, many of them maintain- 
ing relations with both Vicfcnsmp and avoid- 
ing public comment about the civil war. 
However, neighboring Cambodia's Prince 
Sihanouk, who has had phenomenal success 
with a neutralist policy, has long predicted 
a victory for the Vietnamese rebel forces. 
U Thant has said that “mil tary methods will 
not bring: about peace in South Vietnam," 
and he suggested that the Geneva agreements 
might profitably be revived. 

.Here In our country, piotest against the 
ofiklal policy in South Vietnam has been in- 
creasing as news reporting :'rom Vietnam ha3 
fought itself somewhat free of the strictures 
imposed by the Department of Defense and 
es public opinion has begun to react to the 
frequent contradictions and sharp reversals 
.La the administration’s own accounts of what 
la taking place. 

The ever-increasing magnitude of our ex- 
penditures is also a growing cause of con- 
cern among both administration supporters 
:aad opponents. Senator :->irksen, in pre- 
dicting that the $1 % million of aid per day 
to houth Vietnam would shortly rise to $2 
million, complained that in South Vietnam 
Itself; "We appear to have made no real 
progress.” Other citizen groups have ex- 
pressed abhorrence at our country’s 60 com- 
pletely subsidizing and dominating the econ- 
omy of another nation, including paying the 
salaries of Its army. This is indeed a, type 
of ‘ invisible” colonialism which, neverthe- 
less, becomes quite visible in Washington’s 
outrage whenever the South Vietnam Gov- 
ernment unilaterally decides to embark on 
a course of action of its own choosing. 

I®. 1963 some 17,000 ministers of all faiths 
protested to President Kennedy against 
tupjjort of the dictatorial Vietnam Gov- 
ernment and the immorality of our chemi- 
cal-warfare tactics against the Vietnamese 
people. More recently 5,000. college and 
university professors have presented a pe- 
tition to the State Department asking that 
the Vietnamese war be ended and Vietnam 
neutralized. 

®n the U.S. Senate seven! Senators con- 
sistently protest “Secretary McNamara's 
war,-' although their statements are gen- 
erally not reported by the mass media. 
Curiously, this group includes both Senators 
from Alaska, ope of the St ites most sensi- 
tive to political developments in. the Pacific 
nsglcn generally. Alaska’s Senator Gruen- 
ejto recently declared: “The time has come 
to cease the useless and senseless losses of 
American lives in an area not essential to 
the ffecurlty of the United States. This is a 
light which is not our fight, Into which we 
dbould not have gotten in the first place. 
The time to get out is now, before the fur- 
ther loss of American lives.” 

"WHAT HAPPENS IF WE PULL OUT? 

Certainly for Americans or for any for- 
eigners to plan and impose a peace policy on 
tJae Vietnamese people would be as pre- 
sumptuous. as objectionable, and as fool- 
hardy as has been our practice of imposing 
a wax policy on them. Satisfactory terms 
•fipon which, a settlement may be reached can 
bo decided only by themselves, for theirs is 
basically a civil war with myriad nuances 
only dimly comprehended by outsiders. In- 
dications are that the South Vietnamese 
people are interested primarily in ending the 
war. - It is we who are most concerned about 
winning it. Unfortunately, the succession of 
U.S. -backed governments in South Vietnam 
has ruthlessly repressed open expression of 
such sentiments, and General Khanh has 
even staged demonstrations and attacks on 
the French Embassy to sym bolize his peo- 
ple’s alleged hostility to a neutralist solu- 
tion. Buddhist leaders have been con- 
demned for suggesting neutralization and 
politicians known to support neutralism are 
in exile or in prison. Under ruch conditions 
it is obvious that a genuine reflection of 
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popular wl.ihes can be obtained only when 
the United States decides to stand aside and 
permit all contending factions to vie for 
popular support 

Admitted y, if there is sufficient support 
for them among the people, Communist ele- 
ments might well gain control of a freely 
e-ected government, a fact of ].lfe which we 
should be prepared to face. There in, how- 
ever, considerable evidence that a genuinely 
representative South Vietnam Government, 
whether Communist or non -Communist, 
would opt for peace and neutrality, perhaps 
under international guarantees, ’it is also 
likely that North Vietnam, or even a Com- 
munist-oriented, unified Vietnam, would 
welcome an opportunity to mir imize its de- 
pendence or. China, the historical “imperial- 
ist” of Asia. Consolidation of the comple- 
mentary economics of North and South Viet- 
nam would help to accomplish this by per- 
mitting the Southern rice surplus to All the 
North’s rice deficit, at the same time catering 
to the natic nallstlc passion which sc domi- 
nates Vietnamese thought. The recent fis- 
sures in the Communist bloc suggest that 
nationalism will increasingly assert Itself 
over monotf elstle com tnunlsm, and a unified 
or federated Vietnam, would enjoy much 
greater maneuverability to pursue such a 
course. 

Tire precise form which any negotiated 
solution, might take can hardly be predicted 
at this time Public statements by the Na- 
tional Liberation Front, spokesman lor the 
bulk of the insurgent forces, concentrate 
on demands for a cessation of U.S. inter- 
vention in South Vietnam affairs. Accord- 
fng to Georges Ohaffard of Le Monde, the 
Front favors a neutral belt to include South 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos and does not 
want South Vietnam to become dependent 
upon North Vietnam. Other rebel elements, 
more closely oriented toward North Vietnam, 
give high priarlty to unification of the coun- 
try. 

The contii ulng crisis in neighboring Laos 
cannot be settled until there has been a set- 
tlement in V otnam, nor are our touchy rela- 
tions with ( ,'ambodia likely to improve so 
long as we obstruct efforts to bring peace 
along her frontier. Cambodia has twice 
complained to the U.N. about U.S. violations 
of her border: First, charging that Americans 
participated In a. bombing mission which 
killed 17 Cambodians, and second, charging 
us with the aerial spraying of destructive 
chemicals over Cambodian territory. Such 
incidents do us no good but great harm; 
they could even serve to ignite a major con- 
flict. 

The idea of reconvening the 1954 Geneva 
Conference which ended, the French-Indochl- 
nese conflict has been revived periodically, 
most recently by U Thant (July 9. 1964). 
The U.S. respmse to this suggestion has been 
essentially th it until the existing agreements 
are respected no purpose would be served 
by another conference. 

Considerab e doubt is cast on the sincerity 
of this response l.i view of the well-known 
fact that some of the most blatant violations 
of the Cieneva accords have been committed 
by the United States or with its encourage- 
ment. Probably the most crucial term of the 
Geneva cease-fire agreement was the pro- 
vision for nation v/ide unifying elections to 
be held by June 1956. The South Vietnam 
Government, correctly afraid that it would 
lose such an flection, if for no other reason 
than its smaller population, adamantly re- 
fused to honor this provision In l£56, and has 
steadfastly continued to refuse to permit uni- 
fication elections despite periodic demands 
for these elections by the North (both South 
Vietnam and the United States hide behind 
the technically correct claim that they never 
signed the Geneva agreements), other pro- 
visions of the agreement prohibited the In- 
troduction In ,o Vietnam of any additional 
military perse mnel (art, 16) or armament 


(art. 17) and forbade the establishment 
of new military bases (art. 18). By 1956 
both North end South Vietnam had been 
found guilty of violating these conditions. 
The massive buildup of U.S. forces in 1961, 
including the construction of Jet air bases, 
was ail done in knowing violation of this 
agreement. 

Onother approach has been that of Gen- 
eral De Gaulle. He proposes that the United 
States, the U-H.SJR., China, and France with- 
draw from Ind ochtna and that a massive eco- 
nomic and technical aid program be substi- 
tuted for the fighting. This proposal, and 
Indeed the entire idea of taking the Viet- 
namese conflict to the conference table, was 
summarily refected by President Johnson 
(press conference, July 24, 1964) within 24 
hours after the General suggested It. Such 
haste indicated a rigid and unthinking 
response. 

Any course of action is risky, but almost 
none Is more risky than the one we are fol- 
lowing. As mature individuals Americans 
raust realize that we cannot dictate to every 
corner of the globe, nor do we win respect for 
ourselves by brandishing our nuclear arsenal 
whenever we cannot have our way. Forces 
in existence before the discovery of North 
America, as well as forces as fresh as post- 
V7orld War II nationalism, are at work in the 
Vietnamese conflict. An American-backed 
unrepresentative government can tempo- 
rarily distort the relative; strengths Of these 
forces, but until they are allowed to assert 
themselves and to find their support among 
a free population, unchecked guerrilla war- 
fare, accompanied by a political instability 
which cannot be restricted to Vietnam’s 
border, will continue to Rip U.S. energies and 
prestige, to irritate U.S. politics, both do- 
mestic and in ^mational, to aggravate the 
racial polarization of the world,, and to stoke 
the flames of World War III. 

August 1964. 

At a meeting of 20 national voluntary civic 
allairs, church, labor, and peace organiza- 
tions, some of which are not formal partici- 
pants in the Turn Toward Peace effort, it 
was agreed and stressed that U.S. citizens 
do not have, end do not receive, adequate 
information on the situation in Vietnam and 
southeast Asia. Turn Toward Peace was 
asked to help provide and distribute such 
information. Turn Toward Peace does not 
itself take substantive positions but offers 
its channels for the distribution of respon- 
sible materials on war/peace issues, it is 
making this paper available to provide back- 
ground and to stimulate the discussion neces- 
sary to a peaceful solution of the Vietnam 
crisis. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Mr. Mouse: I support your stand on 
Vietnam. I feel strongly that the way to 
settle international disputes and questions 
is by negotiation and not by military inter- 
vention as the United States has done. 

I am encouraged that the U.N. is going to 
invite both Nor th and South Vietnam to air 
their differences. Perhaps this will lead to 
a peaceful settlement of the dirty and bitter 
war where only the people suffer and no one 
gains except those hungry for power. 

The United States would do better to sup- 
port the South Vietnamese with food and 
technical advisers in the fields of agriculture 
and economics rather than with the horrors 
of napalam bombs. 

Sincerely, 

Carol W. Rende. 

Washington, D.C. 
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New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C . 

My Dear Mr. Morse; Allow me to express 
my admiration and gratitude for the courage 
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and Integrity you displayed in" your stand on 
Vietnam. . 

Although you are alone among those in 
our Government who would put political ex- 
pediency before the very life of humanity, 
you are not alone among the people of our 
country. Millions of Americans honor and 
respect you and will persevere beside you. 

Gratefully, 

Jane K. Skear. 

El Segundo, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear' Sir: I agree with you so often that 
I feel I should write again and tell you so. 
We had no business in Vietnam to start. 
We have a United Nations. We should be 
democratic enough to abide by its majority 
decisions. 

Thank goodness we have had sense enough 
to keep out of Cyprus so far. If we cannot 
be democratic enough to abide by United 
Nations, then we should not blame Russia 


risk bSS ^Jmem£1ei 9 a?9?e 0 fr9c9^19o9P^ 
of the World War III holocaust to our eternal 
discredit. 

I have written to Senators Maonuson and 
Jackson and to Congressman Westland 
about this matter urging that they support 
your recommendations, I truly hope they 
will. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Frances J. Wester. 


Madison, Wis., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

The Senate 
Washington, D ,C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your vote against 
the resolution to support fully the admin- 
istration’s policy and actions In Vietnam 
has been the single bright spot these past 
few miserable days. I am very glad you 
voted as you did and I am grateful too for 
this necessitating more publicizing of your 
views than has occurred so far. 

Whether the North Vietnamese torpedo 


argument for being in South Vietnam, 

i.e., that the Vietcong is the side that has 
broken the Geneva accords, and that we only 
broke them after they did. And even now, 
if we're willing to face the possibility of a 
Vietcong victory at the polls, peace could 
perhaps be achieved by the announcement 
that such elections would soon be held. 

Or doesn’t our Government really believe 
in democracy? It’s hard to keep from get- 
ting pretty cynical on this point. 

Anyway, keep up the good work. You’re 
a rare type of politician — one with integrity 
and courage. 

Sincerely, 

Bobbie Harms. 

Birmingham, Mich., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have just finished 
reading your article in the August Progres- 
sive. One hopes with desperation that men 
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which was another of our stupidities in my 
opinion, against Soviet wishes, 

The vision of a whitfe knight on a white 
charger bouncing around all over the world, 
to meddle in the domestic affairs of evolut- 
lng nations, may look pretty but surely it 
does not jibe with actualities of today's 
world. 

On the whole I do respect Mr. Johnson, 
and when he adopts that soft “reasoning” 
tone I go along — mostly. But he is an astute 
politician and he has spiked one of the big- 
gest guns of the Republicans before elec- 
tioneering has even started by this “bold” 
stroke on North Vietnam bases. 

Those who have lost some member of the 
family in this outer “war” probably have a 
lesser word than “bold” for it. 

however, I look for a precarious campaign 
this year, and I still cannot be for Gold- 
water; too immature, in my view, as surely 
he wouldn’t let himself be simply ignorant. 

You have a pretty brave colleague In Mr. 
Fulbright, from news reports occasionally. 
I thank you for your courage. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. Pearl M. Campbell. 

Everett, Wash., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: As I am deeply con- 
cerned about the worsening Vietnam crisis, I 
am writing to commend you on your stand 
in this matter. I urge you to continue to use 
your influence In helping our country find 
creative solutions to this serious threat to 
world peace. No unilateral solution can be 
effective in so complex a problem, particu- 
larly when we are so heavily Involved in the 
guilt of the crisis. 

As you have Indicated in newspaper re- 
ports I have read recently, the economic and 
social problems which we have helped to cre- 
ate in that part of the world cannot be 
solved by purely military means. We must 
appeal to the U.N. and all countries who 
have any feeling of responsibility for world 
peace, whether they are members or not, to 
work on this urgent problem. The 14-nation 
Geneva Conference should be reconvened in 
an effort to settle the war. Peacekeeping 
forces should supervise the implementation 
of any peace plans which are developed. 

Some decisions made by such a multilat- 
eral group may cost us some sense of pres- 
tige, but if we are willing to work for eco- 
nomic and social improvement in that area 
even so, we are likely to be remembered as 
the people who were humble enough to help 
solve the problem of world peace rather than 


specific incident as you have mentioned or 
simply by the whole menacing position of 
both American Naval and Army units does 
not seem to me to matter a great deal. One 
has the feeling Inevitably that the North 
Vietnamese attack was as ludicrous as a 
squirt gun aimed at an elephant and that 
there has been much of this sort of thing 
going on and tolerated. That it should be 
now made an issue of appears to the cynical 
observer a political move to answer the Re- 
publican charge of not enough action com- 
bined with a diversion from domestic affairs 
going badly in the way of Negro riots. 

One can only hope that you will do all that 


bright keep your critical eyes on southeast 
Asia — particularly now. 

Yours sincerely, 

T. C. Crane, 

Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N.Y., August 9, 1964. 
Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept my 
sincere congratulations and my strong sup- 
port for your vote against the southeast Asia 
resolution. 

I am not at all sure that the interests of 
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South Vietnamese war. 
Sincerely, 


Jean Wiley. 


August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: May I congratulate you on your 
courage to stand up for a sane policy for 
Vietnam? 

I agree with you that the only way out of 
the southeast Asia impasse is through the 
United Nations, and that the United States 
will fail if she insists on imposing a military 
solution on a political and economic problem. 

Sincerely, 

Eugenia V. Norrikry, Ph. D. 

Research Associate, Stanford University. 

Carmel, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Three cheers for you 
in your continuing struggle to get the truth 
about South Vietnam before the American 
people. The war we are engaged in there is 
a dirty war, a disgrace to our Nation, and 
instead of expanding it (as we’ve done in 
the past 2 days) we should be negotiating 
for peace and getting our soldiers out of the 
country. 

A recent article by you in the Progressive 
covered the whole situation in an exceedingly 
capable manner except for the omission of 
one vital point: the 1966 elections that were 
slated to be held under international 
auspices, according to the 1964 Geneva ac- 
cords, which would have unified the country. 
From all that I’ve been able to find out about 
this, the United States, through our then- 
flunkey, Diem, blocked the holding of these 
elections because we had become convinced 
that a leftist regime under Ho Chi Mlnh 
would win. If this is true, shouldn’t it be 
widely publicized? For it demolishes the 


involved In Vietnam. Your voice, raising 
some serious and embarrassing questions, 
has been one of the few expressions of sanity 
that seems to remain on Capitol Hill. What 
is it that makes so many of our lawmakers 
so bellicose? I often wonder If they are 
trying to prove something about them- 
selves — or to themselves. 

Keep on saying “No.” You represent more 
than your Oregon constituents here. 
Sincerely yours, 

Andrew Hacker, 
Associate Professor. 

Syracuse, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your opposition to 
the resolution before the combined Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Committees of 
the Senate is to be commended. 

Military action in a situation that would 
appear to be somewhat ambiguous must be 
seriously considered, and not hastily sec- 
onded. 

At a time when so many are rushing into 
an area of unknown consequence, it takes 
courage to remain steadfast. May you con- 
tinue to so serve the American public. 
Sincerely, 

Mr, and Mrs. Roger D. Cohen. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: May I commend you on 
your honest and courageous stand in voting 
against the President’s aggressive actions in 
the Gulf of Tonkin. 

We are interferring in a civil war, expend- 
ing billions of dollars and hundreds of our 
menfolk supporting a corrupt government, 
earning the hatred of honest people every- 
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wee re, and, because we are losing ground, 
tempting provocations that may escalate 
th.‘e into worldwide and, possibly, atomic war. 

Where is the vaunted “American courage," 

' “honesty," "love of liberty," and “intelli- 
gence”— that out of 90 Senate and 416 House 
votes, only 2 Senators have these qualities 
of decency to recognize and stand up against 
a Presidential “carte blanche” in a nefarious 
undertaking? 

Would that there were many more of you 
in the Senate. How can we get them there? 

Respectfully yours, 

Lewis J. Skmr. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

iUenator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Chambers, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morse: I want to 
urge you to keep on fighting. Your voice 
rings out like a clarion and gives me hope. 

Sincerely, 

Billa Goodstein. 

Aberdeen, Wash. 

fler.e.tor Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We want you to know 
that we appreciate the stand you are taking 
against U.S. Involvement in Vietnam — North 
or South. 

We regret that since we are Washington 
State residents the only support we can give 
you is moral. If we could have the privilege 
of .voting f or you we would certainly do so. 

It would be a real exercise of voting privilege 
, to vote for a man of your caliber. The resi- 
dents of Oregon are indeed fortunate. 

Thank you again. 
a Yours truly, 

Mr. and Mrs. Pent Jarvela. 
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clared, illegal, unilateral but nonetheless a 
escalate ruthless crui >1 war which now me y spread into 
all out nucle ar war. 

The two World Wars to “end war” and to 
“save democ -acy" were self-defeating and the 
atomic age was ushered in char ging -,he en- 
tire character of war. War, a t such, is no 
longer a sol Jtlon to world problems as you 
well know. 

Enclosed ij copy of General Hester's article 
“Is the Unfed States Fighting the Vietna- 
mese People." 

I am the secretary of the Peace Committee 
of Hillside Community Church and for 6 
years have corresponded with General Hester. 
We have placed his book “On The Brink” in 
many librartts. We distribute his articles in 
quantity. 

He has at various times paid high compli- 
ment to you particularly also Senator Grue- 
nin6. Do hope he will stand with you. 

You said today "This is a predated declara- 
tion of war.” May I quote a paragraph from 
his recent le ;ter: 

“As I view it we have to mobilize to do one 
thing the ref t of the year and that is to pre- 
vent the expansion of war in Asia and an in- 
vasion of Cuba. Both are building up fast 
and we will be lucky Indeed if we can hold 
the line.” 

In anothe: 1 paxagraph he wrote, “So far 
U.S. foreign aid has been used to set nations 
fighting nail ms and to matntain the status 
quo.” 

We have sent telegrams to President John- 
son protesting this present action, urging as 
you and General Hester have done, an Inter- 
national conference, 

President Johnson’s present position leaves 
little choice between him and Senator Gold- 
water on foreign policy.. 

Thank you again. 

Mis. Maude Richard. 


August 21 


New York, NY., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank goodness you 
are still a “maverick” Senator or else we 
would have- no voice in Congress that dared 
criticize our stupid blundering in southeast 
Asia. 

Keep up the good work — challenging for- 
eign aid “mis-spenditures” and mixed up 
militarism in Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 

Joyce S. Giles. 

Richmond, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon , Wayne Morse, , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I congratulate you on your cour- 
ageous statements on our policies in south- 
east Asia. 

I completely agree with you that we should 
selva this question through the United Na- 
tions rather than by involving ourselves in a 
military action. The United States was 
wrong to allow itself to be goaded into an 
attack on North Vietnam, and I greatly ad- 
mire you for standing up alone to say so. 

. Sincerely, 

Patric ia H. Duncan. 

Tacoma, Wash., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: It if difficult to put 
into words our admiration for your courage 
In tlrls dreadful crisis. Tonight we saw you 
interviewed on television and heard you say 
you would not vote for the resolution to sup- 
port President Johnson, that you would 
stand alor.e if need be. If only .our President 
would take such a stand. 

Wo, my husband and I, Irnve lived long 
enough to experience two World Wars, the 
Korean war and now this war, to date unde- 


Newton, Mass., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wavne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sena -, or Morse: For some time, my 
husband and I have I'elt that the United 
States is lnvclved in a very unjust anc! mor- 
ally undefenslble war In South Vi etnam . We 
fail to see a distinction between a Commu- 
nist-enforced dictatorship and an American- 
enforced diet itors.Uip, as both the Diem and 
the subsequent military regimes are. Sup- 
port of this government is especially open to 
criticism since it appears that the populace 
of South Vietnam does not support this gov- 
ernment, and apparently tends to sympathize 
with the revc lutionary forces. Furthermore 
we object, on moral grounds, bo the tech- 
niques used by the military forces against 
the peasants, such as the ghetto compounds, 
the burning cf villages r.nd riccfields, and es- 
pecially the p aysical brutality. 

We supporl complete: y your recent state- 
ments about American foreign policy. We 
were impressed with your appearance on 
“Meet the Rrsss," and today with your ob- 
jections In Ihe fienato to the resolution. 
We admire v;ry much your moral courage 
and your rational objectivity, so decidedly 
lacking in mnat politico! figures today. We 
hope that you will continue to be strong In 
your position and that you will be able to 
influence others tc consider the moral issues 
Involved, ratter than just empty American 
prestige. 

Sincere y, 

Anita Simpson 
Mrs. Charles Simpson. 

Santa Monica, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Mors®. 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, U.C. 

Dear Sir: You have our heartfelt under- 
standing for y >ur positive stand on the South 


Vietnam situe.tion. It takes stamina and 
knowledge of this acute problem, and you 
have shown courage almost alone, and we 
want you to feel we, as Democrats, are behind 
you. 

Continue the good work. 

Cordially, 

Mrs. Rose Y. Nicholas. 
Cazenovia, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington D C. 

• Dear Me. Morse: Thank you for your 
courage in speaking out in an effort to stop 
the current war hysteria in America. 

I wish I could vote for you. 

Yours truly, 

Elizabeth Zo Allen. 
August 6, 1964. 

Senator Morse, 

This is to encourage you to hold your po- 
sition on the ! Southeast Asia situation. 

There is a better way to gain respect as a 
nation than ktl ting. 

I am a teacher, 60, of mathematics in high 
school. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Claire W. Palmer. 
August 7, 1064. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. : 

I thank you ;:ram the bottom of my heart 
because you are a true representative of the 
common people of the United States, and I 
might add for all the common people 
ttiroughout the world. 

It appears you stand alone as Christ did 
during his time. 

We thank you for your courageous stand 
and for trying to save mankind from total 
annihilation. 

Sincerely yours, 

^ Katie Klicinovich. 

Syracuse, N.Y., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse; I would like to con- 
gratulate you on your extremely brave stand 
over the present policies of the U£. Gov- 
ernment. It seems that In times of grave 
crisis there is always a ce.ll for unity in the 
country and this eliminates intelligent and 
democratic discussion on the subject and 
anyone who stands out against this is con- 
sidered unpatriotic. Therefore any man, 
especially in an. elected position, who takes 
such a stand is to be greatly admired and 
considered very courageous. 

r would also like to thank you for your at- 
tempt to expose the hideous doubletalk 
which has accompanied the recent develop- 
ments In southeast Asia. 

I can only say that I believe the chances for 
world peace would be greatly Increased if 
men of your thinking were In power in this 
country. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Ashworth. 

San Francisco, Calif,, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Se note of the United States, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This Is just a brief 
note to say that we agree with everything 
that you have said about the U.S. Interven- 
tion in Vietnam and admire tremendously 
your courage in speaking the way that you 
have done. 

Whether you know it or not, we believe 
that you speak Jar many American people 
who, unfortunately, have no voice outside of 
your own. 

Sincerely, 

Irene Cosmos. 

Jill Jeffery. 
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Los '.Angeles, Calif., 

' v August S, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

17, S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a line of con- 
gratulations on your courageous stand 
against our Involvement In foreign wars. 
Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Lincoln Haynes. 

Clinton ville, Wis., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse: I wish to express 
my appreciation for your stand in re the 
attack on North Vietnam. This should have 
been taken to the United Nations in accord- 
ance with its charter. I believe the PT boats 
were probably from South Vietnam. They 
are very anxious to get us into a war with 
their neighbor to the north. 

Next, I suppose, there will be a phony 
attack in Cuban waters to justify an attack 
on their harbors. 

n ta r.nul d have staged this as they 
did the attack preceding the Bay of Pigs 
fiasco. 

Yours, 

W&r. L- Stanton. 

San Pedro, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: May I personally thank you and 
congratulate you on the stand you have 
taken on the U.S. position In Vietnam. I am 
in complete agreement with you, that we are 
both the aggressors and agitators in this 


indebted to you’. You seem to be the strong- 
est voice for peace in the U.S. Government. 

You have taken the winning side, as only 
full discussion of Issues and agreement on 
peace and neutrality could be a sensible role 
today. Any other leads to nuclear war and 
destruction. 

The Johnson administration has taken a 
turn toward carrying out the policies of 
GOLDWATER. 

In one sense we felt after the Republican 
convention, we now had a straight course 
for end poverty, civil rights, and peace. We 
are now all confused and continuation of 
this policy could easily end in the election 
of Barry Goldwater. 

Or — the nuclear destruction of the world. 

Yours very truly, 

William Ingham, 
Chairman, Palomar Peace Group. 

August 8, 1964. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate B uilding, 

Washington, D.C. 

Str: A few years ago I had the pleasure of 
having dinner with you and Mrs. Morse and 
I was Impressed and enlightened by your In- 
dependence and knowledge. 

Your recent vote against President John- 
son’s bill is a courageous act. I hope that 
you are better informed on our problems 
than I or millions of other Americans are. 

The rest of our legislators’ speedy and 
ready consent marks them, in my book, as a 
bunch of “yo-yos.” 

Congratulations and may you enjoy a good, 
happy and long life. We need you. 

Sincerely, 

Harry Rich. 

Miami, Fla. 


should not be merely a relay switch for the 
wishes of his voters on Important questions. 
On matters that require background, wisdom 
and moral thinking to decide, I think a Sen- 
ator and the Senate have a higher obligation 
than to party loyalty or the next election. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. Karnow. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator, Office of the Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sib: Am writing to express my sup- 
port for, and my admiration and respect for, 
your Integrity and moral courage as ex- 
pressed by you concerning the Vietnam sit- 
uation. The action taken by the adminis- 
tration Is not the way of the Founding 
Fathers. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. R. L. McGarrett. * 
August 7, 1904. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C.: 

I, too, with many thinking people, have 
long considered the wisdom of our policy in 
Vietnam and have just written the President, 
again, urging caution and a postponement 
of further military action till the situation 
Gan be reviewed before the Security Council 
with both sides participating. 

I have admired your stand in the Senate 
which must have taken conviction and cour- 
age and I want you to know you have the 
full support of many of us. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Marion M. Mallery. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


Incident. 

I give you my full support and encourage 
you to take this stand to whatever heights 
are necessary. 

There are few men in political office today 
who are willing to sacrifice political gain for 
their own convictions. I believe that you 
have truly passed the test of a qualified 
Senator, which I am afraid many of your 
colleagues would fail. 

Again I urge this stand, and offer myself in 
any way to keep this a country and world in 
peace. 

My deepest admiration, 

Miss Helen Meyers, 

, College Student. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My congratulations 
to you on your stand on the resolution which, 
I think, you said “predated a declaration of 
war.” 

I am extremely worried about our whole 
policy in Vietnam and a newspaper picture 
of a baby terribly burned by one of “our fire 
bombs has haunted me. 

A world at peace with more reliance on the 
United Nations seems farther away and the 
Btupidity of man on the increase. I don’t 
like to be ashamed of my country but how 
can we send the Peace Corps around the 
world on one hand and push everyone closer 
to nuclear destruction on the other. 

, I wish that other Senators than you and 
Senator Ernest Gruening would speak up 
In times of crisis. 

Sincerely, 

Eileen B. Waring. 
August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: The Palomar Peace 
Group meeting in full session feel especially 


August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate of the United States, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I were 
greatly pleased by your comments on the 
Vietnamese crisis. I had thought that all 
dissenting voices were burled under the heap 
of elegies on individualism. May Oregon 
continue to return you to the Senate. 

Sincerely yours, 

Douglas M. Moon. 

Berkeley, Calif. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I commend your vote 
on the Vietnam resolution as a courageous 
and Independent action. 

I think It Is good to have a few doves when 
It is much easier to be a hawk. In fact, it 
alarms me, as it did in the Cuban crisis, that 
to be anything but a hawk Is tantamount to 
treason. 

If we don’t have debate on such monu- 
mental questions, we lose a great asset of de- 
mocracy — the check of power of the estab- 
lishment. The vote on Wilspn’s war resolu- 
tion was not unanimous. Perhaps, at that 
time, if there had been more debate or con- 
sultation, alternative courses might have 
been reached which would have . been less 
costly. 

Military commitment can be a dangerous 
procedure because It does not always permit 
an honorable disengagement. Cuba proved 
otherwise, fortunately, but possibly only be- 
cause the motives on both sides were evi- 
dent and communication was easy and avail- 
able. I am not sure whether the Prisedent’s 
action Is the best course for the United States 
or will produce any lasting benefits. How- 
ever, I don’t believe that honest debate 
should be ruled out or that individuals 
should fear to raise questions lest their 
patriotism or paper courage be questioned. 
I have also felt for a long time that a Senator 


Frankfort, Ky„ 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: In the flurry of ac- 
tivity that surrounds a U.S. Senator, it must 
be especially trying to defend a position as 
unpopular as Is your position on Vietnam. 
Now, as I write this, you are speaking to an 
almost empty Senate Chamber — speaking 
about what Is probably the most important 
topic In the world today. You might very 
well be committing political suicide, because 
this time your opposition to U.S. policy in 
southeast Asia is getting wide publicity. 

Of course, I know nothing about what kind 
of person you are. I do know that you are 
not a coward, and have taken grave political 
risks in the past. But I do know that when 
caught up in the middle of a struggle, it is 
often hard to keep an eye on oneself, and to 
remember what it is all about. It Is often 
especially difficult to find meaning to a 
struggle which at one and the same time 
must be fought, and will be lost. 

This letter, then, is to remind you of that 
which only someone else can tell you. You 
are a good man. If life can ever have any 
meaning, it will be given such by men like 
yourself. I can't wish you great happiness, 
because I know that men such as you can 
never be fully happy in an evil world. But 
I do wish for you the satisfaction that comes 
from fighting for what Is right. I wish for 
you part of the beauty that you yourself are 
adding to the world. 

With profound respect. 

Lawrence Caroline. 

Montrose, Pa., 

August 8, 1964. 

Thank you, Senator, for your dissenting 
vote yesterday on that "vote of confidence” 
for the President's military action In North 
Vietnam. 

“The evil that men do lives after them” 
may well be said of our involvement In 
southeast Asia. 
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How did Asia ever survive for 7,000 years 
without the United States One hell of a 
mess! 

Pr:sd K . Brewsteb. 

Pasadena, Calif,, 

August 6, 19G4. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is to encourage 
you in your stand against our undeclared war 
in Vietnam. 

Please continue to press for a solution 
through the U.N. 

Respectfully, 

Ruga Engeloberg. 
Seattle, Wash. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: It was with Joyful apprecia- 
tion, that it read in the mor ning Post-Intelll- 
gencer your statements regarding U.S. inter- 
vention in Asia. I wish to congratulate you 
for the stand you have taken. 

I am writing to the two Senators from 
Washington. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hector J. Duracker. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; 3 am filled with 
pride that we have one Senator who has the 
Intelligence to understand the international 
implications of our insane foreign policy and 
has the courage to say that he does not agree 
with it. What’s driving the. je people to build 
up another Korea? If the plan Is to provoke 
the Chinese so they’ll enter on the side of 
the North Vietnamese and give us an excuse 
to bomb the mainland to please Chiang Kai- 
shek, we’re underestimating the power of the 
Communist world. No matter what the rift 
over ideology Russia won't stand by and do 
nothing. But I don’t have to tell you these 
things. You are well aware of the world 
situation. 

Thank you very much for your dedication 
to the real interests of the people of this 
country. Judging by the vast number of 
supporters you have in this community you'd 
tie our first choice for President. Shall we 
draft you? . 

Very truly yours, 

Anne R. Colfohd. 


San Jose, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wa- tne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

'Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sen,, tor Morse: May I commend you 
for your ccurageous stand on the limited 
war resolution. It is a rare pleasure to see 
a man of stch integrity and conviction, and 
would that there were more like you in the 
Senate. W ( lived in Oregon for 3 years, 
while stude its at the University of Oregon 
(both my husband and I hold Ph. D’s In 
sociology from the University of Oregon.) 
I only wish we could still vote for you. 

On many, many previous occasions I have 
admired yovr stands and the articulate way 
in which jou have expressed your view- 
point— with which I am almost always in 
accord. My husband Joins me in congratu- 
lating you o: l your rare courage. 

Since: 'ely, 

Gail J. Puiney. Ph. D. 

Munch:, Ind., 
August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wat ne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington D.C 

Dear Senator Morse: We want you to 
know that we are in strong support of your 
position that the United States should cease 
its Involvement In Vietnam and should sub- 
mit the issues to negotiation. The United 
States should faithfully abide ty the results 
of such negc tiations. 

We sent fhe following telegram to Presi- 
dent Lyndor Johnson : 

“Urge avcid war escalation in Vietnam. 
Negotiate permanent settlement through 
United Nations." 

Since: ely, 

Robert J. and Martha Gwyn. 

Copies to Senators Birch Hath, Vance 
Hartke, Congressman Ralph Harvey. 

East Amherst, N.Y., 

August C, 1964. 

Dear Senator: I am writing to express my 
approval and appreciation for jour position 
on the crisis In southeast Asii. Your re- 
marks have shown that the only intelligent 
solution to Ihis complex problem is through 
sincere attempts 1 1 negotiation. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Anne Bradley. 


New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: This is to express my admira- 
tion to you for your courageous stand against 
cur involvement In an Asian war. Thank 
God there Is at least one voice in the Senate, 
that speaks out for peace and sanity. 

Respectfully, 

Kurt h. Gruen. 
August 6, 19G4. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dsiar Senator Morse: For years I’ve heard 
the Republicans criticize our party because, 
quote, “It’s always the Democrats who get 
us Into wax.” Again this morning I heard 
this refrain from a fellow worker on the 
subject of the North Vietnam bombings. 

I Just want you to know that a fellow 
Democrat Is proud of you for your courage 
in questioning this action of our country 
and I wholeheartedly agree with you. 

May God bless you. 

Phyllis A. Caine. 

Berkeley, Calxf. 

Copies to President Johnson, Senator H. 
Humphrey. 


New York City, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank God for you. 
I just finished your article in ths Progressive 
and know that we can count o:a you to so- 
berly appraise our drive to war In southeast 
Asia. This s sheer madness and can lead 
only to the ^termination of the whole hu- 
meun race. 

Now we’re playing “chicken" and seem dis- 
appointed that China is not responding to 
our bullying of North Vietnam. 

We know you are almost alone in. Con- 
gress Pleas ; keep on. 

Thank you again, most fervently. 

Sincerjly yours, 

Dorothy Jacobson. 

Agency, Iowa, 
August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse. 

Senator for Oregon, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Mors:s: Do you realize, sir, that 
you and Sent .tor Gruening of Alaska, are the 
only Membejs of Congress willing to go on 
record as agreeing with the fundamental 
doctrines of ill oil the great religions in the 
world on human rights and human relations? 
My congratulations, and my fervent hope you 
will remain iteadfast in your ai,and on our 
foreign policy, must be convoyed to you. 
I am now nearly HO years old aiid ever since 
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If can remembsr I have thought much as you 
do about such things. 

Yours truly, 

Madison Warder. 

Bozeman, Mont., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I appreciate your 
stand on the current Vietnam crisis. As a 
history teacher I watch current events with 
Interest. 

Thank you for sending me “Senator Morse 
Speaking.” 

Sincerely, 

Clyde W. Smith. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please accept this 
brief note in wholehearted support of your 
position in connection with American activity 
in Vietnam, i: pray the Lord will strength- 
en your voice and the voices of others who 
appeal for sanity in a situation quickly es- 
calating toward deeper involvement and total 
war. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Neuhaus. 

New York. N.Y., 

Aiigust 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We commend you on 
your courageous stand on our “Immoral” war 
in Vietnam. 

Yours is the only sane, realistic, and hu- 
mane position on this matter. 

We applaud your courage In being able to 
stand alone am.ld a “sea of fools.” 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Romaine. 

Chicago, III., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayni: Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It was heartening 
to hear two sane voices raised in the Senate 
when the vote on Vietnam was taken. 

Not all Americans favor the U.S. aggres- 
sive “big stick” policy in southeast Asia and 
many of us are unwilling to give President 
Johnson free rein In pursuing that policy. 

We are grateful to you and Senator Gruen- 
ing for representing us. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn and Anne Thureson. 

Muskegon, Mich., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Wayne Morse. 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 1 wish to thank you 
for your leadership and straight thinking 
regarding the Vietnam situation. History 
will prove you are right. I fear for our coun- 
try and for our sons who are being killed 
for nothing. (We have a son In the Navy.) 

You are a profile in courage and one of 
the few legislators I could call “honorable.” 
Congratulations 1 

I am a teacher and wish I could do some- 
thing to help constructively. Our letters 
to Congressmen seem to have little effect. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mildred E. Wall. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I wish to congratulate 
you for your courageous and forthright posi- 
tion you have taken on the issue of U.S. 
naval aircraft bombing North Vietnam 
bases. Although you are apparently out- 
numbered by those that support this action, 
remember there are millions of Americans 
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who support your courageous and correct 
stand. 

I agree 100 percent with you that our 
policy over the last 10 years In southeast 
Asia Is terribly wrong and can only lead to 
disastrous results. Open Intervention In 
South Vietnam', which we have been follow- 
ing for years Is In Itself aggressive action 
which can only be countered with similar 
action by the Government of North Vietnam 
and China. 

Obviously the Government in South Viet- 
nam Is not a popular regime with the people 
of this country and is being kept In power 
by U.S. military' might. I further agree 
that the problem In southeast Asia Is a 
political onfc and cannot be solved by mili- 
tary action?" Our sons who are dying in 
Vietnam are obviously being sacrificed for 
a lost cause. 

Please keep up your fight for a correct 
policy In southeast Asia, and be of mind that 
there are millions of ‘Americans who are 
behind you in this fight. Remember that 
although your position Is a minority posi- 
tion at this time— it Is' the correct position — 
and eventually must be the majority posi- 
tion if we are to have peace in southeast 
Asia. The issues In southeast Asia must be 
settled over the conference table. 

I am sending carbon copies of this letter 
to both of my Senators from California. 

Sincerely, 

Leonard Dahlsten. 
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United Nations at all times. It seems hypo- 
critical to me to keep saying we are fighting 
to preserve peace and freedom. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mary Hancock. 
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, Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Thomas Kuchel, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I beg of you to oppose extending 
the war In Vietnam. Brinkmanship is a dan- 
gerous game, and might start a conflagration 
which will end in total destruction of the 
world. 

We suggest that all misunderstandings 
should be threshed out at a conference table. 

Yours respectfully, 

Mrs. Sarah Yuravich. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Mike Mansfield, 

U.S. Senate, 
yVashingtoii, D.C. 

Dear .Sir: Please support Senator Wayne 
Morse in opposing extension of the war in 
Vietnam, which may eventually start a nu- 
clear war and the total destruction of the 
world. 

There must be other ways to settle differ- 
ences, and a conference table is a good way. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs, Sarah Yuravich, 


Lonc Beach, Calif. 

Hon. Senator Morse, 

Washington, D.C.: 

Thank you for your courageous stand re- 
garding the Vietnamese crisis. 

Wish you were president. 

Sincerely, 

K. A. Eliassen. 


Providence, R.I., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This is a brief note 
to let you know that I wholeheartedly sup- 
port your bold and farsighted thought on 
the South Vietnam crisis. In 1964, we can- 
not have American solutions to all prob- 
lems, and you are one of the few people in 
Washington to recognize this. 

As a member of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, I have witnessed the insidious and 
Immoral Indoctrination that our troops are 
subjected to; that is to say, a reckless “my- 
country-rlght-or-wrong” policy Is promul- 
gated. For fnyself. I will not become a part 
of this Inexorable march toward mass an- 
nihilation. 

Again I applaud your standing. Rest as- 
sured, that there are others who support 
your statement; Indeed, as you s.ay, we must 
beat our big nuclear swords into plowshares. 

Very truly yours, 

Stephen J. Fortunato, Jr. 


San Diego, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 
The Honorable Wayne Morse 
Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to express my 
admiration for the stand you have taken or^ 
the policy of the U.S. Government in Asia, 
and especially in Vietnam. It takes a lot of 
courage to raise the only dissenting voice 
In the Senate, particularly when the whole 
country has been excited to the point of hys- 
teria over the Tonkin Gulf exchange. 

Having just recently read your article, 
“Humpty Dumpty in Vietnam”, In the Pro- 
gressive, I was aware of your thorough knowl- 
edge of the 10-year history of our participa- 
tion in this area. I also have a copy of Sen- 
ator Gruening’s speech of March 10, 1964, 
on "The United States Should Get Out of 
Vietnam” and have used this material when 
writing to my Congressmen and Senators 
about the cruelty and futility of this war. 
The response I have received has not been 
Impressive as you can observe from the letter 
from Senator Kuchel, copy of which Is en- 
closed. The President naturally turns such 
letters over to the State Department which 
forwards the writer a fat pamphlet too volu- 
minous to wade through. 

The War Registers League Issued a “Memo 
on Vietnam” recently, prepared by David Mc- 
Reynolds and A. J. Muste, which seems to 
me very comprehensive. I am ordering some 
copies of this memo to distribute to people 
In this area. As I feel you will be interested 
in this "Memo”, I am enclosing a copy and 
also a clipping from a smalltown newspaper, 
the Valley News, to show you that we do 
have orie thoughtful editor in this area which 
Is otherwise covered by the San Diego Union 
and Evening Tribune, both owned by the 
ultra conservative Copley Press. 

Yours very truly, 

Mrs. F. W. McConnell. 

San Diego, Calif., 

August 5,1964.' 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
courageous and positive stand regarding the 
shocking position our Government has taken 
in Vietnam. 

I feel our being there was all wrong In 
the first place. We should work through the 


Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator J. W. Fulbright, 

Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Please continue to oppose ex- 
tending the war in Vietnam, as you have 
done in the past. Brinkmanship is a dan- 
gerous gamble, which might light the fuse 
that will start such a conflagration that will 
destroy the world. 

Don't you think that things can be settled 
at a conference table in preference to war? 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Sarah Yuravich. 

August 9, 1964. 

Mr. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I congratulate you 
on your courage to face up to President 
Johnson’s barbaric act against the people 
of North Vietnam. To me his act Is in the 
same category of a 6 foot 2 inch, 250-pound 
man slugging a 6-year-old boy, or raping an 
8-year-old girl.' Why, oh why, do we have to 
pick on little nations such aB South Viet- 
nam; North Vietnam, Cambodia; Laos; Cuba; 
Guatemala, British Guiana — we wouldn’t 
dare do It to the U.S.S.R. 

I wrote Senator Williams denouncing him 
for his Casper Milquetoast attitude — for 
bending his knees to Johnson’s ignominious 
act. I’d like to receive your speech apropos 
this base act of Johnson’s. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hubert N. Smith. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse/ 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to tell you I 
am in complete agreement with you on Viet- 
nam and southeast Asia.. Why, oh why, can 
we not see that we must settle disputes 
around a conference table In this day of the 
atom bomb. 

It Is a lonely, lonely vigil for you but keep 
up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Betty Kellogg. 


August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I like to consider 
myself a thinking Individual, one who takes 
time to make up his mind when important 
matters present themselves. It appeared for 
the moment that I had lost complete touch 
with the human race when this trouble In 
Vietnam arose this week. By chance I hap- 
pened to see you on TV and hear your state- 
ment in regard to the situation there. I 
can assure that I am on your side In this 
matter and don’t I wish more felt the same 
way. 

I have not always agreed with your stand 
on various Issues, but I have certainly ad- 
mired your honesty and courage through the 
years you have served In the Senate. With- 
out reservation, hs a history teacher, I can 
confidently say that your name is already 
recorded In the pages of this Nation’s history 
as one of her most noble servants. Please 
continue your good work. 

Sincerely, 

Richard L. Petterson. 

Topeka, Kans. 

Chicago, III., 
August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I wish to express my ap- 
proval and admiration for your stand on 
Vietnam. Your voice is practically alone 
and therefore you deserve credit for having 
the courage of your convictions. Let me 
assure you I share the above with you, and 
hope that the present situation will be set- 
tled not by guns, but through negotiations. 

Sincerely yours, 

Samuel L. Talmy. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon. 

.Senator Ernest Gruening of Alaska, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senators Wayne Morse and Ernest 
Gruening: We want to thank you both for 
your honorable and courageous defense of 
peace and humanity, in respect to the Viet- 
nam crisis. 

With your powerful voices in Washington, 
our democracy and our international moral- 
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tty cannot die out. but will, we hope, grow 
strong©]*. 

We enclose a copy of our letter to Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson on the North Viet- 
nam matter, in which we affirip, out support 
of your position. 

With ndmlratlon and respect, 

Dr. Oaklfy C. Johnson, 

Mrs. Mary Lea J. Johnson. 

New York, N.Y, 

August 8 , 1964. 

Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United Mates, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President : We still protest, 
after hearing your statement to the people, 
against your policy toward North Vietnam, 
and toward Vietnam and against the un- 
reasonable assault on that little nation. 

We appreciate your declaration that you 
wish “no wider war,” but that Is not enough. 
It does not explain away the sudden horror 
of the brutal attack, without- Inquiry, with- 
out negotiation, without reporting first to 
the United Nations. 

You know these things perfectly well, 
Mr. President. Why do you persist In giv- 
ing our country an image as being among 
the still uncivilized Imperialist nations 
which disregard International courtesy and 
International law? 

We still urge a 14 -nation conference, as 
asked by De Gaulle, with solution of all 
problems by negotiation, and withdrawal of 
American troops and ships. 

We urge that you include Senators 
Wayne Morse and Ernest Gruening in 
every important conference on southeast 
Asia, because they speak for the majority 
of the people of the United States. Let 
their viewpoint, not Senator Goldwatep.'s. 
be reflected in your foreign policy. 
Respectfully yours, 

Dr. Oakley C. Johnson, 

Mrs. Mary Lea J. Johnson. 

Los Anceles, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse: 

With reference to" current Tonkin Gulf af- 
fafr and Fred Cook’s be ok “The Warfare 
State,” Library of Congress card 62-19422 — 
these clips show forces behind Goldwater 
and mortal crisis facing one beloved country 
In November. 

We have put lethal hardware In hands of 
Greeks and Turks, Laotians, Vietnamese and 
ir.£my others. All that it took to Initiate hos- 
tilities 60 years ago was one pistol bullet. 

Now with Goldwater on a white horse 
leading the Blrchites to “victory,” one can 
only hope there will be a few more sane, ma- 
ture and courageous Senators to stem the 
tides of hate that are destroying our beloved 
Nation. 

Why did Aviation Industries Association, 
using Hill and Knowlton oL’ Madison Avenue, 
Initiate a propaganda campaign of “Hate 
Russia” In 1946? They have unleashed the 
forces of hell over the expanse of our country. 
Can we control it before it Is too late? 
Sincerely, 

G. B. Gelley, 
Captain, U$CG (Retired) . 

Associated Press wire from Washington 
(dated May 18, 1960), which stated: Senator 
Barry Goldwater (Republican of Arizona), 
today urged full speed in development of the 
B-70 bomber, asserting tile United States 
could use it to launch a w-.tr. It is Interest- 
ing to note that Senator Goldwater has re- 
cently written a book entitled “The Conserv- 
ative Conscience.” If the foregoing report 
Is an Indicative reflection of the conservative 
conscience, I am inclined to doubt whether 
It ba6 developed to any great extent since the 
days of Genghis Khan, ,\nd again where 
is the still small voice? 
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But no matl-cr how close war is to becom- 
ing a sue den and violent reality, we must 
not lose v’alth In man’s ability to reach a 
noble destiny. The goal cannot be reached 
by keeping In the middle of a smooth and un- 
( obstructed highway. The course is set on a 
tortuous and rugged alpine slope, and so 
far, man aas made some brilliant strides In 
Ills ascent-. Will he abandon his lofty posi- 
tion and go down into "the valley of the 
shadow of death,” or will he push on up to- 
ward the unsealed summit? The German 
philosopher Lotze once remarked that “The 
deeper our insight into human destiny be- 
comes, the. more sacred does every individual 
human being seem to us.” May our con- 
science glow ia the conviction that man’s 
reverence for life will prevail. 

I believe that the mature conscience must 
be based yn a deep reverence for life, and 
that Its crowning characteristics should con- 
sist of understanding and the ccurage to 
translate :t into action. Conscience Is not 
enough, fer It has spurred bloody atrocities, 
as well as noble deeds. Understanding Is not 
enough, for It often leaves men fearful and 
Irresolute, as well as courageous and deter- 
mined. Action Is not enough, for it Is the 
habit of both beast and benefactor. Con- 
science, understanding and action must be 
welded together, if we are to tread the path 
of wisdom 

Christian Morality and Nuclear War 
(By Thomas Merton) 

(Note.— T his article, which deals with the 
individual Christian’s moral responsibility 
in the faco of the threat of modern, nuclear 
warfare, was written several months prior 
to the publication of Pope John’s recent 
encyclical Pacem in Terris. In view of the 
Holy Father’s powerful statement Father 
Merton’s observations; acquire n unique time- 
liness and importance.) 

A death struggle can also be a struggle 
for life, a new birth. Perhaps the present 
crisis Is the birth agony of a new world. 
Let us hope that It is. No one can dare to 
predict what Is about to be born of our 
confusion, our frenzy, our apocalyptic mad- 
ness. Certainly the old order is changing, 
but we do not know what is to come. All 
we know, hi that we see the many-crowned 
and many -headed monsters rising on all 
sides out o ! the deep, from the ocean of our 
own hidden and collective self. We; do not 
understand them, and we cannot. We panic 
at- the very sight of their iridescent scales, 
their Jaws ;hat flame with nuclear fire. But 
they pursue us relentlessly, even Into absurd 
litle caves fitted out with battery radios 
and hand-operated blowers. We And no se- 
curity ever In the spiritual cave of forget- 
fulness, tho anesthesia of the human mind 
that finally shuts out an unbearable truth, 
and goes al-out the business of life In torpor 
and stoical indifference. 

And yet ihe monsters do not have to come 
to life. They are not yet fully objective like 
the world around us. They do riot have the 
substance which is given to things by the 
creative power of God: they are the spiritual 
emanations of cur own sick and sinful be- 
ing. They exist in .and by us. They are 
from us. I'hey cannot exist without us. 
They are our illusions. They are night- 
mares- which our incredible technological skill 
can ell toe easily actualize. But they are 
also dreams from which vra can awaken 
before it is too late. They are dreams; which 
we can still perhaps, choose net to dream. 

MORAL PARALYSIS 

The awful problem of our time is not so 
much the dreams, the monsters, which may 
take shape and consume us, but the moral 
paralysis in our own souls which leaves us 
Immobile, inert, passive, tonguetied, ready 
and even willing to succumb. The real trag- 
edy is in the cold, silent waters of moral 
death which climb imperceptibly within us, 
blinding conscience, drowning compassion, 


August 21 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500330004-0 


suffocating faith and extinguishing the spir- 
it. A progressive deadening of conscience, 
of judgment and of compassion Is the inex- 
orable work of the cold war. 

One thing' Is getting to be more and more 
certain. The balance of terror, which dic- 
tates all the policies of the two great armed 
power blocs, cannot stay "balanced” much 
longer. It will crash. It may crash very 
soon. Napoleon said you cannot sit on 
bayonets. You have to use them, if you 
have them. This Is a thousand times more 
true of the montrous weapons which offer 
an overwhelming advantage to the one who 
strikes first and who strikes hardest, who 
smashes everything the enemy has before 
the enemy can wake up to his danger. 

The slightest false move, the most inno- 
cent miscalculation, an 111 chosen word,’ a 
misprint, a trivial failure in the mechanism 
of a computer, and one hundred million peo- 
ple evaporate, burn to death, go up in radio- 
active dust, or crawl about the face of the 
earth waiting for death to release them from 
agony. 

We are no; good at resisting sin, even un- 
der the best conditions. But under the most 
violent provocation, under the most diaboli- 
cal pressures, when we have abdicated from 
reason and morality, when we have frankly 
gone back to the law of the Jungle, how 
much chance is there humanly speaking, 
that we can live without disaster? 

Two things axe clear. First, the enemy 
Is not Just one side or the other. The 
enemy is not; jrist Russia, or China, or com- 
munism, or Castro, or Khrushchev, or capi- 
talism, or Imperialism. The enemy is on 
both sides. The enemy is In all of us. The 
enemy is wax itself, and the root of war Is 
hatred, fear, selfishness, lust, Plux XII said In 
1944, "If ever a generation has known in 
the depths of its being the cry of ‘War on war’ 
it is our own.” As long as we arm only 
against Russia, we are fighting for the real 
enemy and against ourselves. We are fight- 
ing to release the monster in our own soul, 
which will destroy the world. We are fight- 
ing for the demon who strives to reassert his 
power over mankind. We have got to arm 
not against Russia but against war. Not 
only againsi; war, but against hatred. 
Against lies. Against injustice. Against 
greed. Against every manifestation of these 
things, wherever they may be found, and 
above all In ourselves. 

Yet at the same time: we must not ignore 
the spiritual borderline that separates the 
nations of the West, with their Christian 
background, from the officially atheistic 
Communist bloc. We must avoid two ex- 
tremes: seeing, all good on our side and all 
evil on their side, or, on the contrary, dis- 
missing both sides as totally evil. The fact 
remains that although the Communists have 
explicitly rejected the Christian ethical 
tradition, thexe may still remain in Commu- 
nist-dominated countries strong surviving 
elements of that tradition. And although we 
of the West appeal to the Christian tradition 
In favor of our own cause, and do this quite 
legitimately, yet nevertheless there ar$ ma- 
teriastic and atheistic elements at work 
among us Just as powerful and Just as de- 
structive of our tradition as the materialism 
and atheism of the official Communist ideol- 
ogy- 

THE PRESSURE GROUPS 

On both sides there are powerful and 
fanatical pressures groups dominated by 
th^lr political obsessions, who drive towards 
nuclear war. On both sides the vast majority 
desire nothing but peace. The extremists on 
both sides are very much alike, though they 
regard one another as opposites. The 
moderates on both sides also have very much 
in common. One sometimes wonders If the 
real dividing line is not to be drawn between 
the fanatics (whether Russian or American) 
and the moderate, ordinary people of. both 
6 Ides. 
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In any case the policy makers and prop- 
aeandists are tending more and more In the teach, to explain, convince. Now, above all, 
direction of what they call “realism”: that It is the time to embody ®krtetian truth^in 
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longer seems to be news. Not enough to 


Is to say an all-out nuclear strike involving 
the mass destruction of civilians. In effect, 
the extreme bellicosity which leads each of 
the great power blocs to depend more and 
more on the threat of a pre-emptive attack, 
with no limit to the megatonic Impact of the 
nuclear weapons and no discrimination be- 
tween civil and military objectives, is equally 
immoral on both sides, equally inhuman and 
Incompatible with Christian ethics. 

In this restricted sense it may indeed be 
possible to And the same demonic evil at 
work, perhaps in different degrees, on both 
sides. Once one adopts the policy of nuclear 
“realism” which is purely and simply a policy 
of annihilation, then one abandons the moral 
advantage of fighting for freedom, justice and 
democracy. None of these values is likely to 
survive an all-out nuclear war. Even if one 
nation manages to win such a war, the con- 
ditions will be such that social, moral and 
spiritual values with which we are familiar, 
and which we should certainly be prepared 
to defend with our lives, will no longer be 
recognizable in the moral debacle. Such at 
least is the belief of Pope Plus XII and of 
John XXIII. 

The conclusion is, then, that we must 
defend freedom and sanity agalnBt the belli- 
cose fanaticism of all warmakers, whether 
“ours” or “theirs” and that we must strive 
to do so not with force but with the 
spiritual weapons of Christian prayer and 
action. But this action must be at once non- 
violent and decisive. Good intentions and 
fond hopes are not enough. 

PROBLEM IS DEEPER 

The present world crisis is not merely a 
political and economic conflict. It goes 
deeper than ideologies. It Is a crisis of man's 
spirit. It is a great religious and moral up- 
heaval of the human race, and we do not 
really know half the causes of this upheaval. 
We cannot pretend to' have a full under- 
standing of what is going on in ourselves 
and in our society. That is why our desper- 
ate hunger for clear and definite solutions 
sometimes leads us into temptation. We 
oversimplify. We seek the cause of evil and 
find it here or there in a particular nation, 
class, race, ideology, system. And we dis- 
charge upon this scapegoat all the virulent 
force of our hatred, compounded with fear 
and anguish striving to rid ourselves of our 
fear by destroying the object we have arbi- 
trarily singled out as the embodiment of all 
evil. Far from curing us, this is only another 
paroxysm which aggravates our sickness. 

The moral evil in the world Is due to man’s 
alienation from the deepest truth, from the 
springs of spiritual life within himself, to 
Ills alienation from God. Those who realize 
this, try desperately to persuade and en- 
lighten their brothers. But we are in a 
radically different position from the first 
Christians, who revolutionized an essentially 
religious world of paganism with the message 
of a new religion that had never been heard 
of. 

We on the contrary live in an irreligious 
world in which the Christian message has 
been repeated over and over until It has come 
to seem empty of all intelligible content to 
those whose ears close to the word of God 
even before it is uttered. In their minds 
Christianity is no longer identified with new- 
ness and change, but only with the static 
preservation of outworn structures. Doubt- 
less Christians .themselves have helped to 
create this unfortunate impression. 

THE CLOSED MIND 

This should teach us that though the 
words of the Gospel still objectively retain 
all the force and freshness of their original 
life, it is not enough now for us to make them 
known and clarify them. It is not enough 
to announce the familiar message that no 


action even more than in words. No matter 
how lucid, how persuasive, how logical, how 
profound our theological and spiritual state- 
ments may be, they are often wasted on any- 
one who does not already think as we do. 
That is why the serene and almost classic 
sanity of moralists exposing the traditional 
teaching of ‘ Christian theologians on the 
“just war” is almost a total loss in the gen- 
eral clamor and confusion of half-truths, 
propaganda slogans, and pernicious cliches. 
Who will listen and agree, except another 
professional theologian? What Influence 
can such statements have In preserving 
sanity, clear and logical though they may be? 

THE PRESENT NEED 

What is needed now is the Christian who 
manifests the truth of the Gospel in social 
action, with or without explanation. The 
more clearly his life manifests the teaching 
of Christ, the more salutary will it be. Clear 
and decisive Christian action explains itself, 
and teaches in a way that words never can. 

What is wanted now is therefore not sim- 
ply the Christian who takes an inner com- 
placency in the words and example of Christ, 
but who seeks to follow Christ perfectly, not 
only In his own personal life, not only In 
prayer and penance, but also in his political 
commitments and in all his social respon- 
sibilities. The Christian conscience can 
hardly be at peace with a minimalist ethic 
which justifies and permits as much as pos- 
sible of force and terror, in international 
politics and in war, instead of struggling in 
every way to restrain force and bring Into 
being a positive international authority 
which can effectively prevent war and pro- 
mote peace. 

We are at a point of momentous choice. 
Either our frenzy of desperation will lead to 
desructlon of our patient loyalty to truth 
to God and to our fellow man will enable 
U9 to perform the patient, heroic task of 
building a world that will thrive in unity 
and peace. At this point, Christian action 
will be decisive. That is why it is supremely 
Important for us to keep our heads and re- 
fuse to be carried away by the wild projects 
of fanatics who seek an oversimplified and 
immediate solution by means of inhuman 
violence. 

Christians have got to speak by their ac- 
tions. Their political action must not be 
confined to the privacy of the polling booth. 
It must be clear and manifest to everybody. 
It must speak loudly and plainly the Chris- 
tian truth, and it must be prepared to de- 
fend that truth with sacrifice, accepting 
misunderstanding, injustice, calumny, and 
even imprisonment or death. It is crucially 
important for Christians today to adopt a 
genuinely Christian position and support it 
with everything they have got. This means 
an unremitting fight for Justice in every 
sphere— in labor, In race relations, in the 
“third world” and above all in international 
affairs. 

This means (to adopt a current military 
cllch6) closing the gap between our interior 
intentions and our exterior acts. Our social 
actions must conform to our deepest reli- 
gious principles. Beliefs and politics can no 
longer be kept Isolated from one another. It 
is no longer possible for us to be content 
. with abstract and hidden acts of “purity of 
intention" which do nothing to make our 
outward actions different from those of 
atheists or agnostics. 

Nor can we be content to make our high- 
est ideal the preservation of a minimum of 
ethical rectitude prescribed by natural law. 
Too often the nobility and grandeur of 
natural law have been debased and deformed 
by the manipulation of theories until 
natural law has become indistinguishable 
from the law of the Jungle, which is no law 
at all. Hence those who complacently pre- 


scribe the duty of national defense on the 
basis of “natural law” often forget entirely 
the norms of Justice and humanity without 
which no war can be permitted. Without 
those norms, natural law becomes mere 
Jungle law, that is to say crime. 

The Popes have repeatedly pleaded with 
Christian people to show themselves in all 
things disciples of Christ the Prince of Peace, 
and to embody in their lives their faith in 
His teachings. “All His teaching is an in- 
vitation to peace," says Pope John XXIII in 
the 1901 Christmas message. Deploring the 
ever-increasing selfishness, hardness of heart, 
cynicism and callousness of mankind, as war 
becomes once again more and more immi- 
nent, Pope John says that Christian good- 
ness and charity must permeate all the activ- 
ity, whether personal or social of every Chris- 
tian. The pontiff quotes St. Leo the Great 
In a passage which contrasts natural ethics 
with the nonviolent ethic of the Gospel: 

“To commit Injustice and to make repara- 
tion — this Is the prudence of the world. On 
the contrary, not to render evil for evil, Is 
the virtuous expression of Christian forgive- 
ness." These words, embodying the wisdom 
of the church and the heart of her moral 
teaching, are heard without attention and 
complacently dismissed even by ) Catholics. 

CHRISTIANITY IS ALSO FOR NATIONS 
Too often, in practice, we tend to assume 
that the teaching of Christian forgiveness 
and meekness applies only to the individual, 
not to nations or collectivities. The state 
can go to war and exert every form of violent 
force, while the individual expresses his 
Christian meekness by shouldering his gun 
without resistance and obeying the command 
to go out and kill. This is not Pope John’s 
idea at all. He utters a solemn warning to 
rulers of nations: “With the authority we 
have received from Jesus Christ we say: Shun 
all thought of force; think of the tragedy of 
initiating a chain reaction of acts, decisions 
and resentments which could erupt into rash 
and irreparable deeds. You have received 
great powers not to destroy but to build, not 
to divide but to unite, not to cause tears 
to be shed but to provide employment and 
security.” 

Christian action is based on the Christian 
conscience, and conscience has to be in- 
formed by moral truth. What are the moral 
options open to the Catholic in regard to 
nuclear war? This has seldom been made 
clear, and It is tragic to observe that many 
Catholics are in a state of ignorance and 
confusion on some very important points. 
The vague 'statement that “a Catholic can- 
not be a pacifist” Is taken In much too 
sweeping and absolute a sense. Actually it 
Is true that in the Christian message of 195G 
Pope Plus XII reminded the faithful of their 
duty to face the “unpleasant reality * - * 
of an enemy determined to impose on all 
people, in one way or another, a special and 
Intolerable way of life.” Referring to violent 
tactics used by communism, Including atomic 
blackmail and the ruthless suppression of 
resistance in weaker nations, the Pope said 
that these tactics would have to be resisted. 
Pius XII clearly had the recent Hungarian 
uprising in mind when he declared that 
Christians might have the right and the 
duty to resist oppression by force if no other 
means were available or effective. 

Hence he said that in the case of extreme 
danger a legitimately constituted govern- 
ment, after every effort to avoid war has been 
expended in vain might lawfully wage a war 
of self-defense against unjust attack. The 
Pope laid down many clear conditions for 
the legitimacy of such a war. It would have 
to be strictly a war of defense, against evi- 
dently unjust attack. All efforts at keeping 
peace must have been unavailing. Legiti- 
mate means of defense must be used. There 
must be hope of effective self-defense and of 
a favorable outcome. In view of such a sit- 
uation, if the nation takes defensive pre- 
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cautions with legitimate instruments of in- 
ternal and external policy, 'then, the citizen 
would have an obligation to serve the na- 
tion in its defense effort. Ho could not. ap- 
peal to his conscience to refuse military 
service Imposed by law. At the same time 
the Pope deplored the necessity of such laws 
and pointed to “general disarmament as. an 
effective remedy.” 

Without commenting n detail on this 
statement of Pius XII, two things must be 
.. stressed: First that the lope is not setting 
aside the Christian conscience In matters 
of war. The Christian remains obliged in 
conscience to weigh the masters seriously and 
to consider whether or not the conditions 
laid down are in fact fulfilled. In the case 
of allout nuclear war, there exists a seri- 
ous problem as to whether or nc-t the “means” 
may be considered legitimate, either in them- 
selves or in the manner In which they are 
obviously to be used. 

THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE 
Far from dismissing or slighting the in- 
dividual conscience in this; matter, the Pope 
says Immediately that "there are occasions In 
the lives of nations when only recourse to 
higher principles can establish clearly the 
boundaries- between right and wrong.” He 
adds : "It is therefore consoling that in some 
countries, amid today’s debates, men are 
talking about conscience and its demands.” 

It must therefore clearly be stated that the 
measured and clearly qualified terms In which 
Plus XII admitted that there could still be 
a just war, at least (so the context seems to 
suggest) with conventional weapons, this did 
net mean that the government purely and 
simply had the last word and that Christian 
conscience was no longer to he consulted. 
He was not prescribing bind obedience to 
any government in any situation in which 
the power struggle might dictate war by any 
methods as the expedient thing. 

Note also that the obligation is not strict- 
ly to fight Rnd to kill but <o serve the coun- 
try in some capacity, according to its laws. 
Hence the Catholic who feels that in con- 
science he ought to choose the more perfect 
way of avoiding bloodshed and serving in 
the ambulance corps or in some other non- 
combatant capacity retains the right to fol- 
low his conscience in this matter, and In- 
deed ought to follow it. And his. requests 
ought to “be respected. 

But do these distinction:: apply in an all- 
out nuclear war? 

One other remark made by Plus XII in 
-the same address is very important. He de- 
vot«s several paragraphs to the problem of 
discerning accurately when peace is and is 
not really threatened, when there is and is 
not a serious emergency, and how the cal- 
culated threats and recriminations of power 
politicians are really to be interpreted. This 
gravely affects the whole question of that 
"extreme danger” which makes defensive 
measures urgent and obligat ory. 

In conclusion, we must not forget that 
Pope Xll's aflirmatlon that a just war could 
still be possible and that the Christian might 
l>e bound ’to serve in it, must always be seen 
against the background of his insistence 
upon general disarmament and the policy of 
peace. He explicitly states in this message 
that it is not '“abandoning that mission of 
peace which flows from our apostolfc office,” 
still less “calling Christendom to a crusade.” 

Clearly we cannot assert that a Catholic is 
bound in conscience to accept passively every 
form of war and military force that his gov- 
ernment may decide to use against an ene- 
my. According to this view, a good Christian 
13 one who shrinks from nc work of violent 
destruction commanded by the state in war. 
How far that would be frem the primitive 
idea that the good Christian normally re- 
fused military service and suffered violence 
In himself rather than inflicting it on others. 


•Such a ml conception could lead to the aw- 
ful conclusion that a Catholic commanded 
by a new Hitler to operate the furnaces of 
another D icb.au would be "only doing his 
duty” if he obeyed. The noble Christian 
concept of duty and, sacrifice must not be 
debased to the point where the Christian be- 
comes the passive and servile instrument 
uf inhuman governments. 

In brief: A Catholic is permitted to hold 
the following views of nuclear war. 

(a) Many sound theologians have taught 
that the traditional conditions of a Just war 
cannot be fully realized today and that, as 
Pope Pius XII himself said “the theory of 
war as an apt and proportionate means of 
solving International conflicts is now out of 
bate.” In practice, what has been called 
“relative piciflclsm” can very certainly be 
held and 1: held by many Catholics, With- 
out rejecting the traditional teaching that a 
“just war” can theoretically be possible un- 
der certain well-defined conditions, tills view 
holds that nuclear war is by its very nature 
beyond the limits o:f the traditional doc- 
trine. This is supported by vci7 clear state- 
ments of Cardinal" Ol taviani and Pope Pius 
XII. Hence, though It is not the definitive 
“teaching cf the church” it is certa:.nly not 
only a tenable doctrine but seems to be the 
soundest ar.d most traditional opinion. 

(b) Though absolute pacificism in a com- 
pletely unqualified form has been reproved, 
nevertheless today the pacifist standpoint 
pure and simple tends in practice to rejoin 
the above view, since a Catholic can be a 
pacifist in it particular case when there are 
very serlouf reasons for believing that even 
a limited war may be unjust, or may “esca- 
late” to pro >ortions which violate justice. It 
is to be noted that when a war is evidently 
unjust a Catholic net only may refuse to 
serve but hi is morally obligated to refuse to 
participate : n it. 

(c) Catholic tradition has always admitted 
the legality of a defensive war where there Is 
a just- cause, right Intention, and use of the 
right meant. Is Is argued that a limited 
nuclear war for defensive purposes can fulfill 
the requirements of a just war, and that 
therefore it Is Tight and just to possess stock- 
piles of nuclear weapons and to threaten 
retaliation for a nuclear attack. This may 
be and is hhd by many Catholics, and it is 
probably th> majority opinion among Cath- 
olics in the ' Jnlted States. But it can he said 
that this position, while specious and rea- 
sonable in ;heory, becomes very dangerous 
when we consider the actual facts. All 
theologians agree that the unrestricted use 
of nuclear weapons for the simple purpose of 
annihilation of civilian centers Is completely 
Immoral. I; is nothing but murder and Is 
never permitted, any more than a nuclear 
preemptive strike on civilian centers would 
be permittee, by Christian ethics. 

Could a p: eemptlve attack on the military 
installations of the enemy bo admitted as a 
“Just” defensive measure? To do bo would 
seam very rash In view of the disastrous con- 
sequences ol the retaliatory war that would 
inevitably be unleashed, and would 
Inevitably entail the total mass destruction 
of great centers of population. The state- 
ment quoted above from Pope John XXIII, 
while not. formerly declaring such an action 
intrinsically evil, is a solemn warning not 
to initiate, by any form of aggression, a 
chain of act.! of war and violence. While it 
may be all v;ry w ell for theologians to theo- 
rize about a limited nuclear war, it Is all too 
clear that toe game of nuclear deterrence 
uses the cities of the enemy as hostages, and 
that the policies of the two great power blocs 
are frankly built on the threat of an all-out 
war of annih ilation. 

In such a situation our Christian duty is 
clear. Though no Catholic is formally 
obliged to adhere to a policy of immediate 
nuclear disarmament, whether multilateral 


or unilateral, he is certainly obliged to do 
everything ha can, in his own situation, to 
work for peexje. It Is difficult to see how 
one can work for peace without ultimately 
seeking disarmament. If he holds one of 
the above opinions which are tenable he be- 
comes obliged to a course of action which 
promotes peace according to his view. 

It would, however, be a serious mistake to 
limit Christian obligations in the present 
crisis to a course of action that does not 
conflict with sound moral principles. The 
problem Is deeper. What is needed is a deeply 
Christian social action that will have the 
power to renew society because it springs 
from the inm»r renewal of the Christian and 
of his church.. 

the Real problem 

’The real problem of our time is basically 
spiritual. One Important aspect of this 
problem Is the fact that, in so many Chris- 
tians, the Christian conscience seems to 
function only as a rudimentary vestigial fac- 
ulty, robbed of Its vigor and incapable of 
attaining its full purpose: a life transformed 
In the charity of Christ. 

The mature moral conscience is one that 
derives its strength and its light not from 
external directives alone but above all from 
an inner spiritual connaturality with the 
deepest values of nature and of grace. Such 
a conscience is rooted and grounded In 
human compassion and in the charity of 
Christ. The most important thing for us 
■all to do (and this is a spiritual task which 
is essential to Christian renewal) is to re- 
cover this hidden “ground” in which sound 
spiritual Judgment and fruitful action can 
grow abundantly. 

But the great danger of our cold war ob- 
sessions is their dreadful capacity to sterilize 
that inner “ground” and make it utterly 
fruitless. When .this happens we tend to 
Judge by a connaturality with violence, and y 
not with love. Constantly exposed to dread, 
ix> anguish, to a strange force which menaces 
our security and our attachment to an efflu- 
ent society with its privileges and all its 
soothing irresponsibilities and comforts, we 
come to feel that menace as a spiritual fact. 
Insofar as our existence is at stake, and the 
structure of cur religious beliefs and prac- 
tices is at stake along with it, we experience 
the threat of communism and of war as a 
Ifind of ultimate spiritual test. We have to 
face it with a radical decision, with a self- 
commitment analogous in some respects to 
martyrdom. Indeed there is no question 
that we may have to be, in actual fact, 
martyrs. 

True, there is a fateful element of am- 
biguity even in the promise that our death 
at the hands of a persecutor can rate as mar- 
tyrdom. Are we .to die because we are Chris- 
tians or because we are bourgeois? It does 
make a difference. Sut at any rate, the 
possibility of destruction or at least of perse- 
cution by a ruthless and clever enemy, whose 
power and success we are never allowed to 
forget, begets .intolerable anguish. This an- 
guish, shared with others like ourselves, 
mounting Into indignation and resentment 
produces a kind of spurious exaltation. The 
will to resist by any available means, and 
without concern even for the most disastrous 
possible miscai-riage of our hopes, then ap- 
pears to us as bravery. We allow our des- 
peration and our hatred to swallow up our 
moral judgment, because we feel like cru- 
saders. The enthusiasm we are able to feel, 
from time to time, when we reflect on the 
frightful power of our weapons, may also 
assume a decidedly noxious psuedoreliglous 
quality. 

Yet all this proceeds from an Inner ground 
of false spirituality, of debased and brain- 
washed enthusiasm. Like the disciples who 
wanted to call down fire upon the city of the 
Samaritans, we do not realize by what spirit 
we are inspired. Unfortunately this cold war 
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tlan values but makes all our Judgments 
Bprlng from this ground of sterility and 
frustration in which the best seed can only 
die and in which the weeds of hatred and 
incipient fascism, (or communism for that 
matter) very easily flourish. 

It Is therefore above all vitally necessary 
to cultivate an inner ground of deep faith 
and purity of conscience, which cannot exist 
without true sacrifice. Genuine Christian 
action has, in fact, to be based on a complete 
sacrificial offering of our self and our life, in 
the service of truth. Short of this, we cannot 
attain sufficient detachment from our own 
selfish interests and from the peripheral con- 
cerns of a wealthy, spiritually indolent 
society. Without this detachment we cannot 
possibly see nuclear war as It really is, and 
we will consequently betray Christ and his 
church, in the mistaken conviction that in 
defending our wealth we are defending 
Christian truth. 

The Catholic, who believes, as the Popes 
themselves seem quite clearly to believe, that 
a nuclear war will most probably be a com- 
pletely unjust war because its destructive 
effects cannot be controlled, apd that it is in 
any case unreasonable and totally undesir- 
able, will be obliged to base his political 
activity on the conviction that war must be 
prevented here and now, and that we must 
try as best we can to work for its eventual 
abolition. 

There are many reasons to believe that the 
social action of someone like Dorothy Day, 
who is willing to refuse cooperation even in 
civil defense drills and ready to go to jail for 
her belief in peace, is far more significantly 
Christian than the rather subtle and comfy 
positions of certain casuists. When I con- 
sider that Dorothy Day was confined to a jail 
cell in nothing but a light wrap (her clothes . 
having been taken from her) and that she 
could only get to mass and communion in 
the prison by dressing in clothes borrowed 
from prostitutes and thieves in the neighbor- 
ing cells, then I lose all inclination to take 
seriously the self-complacent nonsense of 
those who consider her kind of pacifism 
sentimental. 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse,' 

U.S. Senator from Oregon. 

Honorable Sir: It was my privilege to hear 
and see you on television yesterday. Also an 
article in New York World Telegram. I am 
with you 100 percent. I am 76 years old. 
Still active In plumbing business. Consists 
of 80 to 100 men. Was founder of Woodrow 
Wilson Independent League, 1916, in Bergen 
County. A great admirer of Stevenson, our 
. Ambassador to United Nations. But don’t 
agree with him on Vietnam policies. So far 
can't see President Eisenhower policy— I have 
been in 27 countries including Russia. Speak 
Czech, German, Polish. Bom in Brooklyn. 
1888—76 years young. During World War I 
slept with Chinese. They crawled in my hod 
in Brooklyn Navy Yard. I somehow got 
along with them. We made one mistake. 
Should have them in United Nations. To me 
the French got out. We should have stayed 
out. I was taken a prisoner in 1938 as a 
spy. In Neuremberg, Germany, by Hitler's 
men. A long story. Been. in Czechoslovakia 
four times, last time after 25 years — in 1961. 
I was a member of selective service. If you 
meet the U.S. Senator, Roman Hruska, of 
Nebraska. Know him 8 years. We gained 
nothing in Korea — but lost — thousands of 
your men and cripples. We wiil do the same 
In Vietnam and get chased out as did the 
French. I knew Masaryk, Benes person- 
ally for years. Admirer of Anthony Eden. 
Wrote to him often. Been in England. The 
majority is not always right. I’d rather be 


dent John F. Kennedy. 

You will excuse my long letter. Hope you 
can read it. Really have one good eye, got 
other damaged in explosion. 

Wishing you and your family and your 
Journey through life success and health. 

Sincerely, 

William ZabRansky, Jr. 

P.S.— Enclosed are news clipping that may 
interest you. I wrote Senator Fulbricht 
some time ago. 

August 8, 1964. 
Hon. Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: After reading your speech on 
South Vietnam, I had an overwhelming de- 
sire to tell you how much I respect and ad- 
mire your opinion and your courage. 

According to the newspapers. Congress and 
the “Free World” are favorably Impressed 
with President Johnson’s decision. Their 
opinion is that it was “justified retaliation.” 

Be It as it may, only you, my dear Senator, 
had the courage of being a nonconformist. 

Progress and discoveries that changed the 
dogmatic believers came about from people 
like yourself. 

They stood alone against world opinion, 
defending their unpopular ideas, disregard- 
ing their safety and comfort. 

These men showed us the way to progress 
and freedom. 

We may recall President Johnson’s phrase 
from his state of the Union message: "There 
is strength in unity in a world made safe 
for diversity.’’ We owe you our profound 
gratitude. Our faith in democracy is much 
stronger, thanks to you. 

Respectfully yours, 


Eva Soltzer. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dayton, Ohio, 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Friend: Thank you so much for your 
efforts In opposing further involvement in 
Vietnam. I recently attended (in June) a 
State Department briefing in Cleveland, and 
I am convinced that the American people 
are being brainwashed. It is tragic indeed 
to see the administration take actions which 
may spread the war. 

I have read Robert Trumbull of the New 
York Times analysis, have also seen David 
Arnold, formerly of USIS, and talked to 
several Asians about the situation. All agree 
that there is a civil war — contrary to U.S. 
propaganda — that we cannot win a strug- 
gle for men’s minds by military efforts, and 
that we are wrong. 

I feel that ethically and morally we are 
embarked on a wrong course of action, but 
a Mr. Sullivan in the State Department who 
seems to he the chief architect, is convinced 
otherwise. He is backed by W. W. Rostow, 
who could well be removed from Govern- 
ment. 

Thank you again, and I do hope you will 
continue to 3peak out. 

Sincerely, 

Matt H. Thomson. 

La Mirada, Calif., 

August 9, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: In these trying times I 
want to. congratulate you on your attitude 
in regards to the Vietnam holocaust. 

Your voice seems to be the only one prin- 
cipally dedicated toward lessening tensions, 
not increasing them. 

I certainly agree that the United Nations 


out effectively. A shooting war of today 
cannot be considered as a stopping point. 
It could lead us to annihilation in nuclear 
warfare. 

Again, thank you for speaking out in favor 
of negotiations. 

Mrs. P. Steele, 

A Mother of Three Boys. 

Petaluma, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We wish to express 
our support for your opposition to President 
Johnson’s resolution allowing the President 
to get our country into war without declar- 
ing war and without the approval of the 
Congress. 

We appreciate your support for our con- 
stitutional rights and wish there were more 
people like you, with your courage and in- 
tegrity, in the Senate. 

Sincerely, 

Mary McChesney. 

Robert McChesney. 

Byron Randall. 


Malaga, N. Mex., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: The people listen to 
your words on South Vietnam. 

But they can’t believe that we’ve shelled 
out $1 y 2 million per day over there for how 
long? 

So, sir, will you please repeat this every 
time you speak and see that news media 
prints it In all papers. 

I can’t understand our sudden patriotic 
gunshots. Anyone and everyone of those 
boys murdered in South Vietnam were the 
flag of our country. A ship is a ship is a 
ship, but humans come first. 

God bless you. 

Mrs. Estelle B. Cox. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne L, Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Morse: Once again I 
would like to thank you for your continued 
quest for sanity in our Asian policy. For to 
those who do not know any of the history of 
the Vietnam war and of our past actions, the 
recent attacks on our destroyers seem more 
aggressive than they really are. 

History will show the stupidity and sense- 
lessness of the American participation in 
Vietnam — though it can never bring back 
the 260 Americans who have died for no 
reason. 

Daniel Webster once said that “Whatever 
government is not a government of laws is a 
despotism, let it he called what it may.” In 
today's shrunken world this should be 
amended to read "Whatever world is not a 
world of laws is a despotism, let it be called 
what It may.” 

I have enclosed letters that I sent to Sen- 
ators Javits and Keating and President 
Johnson and an editorial of Friday, August 
7, 1964, from the New York Post, which 
favors a solution on the lines suggested by 
both you and the great Senator from 
Alaska — Ernest Gruening. 

Senator Morse, it is about time the Sen- 
ate and the country listens to peacemakers, 
instead of warmakers, so again, please con- 
tinue to speak out against our reckless ac- 
tions in Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Neil M. Horwitz. 


No. 185- 
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Brooklyn, N.Y. m Vietnam ana I hasten to congratulate has represented a continuing threat to world 


The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C ■. 

My Dear Mr. President: I am shocked at 
the needless and senseless show of force that 
you ordered at North Vietnam. When, how- 
ever, It is examined as a pari; of our total 
policy toward southeast Asia it then fits in. 

Might is never right in itself. After our 
destroyers were attacked and they defended 
themselves the fighting should have ended. 
We need not and should not have played 
their game and fell to their level by the 
bombing of North Vietnamese bases. This 
is aggression. When we indiscriminately 
bomb North and South Vietnamese and 
Cambodian hamlets can ve not but expect 
these desperate people to attempt some- 
thing — even something as stupid as attack- 
ing our destroyers? 

Our participation in the Vietnamese civil 
war Is Illegal, Immoral, anc just plain stupid. 
If we are basing our entry on the SEATO 
treaty then where are the Thai, Pakistanis, 
New Zealanders, Australians, and Filipinos? 
They are sitting home watching us make a 
fool of ourselves as the French did in 1954. 

If our entry is based on the Geneva ac- 
cords, which neither we nor South Vietnam 
signed, where are the other signatory nations 
and why have we not used this agreement to 
call for a new conference? Because we 
would be found to be violating the treaty as 
would Red China, North Vietnam, and South 
Vietnam. If our entry is bailed upon our 
Constitution where is the declaration of 
war? For it is a war. ";'wo hundred and 
sixty Americans have already been murdered 
and 10 times that may soon, follow. 

Let me remind you of the United Nations 
Charter. Article 33, section 1 says that “The 
parties to any dispute, the continuance of 
which is likely to endanger the maintenance 
of international peace ard security, shall, 
first of all, seek a solution by negotiation, 
inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, 
Judicial settlement, resort to regional agen- 
cies or arrangements, or other peaceful 
means of their own choice.” This we have 
not done. Surely we cannot say that inter- 
national peace and security have not been 
endangered. Article 37, section 1 says that 
“Should the parties to a dispute of the nature 
referred to in article 33 fail to settle it by 
the means indicated in ;hat article, they 
shall refer it to the Security Council.” This, 
too, we have not done. There is no reason 
for this neglect. 

Once again, as with the test-ban treaty, we 
ha.ve the chance to take another step toward 
peace. Let us take It. ILet us bring the 
Vietnamese civil war before the United Na- 
tions, late as it is and she w the world that 
we do not believe that might makes right. 
Let us plead our case before the United Na- 
tions and not in the battlefield. Let us do 
this because it is the right thing to do. Let 
us put Russia on the spui; and force them 
toward peace not war. Let us force Russia 
to side against war and give them the chance 
to put their words of peace Into deeds. And 
If the United Nations proves incapable of 
taking command we will still have our troops 
In Vietnam ready to continue “forever” with, 
at least, the knowledge that we tried. But if 
the United Nations takes command as it did 
in the Congo, in the Middle East, and in 
Cyprus then we will have earned the grati- 
tude of the world and a world of law and of 
peace would be that much closer. This we 
owe ourselves and all of mankind. This we 
mu3t do. 


Sincerely, 


Ne:l M. Horwitz. 


you for your courage and integrity. 

Vietnam, South and North, as well as 
Laos and Cambodia, which or.ee W8i3 called 
French In< ochi ia, la not worth the life of 
one American soldier The only solution of 
that mess in South Vietnam (In which mess 
plunged us the insane foreign policy of the 
late John Foster Dulles) is to heed the ad- 
vice of the French President <le Gaulle and 
to declare South Vietnam, Laos, and Cam- 
bodia neutral after an International agree- 
ment, to s£ ve face arid to get out cf South 
Vietnam. 

I believe the majority of the American 
people are igainst that insane and hi famous 
v/ar in Sou ;h Vietnam and they do not want 
another Kcrea. 

This ins me policy of the Johnson ad- 
ministration to escalate the war to North 
Vietnam w.ll plunge us to the third world 
war and in this nuclear age, destroy all of 
us, probably the whole human race. 

In this terrible nuclear age, anyone who 
thinks about war is either ignorant or out 
of his mine . 

I hope sanity to prevail and to avoid an- 
other Korea, and you are tie mm who 
thinks right abcut this dirty war, and all of 
us who believe in peace, we are grateful 
to you, Senator . 

Hoping you success in your noble efforts 
for peace in southeast Asia, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

George T. Pappas. 
August 5, 1964. 

Senator Mcrse, 

U.S. Senate. 

Washingtor , D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Please permit me to 
congratulate you on your manly stand on 
our present crisis in Asia. Tilts affair looks 
very much like the Bay of Pigs in 1961. 
Please be assured that you are not alone in 
your demai d that we should get out of Asia 
at once. 

Very truly yours, 

William S. Mllson, 

San Bernardino, Calif. 

Sharon Center, Ohio, 

Auijust 7, 1964. 

Hon. Waynj; Morse, 

Washington , D.C. 

Senator Morse: We are with you all the 
way in youi opposition to the current policy 
in Vietnam. 


Sincerely, 


W. W. Johnson'. 
Miss Alice Johnson. 


Shreveport, La., 

August 7, 1964. 

Hem. Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I have read in the press 


P.3NNSAUKIN, N.J., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senvtor Morse: All accounts, of the 
trouble in ;he shooting affair in southeast 
indicates that cur ships were attacked by 
PT boats. You have publicly stated that 
“Our forces ar^ at fault.” We provoked the 
attacks. We have been provoking this at- 
tack for thu past 10,years. You are a U.S. 
Senator. I .'espeot all opinions of our states- 
men. You are In the United States. The 
shooting occurred in r, far away place. How 
did you know so quickly that we were at 
fault. What is the source of your informa- 
tion. Why is this information not available 
to me. Please five me some facts to sub- 
stantiate your claims. 

Respectfully, 

M. Glicbiman. 

Berkeley, Calif . 

Aug ust 7, 1964. 

The P reside j-rc 1 , 

The White h ouse, 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: We believe that our 
presence In Vietnam up to now has been 
both dangerous and Immoral: Dangerous be- 
cause, as graphically Illustrated by the cur- 


peace; immoral because! we have supported, 
using brutal and inhumane means, a gov- 
ernment which Is not representative of the 
people of Vietnam, and which has Invariably 
acted against their welfare. 

We therefore urge that all efforts be made 
to settle the crisis by negotiation, the only 
acceptable means of settling international 
disputes in this thermonuclear age; and that 
plans be made to hold a general election un- 
der the terms of the 1954 Geneva agreement. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Rein. 

Mary Rein. 

Frank Bancroft. 

Copies to W. Morse, T. Kuchel, E. Gruen- 
ing, P. SALING'SR. 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: What would we 
Americans do without an honest, courageous 
man like you that speaks the truth no mat- 
ter how unpopular it might be? 

Keep speaking up on the southeast Aslan 
situation. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Lloyd S. Wolf, 

Dear Senator: Bravo. Keep it up. Some- 
one must keep expressing reality in this 
country. 

Sincerely, 

Perry M, Sturges. 

Ashland, Mass., ' 
August 7, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White Hcrise, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: For days I have been 
deeply worried about your aggressive “self- 
defense” policy in the Gulf of Tonkin, but 
have only expressed my opinion once since 
that was the only time It was solicited. This 
morning, while I was shaving, I heard a West- 
inghouse Broadcasting network newscast 
quoting Bostonians Interviewed on the street, 
in their attitudes toward your policy. Unani- 
mously, the voices sounded Indignation over 
the North Viet nam PT boat actions, and com- 
plete support of your policy. The most 
negative comment, from among at least a 
dozen, was “What else can we do?” 

Though I was incredulous to find myself so 
alone In my own country, and in my own 
part of the country, I decided not to be cyni- 
cal and suspect the network of having chosen 
only comments supporting the defensive ac- 
tion. Instead I quietly accepted the fact that 
there must be something awfully wrong with 
my view of the world. I was momentarily 
jolted from tills notion on my subway ride 
to work by comments in the New York Times 
1:0 the effect that much world opinion — ad- 
mittedly neutralist or Communist— was op- 
posed to your action. But, on second thought 
I! could derive little consolation from this 
since all It lef me with were suspicions that 
I am a poor ^onerican, who could only find 
bedfellows in foreign and nonallied lands. 
My debate with myself was at an end. I 
thought. 

Then, when I stepped out for lunch, I came 
suddenly upon a completely silent, very im- 
pressive demonstration by about 10 persons, 
including clergymen, who stood stock still 
holding hand-lettered posters to the effect 
that our current policy in the Gulf of Tonkin 
is very dangerous, and urging any who agreed 
with this position to let you know. It sud- 
denly dawned on me that you would want to 
know of people like my wife and me who— 
though ardent supporters of your domestic 
policy— are frightened about the conse- 
quences of this aspect of your foreign policy; 
and that, if you read the New York Times, or 
listen to radio station WBZ In Boston, you 
wouldn’t have the faintest suspicion that our 
opinion, and those of the silent poster hold- 
ers, existed. Knowing that you would cer- 
tainly want to know that there is a minority 
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wlllcli dissents with you, I decided to write 
you this letter, and to send copies of It to 
several Senators whom I thought would he or 
ought to be Interested In my views. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard Steinman. 

.(Copies to Senators Bartlett, Aiken, 

Gruening, Kennedy, Morse, Pell, and 
Saltonstall.) 
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New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your criticism of the recent American mili- 
tary attack upon North Vietnam. At a time 
when there seems to be a “bipartisan” coali- 
tion for war and military exploits, you’vd 
shown great courage in opposing the danger- 
ous drift in American foreign policy toward 
settling disputes through the use or force. 

It appears obvious to us that the trifling 
adventures of a few North Vietnamese PT 
boats did not require massive American mili- 
tary retaliation and threat of full-scale war. 
The United Nations would seem to be the area 
to resort to when faced with such provoca- 
tions. Therefore, the uncalled for military 
response by the United States can only be 
Understood in terms of its growing despera- 
tion about the losing war In South Vietnam. 
The PT boat incidents were a good excuse to 
make a show of force in the Far East In an 
attempt to back up a deteriorating situation. 

Such saber rattling is not only dangerous, 
however, it is also futile, for it will not deal 
with the causes of revolution in southeast 
Asia. Until the United States replaces its 
war with negotiations, and its guns with 
support o'f the goals of the local social revolu- 
tions, it will be wasting its efforts while 
courting nuclear annihilation. It is indeed 
encouraging to hear you speak out against 
this policy of unilateral force. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Wittner. 

Seattle, Wash., 

•• August 8, 1964. • 
Senators Wayne Morse and Ernest ' 

Gruening, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: The members of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation generally, and I per- 
sonally, wish strongly to commend you for 
your splendid stand on our miserable in- 
volvement in South Vietnam. We particu- 
larly appreciate your vote yesterday in oppo- 
sition to the blanket endorsement given Pres- 
ident Johnson to continue any intervention 
in southeast Asia. 

We feel there are a growing number of 
Americans who are sick and tired of the whole 
business and want us to get out of it now 
and seek a negotiated settlement. 

We are sure that you will continue your 
opposition. You are assured of our whole- 
hearted support In doing so. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert B. Shaw, 

Chairman. 

August 7, 1964. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

White House, 

Washington, D.C.: 

The plan for us to go to war. If necessary, - 
against the north half of the smallest, 
weakest country in Asia to secure peace is 
altogether new and novel In world history; 
It Is also new as a necessary means for 
maintaining our national prestige. It would 
be like a St. Bernard dog attacking a mouse 
so as to avoid the appearance of cowardice. 

In every one of the liberated countries 
there will undoubtedly be revolutions for 
generations as in South America. For any- 
one to talk about establishing stable condi- 


tions in 'these countries Wire” Sx^Ibra' 
is still in progress and while the people are 
illiterate and without experience in self- 
government would appear to me to be chil- 
dish nonsense. 

I earnestly suggest that your administra- 
tion honestly support your solemn declara- 
tions for the promotion of world peace, that 
we stop bypassing the U.N., and that we 
allow the inherent weaknesses of commun- 
ism to continue without interference from 
war in order that communism may collapse 
in due time. To fear commutiism in peace- 
time shows a lack of confidence In free enter- 
prise— the best system ever developed — a sys- 
tem which has been weakened only by our 
stupid participation in two World Wars, both 
carried on by our side in the name of freedom. 

Thanks for your masterful work. 

Rex S. Rudebush, 

Tacoma, Wash. 

Parma, Ohio. 

Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Senator: I want to commend 
you for your courage and stand In the current 
southeast Asia crisis. 

I believe that nonviolent forms of peace- 
making are the only ways to solve interna- 
tional strife. 


Sincerely, 


John P. Marhevkee. 


Deming, N. Mex., 

August 6, 1964. 

Mr. Senator Morse: 

You are In the right about Vietnam, you 
and Charles de Gaulle. 

Mamie Sconce. 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C., July 9, 1964. 
Mrs. F. W. McConnell, 

San Diego, Calif. 

Dear Mrs. McConnell: The people, and 
the Government, of the United States oppose 
communism. We earnestly support the as- 
pirations of people, in Asia and around the 
globe, for independence and a Just peace. 

Vietnam is divided In two parts, like Korea 
and Germany. South Vietnam desires to be 
free. The Communist conspiracy desires to 
engulf and destroy her. If communism 
were successful in that area, 12 million peo- 
ple would immediately lose their freedom; 
and 150 million people, in adjacent free 
countries, would face far greater dangers of 
being mercilessly swept into the Red orbit. 

President Eisenhower, responding to the 
urgent request of Vietnam, agreed to give 
that country assistance by which she might 
defend herself against Red subversion and 
attack. That has been the continuing policy 
of our Government. 

Should we now abandon the cause of free- 
dom In Vietnam? I do not believe so. If 
we l5roke our word in this situation, how 
could our free friends — and our potential 
enemies — expect us to honor our word next 
time? There is a simple way to achieve peace 
In southeast Asia— let the Communist leave 
their neighbors alone. 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS H. KUCHEL, 

U.S. Senator. 

Pasadena, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I applaud your stand 
expressed r BS at 0:15 P.s.t. 

If what you indicate about the U.S. 
destroyers most probably guarding South 
Vietnam ships while the latter were In the 
process of shelling North Vietnam shores is 
true, then I agree With your conclusion, and 


- eeT that the United States should have 
limited Its action to direct defense while 
under attack. If the case was otherwise, I 
would tend to agree with President Johnson’s 
decision. 

I felt that Senator Fulbright’s refutation 
of your view was valid only up to a point. 
His simile was poorly chosen, and although 
logical to most Americans Is not reasonable 
for civilized nations since In essence the 
United States is chasing the burglar out of 
the house before clubbing him. Senator 
Saltonstall’s view is in my opinion an 
anachronism of the 19th century and is not 
worth the time to debate. 

Again, thank you for expressing your per- 
sonal views publicly, even though they will 
be Immensely unpopular in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

Richard P. Pharis. 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: I Wish to commend you on 
your position In the Vietnam crisis. 

As you have pointed out, our presence in 
that troubled country can only lead either to 
a debacle such as France suffered, or worse 
yet, trigger a nuclear war. 

Submission of the question to the United 
Nations is a reasonable and sensible pro- 
posal which I hope will be followed by our 
Government. 

It certainly takes courage to stick to your 
stand on this critical issue. 

Would there were more legislators with 
your principles. We certainly could use them 
in this period. 

I have also written to Senator Kuchel. 

Respectfully yours, 

Fred Friedman. 


Montebello, Calif. 


Los Angeles, 
August 7, 1964. 


Hon. Senator Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: It is with deep In- 
terest, appreciation and admiration that I 
listened to your statement on the present 
Vietnam crisis. As one of many peace-loving 
Americans, I give you my wholehearted sup- 
port. All our efforts must be directed toward 
peace. You have stated so correctly what our 
position should be, that there Is no need to 
reiterate it. Military intervention cannot 
and must not take the place of negotiation. 
It is the United Natiohs that has to solve 
these world problems as they arise. No coun- 
try, including ours, has the right to resort to 
unilateral action that will drag us Into an- 
other war. 

Please stand fast, Senator. Yours Is one 
of the few voices raised for the just course 
to follow. Your insight and foresight, your 
challenging courage will be remembered by 
posterity. I am sure that I express the senti- 
ment of many mothers and wives, as well as 
of many clear-thinking people who have no 
vested interests in war. 

With my deep respect. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Liph. 

Seattle, Wash., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing this let- 
ter to express my support for the courageous 
stand you have taken in this Vietnam situa- 
tion. It is indeed encouraging to know that 
someone is standing up in opposition to the 
dangerous foreign policies which both Demo- 
crats and Republicans are endorsing. 

It makes one shudder to contemplate the 
dangers inherent in policies practiced by our 
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lLuders in the foreign field. The “shooting Sena tor Wayne Morse, 
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from the hip" philosophy is not Goldwater’s 
monopoly. 

I am doing what I can to talk to my neigh- 
bors and other voters about the situation 
In southeast Asia. We are fortunate to 
have a candidate for the US. Senate who 
supports your position in southeast Asia, 
and it is Indeed heartening to talk to peo- 
ple, as they are openminded and looking 
for answers. I find that most, of them are 
very concerned about the war situation. 

If possible, I would like to receive a copy 
of your speech in Congress regarding the 
resolution on the southeast Asia situation. 
The Seattle papers print very little of your 
position. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. Ann Carlson. 

Oakland, Calif., 

July 6, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: You possess that ap- 
parently rare combination of intelligence and 
courage. My wife and I commend you. 
Sound fast; your “liberal'' brethren have not 
tlm visceral qualities to challenge or perhaps 
even to see the hypocrisy of those massmen — 
LI5.J. and Senator Goldwater. 

If you can reply • * * will Humphrey do 
anything about the U.S “bipartisan" (a 
euphemism for “unquestioned”) policy re 
Vietnam t 

Sincerly yours, 

Joe W. Webb. 

Note.— T his is my first li tter to the Hill. 

Do You Want Another Korea? Act Today, 
Tomorrow May Be Too Late 
THIS IS THE ROAD TO WAR 

Expansion of the war has already begun. 

It means sending more American soldiers 
and money to Vietnam, where we already 
have 16,000 military “advisers," 5,000 civil- 
ians, and where we have increased our ex- 
penditures of $1,500,000 p ;r day during the 
pas t 2 years. 

U.S. killed, wounded, or missing: January 
1, 1961-May 15, 1964: 1,101? according to the 
Pentagon. How many more lives will be sac- 
rificed? 

U.S. WARN!!- GS 

An aircraft carrier task force with recon- 
naissance jets has been moved into the South 
China Sea. The United States has given the 
Vietnamese Air Force an additional 100 air- 
craft. Secretary of State Dea,n Rusk said 
May 22 the war could be expanded “if the 
Communists persist in the!'' course of aggres- 
sion," General Harkness said, June 22: “The 
danger of communism in Vietnam Is so great 
it j ratifies an all-out war wi th China.” 

To carry the war into North Vietnam and 
risk another Korea “would surely lead to Chi- 
nese intervention and could precipitate a 
nuclear war between the United States and 
the Soviet. Union.” 

John S. Knight, 

Chicago News. 

There is an alternative: Do you want an- 
other, and. worse, Korea? 

This is the road to Peace an immediate 
conference should be called for the purpose 
of achieving a settlement of ala the nations 
Involved in the dispute. ‘The problem in 
southeast Asia — Is essentially a political 
problem, and only political and diplomatic 
means **• can solve it. 

U Thant, 

Secretary General, U.N. 

“There ;ire no Chlnsese soldiers fighting in 
Vietnam; there are no Musslan soldiers. 
The only foreign troops are American * • * 
the unilateral war being conducted by the 
United States in Vietnam must be stopped; 
and the only force that can stop it is Ameri- 
can public opinion.” 


Democrat of Oregon. 

“Why h is not this threat been brought 
before the U.N.?" 

Gen. Hugh Hester, 

U.S. Army ( Retired ) . 

“The time has come to reverse our policy 
of undert iking to defend areas such as 
South Vietnam * * *. A return of troops 
to our own shores should begin * * 

Senator ICrnest Gsuening, 

Democrat of Alaska. 

The Unied States must work for a peace- 
ful solution in South Vietnam, as opposed 
to a militai y sol ution. 

The people of South Vietnam have the 
right to choose the kind of government they 
want. 

Your voce is Important: act today, to- 
morrow ma y be :oo late. 

Speak out on Vietnam now I Write, phone, 
telegraph, ind visit your Senators and Con- 
gressman. Ask them to urge Presiden t John- 
son to stop the fighting and start negotiating 
for peace ir. Vietnam. 

Senator W/p.ren G. Magnuson, 

Senator Henry M. Jackson, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Congressman Tom Felly, 

House Office Building, 

Washington. D C. 

Write or wire President Lyndon B. John- 
son. White House, Washington, D.C. 

Seattle Women Act for Peace, 5111 Ra- 
venna Avenue NE„ Seattle, Wash. Write or 
wire now. 

HISTORIC/ L BACKGROUND OF THE VIETNAM 
CRISIS 

Vietnam * * * populated centuries ago 
by migrants from .southern China * * * 
won independence from China in the 10th 
century * " * fought Chinese domination 
for 1,000 yens. 


Detroit, Mich., 

August 8, 1964. 

The Hon. Wayne L. Morse, 

U.S. Senate 
Washington. D.C. 

Sir: Your opposition to yesterday's con- 
gressional resolution on Vietnam was the 
last ray of light before a long age of dark- 
ness. 

Yours very truly, 

Richard Schick, M.A., 

School of Advanced International Studies 
of The Johns Hopkins University. 

Madison, Wis., 
August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I want to express my deep admira- 
tion for your refusal to support the con- 
gressional resolution backing President 
Johnson in the Far East 

In addition, I want you to know about my 
continuing agreement with you in your 
criticism of our Vietnam policies. The cour- 
age you have displayed in exposing the dis- 
tortions, suppressions, exaggerations, and 
outright lies of the Kennedy-Johnson ad- 
ministration about this critical problem is 
not common. 

Nothing is more fundamentally irrespon- 
sible in a democratic society than an at- 
tempt to restrict open debate and to move 
alternatives to accepted policies to the side- 
lines. The man who values our republican 
form of government must oppose any at- 
tempt to hand over crucial policymaking 
powers to a small body of men (or even to 
one man) under the pressure of military 
events. Whatever the advocates of execu- 
tive efficiency and national unity may ar- 
gue, we cannct. afford to give up the effective 
right of meaningful discussion, debate, and 


In 1885 France colonized the territory now democratic decision in this crisis involving 


known as North and- South Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia * * ♦ called Indochina. After 
85 years of exploitation, France gave Indo- 
china to Japan without a shot being fired. 

During World War II Vietnamese formed 
National Liberation Movement called Viet- 
minh. now called Vietcong. Vietnamese 
freed themselves from foreign domination 
briefly in 1 )45. France attempted to regain 
their colon;/ * * * bloody war ensued until 
1954 * * * France defeated * * * Geneva 
Conference convened. 

Geneva Conference decisions: 1. Recog- 
nized independence of all Vietnam. Signa- 
tory power? were France, Britain, China, 
Canada, India, Russia, et al. 

2. Vietnam divided at 17th parallel with 
free electio.is to lie held by 1956 to reunify 
country. France was to turn over power to - 
Vletminh in north and to Emperor Bao Dai 
in south. 

3. All foreign troops to be withdrawn by 
1956. Uni;ed States verbally agreed to 
Geneva agreement * * * but intervened in 
South Vietnam to help Ngo Dich Diem form 
a pro-Western. dictatorship + * • over 
thrown in November 1963. 

Terror and suffering still stalk this war- 
ravaged land. We are now faced with ex- 
panding wa. ‘ in Vietnam, or finding peaceful 
solutions. 

Los Angeles, Calif.. 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Senate : Morse. 

1 heartily endorse ycur stand on Cuba and 
Vietnam. ” believe that tough peaceful 
negotiation we will save the world from 
destruction. I wish you good health so that 
you can cany on your good work. Gcd bless 
you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Loins Meisner. 


war and peace. The stakes are too high, not 
only for our selves, but for the world. 

John Wiley. 

Telemly, Algeria, 

August 3, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I thought you might 
be interested in the enclosed clipping from 
the Algerian paper Le Peuple, 

I am a student of economics at Columbia 
University ancl am passing the summer here. 

Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Peter S. Franklin. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. ' 

Dear Senator: I have just written to Presi- 
dent Johnson, I fully agree with you and the 
many other thoughtful Congressmen who are 
for negotiations to end and thereby prevent 
an escalation of the war in Vietnam. 

This would avoid the needless loss of men, 
many of them Americans. The million and a 
half, the daily cost of the war, could be spent 
for food and medicine for the South Viet- 
namese people. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Rae Friednam. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building. 

Dear Mr. Senator: I congratulate you on 
your courage and humanity in standing 
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istration’s bellieerencv in Vietnam sions, we have had only one other Senator I’d States should not continue the war in Asia. 

A fh ,« care to name in the same breath with Wayne To go into these foreign countries where the 


istration’s belligerency in Vietnam, 

An accident of the calendar places this 
week’s crisis close to the anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima, a fact that gives us 
all pause and for me lends added weight to 
your position. 

Sincerely yours, 

- Jules Babin, 

North Merrick, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 


Morse. That was George W. Norris. 

It was seldom possible to disagree with Mr. 
Norris. And is equally difficult to disagree 
with your conclusions about our proper 
course as a nation. 

This requires no reply. I wanted you to 
know that most of the people I know think 
that you make sense when you talk. 

Very truly yours, 

John M. Fishell. 


To go into these foreign countries where the 
rulers so often do not represent the welfare 
of the average person and begin a shooting 
war, seems very wrong to me and to millions 
of other American citizens. 

I am grateful for your position and hope 
other Senators will Join you in protesting 
our continued war in Vietnam. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ethel Cohen. 


Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.G. 

Dear Senator Morse: The New York Times 
of today reports your dissent from the reso- 
lution with the rest of Congress. I agree 
wholeheartedly with you and your comment 
and compliment you on your courage to 
speak up — alone. 

We made Prance give up the colonial war 
it fought against Indochina— and now we 
help another “stinker" to keep the people of 
Vietnam under his thumb. I agree' with you 
that the incident which inspired the resolu- 
tion is as much the doings of the United 
States as it is the doing of the North Viet- 
nam and that our role has been that of a 
provocateur, every bit as much as North 
Vietnam has been a provocateur. Do we 
want another Guatemala? Is South Viet- 
nam territory of the United States? Whose 
interest are we protecting in keeping the in- 
habitants of South Vietnam in barbed-wire 
enclosures? Do we have no brains and guts 
In Congress, the State Department, the Pen- 
tagon and the White House which can find 
the direction to a real peace— all nations in- 
cluded, Pacem in Terris as John the XXIII 
spoke of? 

Most sincerely yours, 

Elizabeth Godefroy. 

Montpelier, Vt., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
vote — and your courage — in opposing the 
Vietnam resolution. 

C. V. Parkinson, 
August 6, 1964. 

Re Vietnam. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Again I am writing to thank 
you for raising your voice in protest against 
recent American action in Vietnam. 

What happened to Senator Ernest Gruen- 
ing on this issue? And the other very few 
supporters of your stand? 

Thank you again. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. G. Wright. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Chicago, III., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator : I want to congratulate you 
on your stand taken in regards to our dirty 
war in southeast Asia. 

The slaughter of human beings there 
should be stopped before we will all be blown 
to bits. 

Sincerely, 

Frank A. Pellegrino. 

P.S. — Also I congratulate ‘Senator Gruen- 
ing, of Alaska. 

St. Louis, Mo., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon.' Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: Your blunt language con- 
cerning the U.S. actions in Vietnam makes 
me feel very good. 


Aurora, III., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have just read your 
article “Humpty Dumpty in Vietnam” in the 
Progressive magazine, and I found it very 
disturbing — so much so that I immediately 
wrote letters to my Senators and Congress- 
woman. What else can I do? What is being 
done now about this terrible situation? 
Thank you. 

Mrs, Walter E. Weiss. 

El Cerrito, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: We admire, and 
would like to commend your courage, in 
voting agalnfet the resolution condemning 
North Vietnam and giving the President a 
mandate for bellicose behavior In southeast 
Asia. 

In this bluster of wounded ego, and con- 
trived incident, we as Americans are silent 
partners in the butchery of Innocent people. 
We don't know what the precise facts are 
in this most recent episode in the Tonkin 
Gulf, but we do know that the American 
people are not being truthfully informed. 
We don't know anyone here, who fully ac- 
cepts the official account of recent events. 
The past 10 years has revealed too many 
willful manipulations of information at the 
highest level. A dozen torpedo boats do not 
take on the whole U.S. Navy without extreme 
^provocation. 

Again thank you for your courage to stand 
up against the immense pressure to con- 
form whenever the flag is run up on the 
Senate floor. , We wish you were the Senator 
from California. 

Yours respectfully, 

Joseph and Rosemary Toby. 

Cedar Palls, Iowa, 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse; I want to encourage 
you in your outspoken opposition to the 
nearly unanimous belief of official Washing- 
ton that unilateral foreign policy is only 
wrong when practiced by other nations, and 
I sympathize with your Inevitable loneliness 
in a crowd of men who do not even pay you 
the courtesy of listening, as if abstaining, 
pairing, and being “present” were responsible 
legislative behavior. 

Sincerely, 

John Lindberg. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
Dear Senator: Yours is one of the few 
sane voices in our mad, mad Capital. I ad- 
mire your courage and integrity in the face 
of such odds and offer my help, If I can 
be of assistance. 

M. Robinson. 

Oakland, Calif., 

August 6 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.G. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to express my 
appreciation of your statement on the radio. 


North Carver, Mass., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : It seems to me that there should 
be a truce called in the North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam fighting area. During this 
period interested people the world over 
should examine the situation. 

It Is possible that this method would lead 
to a peaceful world which we all would en- 
joy. 

Yours truly, 

Prank H. Cole. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

The Honorable Wayne Morse, 

The Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I am writing to con- 
gratulate you on your courageous opposition 
to the resolution passed by Congress, giving 
President Johnson a blank check to extend 
military action in southeast Asia, and so to 
imperil the peace of the world. 

I have followed your position on the Viet- 
namese war as covered in the I. F. Stone 
Weekly, and I applaud your repeated recog- 
nition of our unjustifiable presence in Viet- 
nam, and of the provocatory role U.S. forces 
have played there, as in the stationing of 
destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

My family joins me In this letter of con- 
gratulation on your position. We are grate- 
ful for your unceasing efforts to bring the 
truth on the Issue of Vietnam to the at- 
tention of the American people. We know 
how unpopular your position is and we re- 
spect you for not having compromised on 
this critical resolution. It is encouraging 
to know that our Congress includes so dedi- 
cated and clearheaded a Member. 

Very truly yours, 

Miss Judith Goodman. 

August 7, 1924. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: I support you on your stand 
against U.S. participation In the Vietnam 
war. If only we had more like you in the 
Senate. 

Celia Tierman. 

Los Angeles. Calif. 

August 7. 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: As one appreciative 
American mother, I am writing to express to 
you my thanks for your courage and honesty 
In speaking the truth about the Vietnam 
situation. This is not a new rol$ for you 
since your entire service in the Senate has 
been devoted to the best interests of the 
American people. Your voice has been the 
only one of sanity and reality in a situation 
which seems to be frighteningly designed to 
plunge us into world war III. 

Why must history repeat itself with alarm- 
ing regularity, and why must the “ordinary 
American citizen” be relegated to the role of 
bystander while their leaders commit such 
outrageous actions? How can the United 
States justify its “support" of the United 
Nations while at the same time undertaking 
unilateral action in Vietnam? Am I to be 
pleased because President Johnson conferred 
with Senator Goldwater before he made his 
statement to the American people regarding 
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Rather, I am appalled by what seems to be 
one bipartisan course, leading in one direc- 
tion— war. 

At this moment, I am In despair over what 
I could possibly do to restore some hope In 
my thinking, and which will restore my con- 
fidence in this kind oi! action on the part 
of my Government. 

. My father went to serve In the TT.S. Army 
in World War I, my brother In World War n, 
and now I have a 16-yoar-old son — must he 
soon be sacrificed to the horrible night- 
mare of a possible word war III? With all 
my heart, I cry out— no 

Although I ;un not a resident of your 
State, we are neighbors, and I felt you 
should know how graceful I am for your 
presence in the Senate, for you are Its 
conalc'ence. 

Best wishes to you for continued good 
health and strength o wage the battles 
which surely still lie ahead. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. Sol Kipnis. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Long Beach, Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Wayne Mcrse, 

Congress of United Stat e s, 

Washington, D.C. 

Deaf Senator Morse: It was Indeed with 
gratification I read your statements printed 
In Los Angeles Times l a regard to our part 
In the war going on in Vietnam, and this 
cltlzeD fully concurs with your views that 
we have no business tc meddle in Vietnam 
or anywhere else for that matter. It seems 
as If Uncle Sam has giown a long nose he 
sticks Into everybody’s business around the 
world, which is costing the American tax- 
payers billions. I, for one, am afraid If he 
does not stay at home a id attend to his own 
knitting (there are many holes In hls socks) 
he may some day find Ids nose cut off. 

With-, much admiration, and with very best 
regard:!, 

Most sincerely, 

John A. Gilmont, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Hon. Kenneth B. Keatti- g, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator Keating: I strongly op- 
pose our present Vietm m policy and I am 
shocked at the recent actions taken by Pres- 
ident Johnson. I strongly condemn these 
needless, reckless, wanton attacks on North 
Vietnam. President Johnson said that acts 
of aggression must be mot with positive force 
and they were — our indiscriminate bombings 
of North and South Vietnamese and Can^ 
bodlan hamlets were met by positive action. 

President Johnson said that violations of 
the Geneva agreements nusi; be ended— and 
I agree — North Vietnam, Red China, and 
South Vietnam and the United States must 
stop these violations. While we did not sign 
these agreements we did recognize them as 
law. And we are definitely in violation of 
them. Article 16 of the agreement reads 
ea follows: 

"With effect from the date of entry into 
force of the present agreements, the intro- 
duction into Vietnam of any troop rein- 
forcements and additional • military per- 
sonnel is prohibited." 

We have, at this mon ent, a minimum of 
16,000 trops In Vietnam In clear violation of 
article 16. Article 17 real as follows: 

"With effect from the date of entry Into 
force of the present agreement, the Intro- 
duction. into Vietnam of any reinforcements 
In the form of all types of arms, munitions, 
and other war material, 3uch. as combat air- 
craft, naval aircraft, pieces of ordnance, Jet 
engines, and Jet weapons and armored ve- 
hicles, Is prohibited.” 


years aird our present military buildup are 
in violation of article 17. Just because we 
were not the first violators Is no reason for 
us to follow suit. 

President Johns pn said that wo will con- 
tinue tc defend the freedom of South Viet- 
nam. But what freedom? filoutli Vietnamese 
newspapers critical of their government are 
soon closed. U.S. Senators who clitlcize our 
actions ire branded as traitors by the Viet- 
namese dictator. And since the Geneva 
agreements South Vietnam, has had but one 
election and that one was a Russian-type; 
of elect on with only one slate of candi- 
dates — to either tike or leave. 

We hsve been fighting unilaterally for no 
one else has been as foolish as we. Ameri- 
cans ha’-e been murdered and for no reason, 
for no purpose. 

It Is .’or these and other reasons that I 
must rejuest you, Senator Keating, to an- 
nounce :ny position for the Record — It must, 
be shows, that at this time In history there 
is at leist a small minority that believes 
that might its no necessity for right. That, 
believes that the big nations cannot brand 
their aggressions as retaliations. That be- 
lieves in a world cf law not military might. 

At this time the United States is the 
greatest threat to world peace and we are 
the aggiessor whether or not one likes to 
hear it. Unfortunately It in true. We have 
violated the Geneva agreements. We have 
been supporting a military dictator. We 
have not used the machinery of the United 
Nations. We have sent .260 Americans to 
their deaths and have 10 times that waiting 
in the wings and all without a declaration 
of war. Congress has abdicated their re- 
sponsibilities and has granted a blank check 
to a continuation of these Illegal acts— for 
forever. 

IE, as seems too possible, the war is ex- 
panded End we face; Communist 'China, there 
are two ways we may fight them: 

We could fight as in Korea using conven- 
tional laud, naval, and air forces. But even 
with our improved weapons and know-how 
we could never win. France fought In Indo- 
china with 2E-0.000 men, U.S. arms and U.S. 
money snd against far lew than the full 
might of China. Yet they were crushed. We 
have moi’e money, more and better weapons, 
and more soldiers to waste in such a war 
but we lack the experience of fighting such 
a war. Neither the French then nor we now 
have the public support for such wars. 
Though we would do better than they, such 
tactics could never stop the waves and waves 
of humans who neither care for their meager 
existence nor for our “high" purpose. This 
human food would destroy the heart of our 
youth ard net only we today but succeed- 
ing generations would feel this loss. It' Is 
a sad fact that we are taking Americans 
away frem their families and friends and 
sending ;hem far away to die but to do so 
without good reasons is a disgrace and a sin. 

"Blessed are the peacemakers' 1 ' not the 
warmake-s. Peace through mediation or 
pee.ee thiough. conciliation or peace through 
comprom Ise never through war. 

The otaer way to fight China would be to 
destroy taem by using our already too large 
nuclear arsenal. We could destroy 400 mil- 
lion Chirese thousands of miles away more 
efficiently then a Hitler could ever have 
dreamed possible. And if could be done 
in a matter of hours. But such warfare 
would not have Its dangers. For cun we ex- 
pect the Russians to do nothing while we 
obllteratt their former friend and foul up 
the air they breathe? Can we expect our 
enemies, neutral nations, and even our allies 
to allow os to destroy a country even If we 
do not resognJze that country? Can we ex- 
pect not to harm ourselves and future gen- 
erations :rom the fallout from such an at- 
tack? 


Senator Keating it is about time that we 
peal away the old myths and finally consider 
the new realities In Vietnam. It Is about 
time that we not talk of "saving face” but of 
saving mankind. 

Harry Truman once said that the “respon- 
sibility of the great states Is to serve and not 
to dominate the world.” After such actions 
ordered by President Johnson who can be- 
lieve that we are serving and not dominating 
the world? 

United Nations control of this area would 
not be an easy solution. There would still 
be many problems to face. But it would 
be a step in the right direction. It would be 
one of the thousand miles toward peace. 

For th&e reasons I cannot and will not 
accept the needless and senseless position 
we have taken toward Vietnam and must re- 
quest that this position be stated. 

Senator Keating, I urge you to reconsider 
your views. 

Without a declaration of war I cannot see 
how Congress can "approve and support” all 
action taken by the President. Such a dec- 
laration ir.ay be constitutional but It can 
never be moral. I urge a complete reexam- 
ination and reconsideration of our Asian 
policies from all branches of the Federal 
Government. 

We have the choice to either continue an 
unsuccessful and dangerous policy which has 
no possible chance of success but which may 
well lead to the final conflagration or we can 
return to a world of law. A world where the 
mighty are strong in the pursuit of Justice 
and weak in the quest of expediency. 

The choice Is ours. 

Neil M. Horwitz. 

The U.N. and Vietnam 
We do not share Senator Morse's view that 
the air strike ordered by President Johnson 
against North Vietnam was an outcome of a 
State Department-Pentagon plan to escalate 
the war. 

The world has had too much experience 
with Communist expansionism masquerading 
as Just wars of liberation to shrug off as 
Inconsequential PT boat attacks against U.S. 
naval vessels on the high seas. Even non- 
belligerent countries like India no longer dis- 
pute the larger Chinese design to subjugate 
southeast itsia, of which the attacks were a 
part. 

President. Johnson’s reply to those provoca- 
tions, while emphatic, has been restrained. 
As Ambasaior Stevenson said In the Secu- 
rity Council: 

"I want to emphasize that the action we 
have taken is a limited and measured re- 
sponse fitted precisely to the attack that 
produced It and that the deployment of addi- 
tional U.S. forces to southeast Asia is de- 
signed solely to deter further aggression.” 

There is, moreover, another point which 
advocates (like Senator Morse) of a negoti- 
ated, U.N. solution must bear In mind. The 
Communists respect power alone. If that 
point needed further proof In the postwar 
period, the Cuban missile crisis provided it. 

That showdown marked the turning point 
In our relations with. Premier Khrushchev. 
Unfortunately Peiping did not get the mes- 
sage. It taunted Khrushchev for backing 
down before; a "paper tiger.” 

A negotiated solution in Indochina, as dis- 
tinct from a negotiated surrender, may 
only become possible when the Chinese are 
persuaded the United States will not permit 
them to take ‘over southeast Asia. 

Yet Senator Morse has a point when he 
insists the rights and wrongs in Indochina 
are not all black and white. 

If we consider a Chinese takeover in South 
Vietnam, which is 8,000 miles away from our 
shores, as a. threat to our security and In- 
terests, It should be possible for ua to ap- 
preciate that the Chinese would consider a 
U.S. military presence next door in Indo- 
china as a tlireat to them. 
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which 5s sucking In both side P s partly out of tacked. *n retaliation, we flew 64 air attack games or for ■*»£%&** a chleI execUtlve 

fear and partly ^out of ambition. The pat- missions off ^ alrcraft carriers de^oye^ with doctored incidents, 

tern Is not novel. Other power vacuums— or damaged about 26 North Vietnam PT 

in the Midlde East and Africa— have produced boats, blew up an oil depot and wrecked 

dangerous confrontations between the great other facilities at 4 different bases, alo g 

powers. 

In the end the solution in those areas that 
proved to be most compatible with the dis- 
tribution of power and the safety of the 
world was for East and West to move out 
militarily and the U.N. to move in. 

Ambassador Stevenson’s speech to the Se- 
curity Council reaffirmed this to be the ob- coming. . . , . 

leetlve of US. policy in Indochina. President Johnson, having himself ordered 

The people of Indochina want to be "left the retaliation, didn’t have any choice but to 

v * -■ - -* — • ” r ’ — tell the country it was thoroughly justified. 


the coast. We lost at least two aircraft, In- 
cluding the pilots. 

This ratio of retaliation to provocation is 
weighted in our favor considerably more 
than the old Moslem formula of an eye for 
an eye provides. The initial public reaction, 
however, seems to be that somebody had it 


He assured his countrymen "the attacks were 
unprovoked” and invited “the scrutiny of all 
men who seek peace, for peace is the only 
purpose of the course we pursue.” 

In the United Nations, U.S. Ambassador 
Adlai Stevenson branded the PT boat at- 
tacks as “deliberate military aggression 
against vessels lawfully present in interna- 
tional waters.” 

These artf comforting words from men In 
whom the Nation has every right to Impose 


But life is not as simple these days as In 
the days when buffalo roamed the plains and 
ships were moved by sail. In those happy 
bygone days we did not have "Invisible 
governments” like the. CIA— and who knows 
what other "Work within 


Until the facts have Btood the test of 
time, a disturbing mist of doubt will hang 
over this Gulf of Tonkin affair. It sounds 
almost too dramatic, as If It were staged. 
And our retaliation was a little too quick, as 
if someone were afraid the whole show 
might be called off unless It were put on the 
road at once. 

What was our hurry, anyhow? Neither 
of those PT "attacks” did any damage or 
caused any casualties on our destroyers. 
And that oil depot or those PT boats weren’t 
going anywhere. We could have clobbered 
them just as successfully any day next week, 
after making sure we really were being 
pushed around. 

But -we had to shoot first. Okay, now let’s 
ask questions. And let’s have some straight 
answers from eyewitnesses protected against 
intimidation. 


alone,” Mr. Stevenson emphasized. When 
their Communist neighbors “decide to leave 
them alone,” he added, and that decision 
"can be put in enforcement terms.” the 
United States will be prepared to withdraw 
its military power. 

Ambassador Stevensoh made this offer once 
-before, during the Cambodian debate last 
spring In the Security Council. At that time 
Hanoi and Peiping, tempted by hopes of a 
military victory, ignored the proposal. 

Now that the United States is demonstrat- 
ing that it will not be driven fron^ southeast confidence. 

Asia, the Communists may be more inclined T, ” f 
to discuss a U.N. -guaranteed military neu- 
tralization formula. 

The congressional resolution backing up 
the President manifests the united determi- 
nation of this country to stand firm in 

southeast Asia. It also envisages a live- our own or other nations. 

of the area is reasonably assured by interna- the whole truth themselves? 

v ---••••• **■*-- some can remember when President Elsen- 

hower was embarrassed by having to deny 
that he knew about the U-2 flights over Rus- 
sia in 1960. More can remember when 
Ambassador Stevenson was embarrassed by 
having to deny in the U.N. that we had any 
part in the Bay of Pigs fiasco. 

And only in the last few months has it 
come to light that the CIA had given secret 
instructions to raiders about how to go 
sincere gratitude for being the only states- ahead with the Cuban invasion even If Pres- 
man (except for Senator Grttening) in the ident Kennedy tried to call them back, 
whole country. Bless you for your moderate. Such evidence of skullduggery In high 
w 3 places proves nothing, of course, about the 


tional conditions created by action of the 
U.N. or otherwise * * *.” 

The choice is up to Peiping and Hanoi. 

Brooklyn, NT. . 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: To you goes the 


Stanford, Calif., 

August 6,1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I have just finished 
reading your article in the August issue of 
the Progressive magazine. I can’t impress 
upon you the relief I feel in knowing that 
someone in our Government knows that 
what we are doing in Vietnam is wrong. I 
should have written before to tell you of my 
and others support, but I lacked initiative. 


Please accept my support and the support 
of the whole CNVA-West. (Committee for 
Non-Violent Action.) 

Katy Festinger. 


sane approach to the war we are conducting 
in South Vietnam and now the push toward 
the north. Your name will go down in 
history as the "savior of our country.” 
'sinecerely yours, 

Mildred C, Corben. 

Los Angeles, Calif, 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: We bless you for your cou- 
rageous stand on Vietnam. We are 100 per- 
cent In accord with you and will do our 
utmost to help. More power to you. May 
your efforts bear fruit for peace and human- 
ity. 

Yours very truly, 

Mrs. Anna L, Halprin. 

[From the El Cajon, (Calif.) Valley News, 
Aug. 6, 1964] 

No One Was Dying — Why the Haste? 

The whole world is chewing its fingernails 


Gulf of Tonkin episode. But such evidence 
does serve to remind that these are times 
when the facts are not always easy to obtain, 
particularly while the smell of gunpowder is 
still In the air. 

Not even a President can be sure. After 
all, the reports he sees travel through many 
hands. And they all started In a little 
known body of water half way around the 
world, with no newspaper correspondents, 
TV cameras, or other disinterested observers 
on hand to watch. 

A feeling of vague uneasiness about this 
Gulf 6f Tonkin incident already has t?een 
expressed In some significant places. Senator 
Richard Russell, chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, pointed out to 
reporters that “there have been naval opera- 
tions in the Gulf of Tonkin by South Viet- 
namese, and this could have confused the 
North Vietnamese.” 

In Saigon, some South Vietnamese officials 
privately have voiced skepticism about the 
U.S. version of the incident. News dis- 


Oxford, England, 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
sane words on Vietnam. It la men like you 
who prevent us in Europe from despairing 
completely of the United States. I’m afraid 
you are not getting much help from the 
British Government, but it is some years 
since that was representative of the British 
people, v 

Yours sincerely, 

Philip Stewart. 


and passing judgment on what has been hap- patches quote one official as saying with a 
pening during the last 48 hours in the Gulf of laugh : 


Tonkin. 

The facts seem to be plain enough. A 
lone U.S. destroyer was cruising in the Gulf 
or Tonkin, last Sunday, about 30 miles off 
the coast of North Vietnam. Three PT boats 
approached at high speed and two were seen 
to fire tqrpedocs. 

Our destroyer dodged the torpedoes, fired 
upon the PT boats, and apparently sank one. 

Next day, two of our destroyers were cruis- 
ing in the same area, but about 65 miles 


That is a very unusual guerrilla action 
for three small ships to attack an American 
destroyer in broad daylight, isn’t it?” 

. These same officials questioned why PT- 
type boats would make such a suicidal attack 
without provocation. What motivation 
could the Communists have had in ordering 
so Isolated an incident? 

Time will bring out the whole story. 
President Johnson must make sure that it 
does. And he should use “all deliberate 


WOODMERE, NT., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I congratulate you on the 
political courage you have shown In regard 
to Vietnam, and thank you for your efforts 
to stem the hysterical reaction to the re- 
ported attack on the Maddox. Such an at- 
tack would be so stupid and so out of line 
with the apparent policies of North Vietnam 
and China that it seems to me incredible 
that It happened as reported without some 
overt aggressive action on the part of the 
Bhip. In any case, such matters should be 
laid before the United Nations rather than 
settled by military response. If you have 
any information on what really did happen, 
I hope you will spread it abroad in the inter- 
est of peace in the world. 

I believe our military, and particularly our 
CIA, should not be in Vietnam, and that 
their presence there will sooner or later bring 
on such incidents that may lead to expand- 
ing war. 

As to the “blank check” for the President, 
however, I am not sure that I would agree 
with what I understand to have been your 
stand on the matter. I remember that Con- 
gress took some such action with Mr. Eisen- 
hower during a crisis in the Middle East, and 
again in the Formosan Straits and in each 
case, armed with this power, he was able to 
ease tensions and avoid military action. I 
suspect that Mr. Johnson is especially eager 
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nam but feels politically pressured to avoid, 
anything which could be called appease- 
ment. It might well be, although I have 
little political savolr falre, that a resolution 
such as proposed woud give him greater room 
for maneuvering around war than for the 
present, rather belligerently minded Con- 
gress to refuse him this pcwer. 

Anyway, thank you for your efforts, which 
I hope you will continue. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charc.es T. Jackson. 

To the Editor of the New York Times: 

All honor to Senators Wayne Morse and 
Ernest Gruenlng for voting against the joint 
congressional resolution that, :in effect, en- 
dorses our Government’s past, and continu- 
ing, massive intervention in southeast Asia. 

No matter what the facts of this latest 
crisis turn out to be — and t.s of now they are 
clouded — the record of the past decade un- 
controvertlbly discloses that our Govern- 
ment, under both parties, has systematically 
ignored the International agreements which 
:lt claims to be upholding. I predict that In 
tha future our Government’s Intervention in 
southeast Asia will be recognized as one of 
our Nation's darkest hours. 

And I further predict that the names of 
Senator Morse and Senator Gruenlng will 
emerge then as representing the voice of 
sanity, good faith, and reason which is, we 
all hope, the true voice of our nation. 

Helen Mears. 

New York City, August 8, 1964. 


: CIA-RDP75-00149R00050033000 

and Answer I admire the political courage 
you have shown in defying both the Johnson 
administration and the Republican Party on 
this crucial matter. I am sure you are aware 
as I am that the major fatccr influencing 
international relations la power and not 
morality or law. The freedom of the South 
Vietnamese people should not be negotiable. 
Neutralization of South Vietnam Is not prac- 
tical as Jorg as No.rth Vietnam is com- 
munistic, 

However agree with you that the United 
States alone cannot, and should not be 
forced, to maintain South Vietnam's security 
against Communist aggression. Using the 
United Nations to solve this problem would 
definitely put the United States on the side 
of morality and International law. Com- 
munist China and North Vietnam would be 
greatly Influenced by a resolution condemn- 
ing their aggression in South Vietnam. 

But condemnation is not enough. 

I praise you for advocating e. solution for 
Vietnam wilhin the province of international 
law. 

But will I he African and Asian nat ions in 
the General Assembly really uphold the 
charter and vote to condemn North Vietnam 
and China? Will the General Assembly pro- 
vide 25,000 to 100,000 ground troops to patrol 
borders between South Vietnam and Laos, 
South Vfetnam and Cambodia, and between 
South Vietnam and North Vietnam, in order 
that the infiltration of Communist guerrillas 
and supplies be halted? 

Please rep y. 

Respectfully, 


August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Sir: May I commend you on your 
stand concerning American intervention In 
South Vietnam? I am in complete agreement 
Wit h you. 

I think the money we've thrown away in 
southeast Asia is deplorable. 

It's Inconceivable to me that only two 
Senators would not vote for this warlike 
me isure. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs, Nancy J. Fabing. 

Capitola, Calif., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator, U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.c. 

Dear Sir: It Is not pleasant to think that 
Jours is the only voice. We are with you — to 
the last ma.n? 

Sincerely. 

Mr, and Mrs. Wm, Weintraub. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Eiear Senator: The affair in Vietnam 
stinks just like the Maine it Havana In 1898. 
I was In Galveston at that time. The rumor 
wae the big brass In Washington did the 
dirty work. Whoever made the commitments 
In Asia should have been indicted. Tell your 
gang what George Washington said In his 
farewell speech, "Keep your nose out of other 
people’s business." It makes my blood boll 
when I res.d Johnson is sending more boys 
over there to protect a bunch of royal ban- 
dits. and get killed. I don’t know what Is the 
matter with you fellows. Billions for foreign 
relief and peanuts for Alaska and that 5 per- 
cent for oUr old pepple. You know what you 
can do with that. I am 85 and still interested 
in our national affairs. Oregon can be proud 
of you. 

My best wishes to you. 

A. SlBIESKY. 

August 6, 1964. 

Dear Sir: I have listened to your views on 
South Vietnam that you have aired on such 
programs as “Face the Nation" and "Issues 


Lee Rosen. 

_ August 7, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sen/ tor Wayne Morse: It was with 
great pleasure to hear that you had the 
courage to express your opinion about our 
stand in Vietnam, which is contrary to our 
official interpretation of the latest develop- 
ments in that troubled area. 

^ Let us ho)>e that your voice will not be a 
Call in the wilderness." May ycur voice find 
more similar voices and bring about a better 
understanding, among nations, and bring 
peace in thal part in the world. 

With respect to you. and to all those who 
Join you for a better world for a real peace. 

_ N. Stein. 

Sebastopol.. Caiif. 


I ''alls Village, Conn., 

• August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Complete approval 
for your objective ancl long-view stand on 
our foreign policy and Vietnam la particular 
Heaven save us from power vdthout em- 
pathy it is sued an easy stance. Your 
courage is not lost amid all the emotional 
chauvinism. 

Sincerely, 

Marion W. Ferguson. 


Los Angeles. Calif., 

„ August 6, 1964. 

Senator Way me Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: Please accept my sincere coi 
gra-tulations for your courage and forthrlgl 
statement today regarding the Vietnam crisi 
I rave written to the President asking hL 
to discontinue further military action 1 
North Vietnam and to withdraw our forces i 
South Vietnam The seriousness of out mi; 
taken involvement In Vietnam has been re 
vealed and I hope other Senators will Joi 
you to lend a restraining hand on those wh 
would push toe panic extermination buttoi 
Sincerely, 

Robert Friedman. 
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Skokie, III., 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse : I completely support 
your stand on the President's resolution 
supporting our aggression in Vietnam. Once 
again, our Congress rose "above principle" 
when It passed this resolution. This is not 
the first time; I have noted your courage, 
conviction, sanity, and strict adherence to 
the principle that there shall not be two 
sets of laws (one for us and one for them) . 
You are truly a Senator we can be proud of. 
You are one who I think really believes in 
the ideal of equality before the law, both 
In domestic and international law. You are 
one who, I think, is truly a liberal, in the 
best sense of the word I am ashamed to 
think that my country invaded North Viet- 
nam. I am ashamed to think that we have 
supported three governments in South Viet- 
nam which were all military dictatorships. 
I am ashamed to think that the Govern- 
ment which we now support in Vietnam has 
taken away the right of appeal and given 
military courts the absolute power of death. 
I am ashamed to think that the Government 
we support in Vietnam is now censoring all 
newspapers, books, television, and radio. We‘ 
cannot say "my country, right or wrong.” 
There comes a point whe:re you must, as you 
have done, denounce your country as an 
"outlaw.” 

I also wish to ask you to support the 
seating of the Mississippi Freedom Demo- 
cratic Party at the Democratic Convention 
and strong planks on civil liberties, civil 
rights, extremism, and the Presidential con- 
trol of nuclear weapons. For Vice President, 
my own personal choice is Adlai Stevenson, 
but even before he was eliminated. I felt 
that for the gcod of the party he should not 
be the nominee. I feel that a Catholic should 
definitely be the nominee both to keep as 
much of the Catholic vote in the party as 
possible and to remove the religious Issue 
from the campaign (both parties will have 
a Catholic Veep). I oppose Senators Dodd 
or Ribicoff for Vice President because Dodd 
I disagree with on many issues, and while I'm 
a Jew myself, I feel that Ribicoff could 
seriously damage our chances. McCarthy 
seems to me to be the best prospect. Per- 
sonally, I doubt whether the elimination of 
Bob Kennedy will hurt the ticket as the 
people who supported him have nowhere 
else to go. 

I hope that despite our disagreement with 
President Johnson that you work hard for 
the ticket this year as It would be a disaster 
If Barry Goldwater got in the White House. 
Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bernard J. Farber. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
vote against our participation in the Viet- 
nam war, 

Millions of your fellow citizens are in 
agreement with you. 

Continue your fight against our aggression 
in the affairs of foreign states. Thank you 
once again. 

Faithfully yours. 

Joseph and Sad ye Robin. 
Brooklyn, N.Y, 

Coral Gables, Fla., 

August 5, 1964. 

Hon. Senator Morse, 

Sir: I wish to congratulate you on your 
stand on Mr. Johnson's stand on Vietnam. 
The President has no right to order: "Shoot 
to kill.” This is war. Congress alone can 
declare war and there is no reason why he 
should declare in emergency situation, and 
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nol^T *glven ^Jree* aclion! ^ ^ulal luS ^iiS»Riw?t* cP on the Senate floor as well as In the 


closer to us than Vietnam. 

Mr. Johnson has assumed too much al- 
ready since he has been In office, without 
elections. He has used and abused the Con- . 
gress far beyond his powers. The Congress 
should keep Its rights and power. We’ve 
been told: “All Is good for long, long time 
In Vietnam.” 

Respectfully, 

V. B, Smith. 

Los Angeles, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: May I extend to you 
my deepest and most sincere appreciation for 
your courageous stand on the Vietnam sit- 
uation. It seems to me that yours Is the 
only sane voice being heard on this Issue and 
we hope you will continue to be, as always 
you have been, “the conscience of the Sen- 
ate.” 

Thank you for your honesty and courage. 
Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Leo Rirsman. 

East Orange, N.J., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to tell you 
that I agree with you and the Senator from 
Alaska on the Vietnam action. 

President Johnson's action was outrageous 
and If it doesn’t get us In world war in It 
will be a miracle. 

. I thank you for voting against the resolu- 
tion. It Is too had, In fact a tragedy, that 
the resolution passed. 

I believe that if a referendum were taken, 
the .action of President Johnson would be 
overwhelmingly condemned. 

If we get through this trouble without a 
war, I think the Senate and House should 
pass a bill taking away the right of any Presi- 
dent to order such an action as Johnson did. 
Why didn’t he ask Congress first? 

Why didn’t he take It to the U.N. first? 
And why was he so melodramatic as to ad- 
dress the Nation On TV at 11:40 at night? 

I heard it and of course, could not get to 
sleep. 

I don’t care what happens to Vietnam. 
It can go Communist or anything else. I 
don’t want any more of our young men killed 
In defense of that picayune country that is 
none of our business and means nothing to 
us. 

I am mad. 

Very truly, 

Mrs. M. D. Clattder. 

Old Chelsea Station, 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: In these days of 
hypocrisy and arrogance, it is inspiring to 
hoar honest and clear-cut statements from 
you and from Senator Fulbright on our 
grotesque foreign policy. This foreign policy 
of ours ponderously announces that “under 
God” we are a self-appointed world police- 
man. 

More strength and honor to you, because 
you and all who agree with you, are making 
history, leading toward -disarmament and 
mutually beneficial world cooperation. 
Cordially, 

Marion D. Munsell. 
Alex E. O. Munsell. 

Copy of a nightletter sent to President 
Lyndon Johnson, The White House, Wash- 
ington, D.C., August 6-7, 1964. 

“Our retaliatory action against North Viet- 
nam is bullyism, Indicating moral weakness. 
Further Involvement risks world annihi- 
lation. 

We strongly urge complete neutralization 


southeast Asia. 

(S)’ Mr. and Mrs. Alex Munsell. 
New York, N.Y. 

Arcata, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just want to add my 
voice of approval for your stand against 
giving the President the right to wage war 
without a declaration by Congress. 

I have been totally against our participa- 
tion in southeast Asia from the beginning. 
It looks like another Korea. 

I believe time is on our side. Let them 
try Communist dictation for 25 years and 
then they’ll be sick' of It and throw it off. 
We should be prepared to aid India and Aus- 
tralia, the Philippines, etc. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Ivan Milhous. 

Forks, Wash., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse. 

Dear Senator: We want to congratulate 
you on your courageous stand on the Vlet- 
name problem, and your stand on the past 
events. We need more men of your type, 
believe me. We are behind you 100 percent. 
The best to you. 

Mr. and Mrs. August Slathor. 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I personally would 
like to shake your hand. I thank God that 
there are those who still think of others. As 
In Isaiah 33: 7, “Behold, their valiant ones 
shall cry without, the ambassadors of peace 
shall weep bitterly.” I pray that God will 
bless you as you stand fast for a peaceful 
world. I give you my support and prayers. 

Let us remember that “Righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” 

And what the President done was wrong 
In Vietnam. We should pull out. 

“And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths; for out of you shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among. the 
nations and shall rebuke many people and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up swords against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Isaiah 2 : 3-4. 

“Behold, their valiant ones shall cry with- 
out, the ambassadors of peace shall weep 
bitterly.” — Isaiah 33: 7, 

“For when they shall say peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.” 

And our only hope is Jesus. "Because thou 
hast made the Lord, which la my refuge, even 
the most high, thy habitation; there shall 
no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling.’’— Psalm 91: 9, 10. 

I pray for a lasting peace which the world 
cannot give. But with Christ, all thingB 
are possible. 

A friend, 

Mrs. Rebecca May Beckman, 
P.S. — Please write. Thank you. 

Denver, Colo., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to thank you 
for your remarks on the southeast Asia sltu- 


article “Humpty-Dumpty In Vietnam" which 
appears In the current Issue of the Progres- 
sive. I wish to add that there are those 
of us who do make our voices heard about 
the follies of the U.S. imperialism 
in southeast Asia. However, compared to 
the larger and more important number (in- 
cluding our Government) who scream that 
we’re fighting for “freedom,” our sound Is 
so soft, no one seems to hear it. Our Gov- 
ernment does such an excellent job of propa- 
gandizing, the American people, or the vast 
majority, in their naive way, really believe 
that next to communism, you and those who 
think as you do about our foreign policy are 
their biggest enemy. So, I wonder some- 
times if It’s worth the effort to make our 
voices heard, especially In an election year 
when a presidential nominee who has every- 
one's ear is one who advocates the use of 
nuclear weapons to preserve the southeast 
Asian’s freedom, whatever that is. It is 
obvious that most Americans feel to wield a 
strong arm abroad, to stand up and fight 
In the face of “Communist aggression” com- 
pensates for the lack of our ability to solve, 
or even recognize, the domestic problems that 
threaten to “bury” us much more than 
communism. 

It does help to see an occasional article 
such as yours appear. My only wish, is that 
It had greater circulation. I often wonder 
where the voices of Clark, Humphrey, Mc- 
Carthy, and others whose work I admire 
so much usually, are In these instances. 
Maybe they’re being sounded and I Just don’t 
hear. I do hope that your article will be cir- 
culated among your colleagues so that they 
may have the benefit of reading it. 

Do keep speaking, for there are certainly 
those who agree with you whose voices are 
rarely heard above the din of the militarists. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs, Katherine Armitage. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My thanks and con- 
gratulations to you in this your finest hour. 
May history record your courageous stand 
against the lawlessness of our Government 
long after the names of your fellow Senators 
have been forgotten in deserved Ignominy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lincoln Wolfenstein. 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I congratulate you 
on your stand on Vietnam. 

I wish we would have more men of your 
caliber In our Government. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lucille Bokser. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I commend and thank you for 
speaking and voting against the resolution 
granting the President increased military 
power in southeast Asia. 

Our troops should be recalled from that 
area and negotiations should be started im- 
mediately for a peaceful solution of the 
problem. 

Respectfully yours, 

Minerva T. Feenstein. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
your principled stand on the outrageous ag- 
gression endangering the peace of the entire 
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I have seen a tragic deterioration In Ameri- 
can life. Where in my youth when I was an 
undergraduate at Harvard, we were really 
proud of the motto “Veritas,” there has now 
been substituted a cynical sophistication so 
that hypocrisy Is no longer a disrespectable 
adjunct to life but has become a wa/ of life. 
•Joined to this Is the arrogance which permits 
President Johnson to refer to aggression and 
provocation as a defense cf “peace.” It is 
time for the young people to learn about the 
Pa* Americana what Josephus said of the 
Pa* Rom ana “Vastatem Faciunt Pacem Apel- 
ilant.” 

Let me assure you that there Is a large 
reservoir of people who ha"e not fallen vic- 


to Asia and the so-called threat stemming 
from Red China, let us face it. Not having 
the transport to move men and supplies 
overseas, nor the Navy to provide protection 
thereof, any spec ulatlon of China’s threat to 
offshore islands becomes an insult to anyone’s 
Intelligence. Thus the only threat Red 
China offer/; ourselves is that to wage war 
against us, we would have to accommodate 
her by goin % to her area, In her own back- 
yard, so to speak, which we dicl in Korea and 
now seek to do the very same thing as to 
South Vietnam and southeast Asia. 

Now In oar national Interest there is no 
return benefit to us for the aid we have 
squandered in both Asia and Africa Mili- 


tim to the conformity of flag waving chau- tarily their on'.:y resource If. manpower, 


virilsm and contempt for the rest of the 
peoples of the world who will applaud heart- 
ily the stand taken by you and Senator 
Ga a enin g (and I hope others not yet named 
in the news) in refusing to Issue what you 
have properly designated as a predated de- 
claration of war (and It may be added, ter- 
ror). It is good for old people like myself 
but even more for the you xg that there are 
men of stature in American public life and 
legislative halls who will rot permit them- 
selves to he Intimidated bj the false cry of 
“patriotism” which Dr. Jotnson so fittingly 
designated. 

That this is the first surrender of the ad- 
ministration* to the Gold water mentality 
and hysteria is clear to the world press, and 
increasingly to the people of these United 
states. The courage of men like Senator 
Gruening and yourself will be an Inspiration 
to tile people not to permit the victory of the 
Neanderthal mentality which toys with the 
destiny of the people of the entire planet. 

I personally desire to express my gratitude 
and appreciation and to ask others to do so. 
If you have any suggestion of any manner 
In which plain ordinary people like myself 
can be of service In stemming the hysterical 
tide, please suggest what may be helpful. 

Cordially, 

Adolphus Brook. 

Null Vali.ey, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

I)::ar Senator Morse: Congratulations on 
yolU' stand on southeast Asia. It must be 
lonely in Washington among all of the 
sheep. If there is enough time before the 
end to write it, I am glad that history can 
record one man in the U.i:i. Senate with a 
mind of his own and the courage to speak it. 

Best regards and wishes. 

Don M ixon, 

Mrs. Donald Mixon. 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
stand against U.S. involvement in southeast 
Asia. 

I am certain that the American people are 
basically for international understanding and 
world peace and will eventually find a way 
to put these wonderful ideal j into practice. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Kae Brown. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Belle Glade, Fla., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon, Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: While I would have diffi- 
culty In naming another Senator with whom 
I more disagreed with as to public affairs 
than yourself, I must concede that you have 
my wholehearted support in your opposition 
to this Nation becoming involved in mili- 
tary participation on the mainland of Asia, 


which is net needed in today's streamlined 
modern military. Commerce we do not need 
to buy from them near so much as they need 
to sell to us so there can be no justification 
for our expense In their behali. Insofar as 
communism is concerned, excepting Eu- 
rope— the Pacific offshore islands— Western 
Hemisphere, I suggest that any country 
wanting communism, let them have it, and 
as time goe: on their experience from it will 
be cause for Its ultimate rejection, etc. I 
ga.ve lull ajprov.il to the Marshall plan to 
rebuild devi stated war countries and. make 
it possible f ir them to be a customer of our 
manufacture and agriculture, but the job In 
this respect was completed about 1949 and 
foreign aid fhouli Have ceased at tha-j point. 
We could hive continued some foreign aid 
from a ml.itary standpoint, but only to 
those countries named in the group above 
and from whom we had a commitment to 
stand with vs when called upon. 

This Soutl . Vlei nam olds fair to become an- 
other Korea so let us take a look at Korea. 
No one on the scene, or away from there, 
other than certain members of the Wash- 
ington authorities, ever knew what the ob- 
jective was that was had by our forces. 
Certainly the res trainer put on MacArthur, 
and other field commanders, there was not 
the goal of winning. Was It then merely 


outlay. Any forces beyond our own shores 
can be used to protect the Western Hemlis- 
phere in accordance with the Monroe Doc- 
trine, and the other areas already enumerated 
upon. 

I attach a news Item taken from the 
Miami Herald (a Knight publication), In 
which you are quoted as predicting Barry 
Gold water will not take more than six States. 
Now I am a lifelong South Democrat where 
during my lifetime but one party was had, 
though the Republicans in last few’ years are 
tiecoming a factor, but only nationally and 
not as to Stare and local. I have lived in, 
or spent considerable time therein of each 
and every State of the South plus those 
termed "border” though actually south so I 
can be considered typical of these States and 
its people, and knowledgeable. In those 
States of 11 Old Confederacy plus Maryland, 
Missouri, Kerituck, Oklahoma, West Vir- 
ginia — total 1(1, I make the assured predic- 
tion that Barry Goldwater will capture each 
and every one of the total 16, excepting West 
Virginia, which Is a welfare and unemploy- 
ment State and welcoming the handout. Of 
the remaining 15 even Nixon in 1960 carried 
all excepting Missouri, Maryland, Arkansas, 
Texas, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Georgia, and he had only about 30 percent 
the appeal as Is had by Goldwater. This 
time Goldwatisr will not only take all taken 
by Nixon but the seven not taken by 
Nixon. If you challenge Arkansas I say 
in 1960 the Kennedy- Johnson ticket 
only captured 50.2 percent of total vote, 
and Louisiana it was but 50.4 percent, 
in Texas it was but 50.5 percent and much 
has happened in the 4 subsequent years to 
reduce each Slate’s Democrat vote much be- 
low 50 percent;. In Maryland the combina- 
tion of Republican and Wallace votes should 
easily put that State In the Goldwater col- 
umn. Having lived 3 years in Kansas City 
and knowing that State very well political- 
ly I am confident she too will be found in 
the Republican column. I came to my pres- 
ent area from Texas (Fort Worth -Houston) 
where I had some 18 years’ residence and I 


to support a politician a argument with other . doubt if anyone knows the State any better 


politicians? Hardly anybody would buy the 
glib statement that ws needed to go 10,000 
miles away from In order to defend our 
shores, or that In present year we need to 
go about th< same distance, also away from, 
to resist communism, and yet never took 
-care of communism no more .than 90 miles 
off our east shores. Before we go anywhere 
we need an all-out effort to cure the situa- 
tion as to communism inside our own coun- 
try, which there Is practically no effort on 
the part of the authorities to do. In fact 
through the Supreme Court, and acquies- 
cence of Co agrees through their failure to 
counteract, < ommunlsm in this country en- 
joys a prlvl.eged sanctuary. In Korea we 
paid a tremendous price in loss of men and 
treasure, bui as we wound up exactly where 
we commenced, there was not only loss in 
vain, but if we are tc* accomplish the ob- 
jective sought, whatever that was, them the 
Job needs doing all over again. This cannot 
be disputed, can it? 

As we didn’t win in Korea, and precluded 
from doing an, and our losses unnecessary, is 
it possible for us to win in southeast Asia, 
also 10,000 plus miles away? I say not. 
First place our toys vrould be hemmed in 
from all side as you couldn’t distinguish 
friend from foe, nor count on it. If we 
won the ba;tles militarily we would still 
lose the war, for we would have to maintain 
police occupation forces forevqr and forever, 
plus rebuild the country out of our finances. 
There is but one solution as to the mainland 
of Asia and -.hat Is to vacate our forces and 
wash our har ;ds of the whole m« s. We have 
the Navy anc the Airforce to project any and 
all land| east of the Asiatic mainland, and 
can do so most effectively, and with but little 


than I do, and I’ll place my bet there on 
Goldwater over Lyndon Johnson, and I’d do 
Billie Sol Estes, Bobby Baker, George Parr, or 
the same if Goldwater was running against 
any of the other Johnson clique. One thing 
you can rest assured of and that is that 
Eiarry Goldwater will take each and every 
State through the South, and no mistake 
about It. 

Of course, there are other States Gold- 
water will take as well, He will take the 
total States taken by Nixon in 1960, also 
Illinois, Delaware, the neighboring Western 
States of' New Mexico, Nevada, and others 
previously taken by Kennedy-Johnson in 
1960. Frankly, I anticipate a Goldwater 
landslide come November 3. and wifi be the 
most surprised man in the country if this 
does not occur. So when you say Gold- 
water will take no more than six States, 
you have the v/rong candidate In mind, and 
should make your statement concerning 
Johnson, or whoever might be substituted 
ill his stead, etc. Our people, South as well 
as throughout the country, are disenchanted 
with incumbent administration, and are 
thoroughly dissatisfied with Government as 
administered rirom Washington. Most of 
our dissatisfaction stems from Federal ju- 
diciary abuse of the National Constitution, 
and Congress failure to reverse and restrict 
their actions. Members of Congress- are not 
correctly representing their constituents un- 
less they provide remedial legislation. For 
my part I want a constitutional amendment 
providing for election of Justices and all Fed- 
eral Judiciary looth geographically and pre- 
scribing eligible qualifications of candidates 
and election for terms similar to Senators. 
To say there is no desire to put the Judiciary 
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come mow*™ *« L'SJS'b johS? B»n«®ro». N.J.-Senator Bakby Colo- on our Bhlp l if a dlsgiaoj but our retaliatory 
(rom a character such ae Lyndon B. John water leads President Johnson by a wide meaB „ reB m just as baa. This was not a 
eon. Of course, , 1 ^ ° * L CnncrS as margln in the P°P ular vote of the South peaceful move. It invites another Korea, 
many of present rnmfderable at this tlme - . ... e It invites a world war III where we would 

th ®/ can * et ™. „?,v P nnrtd the In a survey just completed of the 13-State „ be killed . OU r action was a disgrace. 

N °w when area which makes up the South, Goldwatep. We show fRUlt in the u. N . by treating U 

so-called civil rights legislation, they leacls Johnson by a ratio of 57 percent to 43 well on his recent Btate vlsl t by pay- 

went beyond the piace of no retun I percent. ing our finances. When It comes to the real 

the South no one In his right mind is going Thts come3 withln 2 percentage points test we persue a militaristic policy which can 

to give adherence and compliance to tnis olt the lead that Goldwater had over Ken- destroy the U N 

measure, though it may seem Soat first, nedy ln a trial heat race exactly 1 year ago Yeste rday 19.’ years ago we unleashed an 
glance but not when things straighten out in thls sec tlon of the country. atomic bomb. It must never be used. The 

and countermeasures get underway. In At that time It was pointed out that this ent sltua tion invites its use. 

the first place if the nigger was mistreated was the largest margin which any Repub- x u to SU p port a neutralized Viet- 

ln the South they would not remain here llcan had obtained over a Democratic oppo- nam e b lu / er as one £ two states . r urge you 

and a long time ago would have departed. nent ln the 29-year history of the Gallup tQ contlnue yolir flght for an end t0 the war 

Inasmuch as they are dependent 90 percent pou ln the South. in Vietnam. Too many are being killed, 

on white private enterprise, 5 percent on The following question was asked in the there can be no vlctory for anyone, 
their own kind, 5 percent on Government Jates t survey: In 1956 the Russla ns committed aggres- 

for livelihood employment, they will very “Suppose the presidential election were slon ln Hungary . In 1964 we are dolng it ln 
soon be denied both employment and wel- belng beld today. If Barry Goldwater, the Vletnam . wm the sulcida i arms race never 
fare to hasten them into areas outside the Republican candidate, runs against Lyndon gt , 

South, where the news media and politi- Johnson, the Democratic candidate, which Keep up your good work and may you have 
clans have created all this turmoil and agl- would you like to see win?” (Those who ln your life and all manklnd Jn the 

tated the niggers ln their intrusion on sa i d they were undecided were asked which ^ orld 

whites. I am for the nigger having his man tbey i ean to, as of today.) ‘ sincerely yours 

constitutional rights so long as It does not The present figures, based on Interviewing ' Alvin Verter. 

provide his unwanted intrusion upon white conducted after the GOP convention, shows 

people. In other words he can enjoy his the following division of opinion in the 

rights in the company of his own kind and south: Palo Alto ' 

not where he is unwanted by others. If Percent August 6, 1964. 

there has not been white-nigger associa- goldwater 51 Senator Wayne Morse, 

tion in this country since Its very beginning, Johnson. 40 Senate Office Building, 

it is clear that such association is not desired. Undecided - 9 Washington, D.C. 

„ . , , . . „ nrn.vicmnri nf the Dear Senator Morse: I deplore the retalia- 
te*' (no- “Whethpr° such associa- Allocating the undecided vote on the basis tory and provocative stance this adminis- 

offlceholder saying of careful analysis of opinions on other tratlon takes in southeast Asia. 

J on jf des r . T th1 nrvn riel an savins "I am key as P ects of * he race produces the follow- we must learn to avoid such precipitous 

w“ ^.aono. opinion: ontlon-to try nonvlolont use 

y . J rercem the U.N. more fully than ever before. 

see about tnat. Goldwater 57 The p reS i de nt’s unilateral striking back 

xou John E Pritchett Johnson... 43 without deliberation seems like “warmonger - 

. • ‘ ' • ing” to me. Makes me lose faith ln him. 

,, _ „ „ r.,ir«^T.D’o nirpPAT Jamaica, N.Y., (Johnson is not much different from Gold- 

.. Morse Predicts Goldwater s Defeat August 7, 1964. wATOR-after all-et cetera.) 

(By Edwin A. Lahey) Senator Wayne Morse, Moreover, this ‘‘power politics" with su- 

Washington. — A prediction that Senator Senate Office Building, perlor arms is an old method that yields 

Barry M. Goldwater would be defeated Washington, D.C. nothing but a vicious cycle doomed to a 

went out over the airwaves from a regu- Dear Sir: I should like to thank you for chaotic outcome. 

lar Sunday broadcast of Senator Kenneth your lone voice of reason and sanity amidst How C an an administration with such 
B. Keating, of New York. confusion and blind acceptance. Last March humanitarian goals as to effect civil rights 

Keating” is a Republican, seeking reelec- you expressed very well your position on and antipoverty be so inhumane as to ‘‘shoot 
tion this year for a second term. He is Vietnam, at that time a few of your col- to km .” 

unfriendly' to the Republican nominee for leagues Joined you by expressing similar We have no problems but what cannot be 
President, Senator Goldwater. opinions. negotiated, etc. And if we need better ma- 

The prediction of defeat came from Today we see once again the failure of the chinery for that, let’s get It. 

Keating’s guest on his regular program, present American policy in South Vietnam. Sincerely, 

Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, who en- A crisis has helped to unite, most ..of the Oliver Henderson, M.D., 

tered politics as a Republican, 'but switched Senate in supporting our present policies. I Psychiatrist. 

to the Democratic Party during the 1952 thank God that you have not joined your P.S.— “Live and let live.” 

election campaign, because he didn’t like fellow Senators. At least there is still one 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. glimmer of hope in the darkness. You have August 6, 1964. 

In the Keating program, which is carried not yielded to the belligerent policy wanted Dear Senator Morse: It is a great pleasure 
over 6 television stations- and 28 radio sta- by the “superpatriots.” You have shown to salute you for your courage in the stand 
tions ln New York, the New York Senator a keen understanding of the situation and you are taking in opposing the administra- 
was questioning Senator Morse on public have spoken accordingly. tlon’s current suicidal policy in Vietnam. 

Issues, as is his custom with his weekly You are right in saying we had no business You are not alone. Hundreds, if not thou- 
guests. being ln South Vietnam, but this is history sands, of common people here are with you. 

“I want to ask you a couple of political already. You are right ln saying we must get You should be the presidential candidate 
questions,” Keating told Morse. “First, out. The present South Vietnamese Gov- so we could have a real fighter against Gold- 
who’s going to get the vice-presidential ernment Is not supported by the people of waterism. 

nomination on the Democratic ticket?” South Vietnam. It is a cruel, militaristic, Thomas Dennis, Jr. 

“I don’t think even the President knows and a dictatorial regime. The Vietnamese 

yet,” Morse answered. people have suffered enough. Detroit, Mich., 

“Secondly, how’s this election going to They suffered a Japanese Invasion and a August 6, 1964. 

come out?” World' War II on their own soil. They suf- Hon. Senator Wayne Morse, 

“I’ll be surprised if Barry Goldwater fered through a war with France. They Washington, D.C. 
carries more than six States,” Morse told nave suffered through the Diem regime. Dear Sir: Please accept our heartfelt 
Keating. “The American people aren’t go- They have suffered and are being terrorized thanks for your courageous stand on the 
ing to he fooled by the extremism of Barry by the Communist Vietcong. They have suf- Vietnam war. Yours is the only voice of 
Goldwater.” fered, had their food poisoned and their sanity in what appears to be a world gone 

This partisan statement was not a slip people killed by the Vietcong. But the crazy, 
of. the tongue. The interview was taped in American-supported South Vietnamese Gov- It gives us courage and inspiration at this 
the U.S. Capitol recording studio, and the ernment has been Just as bad as the Vietcong moment and perhaps may even help to keep 
text wa$ distributed to the offices of corre- guerrillas. They live in a reign of sickness, us firm In our determination not to give up 
spondents as early as Friday, with the no- death, fear, and terror. I am ashamed that in disgust in the forthcoming elections, 
ta-tlon that it could not be released until my Government supports and keeps alive The nightmarish spectacle of the Gold- 
after the Sunday broadcast. such a regime. water victory during the recent Republican 
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Convention brought back memories of "It 
Can’t Happen Here” by Sinclair Lewis. Dur- 
ing that week we still had hopes that with 
President Johnson we will still have a. choice. 
We were resolved to work for hie election as 
we had not done since the days when Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt was running to defeat Alf 
London, 

But Iris rash stand or. bringing us nearer 
to another world war makes this choice a 
farce. 

What answer shall I give to my three new 
voters this year? My son; daughter and her 
husband. My friends whom I meant to 
Inject with a spirit of hope and determina- 
tion are as undecided and pessimistic as I 
am. 

Were it not for voices such as yours I 
believe I would vote Democratic out of habit 
not out of belief. 

Can one morally choo3e between the two 
leading candidates? Dees It really make a 
difference whether world war III starts with 
Barry’s little A-bomb or President Johnson’s 
provocations? 

Keep up your good fight and may you be 
blessed in your endeavors. We are proud of 
you and wish we had y>u as our Michigan 
Senator or better still, as our new Presi- 
dent. . 

With all our good wishes and thanks. 

Respectfully yours, 

May and Sam S weet and Family. 

P.S.— We love you. 

Van Nuts, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My wife and I con- 
gratulate you on your stand on the bombing 
of the ports of North Vietnam. We support 
your courageous opposition to the ill-con- 
sidered action of the military. 

We have followed your career in the Senate 
-and would be proud to have you represent 
us here in California. 

We would also like to see you nominated 
as the running mate of President Johnson, 
but I suppose that this : s asking too much. 

Please keep up the good fight in the fu- 
ture and remember that there are others 
that hold your views and are behind you. 

Sincerely yours, 

(5. J. Giesler. 


by Pres id ?nt Johnson in the current, prevent- 
able Vietnam crisis. We would be unfor- 
. tunate Indeed without you and Senator 
GRUENiNi to speak for the thousands tn the 
United Se.tes who deplore this sad ploy of 
the political and military factions in this 
country. The attempts to make a righteous 
cause out of the shabby and ambiguous 
situation in Vietnam are so tired and familiar 
that they are discouraging to those who hope 
for statesmanship in this perilous era. 

The truly frightening as]ject is that so 
many legislators, In whose power we are, have 
not yet teen able to conceive of, much less 
accept, the fact that any major war will be 
the last v'ar; end that major wars grow from 
small wais. 

There i i an obvious longing by many in the 
Pentagon for uhe old horse and buggy days; 
for the small controllable military conflicts; 
and becaise these men wish for this long- 
past possibility, they are willing, however 
unconsclc usly, to plunge the rest of the 
world Into irreversible chaos. 

I can cnly say again, thank you for your 
truly heroic stand and for your sanity. They 
are greatly needed. 

With host wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alice Pollard, 

New York, N.Y., 

August 6, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne L. Morse, 

Senate Ojfice Building, 

Washington, D C. 

My Dear Mr, Morse: I am Impelled to 
write you to congratulate you on your cour- 
age in attacking the: role of our Government 
in the current Vietnam crisis. It must be 
lonely up I, here on your emlnc nee of integrity 
and valor. Where was Senator P’ulbright 
when the vote: was taken? I note that he 
has written a book criticizlrg our Govern- 
ment's pclicy toward the Communist world, 
but when the chips are down he runs with 
the herd. 

More power to you, and may your courage 
to defend the right never falter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rurn: Starr. 

PS.— You might pass this on to Senator 
Fulbrighi . 


New York, NY., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: My grateful thanks 
to you. If it were not for your voice of 
reason and truth it would be a black day for 
us. 

My warmest good wishes for many years of 
priceless service. 

Mrs. Jane Johnson. 

. Levittown, Pa., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Sir: I want to express my gratitude 
to you for your courageous and intelligent 
stand oil the Vietnam issue. The voices of 
sanity and f airplay are all too few. 

You have my deepest admiration and sup- 
port.. M!y only regret Is that Y. couldn't have 
the honor of voting for you as a Senator al- 
though I am considering writing in your 
name for President. 

If this country is ever 1o be led out of the 
morass J.t is now In, it will depend on men 
nice yourself to lead the way. I pray that 
you will never give up this fight. 

Sincerely, 

Albert Elman. 

Weld, Maine, 

. ' August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: This letter is written 
to express slncerest thanlis to you for your 
courage and realism in opposing the congres- 
sional blank check Joint resolution requested 


Jericho, Long Island, N Y., 

August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir: Bravo. Many eh errs to you 
for your stand in regard to the Vietnam 
resolution If there were only more such as 
you. 

How can I help in this frightening situa- 
tion? What can. one individual do? 

Thank you for your courage, 

Most sincerely, 

Mrs. Beatrice F.-lsher. 

Walnut Creek, Calif., 

August V, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for tak- 
ing the stmd you have on the situation in 
Vietnam. 

1 feel, as I believe many thinking people 
do, that our country has no business "play- 
ing God" in southeast Asia or in the many 
other spot! around the world. If we cannot 
now put the problem of the future of this 
small corn -.try in the hands of the U.N. and 
let whatever policing may be necessary rest 
In the hands of this international body, then 
there is nc hope for world peace ancl under- 
standing. If there is no such hope then I 
fear for ir yself , for. my family and friends, 
and for al. mankind — for the world cannot 
survive another war. 

I wi3h 'here were more politicians with 
your courage and forthrightness. 

Sine ;rely, 

Margaret B. Blake. 


August 21 

Marina, Calif., 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

V.S. Senate. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: On behalf of myself and my 
family I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you, with great sincerity, for your 
lonely fight In the U.S, Senate, for sanity in 
regard to the terrible conditions In south- 
east Asia, conditions that we are in a large 
way responsible for. I have read most of 
your speeches, or excerpts from them and 
your many articles written about conditions 
in South Vietnam. It; is indeed unfortunate 
that I find very little mentioned of them in 
the so-called popular mass media, but have 
only found them in the more thoughtful 
Journals tliat deal more objectively with 
situations presenting a more balanced and 
rational view. Unfortunately all too few 
people are able to secure or read these 
Journals, or frankly understand a rational 
point of view, much less want to understand 
one. As you know the mass press is now 
merely the fourth estate. 

I have often said, "thank heaven we have 
a man like Seantor Morse left in the Sen- 
ate." Let me, sir, encourage you further in 
your efforts and knowing your background 
and knowledge of history, let me humbly 
remind you. that history teaches us that 
most often the minority have been correct 
in their analysis, while the majority, blind 
to reason, have only resorted to power when 
power was to readily available. Do these 
men of power think they can succeed where 
historically every major power has failed 
thus far in modem history? History also 
shows one long series of defeats for the 
conservatives — time Is not on their side— 
nor Is history. The Asian people will in 
time look upon us in the same eyes as they 
formerly looked upon the other colonial 
powers of past years— indeed most of them 
do now. In order to win (?), as the war- 
minded think, we will have to carry on a war 
of annihilation— involving the "loss of face” 
in all of Asia. By our actions thus far we 
have done njore to advance the cause of the 
opposition then if we would have followed 
the Geneva agreements of 1954, which we of 
course were afraid of — let’s be honest about 
It — our policy even to be recognized had to 
be backed by force of arms. Indeed the 
soul of Mr. Dulles goes marching on — carry- 
ing us still deeper into a situation that can 
only lead to our eventual disaster. History 
again teaching us a frightening lesson — all 
too often In the past when power has become 
frustrated by the rebelliousness of people, 
power has resorted to still more power, 
blindly unable to see Its own folly. 

Are the war-minded Indeed so blind and 
unreasonable to believe that it can win in 
southeast Alia? What will we win— can we 
occupy the whole area— while every other 
native not bribed sufficiently will resist our 
occupation? What will we accomplish? Did 
the French succeed in southeast Asia, in Al- 
geria against a ragged, ill-fed bunch of revo- 
lutionary inregulars? What does national 
prestige entail— false frightened pride? 
What will be gained by killing off all the 
people in southeast Asia — they will continue 
to resist — what have they to lose? I have 
often suspected that this war in southeast 
Asia is a popular war of revolution because 
history has taught me that you don’t get 
people to fight like the Vietcong do for 
nothing — least of all for the Chinese. They 
fought hard against the French and now they 
are fighting just as hard against our puppets. 
It matters little what label you give them — 
Communist included. The national libera- 
tion front, thanks to our ignorance, includes 
a great deal more opposition than Just Com- 
munists even though the U.S. mass media 
cowardly avoids talking about this. 

What about China — are you going to use 
nuclear bombs against her — what will this 
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1 lead to? Supposing they resort to war by 
.other means — no doubt you have heard of 
chemical warfare — supposing we use It, too. 
War begets war, I’m sure you know this — 
but It's frightening because there are so darn 
.lew men like you in our Government these 
.'days— Indeed, where is the opposition any- 
way? y 

£ have spoken out at every opportunity 
that I have had and have convinced many, 
but what more can I do. I wish to hell that 
I could do Tn_9fff_ People that I have reasoned 
with come to humane conclusions and even 
though you may not receive much response 
for your efforts I know they agree with you. 
All I nan, offer you is my support and I will 
continue to speak out, even though I stand 
a chance of losing my Job as a teacher. Tills 
Is another agonizing problem you might let 
your fellow Congressmen know about. 

Since World War IX, gradually people have 
become more and more afraid to discuss any- 
thing openly and frankly or have developed 
an almost hysterical response on their part 
to shut anyone up that does speak out as a 
citizen, People have Imposed self-censorship 
upon themselves of the worst type— far more 
psychologically damaging than an outside 
force in a totalitarian state could do. Per- 
haps, Senator Morse, as time goes on the 
truth becomes too Intolerant for people to 
face up to. How about your fellow Sena- 
tors — do they bother to study this situation 
from all points of view, Including an un- 
biased, undistorted one — no doubt some do, 
but what honor do the others heap upon 
themselves When they vote in ignorance, at 
best only having consulted with the gen- 
erals? Wheq. will we learn that you don’t 
successfully fight ideas with bombs, but only 
with better Ideas and when will we learn 
that people in various parts of this world 
eventually mu6t solve their own problems In 
their own way, based upon their concept of 
their perception of reality and not upon ours. 
Our way of life may not be for them— is that 
so frightening when you consider that no 
two people on earth are the same? What 
arrogance do we Inwardly possess that seems 
to result in our dictation to others that they 
must stand with us or follow our way. This 
course of action isn’t even possible in an in- 
dividual family, let alone in a family of 
nations. The only union of nations is a 
union of diversity. Perhaps It’s true that 
the most powerful are indeed the most afraid. 
I will never allow myself to become that fear- 
ful and insecure as to think, that our way Is 
the only way. Perhaps it’s also true that, 
"whom the gods would destroy, they first 
made mad.” I for one have seen enough of 
our madness in southeast Asia and go on 
record as supporting your stand 100 percent. 
Thank God there are men like you left — 
you’re the salt of the earth. If I can ever do 
any thing in my small way to assist you, I 
would consider It an honor and privilege. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eugene T. Bernhardt. 

P.S. — Just a thought. If you ever run for 
President, I’d be tempted to vote for you 
once legally, bvit as many times as possible 
illegally; I do think we need an opposition 
party, don’t you? 

Atchison, Kans., 

, , August 7, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator.: We .beard you speak on tele- 
vision about, the recent naval battle off the 
coast of Vietnam &i}d our Government’s at- 
titude toward It. We agree with you. Thank 
you for taking a courageous stand for the 
right. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Nielson. 


Bronx, N.Y., 
August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senator. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: I want to express my heartfelt 
thanks and admiration for your— and Sen- 
ator Gruening's — courageous opposition to 
the resolution on Vietnam,, and your forth- 
right statement of our role ’in that stricken 
area (New York Times, Aug. 6). Yours are 
voices, it seems, in a wilderness of hysteria 
that is abetting the dangerous reactionary 
supporters of Goldwater and beading our 
country, our sons, and the world toward 
disaster. 

While there’s still time, I pray that saner, 
and even vacillating Members of Congress 
will see reason — that we will withdraw our 
fleet and armed forces, and negotiate for a 
peaceful settlement, so that we can enjoy 
our blessings. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mae Marqulies. 

Newark, N.J., 
August 6, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I wish to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for maintain- 
ing your position of sanity in the midst 
of adolescent aggressiveness, and Infantile 
possessiveness. 

You alone have had the courage to speak 
out In the jungle that has become Wash- 
ington. I take this opportunity to commend 
you. 

This dangerous policy in Vietnam can only 
lead to the horrors that were displayed in 
Korea, and in Hiroshima 19 years ago today. 

May you have the strength and resolute- 
ness to continue. 

You are not alone in this country. God 
bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael V. Klein. 

Everett. Wash., 

August 5, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. _ 

Dear Senator Morse: For your position 
on peace, I want to commend you. 

This is a critical time during which your 
action may determine whether we, the people 
of the world, will go on living or not. 

Certainly Vietnam is not our country, and 
our men have no good reason to be there, or 
to die there. If President Johnson wishes 
the voters to see him as a better man than 
Goldwater It seems to me he should be lead- 
ing our country toward peace. If he doesn’t 
how can the voters tell him from Gold- 
water? 

I hope that you can gather propeace or 
prosurvival people together for a voice 
against the war. Again, praises to you for 
your action against the war in Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 

Florence M. Hemeke. 

Des Plaines, III., 

August 7, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you. Your 
negative vote today on the Vietnam situa- 
tion makes one believe that maybe there 
are a few Intelligent men in Congress. 

Your opposition was magnificent — and if 
only they had listened. How long can we 
continue with force and the threat of force 
before the whole thing blows sky high? 

We had better find some peaceful solu- 
tions and we had better find them soon or 
there will be no one left to know that "we 
preserved our honor.” 

We owe a debt to our children to leave 
them on earth where they can grow up 
secure. 


Your brave voice, raised in opposition to 
the folly wo are committing in Vietnam, gives 
me courage. Again — thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Lillian Ha sward. 

McCormick Theological Seminary, 

Chicago, III., August t, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Thank you for your 
outspoken criticism of the southeast Asia 
policy. 

Please continue to press for a political 
solution in keeping with the policy we ex- 
pect other nations to follow. 

Best wishes. 

Prof. Clinton Morrison. 

August 9, 3964. 

Dear Senator: I am proud of your vote 
on the go-ahead resolution. Strange your as- 
sociates fall to realize that those people 
after French colonial rule and the Dulles 
"doodlebug,” don’t understand what they 
have to fight for. 

Too bad that you didn't provide In the 
so-called poverty bill, a give out to educate 
the law makers. 

Personal regards. 

Matt Brossard. 

College Park, Md. 

Dear Senator Morse: I want to convey my 
appreciation for your courageous standi 
against U.S.. aggression in southeast Asia. 
You are one of too few Senators who rightly 
see the United States ‘as the threat to peace 
which it plainly is. When will I get a chance 
to vote for you for President? 

For democracy, 

Allen Solganch. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Dear Sir: Your stand on the role of Con- 
gress Is a great one, and I sympathize whole- 
heartedly with It. 

No one man should have the power to com- 
mit the United States to war. 

Sincerely, 

Loren F. Holste. 

Brighton, Mass., 

August 5, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: I should like to tell 
you how pleased I was with your stand on the 
resolution to support President Johnson’s 
position on the recent developments in 
southeast Asia. Many of my friends are also 
in support of your position, and are deeply 
disturbed that your voice was alone. We had 
voiced our support earlier of Senator Ful- 
bright’s proposal to reevaluate our Nation’s 
foreign policy, and were disheartened by his 
more recent position on this matter. ' 

Although we axe in the minority, I am 
confident that the trend is in our favor, from 
a self-righteous and sanctimonious stand to a 
realistic and practical approach In our rela- 
tions with other countries. 

I am reminded, sir, of what has happened 
to the minority opinions of Justices Holmes, 
Brandeis, Black, and Douglas. Civilization 
does move forward. 

May I offer you my best wishes and hopes 
for a continuing, distinguished career in the 
Senate. 

Sincerely, 

Martin Joel Mould. 

Jerome B. Heyman, 

Converter and Distributor, 

New York N.Y., August 7, 1964. 
Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: My family and I 
wish to congratulate you upon your stand 
concerning the war in Vietnam, 
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Thank God that there is one Senator in It is obvlou ; that Mr. Johnson is giving us goals are of American capitalism, the mo- 


th e C’.S. Senate who is not afraid to speak 
the truth. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jerome B. Herman. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

Senator from Oregon, 

V.S. Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D C. 

Dear Mr. Morse: I hasten to commend you 
for your courageous stand on the Vietnam 
situation. You have been one of the all too 
few who stand apart from ti e Me-Tooers in 
the Congress. Mrs. Floyd and I have read 
and highly regarded your article in the 
August “Progressive” monthly, and are re- 
minded of the courage of th> s LaFollettes. I 
have been so bold as to recommend that 
Ohio’s senior follow your example (insert 
Senator) in switching party £ llegiance in the 
opposite direction. 

An a retired teacher of science in the public 
schools of Ohio, I hold a 1 igh respect for 
“How” and "Why” and have enrolled with the 
Humanists. As a member of a nonexistent 
Senior Citizens Council .1 have addressed 
letters of opinion to the President and to 
Congressmen. I enclose one to L.B.J. of re- 
cent date, yet prior to the late naval action. 
I am reminded of Lincoln's spot resolution 
preceding the Mexican War adventure. Why 
were our warships cruising so near to the 
North Vietnam shore? 

However these things may be, we have 
no license to act as the so: e conscience of 
the World. As one of the prime movers in 
creating a United Nations Organization, the 
United States should be th s first to appeal 
to its authority. We owe to the world to 
implement the authority ar.d status of the 
U.N. 

Who commands the warn aking forces in 
our Nation? I would like t q believe that 
civilians direct our overk 11 potentiality, 
ratter than the high brass. How long can 
the piling- up of bombs continue. I regret 
that you cannot convert the Senator from 
Boeing. 

Again, thanks for your stand. 

Sincerely, 

. Frank E. Floyd. 

P.8.—' The enclosed cartoon does not apply 
to you. I merely thought that it may be of 
Intrinsic interest to visitors to your office. 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Wayne Morjie: J am writing 
to you to commend you for your fearless de- 
fense of the truth and peace in the world. 
It is a sad state of affairs that so few of our 
representatives have the courage to defy the 
war industries and vote in the peoples’ in- 
terest. Here in California, my representa- 
tives, for whom I voted, will undoubtedly go 
down the line fpr war. 

. At the time i heard of the President’s pro- 
vocative actions against Vietnam, I also 
heard the news of the discovery of the bodfes 
of the three young men in Mississippi. The 
President and the Attorney General assured 
us in the past that he hi d no authority 
legally to Interfere in Mississippi to protect 
the voting rights of American citizens there. 
But for some strange reason, he seems to 
think that he has the legal right to interfere 
in Vietnam and even go so far as to send 
American warships 30 miles off the coast of 
the mainland of another country. If war- 
ships were sent to that dlrtance from our 
shores, I am sure we would feel threatened. 
I don’t understand the clout letalk about not 
sending our troops to the South but that our 
sons should be sent to Vietnam to protect 
the Vietnamese. 


the Goldwate :• anci McNamara program and 
leaving us with no alternative lr November 
but to vote for war in either case. Many of 
us will sit thi j one out unless a man of your 
caliber can be brought into the picture, 

All my family and friends urge you to con- 
tinue your fight for our interests. We are 
behind you 103 percent. 

I am sending copies of this letter to my 
California rep resentatlves. 

Sincere y, 

Mrs. Vera MacMurhay. 

Woodland Hills Calif. 

New York. N.Y., 

August 7 , 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sena. 'or Morse: You deserve the 
praise of the people of the United Staten and 
of the whole world for die statement which 
you made in Congress this week denouncing 
the part which the United States has played 
in the south.ei.st Asia crisis. 

I hope thaL your courageous end respon- 
sible voice will be heeded. 

Yours truly. 

M ark Aaron Sonnenbe;rg. 

Aiiiquiu, N. Mfx„ 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Your progressive 
article was much appreciated as very time- 
ly. You will be interested to know that 
the following telegram has been sent to the 
President of tie United States: 

“Grave concern for the deterioration :>f the 
situation in Vietnam and threatened exten- 
sion of host litieii prompts urgent recom- 
mendations that the 14 nations’ conference 
be reassembled through U.N. offices.” 

Signed by individuals, as Individuals from 
Colorado, Ca ifornia, Texas, Arkansas Mis- 
sissippi. Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, anc'. New 
York at Far illy Camp, sponsored by the 
American Friends Service Committee, Ghost 
Ranch, Ablqulu, N. Mex. 

Sincerely, 

Marie B. Fowler. 

Fayetteville, Ark. 

Copies to: Senator J. W, Fuliiicht, Sena- 
tor Hubert Humphrey. 

Santa Rosa. Calif., 

August 6, 1964. 

The White House. 

Washington, D.C. 

Genilemel : Capitalism is again engaged 
in Its two favorite pastimes — blood letting 
and lying. The Tonkin attacks did not hap- 
pen, say the Chinese, and there r re excellent 
reasons for believing them. 

Following - wo alleged attacks, the second 
of which was carried out in stormy wi'atber 
very favorabl * to the attackers, the American 
ships suffered nob the slightest damage of 
any kind or nature whatsoever. The Chinese 
must have recognized the error of their brief 
Incursion into India and would not, be likely 
to make a second mistake. Without nuclear 
weapons they are, after nil, the same as 
unarmed. 

When Hitler invaded Poland the brain- 
washed German people were told it was a 
counterattack. Shirer in his book “Berlin 
Diary” asked how they could be expected 
to know any differently when all the news 
media stuck to the same lie. I have a sheaf 
of explanatlcns from State on what is real- 
ly going on In Vietnam and elsewhere. They 
are nothing but hogwash and deliberately 
intended to c eceive. 

The President’s remark that China (with- 
out naming her) is as powerful as the United 
States gives the clue to what the long-term 


hopoDsts, the military-industrial complex. 
They wish to eventually engage the Chinese 
forces and will .immediately call for the use 
of nuclear weapons, beginning with small 
field variety, In order to cope with the 
Chinese hordes. Warmakers in recent dec- 
ades have deemed it essential to try out their 
weapons. Goldwater has said that ours have 
never been actually tested. The suggestion 
that China with her conventional weapons 
is as strong as the United States is ridicu- 
lous. A year from now, after the small 
ones have been tried out, the argument will 
be whether to explode 10 or 20 megaton 
bombs on Peking and Shanghai. How could 
the Chinese reply to nuclear bombs dropped 
from as near as a hundred miles away? Giv- 
en the Goldwater mentality the situation is 
ideal for testing. 

The Russians are manifestly right in de- 
nouncing the presence of our warships in 
tiny Tonkin Gulf as hostile and provocative. 
Anyone can see that this has nothing to do 
with rights on the high seas. 

Stevenson charges that the Communists 
are using methods of terror and assassination 
in southeast Asia. The CIA is gen erally 
recognized as the assassins, directly or In- 
directly, of the Diem brothers. Sihanouk 
pulled the rug out just in time and is still 
alive. Nkrumah and Goulart are other ex- 
ampl es of CIA attentions. 

this or any era in our history, seems to be 
fed up with American monopoly behavior 
In southeast Afia. The tricky media never 
fail to say he is against but always fall to 
give his reasons. 

This morning McNamara testified before 
Congress that lie doesn’t believe there will 
be any further attacks on American ships. 
Who should know better? This is a manu- 
factured incident from beginning to end 
for the purpose, first, of an immediate mil- 
itary buildup ir.. the area, and second, to in- 
doctrinate the world in the later use of 
nuclear weapons. 

Comment, especially unfavorable, is in- 
vited. 

Respectfully yours, 

I. M. Tomren, 

Westport, Conn., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir : My wife and I congratulate you 
on your courageous stand in opposing the 
resolution requested by President Johnson. 

It is of some solace to know that there 
are two brave and honest voices in our Con- 
gress Who oppose our headlong flight to total 
war. 

We fully support your stand and thank 
you for it. 

Respectfully, 

Jean and Leo A. Gordon. 

San Francisco, Calif., 

August 7, 1964. 
President Lyndon Johnson, 

White House, Washington, D.C.: 

Strongly protest military action in Gulf of 
Tonkin and continued provocative buildup 
of American military forces in southease Asia. 
Our interventionist policies' In this area 
seem calculated to produce a chain of inci- 
dents, reprisals, and counterreprisals which 
could escalate into a full-scale catastrophe. 
Many people are asking what difference it 
makes whether Goldwater or a liberal pushes 
the button. Others are saying that continu- 
ally we reserve our severest repression, at 
home and abroad, for people of color. As a 
long-time Democrat, I urge that we follow 
the enlightened lead of Senator Wayne 
MIorse and seek a conference and a political 
solution to the problems of southeast Asia. 
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It Is difficult, if not impossible, to explain to 
anyone how the greatest power In the world 
today must repeatedly prove its military 
might In clashes with tiny, backward people 
struggling to achieve the barest standard of 
subsistence. It seems to me quite Impos- 
sible to explain and justify what in heaven’s 
name wo are doing in southeast Asia in the 
first instance. 

Richard Lynden. 

Copy to Senator Wayne Morse, .. 

New York, N.Y., 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse: Just a word in praise 
of your negative vote. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Gladys Skidell. 

The Methodist Office for 

the United Nations, 

New York, N.Y., August 7, 1964. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: The recent de- 
velopments in the Bay of Tonkin have caused 
many of us to think more seriously about our 
policy In South Vietnam. From an official 
point of view I should like to draw your at- 
tention to a resolution which was passed by 
our board of Christian social concerns early 
In this year. You will note that at that time 
it called for Internationalizing the situation 
in southeast Asia rather than attempting to 
defend South Vietnam by our own military 
or economic efforts. 

I must say that from a personal point of 
view I have had a good deal of sympathy with 
the critical attitude of Senator Morse. The 
following questions come to my mind and at- 
tention : 

1. Is it possible for the United States i to 
establish a permanently stable government 
in South Vietnam when there is so much in- 
ternal division and weakness and when this 
country is so far from our shores and so 
near another great power? 

2. Was it desirable or necessary for the 
United States to watt until there was violence 
fn the Bay of Tonkin before it brought the 
issue to the United Nations? From a tech- 
nical point of view would it not have been 
better to have withheld fire and to have 
brought the matter to the Security Council 
rather than to have taken action and then 
to have announced to the Security Council 
what we did? 

3. Were there any actions on our part pre- 

ceding the Maddox incident which consti- 
tuted aggression on our part or had the ap- 
pearance of aggression by either South Viet- 
nam or ourselves? , 

4. Would it not be wise to internationalize 
the situation in southeast Asia either by 
using the offices of the United Nations or by 
participating in a meeting of all concerned 
nations? By all concerned nations we not 
only mean North and South Vietnam but 
also such countries as Laos, Burma, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, and especially the People’s 
Republic of China. Personally we believe 
that either peace in Asia or calm in the world 
will not be achieved until we are dealing with 
the People’s Republic of China within the 
framework of the United Nations. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Soule. 

P.S. — Many thanks, Senator Morse, for your 
valiant and lonely struggle for a nonmilitary 
solution to the problems of southeast Asia. 

Identical letters to Senators Jacob K, 
Javits, Kennett B. Keating. 
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failure of present U.S. policy, is arous- 
ing widespread concern. These events 
lead us to express the conviction that in the 
future a wise and enlightened policy will be 
based upon — 

1. The awareness that military power has 
limited value and stable government depends 
upon satisfactory economic conditions, a 
concerned citizenry, and leadership of com- 
petence and integrity in government. 

2. The recognition that in areas where 
there are tense ideological confrontations the 
U.N. has unusual advantages of universality 
and prestige which can contribute to reason- 
ably Just and peaceful solutions. 

We urge that the United States ask the 
U.N. to take responsibility for the settlement 
of the conflict in Vietnam and that the 
United States declare its readiness to with- 
draw its troops and military support upon 
the assumption of this responsibility by the 
U.N. 

Oakland, Calif., 

Aiigust 7, 1964. 

President L. B. Johnson, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: Recently Just 
before the GOP convention in San Francisco 
we heard Senator Javits say that if the Re- 
publicans nominated an extremely conserva- 
tive candidate like Gold water, then the 
Democrats would also be moved in a direc- 
tion toward extreme conservatism. This 
was clearly demonstrated in Vietnam events 
this week. 

It is possible that if it were not for ex- 
treme right reaction, as symbolized by Gold- 
water’s nomination, that the administration 
would have taken a more civilized attitude 
during this week’s crisis. Since the PT boats 
had attacked naval armed forces only which 
suffered no casualties or damages, and which 
in turn completely routed the few PT boats 
which allegedly came from North Vietnam, 
then we think the action of attacking a na- 
tion and endangering the civilian population 
was an action of extreme barbarism. What 
is to keep the very people we are trying to 
win over to our way of thinking from re- 
garding this Natton as one more foreign bully 
taking advantage of its power? 

A more civilized action would have been 
to take our complaint of the PT boat attack 
to the U.N., with a warning to all parties 
concerned that any further attack on U.S. 
forces would bring swift retaliatory action on 
North Vietnam bases. We particularly refer 
to alleged North Vietnam boats because news 
dispatches from South Vietnam have indi- 
cated that the South Vietnam Government is 
very anxious to trap the U.S. Government 
into expanding the war in that area. 

Let us not play into Goldwater’s hands, 
but rather it is high time as Senators Ful- 
bright, Morse, Gruening, and Representative 
William Ryan have so ably pointed out, for 
an agonizing reappraisal of our foreign pol- 
icy, in this ns well as other areas — a policy 
which deals with basic problems and pre- 
ventive measures rather than last-minute 
expediencies which can only lead from one 
crisis to another. 

Very respectfully, 

Mrs. Rose Della-Monica. 
Anthony Della-Monica. 

Copies to Senators Fulbright, Morse, 
Gruening, Javits, Kuchel, Salinger, Repre- 
sentative William Ryan. 

P.S. — Please keep up the good fight, and 
many thanks for your constructive, intelli- 
gent leadership. 

R.D.M. 


Johnson's Vietnam resolution. Please send 
me two copies each of your speeches. I se- 
cured and read your previous speeches re- 
garding our illegal and brutal Vietnam war. 

The House voted 416 to 0, the Senate 88 to 
2, which means you 2 stood alone against 504 
Congressmen, I am sure history will record 
your marvelous courage when the 604 “me- 
too-ers” will be forgotten. There can be no 
doubt that among the 504 are many who 
think exactly as you 2 do, but are too 
yellow and dishonest to vote their convic- 
tions. What a gutless Congress we have. 

Said Senator Gruening: “All Vietnam is 
not worth the life of a single American boy.” 
I agree wholeheartedly. It is very disheart- 
ening to know there are so many cheap Con- 
gressmen willing to trade American lives for 
votes. 

To me, the current Vietnam "crisis” and, 
last week's OAS farce are both manufactured 
election deals. 

Very truly yours, 

Jos. E. Biallas. 

Copies to: President L. B. Johnson, Secre- 
tary Dean Rusk, Adlai Stevenson, Defense 
Secretary Robert McNamara, CIA Director 
John McCone, Senator Thomas Kuchel, Sen- 
ator Hubert Humphrey, and Representative 
Jeffrey Cohelan. 

Bronx, N.Y., 
August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

U.S. Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: Vis-a-vis the southeast 
Asian crisis, permit me to express my grati- 
tude and appreciation to you * * * it takes 
but one person of courage and self-respect to 
cast the light of shame and reproach on 
those others who are cowards, even to fear of 
feeling ashamed themselves for the miser- 
able, rubber-stamping ways in which they 
act. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry Grant. 

Santiago, Chile., 

August 6, 1964. 

Senator Wayne Morse, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: We heard on the noon 
news today that some kind of resolution 
backing President Johnson’s actions in North 
Vietnam passed two committees of the Sen- 
ate, with only one dissenting vote in each 
case, yours. 

Thank you. Your vote is one of the few 
aspects of U.S. behavior — international as 
well as internal — in which we find something 
admirable. 

I must agree with President Johnson, “ag- 
gression unopposed is aggression unleashed” 
or words to this effect in his speech of yester- 
day. and it seems to me that no other nation 
is at the present time engaged in anywhere 
near as much aggression as is the United 
States. It is therefore very heartening to 
hear once in a while of some slight opposi- 
tion, a speech by you or Fulbright or 
Gruening. 

Best wishes, 

John Marica. 

Carol Marica. 

P.S. — We are California residents, but 
are not wasting any more postage on Con- 
gressman Moss, etc. 

P.P.S. — It is particularly disgusting to be 
abroad when Johnson and Rusk make fan- 
tastic statements about the constitutionality 
of military takeovers In Brazil and similar 
affairs. 


Senator Wayne Morse, 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: 


Washington, D.C. 
August 8, 1964. 


Vietnam 

(Resolution adopted by the Board of Chris- 
tian Social Concerns of the Methodist 
Church at its annual meeting In Tampa, 

. Fla.. February 16-21, 1964) 

The deteriorating situation In Vietnam 

with increasing loss of life, and the seeming courageous stand August? against President you know of my continued approval of vour 
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Oakland, Calif., 

August 8, 1964. 

Senator Wayne .Morse, 

Senator Ernest Gruening, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: I salute you both for your very 


Just a note to let 




courageous stand In opposition to the U.S. 
Government’s war policy In southeast Asia. 
I hope you do not get discouraged at the 
more serious turn of events have recently 
taken and that you continue ycur valuable 
work of speaking for a powerfully felt view 
shared my many of your follow citizens. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Catherine R, Harris. 

Cliiton, N.J., 
August 8, 1964. 

Dear Senator Morse : Alth ough I have not 
seen or heard your entire statement concern- 
ing the recent action taken by our forces in 
Vietnam, I must say that I agree with the 
tenor of your remarks. 

I doubt very much if our Government has 
told the American people i.he entire story 
of the events leading up to the Incidents In 
the Gulf of Tonkin. 

Your remarks concerning the activities of 
our destroyers in the gulf ippear to be at 
odds with the “official” story and I doubt 
if the American people will know the true 
situation for many years to some (If at all). 

Basically., the purpose of this letter is to 
let you know that there are other Americans 
who feel sis you do about the Southeast 
situation. 

Our country has appeared to get involved 
in situations where “morality” Is thrown out 
the window (assuming it was ever consid- 
ered) but where we cry out in righteous 
indignation when we arc. attacked. Of 
course I feel that we must protect ourselves 
when necessary but I also think our recent 
response was somewhat- extreme notwith- 
standing the defense of liberty. 

When the great majority of the country 
becomes elated over military action against 
a weak adversary then something is indeed 
wrong with the body politic and moral fiber 
of this country. 

I hope you continue to keep up your 
struggle for your admittedly unpopular 
views on Vietnam in particular and the 
world in general. When ttere Is only one 
voice In the entire Senate and who evens 
questions the action taken when things look 
bleak indeed. Wishing you continued suc- 
cess In your future battles to bring light 
and perspective to our foreign relations, 
I remain, 

' Sincerely yours, 

Robet.t S. Molnar. 

Savannah, Ga., 

August 8, 1964. 

Hon. Wayne Morse, 

L'.S. Senate, 

Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morse: Enclosed you will 
find three editorials dealing with the Viet- 
nam situation. 

I thought that you would be Interested In 
their contents. Perhaps, after reading 
them, you’ll honor me by l aving them In- 
serted In Congressional Record. 

Thanks for past favors and kind personal 
psgiirds. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ray Martin, 

- Chief Editorial Writer, 

Savannah ripening Press. 

[From the Savannah Evening Press, Aug. 5, 
1964] 

Vietnam — The Crisis Deepens 

At an unprecedented hour last night, Pres- 
ident Johnson took to radio md television to 
Issue a rally-round-the-flag call to the Amer- 
ican people. Such rallying cries In the past 
have been predicated upon reasonably clear 
events. The current crisis is shrouded with 
a disturbing cloudiness. 

. In an hour of grave nattoral peril partisan 
politics should be shunted aside and the 
enemy confronted by a unified America. 
The actions of the leaders of the country’s 


two major political parties suggest that we 
are at a poir t of naticnal peril. 

A mantle of urgency, cloaked in wartime 
secrecy, was evident in. Washington follow- 
ing disclosure that two U.S. Navy destroyers 
were the targets of attack in v,he Gulf of 
Tonkin. It was the second such attack in 
international waters since Sunday. 

The President responded to the latest de- 
velopment by declaring that “air action is 
now in execution against gunboats and cer- 
tain supporting facilities of North Vietnam 
which have been used in the hostile opera- 
tions." 

Mr. Johnson asked Congress to adopt a 
resolution making it clear that our Govern- 
ment Is united in its determination to take 
all necessary measures In support of freedom, 
and in clefem-e of peace, In southeast Asia. 

Further, he instructed U.N. Ambassador 
Adlai Stevenson to arrange for an emergency 
session of .he United Nations Security 
Council. Th it meeting is being hold today. 
Little affirmative action can be expected 
there because of the Russian veto power. 

The Southeast Asia Treaty Organisation 
(SEATO), which lacks any military prowess, 
is meeting in Bangkok in the wake of the 
Johnson proi .ouneement. 

Despite the tendon prevalent in Washing- 
ton which kept top Pen tagon officials a t their 
offices throughout the night, the President 
dtd not; alter his plans to travel to Syracuse, 
N.Y., today ;o dedicate a communications 
center at the university there, 

THE INCIDENTS 

The Gulf cf Tonkin episodes present sev- 
eral unique question 5. "Janes Fighting 
Ships," the international authority on men- 
of-war, shown that the entire navy of North 
Vietnam con lists of 16 so -cal’ ed PT boats. 
The craft arc Russian-built and have been 
in the handi of the Vietcong since 1952. 
Why would such a minuscule naval force 
seek to engaje the goliath U.S. Navy’s 7th 
Fleet? Reports from Saigon would Indicate 
that a fifth of the Vietcong naval force has 
already been taken out of action as the re- 
sult of the encounters since Sunday. 

Reports of the two incidents emphasize 
that the two destroyers were not damaged in 
the attacks, nor v, f ere any American casual- 
ties incurred At the same time, however, 
the same clarity is missing in statemen Is rel- 
ative to the attacking PT boats. There is 
just a suppisitlcn that they were sunk. 
Surely, the a:t of naval intelligence is suffi- 
ciently advanced to make this determination. 

It has been said that the two attacks in the 
Gulf of Tonkin caught us by surprise. How 
can this be? Just last week we were able to 
get some pretty good pictures of the moon 
and in the pa st we’ve learned some of Cuba’s 
innermost set rets from the air. Was tliere a 
breakdown In our intelligence operations? 
The Americar people should be told the harsh 
truth of the matter. 

Word of the retaliatory action was kept 
from the American people for more than 2 
hours last night, while our key allies around 
the world wire briefed. When the Presi- 
dent’s order; became public knowledge, 
silence was tt e order of the day for our global 
friends. Tokyo was the only notion a", cap- 
ital to speak out in our 1'avor. Are we to bear 
this new burden alone? 

ilERIO CIS QUESTIONS 

While the American people chewed their 
fingernails last night, wondering just -what 
the White H>use response was going to be, 
our international propaganda spokesman, the 
Voice cf America, was concerned with other 
matters. News reports on VGA mentioned 
the latest attick in scant detail. Heavy em- 
phasis, however, was placed on activities re- 
lated to the so-called civil rights struggle. 

Radio Prague was proclaiming that the U.S. 
activity was part and parcel of plan 6, a tac- 
tical activity agreed upon at the recent routh- 
east Asia Conference held in the Philippines, 
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The Czech radio voice said that authorities 
were in a real dither over how much of the 
plan could safeiy be revealed to the American 
people. We tend to dismiss claims of Com- 
munist-oriented radio voices out of hand, 
but past events have taught us to subject 
them to a degree of scrutiny — they sometimes 
contain an element of truth. Truth which 
the American people often learn too late. 

One New York City radio station last night 
suggested that the United States was being 
made the “fall guy” in the current hassle be- 
tween Red China and Soviet Russia. This 
ca.n’t be dismissed too lightly, since the Gulf 
of Tonkin activity comes on the first anniver- 
sary of the limited nuclear test ban treaty 
negotiated between the U.S.S.R. and the 
United States. It would indeed be tragic if 
we let ourselves: become a patsy for this one. 

Other observers question whether this ac- 
tion fits a preordained pattern of our own 
Central Intelligence Agency. The CIA, it is 
&aid, is pushing for our recognition "of 'Red 
China so that it can get Its operatives there 
with a minimum of fuss and bother. It may 
be that we’ll soon hear that our intelligence 
bogged down because we didn’t have any 
spies inside Reel China — and henc e the CIA’s 
argument would be this action shows the lfn- 
portance of such recognition. Presumably, 
our attacks are concentrated against North 
Vietnam, not Red China. This is one to 
watch. 

M’NAMAEA’S REPORT 

First reports of the retaliatory action taken 
by U.S. aircraft issued by Secretary of De- 
fense McNamara are cause for concern. He 
said that we ilew 64 sorties and that we 
destroyed 25 PT boats. We lost two of our 
planes and their pilots In the action, the 
Pentagon Chief said at 7:45 a.m. today. 

As we said earlier in this space, "Jane’s 
Fighting Ships" lists 16 PT boats in the 
North Vietnam Navy. This, too, was the 
figure used in earlier Pentagon statements. 

How do we r ow destroy more boats than 
existed in the first place? That’s a baffling 
question at best;. 

As the hours wear on, more and more 
clouds appear over this crisis. 

We should leave no stone unturned when 
our national safety or the safety of the free 
world is imperiled. But the American people 
are a mature lot and can be trusted with the 
truth. They should be told the full truth 
by official Washington — no matter how dis- 
tasteful that truth may be in the mouth 
of the one who utters it. 

We would hate for our response to North 
Vietnam to go down in the history books 
as one being too late, too little, and too close 
to election day. 

[From the Savannah Evening Press, Aug. 6, 
1664] 

History of the Vietnam Millstone 

Last week Washington officials would not 
predict that extension of the war in Vietnam 
could be avoided before the November elec- 
tion, although they expressed hope that with 
the announced buildup In the south it could 
be avoided. Said one official: “Whether we 
can get through the election (without esca- 
lation) is almost up to Hanoi. If it turns 
out that they are infiltrating very large 
numbers Into South Vietnam, we would have 
to rethink." 

Events of the past few days have un- 
doubtedly caused a lot of planners at the 
Pentagon and State Department to “rethink” 
the strategy of the United States in south- 
east Asia. What their new answers will be, 
only time will tell. 

Prior to the shooting Incidents involving 
the destroyers Maddox and C. Turner Joy, 
which placed this country in a posture one 
step from a declaration of war by the Con- 
gress, It was revealed that some 5,000 addi- 
tional U.S. “advisers” would Join the Nation’s 
16,000-man military mission in South Viet- 
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to prevent the fall of that strife-torn country, 
and with it a takeover by the Communists 
of all strategic southeast Asia. 

The announced buildup marks a complete 
change from the rosy talk last October when 
the White House said its goal was the return 
of all U.S. forces by the end of 1965. Now 
there is no more such talk— or talk of being 
out by any other year In the foreseeable 
future. Of the original McNamara state- 
ment, one administration colleague con- 
fessed : "We hope it’s forgotten,” 

THE STAKES ARE HIGH 

In what must be history's first war fought 
by on-the-job training, Uncle Sam Is much 
like a poker player getting sandbagged. He 
has to keep raising his stake or get out of 
the game. v 

The Kennedy-Johnson administration has 
been under heavy fire at home for conduct- 
ing a "no-win” policy In the Vietnam conflict. 
In view of this, It would be difficult to with- 
draw from the 'southeast Asian trouble spot 
anytime and Impossible in an election year. 

The untenable position of the Johnson ad- 
ministration does not ' settle the matter. 
There are other questions. 

How did we get Involved in this southeast 
Asian jungle country? Is either political 
party party more to blame for our present 
plight? What do we want? What alterna- 
tives are open to us? 

VIETNAM: WHAT IS IT? 

Vietnam? What Is it? It is a narrow 
strip of high hills, swamps and riceland 
that runs along the South China Sea. Along 
with Cambodia and Laos, it once formed the 
area known as French Indochina. 

The Japanese took over its administration 
from the Vichy government during World 
War II. 

In 1946, when the rest of the world was 
settling into peace, a new conflict flared as 


their attack in 1960 and in the spring of 
1961 President Kennedy said the United 
States was considering increasing its forces 
there. 

President Johnson, then Vice President, 
was sent to Saigon. He pledged additional 
U.S. military and economic aid. By the end 
of 1962 there were 12,000 Americans in South 
Vietnam, 

Two years later, 1964, the number of troops 
had increased to 16,000 and the rate of mili- 
tary and economic spending Increased to 
about $1.5 million a day. The latest decision 
of Washington will put 5,000 more military 
men In South Vietnam, 

The solution to the Vietnam dilemma is an 
elusive dream. After 3 years of Intensive 
effort and considerable pain, Including the 
expenditure of $3.3 billion in aid, after the 
loss of 264 Americans killed, 1,196 wounded 
or Injured, and 17 missing, the war Is still not 
being dlscernlbly won. 

CANADA’S RESPONSIBILITY 

Communist power has been built up In 
Vietnam because of the ineffective Canadian 
team that represents the West on the Inter- 
national Control Commission, a former Royal 
Canadian Air Force officer has charged. 

Squadron Leader Hugh Campbell, who 
served In Vietnam In 1961 and 1962 as air 
adviser to the Canadian mission, said that 
"by 1962 the Canadians in North Vietnam 
were virtually prisoners under armed guard.” 

Canada is on the Control Commission with 
India and Poland to see that South Vietnam 
and Communist North Vietnam adhere to 
the Geneva agreement of 1954, which for- 
bids the creation of aggressive force. 

Canadians on the Control Commission, the 
RCAF officer said, have accepted such "ridicu- 
lous charades” as one 15-minute inspection 
a week of trains entering Vietnam from Red 
China — "the Canadians being free to inspect 


OCRing into peace, a new conflict flared as v^nauians oemg tree to inspect 

the French tried, to reassert their control ' only em P ty boxcars.” The Canadians, he 
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over Indochina, 

This led to an 8-year struggle known 
in Paris as “the dirty war.” Finally, in the 
middle of 1954, after the fall of the Jungle 
fortress of Dienbienphu, agreements were 
signed in Geneva ending hostilities and 
partitioning Vietnam at the 17th parallel. 

The Geneva accord made Vietnam a di- 
vided land, like Germany and .Korea. The 
north was Communist. The French with- 
drew from the south and it was given com- 
plete independence. A plebiscite to deter- 
mine the status of Vietnam reunification has 
never been held under the terms of the 
Geneva agreement. 

The Communist who remained in South 
Vietnam subsequently launched a civil war 
against the Saigon government led bv 
President Ngo Dinh Diem. 

President Diem asked for U.S. help. 

President Eisenhower’s reply was made 
public recently by President Johnson, who 
said it marked the beginning of present 
U.S. policy In South Vietnam. 

In the letter, Elsenhower said he was in- 
structing our ambassador “to assist the Gov- 
ernment of Vietnam in developing and main- 
taining a strong viable state, capable of re- 
sisting attempted subversion or aggression 
through military means.” 

The United States sent ships to bring hun- 
dreds of thousands of anti-CommunistB 
from North Vietnam to new homes in the' 
south. Economic aid was extended Arms 
were sent, but no soldiers. 

THE PACE QUICKENS 

In 1957, the United States agreed to fi- 
nance an eight-division south Vietnam force 
trained by U.S. military advisers. During 
the early years in South Vietnam, the US 
advisers saw little action and there were not 
many of them. Between 1954 and 1981 our 
military personnel numbered only 685. 
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added, were dented access to docks and air- 
fields. 

“When we should have been battling for 
every vantage point and screaming to high 
heaven whenever the Communists violated 
the agreement * * * we protested politely, 
ineffectually, and thrust our head back into 
the sand. 

"We made no serious attempt to win. On 
the contrary, so casual was our concern, we 
didn’t bother to field our best team. We sent 
in a scrub team * * * and our efforts be- 
came an international joke. We should have 
taken some action. Any action. Even petu- 
,lant screams would have indicated that at 
least we cared * * * a large share of respon- 
sibility for today’s unholy mess In Vietnam 
Is ours,” the Canadian officer declared. 

THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 

Prior to this week’s incidents in the Gulf 
of Tonkin, Senator Goldwater’s statements 
and President Johnson’s policies highlighted 
two different paths. The pertinent issue re- 
mains. What should be done in. South Viet- 
nam? 

Gen. William C. Westmoreland, commander 
of U.S. troops in South Vietnam said: "The 
battle can never be won unless the hearts 
and minds of the people can be won.” 

How right he is. We must possess the de- 
termination to win and the hearts and minds 
of the South Vietnamese must be aimed with 
ours toward a common goal — victory. 

[From the Savannah Evening Press Aug 7 
1964] 

Congress, Vietnam, and U.S, Law 

In his address to the Nation on the Viet- 
nam situation late Tuesday night, President 
Johnson said: “I have met today with the 
leaders of both parties in the Congress* of 
the United Sttaes and I have informed them 
that I shall Immediately request the Con- 
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gress to pass a resolution making It clear 
that our Government Is united in its deter- 
mination to take all necessary measures In 
support of freedom and in defense of peace. 
In southeast Asia.” 

The resolution which the President 
sought Is now before the Congress and shows 
signs of being passed with “overwhelming 
support.” The full text of the resolution 
“to promote the maintenance of Interna-' 
tlonal peace and security In southeast Asia” 
follows : 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

"Whereas naval units of the Communist 
regime In Vietnam, In violation of the prin- 
ciples of the charter of the United Nations 
and of International law, have deliberately 
and repeatedly attacked U.S. naval vessels 
lawfully present in international waters, and 
have thereby created a serious threat to in- 
ternational peace: 

“Whereas these attacks are part of a delib- 
erate and systematic campaign of aggression 
that the Communist regime in North Viet- 
nam has been waging against its neighbors 
and the nations Joined with them In the col- 
lective defense of their freedom; 

"Whereas the United States is assisting 
the peoples of southeast Asia to protect their 
freedom and has no territorial, military or 
political ambitions in that area, but desires 
only that these peoples should be left in 
peace to work out their own destinies In 
their own way: Now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled: 

“The Congress approves and supports the 
determination of the President, as Com- 
mander In Chief, to take all necessary meas- 
ures to repel any armed attack against the 
forces of the United States and to prevent 
further aggression. 

“Sec. 2, The United States regards as vital 
to Its national Interest and to world peace 
the maintenance of international peace and 
security In southeast Asia. Consonant with 
the Constitution and the Charter of the 
United Nations and In accordance with Its 
obligations under the southeast Asia collec- 
tive defense treaty, the United States is, 
therefore, prepared, as the President deter- 
mines, to take all necessary steps, including 
the use of armed force, to assist any member 
or protocol state of the southeast Asia col- 
lective defense treaty requesting assistance 
in defense of their freedom. 

“Sec. 3. This resolution shall expire when 
the President shall determine that the peace 
and security of the area is reasonably assured 
by International conditions created by action 
of the United Nations or otherwise, except 
that it may be terminated earlier by con- 
current resolution of the Congress.” 

In the minds of some people, the pace 
of today’s world has outmoded some of the 
functions of the Congress bb defined in the 
Constitution. Article I, section 8, clause 11, 
of the Constitution states that the Congress 
shall have power “to declare war, grant let- 
ters of marque and reprisal, and make rules 
concerning captures on land and water.” 
Historically, declarations of war, like the 
taxing power, are too important and danger- 
ous to be given to any one man; therefore, 
the people declare war through their repre- 
sentatives in Congress. 

The word “war” Is not mentioned in the 
text of the resolution now before the Con- 
gress. It’s length is far greater than the one 
paragraph decimations of Congress In cast 
conflicts. 

In a practical sense, this document con- 
fers upon the President the power to wage 
"war” as he sees fit. The semantics may be 
different, but the smell of gun powder is 
the same. 
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We 'believe that the Congress ia abdicating 
another o:t its constitutional duties and re- 
sponsibilities when it “approves and supports 
the determination of the President, as Com- 
mander in Chief, to take ail necessary meas- 
ure to repel any armed attack against the 
forces of the United States and to prevent 
further aggression." 

We hot>e that this doesn't presage the 
opening of a Pandora’^ box of Presidential 
Executive orders under tte - guise of a na- 
tional emergency which would make controls 
enforced on the civilian populace during 
World War n look like child's play. 

Affir mative action must be taken to meet 
ary threat of our national security. But 
this action should be consonant with our 
democratic heritage and in keeping with the 
fundamental law of these United States— 
the Constitution. 

August 8, 1964. 

Dear Brother Morse: In the name of God, 
our Creator and Heavenly father, I greet you 
in this period of great crirto to congratulate 
you for daring to be a Dan el — to stand alone 
and proclaim the power of God (love) . 

“My people perish for la :k of knowledge of 
the nature of God” is as h ue today as it was 
when the prophets thus loretold the down- 
fall of Israel. 

Ood is love. God is omnipotent. Love is 
the greatest force in the universe. And we 
are out of rhythm with the universe and 
cut of harmony with Got!, (love) as long as 
we make and trust in devastating weapons. 
They are as useless in providing security as 
were the gods for whom we have named 
eome— Thor, Jupiter, Nil e-Zeus, etc. God, 
the Ruler of the Universe , is Commander in 
Chief, King of kings, and He has commanded 
ujs to love and feed bur enemies, not send a 
Mad(d) ox out on His sear. It is comparable 
to an ignorant farmer turning a mad ox loose 
on a playground to terrify his neighbors. 
The natural thing for anyone to do was to 
try to get it away. 

We go on doing the same old thing in the 
same old way not realizing that we are on 
threshold of a new era. The nuclear age 
must become the new clear age when we, who 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jeaus 
to devote ourselves to gc od deeds for which 
Crod ha; designed us (Ephesians 2: 10) will 
let our light shine (Matthew 5: 14-16) . It is 
thus, with good deeds that we will be 
“optical masers” and midge our old world 
Into the new orbit of which the prophets 
foretold when mercy and Justice shall cover 
the earth. 

For on-the-spot inspection, see Proverbs 
15; 3; II Chronicles xvl: 9; Psalm 33: 18, etc. 

Humably and sincerely, 

“Grandma Hoff,” 

Mn.LERSvn.LE, Pa. 


, — SENATE 
>00330004-0 


August 21, -v 


Towson, Md., 

August 6, 1964. 

U.S. Senator Morse, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Morsb You are so right. 
'What a courageous, good, loyal public official 
TOU arc. Our Federal Government is always 
frying to get our children murdered in war- 
mongering to suit the war profiteers and 
militarists no matter who gets into office. 
I have read as much £s anyone can of all 
this The Vletcong are the sons of the peas- 
ant citizens of South Vietnam who want the 
Communist setup as it Is in North Vietnam, 
lust as South Koreans want Joined to North 
Korea, but the United States forces an arti- 
ficial government oh them and constant war- 
mongering because our evil, militaristic offi- 
cials want constant war in some faroff place 
against small areaB of backward peasants 
who have to take it. Haiti has one of the 
worst dictatorships on earth and so does 


Spain. Yet in New York State a man was 
locked up :’or treason against the United 
States, of all the silly, fool things, for being 
In the Abraham Lincoln Brigade that tried 
to help the Republic of Spain, the estab- 
lished government, against the traitors under 
Franco. I ipecinlized in history to leach it 
in high sch-vol, and one thing stuck out like 
a sore thumb. Official Washington policy is 
always on the wrong side. We have as bad 
government in our local, county, and State 
areas as any country could have, so this 
country hai no loom to talk. Also, the gov- 
ernments the United States cats "allies” and 
“friends” aie as rotten, if not worse, than the 
ones our politicians call "enemies” which 
they would not be enemies if the United. 
States behoved Itself and mirded its busi- 
ness China has as much right to bomb our 
coasts to protect North Vietnam as we have 
to be over there carrying on. Also, the draft 
is unconstitutional. It deprives children— 
boys— of their civil rights to stay In their 
own count: y under civil law and civil gov- 
ernment. If grown men past 35 want to 
volunteer o murder helpless peasant boys 
called Vletcong over in other people’s land 
10,000 mll<a away, they deserve what they 
get, but tie whole United States deserves 
punishment for forcing our children into it. 
r rhis whole mess is cooked up the way Roose- 
velt cooked up Pearl Harbor and only a few 
Republican Senators in New England saw 
through it although later the Saturday Eve- 
ning Poet printed Harry Hopkins’ letters ad- 
mitting the plct. Harry Truman pulled the 
same stum about South Korea , And all that 
slop against communism. In the first 
place, the United States is as Communist as 
any other country. Jin the second place, it is 
none of Ihe United States business what 
form of gevemment other parts of the world 
prefer. Also, if we have the gall to murder 
and destrey helpless peasants and their prop- 
erty 10,00 ) miles, or 90 miles, or whatever 
away, other countries have the same right to 
bomb us tf> that our Government should be 
changed to suit other countries and give our 
citizens their rights:. For years and years, 
our country did everything it could to stir 
up a war with Russia— insults, U-2 spy 
planes, "weather ballopns”-- Einenhower 

boldly claiming the United States had a 
‘■right” tc go over anywhere it pleased. Yet 
you can imagine what would happen if Rus- 
sia sent spy planes and weather balloons over 
here, and they were landed, or if the Russians 
insulted our politicians like that. But they 
really are peaceable or we would not even be 
in existence, t« you can bet your life if we 
had succoeded in cooking up a war for our- 
selves our so-called, allies would not natu- 
rally have come to our aid, for they have 
sense enough to think of themselves all the 
time and only Americans are silly. One big 
trouble 1<- the world bankers want us to owe 
billions cC dollars so as to be paying interest 
forever while they live In luxury off the pro- 
ceeds of ihe wealth they got hy grabbing up 
more than their share of the natural re- 
sources v'hich God Himself created for all of 
His children equally. Since men are sup- 
posed to earn their own bread by the sweat 
of their brow, and the Bible says call no man 
father, but only your Father In Heaven, ob- 
viously God Intended to provide the support 
for all tie world’s children that He is Father 
of. Since we are His stewar.te, obviously the 
natural resources — the wealth He created — 
are to b< held by all the people of the world 
In a government as His stewards, and the re- 
sources :oId at retail or rented arid the pro- 
ceeds used for foo-d, clothes, education, and 
health of all children from conception to 
maturity. That means a direct world gov- 
ernment with the Job of providing schools 
and he? 1th care for all the children from 
conception to adolescence; a few large 


national governments to provide boarding 
schools for adolescents, and our regular gov- 
ernments for adults. It would be easy to 
provide three meals a day in the school cafe- 
terias free and free uniforms. One world 
language. It is already English. Working 
on this could help keep the energetic Ameri- 
cans out of f:o much troublemaking, as It 
would be constructive. Somebody ought to 
have vision enough to start the ball rolling. 

McHenry. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
AUGUST 31 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. President, I move, 
pursuant to House Concurrent Resolution 
359, that the Senate stand in adjourn- 
ment until noon, Monday, August 31, 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 
7 o’clock and 27 minutes p.m.) the Sen- 
ate, pursuant to House Concurrent Reso- 
lution 359, adjourned until 12 o’clock 
noon Monday, August 31, 1964. 


NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by the 
Senate August 21, .19.64: 

U.S. Military Academy 
Prof. John Robert Jannarone, 021053, U.S. 
Military Academy, for appointment as dean 
of the Academic Board of the U.S. Military 
Academy under the provisions of title 10, 
United States Code, section 4335. 

Postmasters 

The following-named persons to be post- 
masters : 

CALIFORNIA 

Henry H. Netdenbach, Danville, Calif., in 
place of R. U. Podva, retired. 

DELAWARE 

Clarence A. Schwatka, Jr., Townsend, Del* 
in place of E, M. Conner, retired. 

GEORGIA 

Evelyn P. Gregory, Clinchfield, Ga„ in place 
of E. P. Peed, retired. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

John B. Howarth, Worcester, Mass., in 
place of S. E. Johnson, removed. 

MICHIGAN 

William L. Donner, Garden City, Mich,, in 
place of G. O. Donner, retired. 

MISSOURI 

Jeff H. Shiflett, Fayette, Mo., In place of 
W. L. Talbot, retired. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Roger E. Brassard, Manchester, N.H., In 
place of W. J. Richard, retired. 

NEW YORK 

Wesley Vi'. Mackmer, Collins Center, N.Y„ 
in place of L. C. Heim, retired. 

OHIO 

Ray L. C had well, Amesville, Ohio, in place 
of R. C. Bennett, transferred. 

OREGON 

Leao M. Johnson, Lyons, Oreg., in place of 
R. I. Lyons, retired. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

John D. Nettles, Cordova, S.C., in place of 
C. C. Kens.erly, Jr., transferred. 

TEXAS 

Edgar A. Bradford, Menard, Tex., in place 
of Hugh Spinks, retired. 

Board of Parole 

Ziegel W. Neff, of Missouri, to be a member 
of the Board of Parole for the term expiring 
September 30, 1970. 
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